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Nasal discharges, vasaline in 137 

Naso-phrangeal catarrh 138 

Negroes and yellow fever 382 

Nephritis, acute 162 

Nerve tonic and alterative. 24 

Nerve stretching in tetanus 11 

Nervine 34 

Nervine and anti-spasmodic 28 

Nervous debility 190 

Nervous insomnia 158 

Nervous diseases, increase of. 80 

Neuralgia 3 

Neuaalgia, chloral locally for 166 

Neuralgia, cerebral » 51 

Neuralgia, epileptiform. 228 

Neuralgia, facial 78 277 

Neuralgia, eucalyptus in 7 

Neuralgia, obstinate 51 

Neuralgia of female urethra 188 

Neuralgia, ovarian.. 51 

Neuralgia, gelseminum in 228 

Neuralgia, supra- orbital (syphilitic) 51 

Neuralgia, supra-orbital, uncomplicated 61 

Neuralgia, wet blanket pack tor 174 

Neuralgia, uterine 51 

Neuralgic pill 133 

Newcomer, Dr. D., of Ills., on teratology 285 

Newton, Dr. O. E. on carbuncle, whitlow and 
ingrowing of nail 255 



Newton, Dr. O. E. on menstruation in preg- 
nancy 818 

Nipples, sore, propylactic for 48 

Nitrate of silver, dose and mode of adminis- 
tering 372 

Nitric acid in hoarseness 78 

Nitric acid in cough 147 

Nitric acid, Senna, ajd Taraxicum 885 

Nitroglycerine ; 82 

Nitrous oxide 'gas 130 

Nutritive enemas 130 

Nuz vomica in opium poisoning 243 
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Oat meal gruel 187 

Obstetric forceps, nse of 188 

Obstetric memoranda. 92 

Oesophagus, extracting foreign bodies from.. 19 

Oenethria bienis 52 

Oil, Harlem 28 

Onion, raw, as a diuretic 71 

Opacities of the eye 159 

Opium, pill composita 4 

Opium eating, sudden checking of. 50 

Opium, modified 192 

Opium poisoning, nux vomica in 352 

Opium poisoning^electricity and belladonna in 5 

Opium poisoning, vinegar in 352 

Opium antidotes 187 

Opthalmia strumous 79 

Orchitis treaatment of 21 

Orchitis, nitrate of silver for 99 

Os uteri, ulcers of, cromic acid for. 181 

Osteoclast 18 7 

Ovariotomy, antiseptic method in 1$ 

Ovarian nuralgia. 51 

Ovaries, do they contain male and female ova 157 

Oxygen, something new about 320 

Oxygen in tbo sun 352 

Oxalate of lime 322 
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Painful micturition 24 

Paste, cheap and good. 350 

Paste, useful recipe for 222 

Patent humbugs 278 

Patent nostrums 805 

Perineal abcess and fistula of urethera 188 

Peritonitis 163 

Pertussis, remedy for 276 

Pertussis, salacylic acid in 885 

Perry Davis, painkiller 12 

Petrifaction 352 

Petit, Dr. A*, on bleeding at the cord 13 

Petroleum in cutaneous affections 14 

Pharmaceutical and chemical science 170 

Pharyngitis folicular 134 

Pharaoh's serpents, how made 308 

Pharyngitis, chronic, tonic for 79 

Philadelphia Co. Medical Society, proceed- 
ings of 7 

Phlegmasia dolens 205 

Phoepate of zinc 277 

Phosphates 224 

Phosphorui .......... 198 

Phosphorated oil, emulsion of . . 48 

I Phosphorus, solution of in glycerin* 22 
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Phthisis, hypophosphites In 849 

Phthisis, gallic acid in 162 

Phthisis, hypophosphites of lime and soda in 162 

Piles, cure by puncture. 128 

Piles, radical cure for 40 

Piles, laxative for 181 

Pilocarpi!!, effects of hypodermioally .. 241 

Pilocarpi -; 42 

Pills, cathartic improved. . « 70 

Pill, oxalate of ceriam 4 

Pill, opii composite 4 

Pill, podohyllin comp - . • 4 

Pityriasis capitis - 241 

Pityriasis versicolor 06 

Placenta previa 127 

Plant anaesthesia 106 

Planet, Jupiter 184 

Planet, Mars 280 

Plaster of Paris bandage 817 

Plural births 107 

Pneumonia, croupous ~ 206 

Pneumonia, to abort 101 28ff 

Pocket case of drags 164 

Podophyllin, how to give 808 

Podophylli, pill comp 4 

Bodophyllin, in hepatic colic 276 

Polk,JDr Chas. , on the sulphate of oinehonidia 207 
Polk, Dr. Chas. on the giycerite •* kepha- 

line 142 

Population of the globe 262 

Post partem hemorrhage 268 

Post partem hemorrhage, new treatment in.. 156 

Potentella canadensis; 226 

Potion for respiratory troubles 77 

Poet partem hemorrhage. .- .. 18 

Powder, giant - ... 82 

Pregnancy, duration of 228 

Pregnancy, sign of ... 210 

Privies, disinfectant for 228 

Prolapsus recti .. 280 

Propylamine 46 

Professional brotherhood 106 

Protagon , 78 

Preserved squash 278 

Psychology materialistic 168 

Peoriassis, indla rubber solution 17 

Pnerperal, eclampsia 121 

Puerperal fever. 885 

Puerperal hemorrhage 162 

i Pulsatilla 148 

Pulmonary cavities, treatment of 200 

Pnerperal mania 205 

Purpura hemorrhagica...*. ........ .„.,.... 040 

Purgative and diuretic 168 

Purgative antibilious powder 80 

Pupil, indications- from. . . 

Purv. coiumbae com. 4 



Quinia, ecbolic action of 217 
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[uinine, in small doses 822 

uinine, pills of 100 133 

[uinine, physiological effects 122 

[uinine, solution of, for hypodermic use. .... 822 
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Rabbi, Rosenpits, to a medical class 104 

Radway's Relief, formula of 12 
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Rarnula, treatment of 884 78 

Receding year 886 

Red lotion of hospitals 885 

Respiratory brace 266 

Retention of urine 248 

Rheumatism, acute, treated by salaeine. ... 76 
Rheumatism, treated with salacylate of soda. 58 
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Rheumatism, chronic, 106 

Rheumatism, hot packing in 76 

Rheumatism, cynanide of sine in 805 

Rheumatism, muscular 107 

Rheumatism, swollen joints from 106 

Rheumatism, ammonia treatment of 258 

Rheumatism, chronic 886 

Rheumatism, lemon juice in 227 

Rheumatism, prescriptions for 190 250 

Rheumatism, salacylate of soda in 78 

Rheumatism, veratrum in 02 

Rheumatic arthritis 270 

Rheumatic arthritis, treatment of 124 

Rheumatic headache 84 

Rhus poisoning 182 

Ricords' cough pills 884 

Ringworm 223 

Rum stomach 884 



Baccharated calomel 80 

Safrol 78 

tae?t catarrh remedy 126 

Marine for chills 180 

Salacinein rheumatism. 15 

SslacylJc acid, soluble in spirits pitra 156 

Balacyuc acid, caation in use of 160 

Salacy 1 jc acid, concenftrated solution of 20 

Balacylic acid, poisoning by . * 276 

Salicylate of soda 14 
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Salacylate of soda in rheumatism 70 58 

Bait, death for want of 270 

Saltwater made freab,.,, 82 

(Salivation, remedy for ,..224 881 

Sanitary commission of Atlanta....- 106 

Sanguinaria 146 

Santonin *.-...♦ 214 

Sawdust pads 205 

Sawyer's forceps 105 

Sclarssic acid 882 

Scarlatinal albuminuria , . . . . 14 

Scalp, eiuptive disease of « . 80 

Sciatica. 8 

Sciatica, deep injection of chloroform in. . . . 127 

Sciatic neuralgia 04 

Scraps of practice 807 

Scrofula, formula for 106 

Scrofula, utoere 218 

Sebaceous glands, to destroy. .. ... 223 

Sedatives, for the young 221 

Sedative antiseptic 222 
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Seed, 1,000 yean old. 83 

Sexual hygiene 274 

8even Springs mass 170 

Shaving soap 884 

Shoulder presentation, version by the vertex 118 

Sick headache 88 

Sick etomach 165 

Sick stomach, hot water for 129 

Sideraphite 34 

Sign of early pregnancy 210 

Skin, eruptive diseases of 115 

Skin, cracked 107 

Skin affections, remedy for 80 

Skin, brown discoloration of. 338 

Slippery elm jelly and tea 338 

Smith, Dr. Ar A., on therapeutics of the head 83 

Small doses of medicine, value of 270 

Smallpox, important if true 58 

Snails, vitality of. 198 

Snake bite, carbonate of amonia in 338 

Snake bite, to cure hydrophobia 344 

Sneezing to reduce hernia 95 

Soda for burns 374 

Soda, hypophosphate of. 14 

Sore throat, chronic 184 

Sore nipples 48 334 

Soothing syrup, Window's 805 

Sozodont 805 

Spectacles, colored 77 

Spleen 808 

Spermatorrhea 188 

Spray carbolic, in bronchial catarrh 76 

Steel, to take rust from 348 

Sticta pulmonaria 147 

Stillingia 147 

Stimulants in typhoid fever 89 

Still burning— a coal mine 198 

Stove blacking 106 

Strumous ophthalmia 79 

Strumous cases, remedy for 34 

Strychnia 46, 350 

Strictures , 317 

Subcutaneous injection of morphia 803 

Sogar-coated pills 198 

Sngar-coated pills, originator of 810 

Sulphate of cinchonidia, Ac. 267, 888 189 

Sulphate of zinc in chorea 160 

Sulphocyanide of potassium 168 

Sulphuric acid in chronic urticaria 156 

Sulpho-phenate of soda * 376 

Summer complaint, baths in 41 378 

Sun 53 

Sunlight 198 

'Suprapubic lithotomy 380 

Supra orbital neuralgia, syphilitic 51 

Supra orbital neuralgia, uncomplicated. 61 

Sweating, coliquitive 71 

Sweating, profuse 316 

Sweet spirits of nitre dissolves salacylic acid 156 

Swift, Dr. T. B., letter from 336 

Bylicate of soda in sciatica 324 

Syphilis, curability of 183 

Syphilis, treatment of 42 

Syphilis, fumigation in . . . . 814 

Syphilis, doubtful points in history of. 60 

Syphilis and scrofula 344 

Syphilitic father? and healthy children 839 

Syphilitic headache 84 

Syrupus assafoetida. 4 

Syrupus Pectoralis 4 



Syiupus asthmaticus 4- 
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Tttniafuges, combination of 75- 

Tanniun gargle 886 

Tape worm 378 886- 

Tape worm, electuary for 133. 

Tartar emetic , 146 

Tar water in typhoid fever 341 

Tax on physicians 195 

Taxis, Dugas' method of 128 

Taynya, new remedy for syphilis and scrofula 344 

Teeth, sympathetic lesion, etc 308 

Telephone.. 107 280 868 

Temperature of the earth 284 

Testicles and the procreation power 280 

Tetanus, nerve stretching in ■ • • H 

Tetanus, traumatic case of. 262 

Teratology 285 

Texas, medical convention 188 

Thermometry in diseases 104 

Thigh, antiseptic treatment of 10 

Thompson's eye *ater 221 

Throat, chronic sore 134 

Tic doloreux, bromide ef potassium in. . . . 78 

Tinia, tonsurans 81 

Tinnitus aurium, hydrobromic acid in 248 

Toast water 187 

Tobacco 283 

Toe itch 163 

Tooth powder 160 

Tomato leaf, singular property of 185 

Tonic, a fine 250 

Tonic doses of mercury 221 

Tonic, laxative and anodyne 885 

Tong pang chong 240 

Toothache , 107 

Toothache drops 234 221 

Tonsils, enlarged 885 

Tonsils, pultaceous concretion from 389 

Tortion in hemorrhage. 15 

Tracheotimy to remove foreign body 58 

Tracueotimy with the thermo cautery 181 

Trepanning for fracture... i 215 

Transactions, society of California 196 

Transactions medical society of Virginia 88 

Transactions Miss. Med. Ass 84 

Transactions medical society of Alabama. . . 181 

Transfusion in anaemia 354 

Transfusion and auto-transfusion 87 

Trismus nasceutium 357 

True physician, marks of. 283 

Tuberculosis, transmissible • • 388 

Turkish bath described.... 85 

Turpentine inhalations 886 

Typhoid fever, ergot in 76 44 

Typhoid fever, how produced 135 

Typhoid fever, iodoform in 882 

Typhoid fever, reduction of heat in 374 

Typhoid fever, stimulants in 69 

Ulcer gastric, milk treatment 47 

Ulcers, chloral in 50 

Ulcers corneal 159 

Ulcers, scrofulous, plaster for 318 

Ulcers of leg, bandaging for 151 
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Umbilical hernia in infants 49 

Union by first intention 148 

United States Pharmacopea 88 

Upper Georgia, climate of. 55 

UraBmic headache 84 

Uremia convulsions, Ac 245 

Urates 322 

Urate of lime 282 

Urate of ammonia 224 

Urethra, female, neuralgia of 188 

Urine, retention of 243 

Urine, incontinence of in children 251 

Urinary deposits 161 251 

Urticaria, sulphuric acid in 158 

Uterus dilatation of 70 
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Uterine disorders 24 23 

Uterine neuralgia 51 

Uterine injections, unsafe 125 

Uterine dilator -'- 195 
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Vaccine and erysipelas 832 

Varices of the leg 186 

Varieties in animals 107 

Vasaline , 277 

Vasaline in nasal discharges 187 

Varicocile, six cases of 45 

Vegetable diet for epileptics 50 

Velpeau's diarrhoea mixture 28 

Veratrum, gelsominum as an antidote for. . . 40 

Veratrum poisoning 301 

Veratrum viride 96 

Veratrum wide, in puerperal convulsions. .-. 99 

Veratrum viride, in rheumatism 92 

Venous pulse from chloroform 52 

Vermin 885 

Vertebrated animals in the human stomach.. 54 
Version by the vertex in shoulder presenta- 
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Vertigo, hydrobromic acid in 306 
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Vomiting in phthisis 270 

Vomiting in pregnancy 105 
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Warts, cromic acid for 77 

Water 225 

Water, influence on biliary secretion 327 
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MEDICAL PROGRESS AND MEDL 
CAL JOURNALS. 

BT ROBERT C. WORD, If.D. 



Under the investigations of modem 
science, old theories are being exploded, 
important discoveries made, and new de- 
velopments constantly occuring in every 
department of human knowledge. 

It may truthfully be said that in no 
other field has there been greater and 
more rapid progress than in medicine, 
and the branches collateral to it. 

The discoveries in chemistry, in the 
last twenty years, constitute it almost a 
new science. Physiology has made rapid 
strides, unfolding to our comprehension 
mysteries hitherto unknown in regard to 
the processes of nutrition, secretion, 
calorification, etc. The microscope has 
contributed largely to these discoveries, 
and given us further insight into the de- 
velopment and the growth of tissues. 
The advances in gynecology, the use of 



anaesthetic agents, and the improved 
methods of diagnosis have been many 

and important. 

New appliances in surgery, and new 
agents in therapeutics, are so numerous 
and valuable that the physician who neg- 
lects to read the medical journals will 
soon find himself distanced by his com- 
petitors, and numbered among the 
ignorant and non-progressive 

A short time ago the writer was called 
to consult with a practitioner at a distant 
country location, who, though a man of 
some intelligence, had neglected to take 
and to read a medical journal since the 
commencement of the Confederate war. 
His patient was suffering intense pain, 
and had been vomiting until exhaustion 
was alarming, and death appeared imi- 
nent. As the stomach rejected every 
remedy, a third of a grain of morphine 
was hy podermically injected. The result 
was a speedy and complete relief to all 
the symptoms. The attending physician 
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expressed great astonishment, having 
never seen or heard of a hypodermic 
syringe. We opine if this man were to 
peruse the late volumes of The Southern 
Medical Record he would find himself 
very much in the condition of old Rip 
Van Winkle when first he beheld the 
strange faces around him, and gazed at 
the changes which had been wrought dur- 
ing his twenty years' nap. 

The instance to which we have re- 
ferred shows the importance of medical 
journals to the practicing physician. 
They are indispensible. Indeed, it is 
due to his own conscience and self-re- 
spect, and is justly expected by his pa- 
trons, that the man who assumes to treat 
the sick should keep pace with the pro- 
gress of his art, and be prepared to give 
his patients the benefit of the latest and 
most ajjproved agencies known to the 
medical world. To do this it is abso- 
lutely necessary that he take one or more 
good medical journals. If he has the 
means, it were well to take two ; the 
one a quarterly, wherein subjects are 
treated exhaustively; the other a monthly 
or weekly, wherein he may find and 
promptly avail himself of all that is new 
and practical in the field of medical pro- 
gress. The former may be dispensed 
with by the occasional purchase of stan- 
dard new books ; but the latter the busy 
practitioner can not dispense with with- 
out greatly impairing his success and dis- 
regarding his conscientious obligations 
to his profession and his patients. 

For a thing so indispensible and im- 
portant, it will not do to plead the cost 
as an excuse. A single visit or office 
prescription will offset the price of sub- 
scription, while often a single item in the 
ournal will repay the amount a hundred 
f old, to say nothing of the satisfaction 



and pleasure it affords to read the medi- 
cal news, and to consult the views and 
experience of medical writers, in all parts 
of the world, upon the varied and inter- 
esting subjects connected with the pro- 
fession. 

CASE OF MALFORMATION. 

Dr. W. G. Hunt, of Kentucky, writes 
us that he had a singular case of imper- 
fect development of the genitals in a 
faetus : 

"Nature, in one of her freaks, present- 
ed me with a very peculiar phenomenon 
in the way of monstrosity, by failing in 
her anatomical construction of the fe- 
male genitals. 

The child being born, my attention 
was called by the nurse, to make the 
necessary discrimination, usually called 
for by the parents, as to whether a male 
or female, as the characteristic develop- 
ments were insufficient for a satisfactory 
diagnosis. "Why, Doc, is it a mor- 
phadite ?" (hermaphrodite) inquired the 
old lady. I, of cQurse, responded in 
the negative, as I think there is no such 
thing, unless the words hermaphrodite 
and monstrosity are synonymous. The 
labia majora presented the appearance 
and felt much like the male scrotum, 
there being perfect occlusion of the vul- 
vae, with a raphe separating the labia, 
similar to that of the male scrotum, ex- 
tending to the meatus urinarus, pre- 
senting no marks of distinction of sex, 
except the clitoris and meatus urinarus. 
I expected to have operated in this case, 
but lost sight of the unfortunate child 
by its removal from my neighborhood. 
It ultimately died of malarial fever." 

Laxative Pill — 

R. Aloes two scruples, 

Nux vomica five grains. 

Ft. pills No. xx. Dose i pill. 
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HOSPITAL REPORTS. — PHILA- 
DELPHIA DISPENSARY. 



DB. MARIS, BX8IDKNT PHYSICIAN. 



REVIEW OF THE TREATMENT OF NERVOUS 
DISEASES, AND EXTRACTS FROM CLINICS. 



NO. I. 



BBPORTED BY C. 0. VAKDRRBKCK, M. D. 



EPILEPSY. 

Dr. Maris depends chiefly upon the 
bromides, large doses and long continu- 
ed. He has seen but one case that 
seemed to be actually cured. In the 
majority of cases there is an improve- 
ment, a check of the disease, but his 
experience leads him to believe-that real 
cure is seldom. 

NEURALGIA. 

When there is any history or periodi- 
city, he uses sulphate of cinchonia. He 
began to use this on account of its cheap- 
ness compared with quinia, as this is an 
important point to remember in dispen- 
sary service. He is satisfied now, from 
the evidence of a long experience, and 
abundant trials, and careful watching of 
results, that the cinchonia sulphate is 
just as efficacious as quinine, and need 
not be given in one-third larger doses. 
It is a drug to be preferred to quinia, as 
it has not the same tendency to bring on 
various unpleasant cerebral symptoms. 
In many cases of neuralgia he is fond 
of using the bromides. A very favorite 
prescription, when there is need of any 
decided narcotic effect, is what is known 
in the institution as the narcotic tonic. 
The formula of this is as follows ; 

R. Ext. opii . 

Ext. conii 

Ext. can. indicae 



Ext. bellad aa dr. ss. 

Dis. in alcohol oz. iss 

Add 
Strychnia, gr. ss 

(dis. in dr. j of alcohol) 

Quin. sul gr. x 

Aq. acidulata oz. j 

01. anisi gtt. iij 

Sy. acacia oz. j M. 

Sig. — Dose 10 drops, repeated cau- 
tiously. 

Again, the subcarbonate of iron is of 
peculiar value in very many cases of 
neuralgia, not simply as a ferruginous 
tonic in anaemic cases, but it seems to 
have a special or peculiar effect in this 
painful malady. He does not attempt 
to explain the modus operandi, but a 
multiplied experience has taught him 
its value, and has corroborated the state- 
ment made to him years ago, by old Dr. 
Casper Wistar, of this city, who claimed 
the wonderful value of this drug in neu- 
ralgia, especially that variety affecting 
the fifth pair of nerves. 

SCIATICA. 

Only a general idea can be given of 
the plan of treatment for these various 
nervous diseases. The treatment varies, 
of course, but this review is to present 
more particularly any special features of 
therapeutics. Besides the usual plan of 
counter-irritation, the doctor is in the 
habit of prescribing a mixture of cimici- 
fuga and phosphate of ammonia. The 
prescription is this : 

R. Tinct. cimicifugae 

Liq. phos. ammoniac. . 

Aquae aa oz. ij M. 

Sig. — Tablespoonful thrice daily. 

The solution of phosphate of ammonia 
is of the strength of 60 grains to the 
ounce of water. 
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CHOREA. 

Dr. Maris depends upon cimicifuga 
for treating this convulsive disorder. He 
has cured many cases with this drug. 
Arsenic is sometimes prescribed, but it 
has not met his expectations ; he thinks 
it may be due to his not pushing the 
arsenical treatment sufficiently. 

Iron is given in anaemic cases, and 
every source of irritation removed. The 
doctor is now treating a case of chorea 
in a young lady twenty-one years old, 
whose left foot is the seat of the affec- 
tion. The movement is of a stamping 
character, and has worn out the shoe on 
this foot. The treatment is by cimici- 
fuga, but she has not been using it long 
enough to note the effect. 

Some of the house prescriptions used 
in this institution are as follows : 

I. MISTURA INTERMITTI. 

R. Cinchoniae sulphatis gr. xvj 

Acid, sulphuricum gtt. ij 

Tinct ferri chlor f. dr. j 

Syrupi , 

Aquae font f. oz. j Ml 

II. MISTURA FUSCA. 

R. Ext. glycyrrhizae gr. xv 

Pul. acaciae, 

Sach. albi ...aa gr. xv 

Tinct. opiicamph f. dr. j 

Vinum antimonii f. dr. ss 

Spts. aether is nit gtt. xv 

Ammoniae murias. .*..'... gr. xv 
Aquae f. oz. j M. 

III. MISTURA TUTTII. 

R. 01. morrhuae f. ox. ij 

Tinct. ferri et quassiae..f. oz. ss M. 

IV. MIST. PoTASSII CHLORATIS ET FERRI. 

R. Potassi chloratis dr. ss 

Tinct. ferri chlor f. dr. j. 

Aquae, q. s. ad f. dr. j. M. 

V. PILULA PODOPHYLLI COMP. 

R. Podophilii gr. ss 



Ext colocynth comp gr. ijis 

OL carui gtt. J M. 

Et ft. pil. No. 1. 

VI. PIL. 0PII COMPOSITA. 

R. Pulv. opii - gr. ss 

Mass. hydrarg ,gr. j M. 

Et. ft. pil. No. 1. 

VII. PIL. CERII OXALAS. 

R. Cerii oxalas gr. j 

Ex. gent q. s. M. 

Et ft. pil. No. 1. 

VIII. PULVIS COLUMBjB COMPOSITUS. 

R. Columbae dr. iv 

Mag. [carb dr. iij 

Zingiberis dr. j 

01. carui gtt. iv M. 

Sig. — A half drachm night and morn- 
ing. 

IX. SVRUPUS CERASI C0MP05ITUS. 

R. Morphiaeacet.. gr. j 

Syr. scillae f. oz. j 

Syr. pruni virg oz. ij M- 

Sig. — One drachm three times a day. 

X. SYRUPUS ASSAFCETIDiE. ^ 

r 

R. Tine, assafcetidae f. oz. ss 

Syrupi oz. iss M. 

XI. SYRUPUS PECTORALIS. ^ 

R. Syr. pruni. virg f. oz. j 

Tine. Benzoni comp, ... 

Tine, hyoscyami aa f. oz ss M. 

Sig. — A teaspoonful three times a day. 

XII. SYRUPUS ASTHMATICUS. 

R. Syr. scillae f. oz. j 

Tine, lobeliae 

Liq. morph. sul aa f . oz. ss M. 

Sig. — A teaspoonful three times a day. 
— Med. and Sutg. Rep. 

Gelseminum for Dilatation of Cervix. 
— Dr. Agnew, in Va. Med. Monthly, 
states that Gelseminum proved effica- 
cious in three obstinate cases of rigid 
cervix. He gives ten drops every ten 
minutes until thirty drops are taken. 
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OPIUM POISONING, TREATED BY 
ELECTRICITY AND BELLA- 
DONNA. 



BY KABTCET BURKB, M D., OF NEW YORK CITT. 

I would, with your permission, report 
a very interesting case of opium poison- 
ing cured by electricity and belladonna. 

Late one evening, when returning 
home from a distant visit, I was hurriedly 
addressed by a man who desired me to 
go immediately to see Mr. S., who had 
taken a sufficient quantity of opium to 
destroy life. While I was going for my 
battery, he called upon my friend Dr. 
Hanks, who resides beside me. We 
both hurried to the residence of our pa- 
tient, and found him in a state of coma ; 
pupils contracted to the size of a pin's 
head, and breathing somewhat stertorous. 
His respirations were four a minute ; his 
pulse was slow. His wife stated that he 
had taken the opium about forty-five 
minutes before. Dr. Hanks had mean- 
while sent for a prescription of — 

R. Zinci sulphatis, gr.xxx 

Fluidi extract! ipecacuanhas, dr.iss 

which, having been procured, was im- 
mediately administered. It vomited our 
patient in about three minutes. A Dr. 
White hatti meanwhile arrived, and he 
proposed the administration of bella- 
donna ; accordingly, about the twenty- 
ourth of a grain of atropia was'given 
hypodermically. Another mixture of 
zinc and ipecac was administered. It 
promptly vomited the patient, and, in- 
deed, in the matter ejected we detected 
the smell of opium. A small quantity 
of food was also discovered. 

Our patient was now partially con- 
scious, and although we had introduced 
the tube of a stomach pump into his 
pharynx, he caught it between his teeth, 
and fearing that he would cut it through, 



we removed it. Our patient said he 
wished to die. His clothes were dragged 
upon his reluctant limbs, and at half past 
eleven o'clock we commenced to walk 
our would-be suicide. 

I now examined the bottle in which 
he had procured the preparation of 
opium. It was a two-ounce bottle, in 
which remained about a drachm of dark- 
looking fluid. I afterward learned from 
the druggist, to whom Mr. S. was known, 
that he had procured a two-ounce mix- 
ture containing equal parts of tincture 
opii and alcohol ; of this only a drachm 
remained. We now administered large 
quantities of strong black coffee, part of 
which was vomited. At about quarter 
after twelve a.m., another one-twenty- 
fourth grain of atropia was administered, 
subcutaneously. Our patient was now 
conscious, but was unwilling to walk. 
Pupil's had dilated to almost normal size. 
More coffee was given. Half-past one 
o'clock, patient staggered and fell. We 
now proposed electricity, and accord- 
ingly I applied both poles of the battery 
over the situation of the phrenic nerves ; 
it caused him to take a prolonged and deep 
inspiration. His respirations, with and 
without electricity, werfe counted ; with 
electricity, they were about nine per 
minute; without it, seven. 

In order to keep him awake, or to 
awaken him, we occasionally applied the 
poles of the battery to the posterior cer- 
vical nerves. This aroused him at once ; 
he raised himself, and endeavored to es- 
cape from this sharp sting. We removed 
the poles, and again he sank into a state 
of coma. At about three o'clock atro- 
pia, grain one-twenty-fourth, was again 
administered. His pupils now became 
normal. We had previous to this never 
permitted our patient to sleep, using only 
electricity ; but at four o'clock we per- 
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mitted him to slumber,employing a some- 
what weaker power to the phrenic nerves, 
thereby increasing the depth of the res- 
pirations, and, indeed, their frequency, 
in about the proportion of one to three 
a minute. In lengthening the respira- 
tory force its effect was wonderful. Dr. 
Hanks and I relieved each other, remain- 
ing with our patient until about six 
o'clock. We now could easily arouse 
him, and accordingly it was deemed ad- 
visable to remove the battery. I should 
state, however, that the patient's respi- 
ration never, during our treatment, went 
below four, and never, even under the 
influence of electricity, went above ten. 

Mr. S., being of strong physique, re- 
covered rapidly. Three days after he 
attended to his business. — Medical and 
Surgical Reporter. 



SOME FORMS OF DYSPEPSIA: 



Dr. F. Delafield {Ame*. Clinical Lec- 
tures, Vol. 2, No. 4,) under Jthe" above 
title gives some valuable suggestions: 
(1.) Dyspepsia confined to the stomach 
has the following symptoms, viz.: at- 
tacks of pain and vomiting, coming at 
first at long and then at short intervals 
— the attack always excited by the in- 
gestion of food and the pain ceasing 
when the stomach is emptied. The 
disease lasts for years, and steadily 
grows worse. Medical treatment alle- 
viates the symptoms for longer or shorter 
intervals, but never permanently. 

The most rational and effectual treat- 
ment of these cases is the systematic 
use of the stomach-pump. The pump, 
as a rule, is not to be used till three 
hours after a meal of solid food. The 
patient soon learns to use the pump at 
home. (2.) Dyspepsia due to func- 
tional derangement of the small intes- 



tine, the stomach being unaffected. 
Symptoms — £ain is the most troubfe- 
some and may be referred to any part 
of the abdominal cavity. It is usually 
described as a constant dull pain — has 
no special relation to the ingestion of 
food or its quality. It occurs when the 
stomach is full or empty — whether the 
food is spare and simple or abundant 
and rich. The use of liquor will usu- 
ally stop it for a short time. There may 
be some particular time of the day at 
which the pain comes on with tolerable 
regularity. There may be nausea, but 
not vomiting. Appetite is often good, 
and food causes no distress. Some cases 
are easily relieved by treatment ; others 
prove obstinate. Drugs indicated are, 
cubebs, ipecac, and assafoetida. Horse- 
back riding is often of great service. 

(3.) Dyspepsia from disordered func- 
tion of the liver. Clinically, these 
cases can be divided into two classes : 
(a.) Those of florid complexion and of 
well-developed adipose and muscular 
tissues, {b.) Those of pallid complex- 
ion, spare figure and feeble muscles. 
In the first class the symptoms are due 
to derangement of those functions of 
the liver which should effect the de- 
structive metamorphosis of albuminoid 
substances, so that patients receive a 
full supply of the nutritious portions of 
the food, but do not get rid of the ex- 
crementitious. In the second class, the 
functions which should assimilate [the 
fat and peptones are so disordered that 
the patient is imperfectly nourished. In 
one case the tissues are overmanured, 
but badly drained; in the other, they 
are well enough drained but not ma- 
nured at all. 

Symptoms of the first class of cases 
are— depression of spirits, liability to 
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attacks of vertigo, bowels more or less 
irregular, urine apt to contain an excess 
of uric acid or of the urates, partial loss 
of memory, an inability to apply the 
mind to business. Treatment — an entire 
abstinence from every kind of alcoholic 
drink ; also from tobacco ; vigorous 
outdoor muscular exercise; drugs as 
indicated. 

Symptoms of the second class of 
cases — flatulence, headache, curious 
nervous feelings in various parts of the 
body, sleeplessness, hypochondria often, 
irregular action of the heart, pain in the 
precordial region and a dull pain in the 
right hypochondriac region, extending 
to the back and shoulder, constipation, 
emaciation, urine normal usually. Treat* 
ment of this condition is different. Diet 
must be carefully regulated — full and 
nutritious ; wines, etc. , are often of ser- 
vice ; cream and cod liver oil are some- 
times indicated ; constipation must be 
relieved, nervous symptoms allayed, ap- 
petite improved by the mineral acids, 
exercising in the open air, bathing the 
entire body daily in cold water. 



EUCALYPTUS AS A DISINFEC- 
TANT, ANTISEPTC AND EPI- 
DEMIC REMEDY. 



By A. M. Woodwabd, M.D., Tunkhannock,;Pa. 

I propose giving you a little of my 
experience in the use of Eucalyptus. 
About the last of August, 1875, I had 
a case of intermittent fever which qui- 
nine did not touch, from the fact that 
it would not stay in the stomach so long 
as while it was going down, even at the 
intervals between the sweating stage 
and chill. I suppose you will say that 
I did not prepare the stomach for the 
quinine. The Eucalyptus prepared the 



stomach by antidoting the poison that 
produced the trouble, and the case was 
cured in three days.— no more chills after 
the first fifteen drops of Eucalyptus were 
administered. It proved to be the only 
remedy the stomach would recognize as 
the tool which nature or the vital force 
required to work with in the case, and 
the beauty of it in such cases is, you 
can give it with all certainty without 
regard to stage, or, as the old folks used 
to say, " idiosyncrasy." You can call it 
anti-periodical in this, case, or what you 
please. I only pretend to say, it was 
the specific antidote or remedy for the 
case. 

Case 2.— < ' Facial neuralgia. " Lady, 
aged 55, bilious and sanguine tempera- 
ment; had been troubled by spells for 
several years. All the usual remedies 
failed to even afford relief. From its 
periodic character I tried Eucalyptus. 
(I should have said that the patient pos- 
sessed an erysipelatous diathesis.) From 
the first fifteen-drop dose, I could see an 
amendment, and in twenty-four hours 
the neuralgia was gone ; and at the usual 
time for it to return this fall, it did not 
put in an appearance. There were 
slight symptoms, but two or three doses 
of Eucalyptus were sufficient to set all 
right again. 

Case 3.—^ an Antiseptic and Disin- 
fectant Having a case of retained pla- 
centa at the fourth month, and not being 
called until the odor in the room became 
almost unbearable, I removed what I 
could of the putrid placenta, and or- 
dered vaginal enemas of tepid water, 
adding a little castile soap, and used on 
my hands carbolic and salicylic acid, 
without much effect. I then tried Eu- 
calyptus, which was at once the suffi. 
cient disinfectant. I at once returned 
and ordered the vaginal enemas changed 
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to Eucalyptus put in alcohol equal parts, 
adding a teaspoonful to one-half pint or 
a pint of tepid water, and use at once, 
the enemas being repeated every three 
hours. Suffice it to say, the next day 
when I called there was no putrescency 
about the room or bed, although there 
were pieces of the placenta passed at 
several different times after the Euca- 
lyptus was commenced, and the patient 
made a good recovery. 

Case 4. — Lady, aged 58. General 
erysipelas, with putrid dysenteric pas- 
sages. Case pronounced hopeless by 
others. I gave a dose of Eucalyptus 
(15 drops), followed by veratrum gtt. 
vii, water oz. iv, a teaspoonful to be 
given every half hour until a moisture 
appeared on the skin. The passages 
spoken of occurring every few minutes 
before taking the Eucalyptus, did not 
occur but once after the first fifteen 
drops in twelve hours, and no more 
putrescency. After the first dose I 
prepared fluid extract Eucalyptus dr. ij, 
water oz. iv. Dose, a teaspoonful al- 
ternately with the veratrum. The pa- 
tient made a good recovery. 

Case 5. — Child aged 8 years. Diph- 
theria. Had been treated three days 
" regular," and one case in same family 
treated "regular," died of same disease. 
Found the child's mouth black as ink ; 
diphtheria coating as thick as one-half 
the length of the uvula ; pulse asthenic, 
and breath very putrid. This was the 
only child left in the family, and I con- 
sidered the responsibility, the parents 
being willing to risk the change of doc- 
tors. I made a gargle of tincture Bap* 
tisia dr. j, Eucalyptus dr. iss, water oz. 
iv, to be used, a teaspoonful as a gargle 
every hour, and one-half teaspoonful 
taken alternately with the gargling. 



Also, tine, veratrum gtt. v, aconite gtt. 
vij, water oz. iv. M. S. One teaspoon- 
ful every hour. Sharp vinegar applied 
to the throat externally. Was to call 
again next day, but must confess I did 
not care about getting quite there until 
I heard the child was alive, and to my 
astonishment I found the mouth and 
throat as clean and natural in color as I 
could wish ; tonsils somewhat swollen, 
but of natural color ; pulse full and 
normal. Result, a good recovery. — Ec- 
lectic M*d. Jour. 



PROCEEDINGS OF THE PHILA- 
DELPHIA COUNTY MEDICAL 
SOCIETY. 



The Vice-President, Dr. Benjamin Lee, in 

the Chair. 



At a conversational meeting, held 
Arpil 26, 1876, after the reading of Dr. 
Taylor's paper, for which a vote of 
thanks was tendered to the author, the 
subject of the " Influence of Maternal 
Impressions " was discussed. 

Dr. Wm. Goodell thought that there 
is more truth in the popular belief than 
physicians are willing to concede. He 
had noticed, however, of late, a growing 
disposition on the part of scientific men 
to treat the subject with more consider- 
ation. As a matter of fact, the sperma- 
tozoon, a microscopic cell, is capable of 
transmitting and reproducing paternal 
traits, both mental and physical. Hence 
it would seem highly probable that the 
mother, who contributes so much to the 
structure of the new being, would be 
more likely to impress upon it her domi- 
nant traits during its plastic stage, and 
that unusual excitement or agitation on 
her part during this period would be 
exceedingly liable to disturb the devel* 
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opment of the foetus. The following 
case is one in point : He was called to 
attend a lady, whose husband (a physi- 
cian) was possessed with the idea that 
the child would be born with some de- 
formity of the genital organs. This, in- 
deed, Dr. C. found to be the case, for at 
the birth the foreskin was entirely want- 
ing, and the glans encircled by a ring of 
granulations, presenting the appearance 
of a recent circumcision. This occur- 
rence was attributed to the fact that the 
mother, during early pregnancy, had 
taken extraordinary interest in a descrip- 
tion of this Hebrew rite, which her hus- 
band had been invited to witness in a 
neighbor's child. Among the Jews, 
children are not infrequently born cir- 
cumcised ; and this curious fact is not to 
be explained by the law of heredity 
alone. 

Dr. J. S. Eshleman said that there 
was undoubtedly a germ of truth in the 
popular belief, but he always endeavor- 
ed to explain away such morbid im- 
pressions, when they existed, for the 
sake of the mother, whose health might 
be affected by dwelling on them. 

The following case in Dr. E. 's prac- 
tice appeared at first to strongly confirm 
the opinion that maternal impressions 
may affect the development of the foetus: 
An Irish woman was firmly convinced 
that her child would be born with a tu- 
mor "on its seat," because some one 
had described such a congenital growth 
in her presence. At the birth a large 
prominence was discovered in the child's 
perineum to confirm her impression. 
This tumor was subsequently removed 
by Prof. Gross, who pronounced it a 
foetal cyst, due to a germ that had been 
blighted in its development. If the na- 
ture of the growth had not been demon- 
strated, this case would have been con- 



firmation strong ; but it would be diffi- 
cult to see how a mental impression on 
the mother could be powerful enough to 
introduce into the uterine cavity the 
germ of another child. 

Dr. John G. Stetler said that it was 
an acknowledged physiological law that 
the first pregnancy influenced subsequent 
conceptions, but thought that it acted 
locally through the impression on the 
uterine tissues probably, rather than by 
means of the nervous system. — Med. 
Times, 

THE TREATMENT OF ALBUMI- 
NURIA. 

Dr. T. Lauder Brunton, editor of the 
Practitioner, says, in an article on albu- 
minuria, that its symptoms are those of 
anaemia, viz., a pale and pasty complex- 
ion of the patient, who, on inquiry, tells 
you that he is weak, that he is short of 
breath, and suffers from dyspepsia and 
nervous weakness; that you may ob- 
serve oedema of the legs, and you find 
albumen in the urine. 

The causation of albuminuria must be 
distinguished as : 

1. Spurious albuminuria due to white 
of egg. 

2. True albuminuria, in which serum 
albumen appears in the urine, and which 
is due to venous congestion or disease 
of the tubules. 

The first indication for treatment, then f 
is, remove the venous obstruction ifyou 
can. The second is, lessen the flow of 
blood to the kidneys by drawing some 
of it elsewhere. 

The venous obstruction depending on 
pregnancy will cease at the time of par- 
turition, but it may be diminished by the 
prone position, while that depending on 
cardiac disease may be lessened by the 
use of such drugs as digitalis, which 
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causes the heart to contract more forci- 
bly) and by thus diminishing its orifices 
may render its valves once more com- 
petent. 

The second indication is fulfilled by 
warm clothing, warm baths, and diapho- 
retics, which draw the blood to the skin, 
and by purgatives, which cause a greater 
flow of it towards the intestines. 

The third indication is to lessen the 
anaemia which results from the drain of 
albumen, and of itself produces so many 
distressing symptoms and injurious ef- 
fects. 

This indication is fulfilled by the ad 
ministration of iron, which increases the 
number of blood corpuscles, and at the 
same time diminishes the loss of albumen 
through the kidney. I will not at pres- 
ent attempt to explain how it acts, for 
this is matter of supposition, and others 
may be prepared with a more probable 
hypothesis than I can offer. — Med. and 
Surg. Rept. 

A SUCCESSFUL CASE OF AMPU- 
TATION OF THE THIGH TREA- 
TED ANTISEPTICALLY. 



By Lewis A. &tim80N,M.D., Surgeon to Presbyte- 
rian Hospital, New York. 



W , 37 years old, was admitted 

to the Presbyterian Hospital 13th No- 
vember, 1876, for a central osteo sar- 
coma occupying the lower half of the 
left femur. Amputation was performed 
November 21st, as follows, Drs. Van 
Buren, Detmold, Keyes, and the resi- 
dent staff of the hospital assisting : 

A medium-sized Lister's spray-produ- 
cer, supplied with a five per cent, solu- 
tion of carbolic acid, was so placed that 
its spray would fall directly upon the cut 
-urface. The thigh was washed with a 



2J per cent, solution of carbolic acid, 
and the instruments placed in a basin 
supplied with the same. The antero- 
posterior flap operation through the up- 
per part of the middle third was per- 
formed, as Esmarch's bandage having 
been applied to the leg, and a tourniquet 
to the femoral artery. The anterior 
flap, cut rather short on account of the 
proximity of the tumor, was made from 
without inwards, the posterior one by 
transfixion. The artery was found high 
up in the posterior flap, and a carbolized 
catgut ligature applied, both ends of 
which were cut short. All other bleed- 
ing points, about fifteen in number, 
were secured in the same manner. 

It had not been thought prudent to 
carry the elastic bandage over the tu- 
mor itself, and the flow of blood from 
the enlarged distal veins was, therefore, 
considerable ; but the arterial supply 
was controlled so effectually by Dr. Van 
Buren, that little or no blood was lost 
from the upper side. The sciatic nerve 
was dissected out and cut off high up, 
so as to save it from becoming imbedded 
in the cicatrix in case primary union 
should not be obtained. A carbolized 
drainage tube, to provide for the ready 
escape of the first flow of serum, was 
placed across the bottom of the wound, 
and the edges of the latter then brought 
together with silk sutures prepared with 
carbolized beeswax (about one to five). 
A strip of "protective" was laid along 
the wound, the end of the stump cov- 
ered with a square piece of muslin 
dipped in the carbolic solution, and 
eight thicknesses of carbolized guaze, 
prepared by Caswell & Hazard, but 
identical with that made in Edinburgh, 
placed over all and bound down with a 
roller bandage. A dram of brandy was 
given hypodermically, and the patient 
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placed in bed and surrounded with hot- 
water bottles. 

The schock of the operation was con- 
siderable, and the temperature fell that 
evening below 97 deg.; but the next 
day the patient had reacted finely, and 
since then he has eaten and slept better 
than for months previously, and has 
suffered no pain. Before the operation 
his general condition was bad, his appe- 
tite poor, his tongue red and glazed ; 
his temperature rose from 1 J to 2| de- 
grees every afternoon, and the pain, 
especially at night, was very severe. 
The preparatory treatment consisted of 
careful nourishment and tonic doses of 
mercury, in accordance with the facts 
recently established by Dr. Keyes. 

During the first twelve days following 
the operation his temperature never rose 
above 99f deg.; on the thirteenth day 
it rose to 100J deg., returning on the 
fifteenth to 98£, an excursion due appa- 
rently to the appearance of a large car- 
buncle over the sacrum. 

Two weeks after the operation, the 
entire wound had united by first inten- 
tion, except at the outer angle, where 
the drainage tube had been maintained. 
No bare bone could be felt, and the 
sinus was not more than 1| inches deep. 
All the sutures had been removed, and 
it is worthy of remark that, although 
some were left in place fourteen days, 
there was no suppuration about them. 
On the tenth day the patient was able 
to sit up, and on the fifteenth to walk 
with crutches. 

The dressing was renewed the day 
after the operation and every second 
day thereafter for ten days, always un- 
der the spray, a frequency which was 
due to my desire to run no risks, and 
not to the amount of discharge, of 



which, if we except the first flow of 
serum, there has been scarcely half an 
ounce all told. — N. Y. Med. Rec. 



NERVE STRETCHING IN TETA- 
NUS, 



G. W. Callender, Surgeon to St. Bar- 
tholomew's Hospital, in The Lancet, ad- 
vocates the treatment of tetanus by nerve 
stretching. He writes: 

I am glad to hear that, quite recently, 
M. Verneuil has had under his care, in 
La Pitie, a case which he will, I hope, 
shortly publish. 

A man had suffered from a severe 
crush of the hand, and, following this, 
showed the symptoms of tetanus. Mr. 
Verneuil exposed the median nerve at 
the elbow, and the ulner at the wrist, 
and proceeded to exercise traction on 
them. The patient recovered completely. 

I hope this note may lead to a further 
trial of this method of treatment. The 
operation is not a severe one. The nerve 
is exposed and stretched, when freed 
from its surroundings, by traction with 
an ordinary vulsellum, from its central 
connections. No harm is likely to be 
sustained as a consequence. There is 
now abundant evidence, in the cases re- 
ported by Billroth, Nussbaum, and my- 
self, of the tolerance with which nerves 
submit to forcible stretching, so far as 
the after-performance of their functions 
is concerned. In view?, of the unsatis- 
factory results of the treatment of trau- 
matic tetanus as at present conducted, 
there is full justification for the perfor- 
mance of the operation as, at least, a 
last resource, although I should myself 
advocate its trial, as in the case under 
the care of M. Verneuil, as soon as the 
signs of the disease are distinctly recog- 
nized 
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EXAMINATION OF "PAIN-KIL- 
LERS." 



Jos. J. Pierron, Ph. C, in the Peninsular 
Journal of Medicine, gives the following 
abstract of a report on file in the Michi- 
gan University School of Pharmacy : 

Perry Davis 9 Pain Killer. In a bottle 
sold for a dollar : 

Spirit of camphor, about fl.oz.ij ; 

Tinct. of capsicum, about fl.oz.i; 

Guaiac oz.ss; 

Alcohol fl.oz.iij; 

Myrrh and color. 

Radway's Ready Relief. In a half- 
dollar bottle : 

Soap liniment, about fl.oz.iss; 

Tinct. of capsicum fl. oz.ss; 

Water of ammonia fl. oz.ss; 

Alcohol fl.oz.ss. 

Flagg*s Relief In a bottle sold for 
half a dollar : 

Oil of cloves, about •••fl.dr.i; 

Oil of sassafras fl.dr.ij; 

Spirit of camphor, • fl.oz.iss. 

Chamberlain's Relief In a bottle sold 
for thirty-five cents (approximately) : 

Tinct. of capsicum fl.oz.i; 

Spirit of camphor, fl.oz.J; 

Guaiac,. fl.oz.J; 

Color [tincture, to make two fluid 
ounces. 

Hamhris Wizard Oil. In a bottle 
sold for a dollar there are (in approxi- 
mate proportion) : 

Spirit of camphor. fl.oz.i; 

Spirit of ammonia fl. oz.ss; 

Oil of sassafras, ••...••••••••••fl.oz.ss; 

Oil of cloves, fl.dr.ij; 

Chloroform fl.oz.ss; 

Oil of turpentine « fl.oz.ss; 

Alcohol, to make about Ave fluid 
ounces. 



Kellogg f s Red Drops. A bottle, sold 
for half a dollar, contains (in approxi- 
mate quantities) : 

Spirit of camphor, fl.oz.ij; 

Spirit of origanam fl.oz.J; 

Oil of sassafras fl.oz.J; 

Oil of turpentine fl.oz.ss; 

Color tincture, to make three and a 
fourth fluid ounces. 
— Louisville Medical News. 



Abstracts and Gleanings. 

« 

Epilepsy. — Dr. A. McLane Hamilton, 
Physician to Epileptic Hospital, Black- 
well's Island, in an interesting paper on 
Epilepsy in the Chicago Medical Journal, 
urges the necessity for discovering the 
exciting cause in this obstinate and 
troublesome affection. He affirms that 
the causes are not so frequently idio- 
pathic as we are want to suppose. The 
treatment has been too empirical and 
routine, and that greater care in seeking 
the causes, and detecting the varied and 
delicate shades in epilepsy, would lead 
to better results in treatment. Reflex 
causes are at the root of many cases — 
among them uterine and ovarian irrita- 
tion are frequent causes, and in children 

the organs of digestion, etc. 

In syphilitic epilepsy pain precedes 

the attack. It is generally curable. 

The leading indications in treating 

epilepsy are — 

1. Removal of exciting cause, if pos- 
sible. 

2. The diminution of exaggerated re- 
flex susceptibility of the medulla. 

3. Equalization of cranial circulation. 

4. Abortion of paroxysms. 

5. Improvement of general condition. 
The remedies mentioned are the bro- 
mides, belladonna, digitalis, strychnine, 
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ergot, arsenic, amyl nitrite, tri-nitro-gly- 
cerin, cod liver oiL 

The bromides are frequently given to 
excess, producing prolonged bromism. 
He has had best results from sixty grains 
in twenty-four hours, and smaller quan- 
tities may suffice in some cases. 

Belladonna is particularly adapted to 
cases where there are centers of irrita- 
tion, as in gastric epilepsy, having the 
property of blunting reflex susceptibility. 

Ergot controls the cranial circulation, 
and diminishes congestion at the floor 
of the first ventrical. 

Arsenic is excellent for its anti-peri- 
odic and alterative action. 

Digitalis is useful when there is irreg- 
ularity of the heart's action, sluggish cir- 
culation, etc. 

Amyl nitrite and tri-nitro-glycerin 
produce congestion of the brain, and are 
useful in cases where there is cerebral 
anaema. 

The latter is as powerful a medicinal 
agent, as it is explosive. A tenth part 
of a drop touched to the tongue pro- 
duces rapid cerebral hyperdaemia. An 
alcoholic solution is not explosive. One 
drop may be dissolved in ten drops of 
alcohol, and this again diluted, so that 
a dose of ten drops will contain one- 
tenth of a drop of the remedy. 

Post Partem Hemorrhage.— Dr. Hern- 
don, in the Virginia Medical Monthly, re- 
ports a case of post partem hemorrhage 
wherein, having failed with all the usual 
remedies, he succeeded by injecting dr. 
yj tincture of iodine into the uterus. 
The long nozzle of a syringe was intro- 
duced for this purpose, up to the fundus 
uteri; The contraction of the uterus 
was immediate and permanent, and the 
hemorrhage effectively suppressed. 



Atropia as an Antidote to Hydrocyanic 
Acid. Jackson. {Druggists' Circular* 
January, 1876.)— In experimenting on 
dogs, Dr. J. says : Sulphate of atropia, 
in doses of one-fourth of a grain to one 
grain, injected under the skin, gave 
prompt relief in every case, even when 
large doses of the acid had been given. 
When the two poisons are administered 
at the same time none of the effects of 
prussic acid are developed ; but if as 
much as a grain of sulphate of atropia 
be injected, all the symptoms of atropia 
poisoning are observed. In some in- 
stances the antidote was withheld until 
the animal would fall down, and the res- 
pirations would be as few as six per 
minute, the dog being unconscious, then 
one- fourth grain of the antidote would 
relieve him immediately. J. S. K. 

Btomohydrate of Quinine. — The bro- 
mohydrate of quinine contains more of 
the alkaloid than the sulphate, and yet 
produces less cinchonism, the result, 
doubtless, of the soothing or hypnotic 
properties of the bromine in combina- 
tion. It is well adapted to nervous or 
irritable subjects, particularly to females 
suffering with dysmenorrhcea, neuralgia, 
or headache attended with cerebral hy- 
perdcemea. The dose is five to fifteen 
grains in pill or hypodermically. 

Hip Joint Amputation. — Two success- 
ful cases of amputation at the hip joint 
are reported in December number of the 
N. Y. Medical Journal, by Dr. Erskine 
Mason. 

The circular method was adopted in 

both cases. Esmarch's elastic bandage 
was applied upon the limb at the point 
of section, and the abdominal tourniquet 
was applied to compress the aorta. 
They are the first instances of the use 
of Esmarch's bandage in this operation. 
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The tourniquet used was the one 
known as May's modification of Signo- 
roin's. It was shown that the compress- 
ing pad in this instrument is too large. 
Hence, the one which bears the name 
of Lister is thought better. The com- 
pression of the pad in one case was 
followed by peritonitis, yet the case 
recovered. 

When the great mortality which has 
been heretofore reported of this opera- 
tion is considered, the favorable result 
must be largely due to the great saving 
of blood in the method here practiced. 

Hyposulphite of Soda.— The rapidity 
with which new agents are introduced, 
experimented with, lauded for a brief 
space for wonderful power, and hastily 
thrown aside, is well illustrated in the 
case of the hyposulphite of soda, which 
a few years ago was thrust forward and 
greiatly extolled, and is now scarcely 
heard of. And yet we are satisfied it 
should not be so, as we believe that it 
is a very valuable agent. 

It is particularly useful in obstinate 
eruptive diseases. A solution of one 
drachm to the ounce of water, locally 
applied, constitutes a pleasant and most 
effectual remedy for scabies, relieving 
very obstinate cases in a few days. 

The same solution is very efficacious 
as a topical application in diphtheria. In 
apthous ulcerations and other forms of 
sore mouth, it is admirable. 

Salicylate of Soda. — This salt is re- 
garded as a powerful febrifuge. It re- 
duces the temperature in feveri with great 
certainty and uniformity. Acts finely in 
rheumatic fever, and though not proven 
to possess strong anti-periodic properties 
will, in all probability, be found a pow- 
erful auxiliary to quinine in the treat- 
ment of malarial affections. 



Visical Disturbances from Diphtheria.— 
Prof. Seely read a paper before the 
Cincinnati Academy of Medicine, in re- 
gard to disturbances of vision during 
convalescence from diphtheria. 

" The phenomena, subjective and 
objective, usually are : inability to read 
fine print, fatigue of the eyes, double 
vision, vertigo and squint." 

These symptoms are attributed to in- 
flammatory action in the periphery of the 
optic nerve at its entrance into the eye- 
ball, resulting from diphtheritic poison.* 
In a case which was somewhat anaemic, 
repeated dry cupping to the temples, 
and the administration of the mur. tine. 
of iron was followed by relief. 

Scarlatinal Albuminaria. — Dr. Bell, in 
Transactions of the Pennsylvania Medical 
Society, says that in scarlatinal albumi- 
naria he has found the following pre- 
scription superior to all other iemedies : 
R. Scoparius, (the tops,) oz.ss; 
Water, ojss. 

Boil down to one pint, and give one 
to two tablespoonsful every four to six 
hours. 

Petroleum in Cutaneous Affections.— -The 
following ointment has been found highly 
efficacious in cutaneous affections, par- 
ticularly in porigo and other parasitic 
diseases of the scalp : 

R; Petroleum, oz.iv; 

Lard, (melted,) oss; 

Oil of lavender, gttxv; 

M. and stir at a gentle warmth until 
thoroughly blended. 

It is destructive to vermin, and is well 
adapted to the cure of mange of dogs, 
swine or other animals. In the human 
subject it may be applied twice a day, 
the part being first cleansed with castile 
soap and warm water. 
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Salicylate of Soda as an Antipyretic. — 
Dr. Nathan (Deut. Zeit. fur Prakt. 
Med. — London Medical Record, May 15, 
1876) has used this remedy in twelve 
cases, viz : nine of enteric fever, one of 
phthisis, one of osteomyelitis of both 
tibiae, and one of subperiosteal resec- 
tion of the femur. In all cases the tem- 
perature, which was excessively high, 
was reduced by salicylate of soda. The 
best antipyretic action was obtained 
by large doses often repeated — two 
drachms, repeated in two hours until an 
effect was produced. After the tempera- 
ture had become normal, smaller doses 
prevented the further rise of tempera- 
ture. The remedy is given in water, 
one part to four or five. As an antipy- 
retic he regards the salicylate of soda 
as preferable to quinine, digitalis, and 
veratria. — Detroit Rev. Med. 

Acute Rheumatism Treated by 

Salicin. — Dr. T. McLagan {London 
Lancet) reports eight carefully observed 
cases of rheumatism treated by salicin. 
From these he concludes : 

1. We have in salicin a valuable rem- 
edy in the treatment of acute rheumat- 
ism. 

2. The more acute the case, the more 
marked the benefit produced. 

3. In acute cases, its beneficial action 
is generally apparent within twenty- 
four — always within forty-eight — hours 
of its administration in sufficient dose. 

4. Given thus at the commencement 
of the attack, it seems sometimes to 
arrest the course of the malady as 
effectively as quinine cures an ague, or 
ipecacuanha a dysentery. 

5. The relief of pain is always one of 
the earliest effects produced. 

6. In acute cases, relief of pain and a 
full temperature generally occur simul- 
taneously. 



7. In sub-acute cases* the pain is 
sometimes decidedly relieved before 
the temperature begins to fall. This is 
especially the case when, as is frequently 
observed in those of nervous tompera- 
ment, the pain is proportionally greater 
than the abnormal rise of temperature 

8. In chronic rheumatism, salicin 
sometimes does good where other rem- 
edies fail, but it also sometimes fails 
where others do good. — Detroit Rev. 
Med. 

Chronic Dysentery — Cured by Topical 
Treatment. — Dr. T. G. Thomas {New 
York Medical Journal, January 1876) 
reports a case of chronic dysentery ot 
five years' standing cured by three ap- 
plications of nitric acid to the ulcerated 
rectum. The patient was anaesthetized — 
placed in the left lateral position, and 
after stretching the sphincter ani by the 
finger, a long duck-bill speculum was 
introduced. This was held by the nurse, 
exactly as in vaginal examinations, 
while by a depressor the anterior rectal 
wall was pressed downwards. The 
whole rectal canal was now exposed, to 
the sigmoid flexure. By syringe it was 
cleansed of all faecal matters. Through- 
out its whole extent the exposed intes' 
tine was seen swollen, oedematous, 
hanging in hemorrhoidal masses studded 
with deep ulcers, having grayish bottoms. 
It was greatly engorged and presented 
that deep red, almost violet hue, which 
is seen in the throat in cases of diphthe- 
ria. By cotton on a rod, nitric acid was 
lightly applied to the ulceis and swollen 
mucous membrane. After the third 
application, within a period of one 
month the patient was entirely well. — 
Detroit Rev. Med. 

Torsion — Its Advantages over Ligature 
in Arresting Hemorrhage. — M. Tillaux, 
in a lecture at a Paris hospital {Brit. 
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Med. Jour., May 20, 1876) stated that 
he had for five years used torsion for all 
arteries, large or small. He believed 
that torsion is applicable to all arteries, 
especially the larger ones. A single 
pair of forceps is sufficient, and not two 
pairs, as employed in England and else- 
where. The artery should be seized 
obliquely and not longitudinally, and in 
such a manner that the three coats, in 
their entire breadth, should be included 
in their grip. The torsion, or twisting, 
should then be practiced until the por- 
tion seized becomes detached. Torsion 
is applicable to atheromatous, or in- 
flamed arteries, as well as arteries in a 
healthy condition. 

Torsion favors union by the first in- 
tention, owing to the absence of a for- 
eign body, as in the case of ligatures. 
Like ligatures, torsion prevents primary 
hemorrhage; but it acts more ef- 
fectually in preventing secondary hem- 
orrhage. M. Tillaux asserts that, al- 
though he has employed torsion in 
about a hundred cases of capital opera- 
tions, he has never had a single case of 
primary or secondary hemorrhage. 

One of the attending surgeons to the 
Philadelphia hospital has for many years 
used torsion exclusively, with, on the 
whole, excellent success. He has de- 
vised an ingenious apparatus for twist- 
ing arteries. — Detroit Med. Rev. 

Lister's Antiseptic Method in Ovari- 
otomy. — Lister's antiseptic method in 
which carbolic spray and carbolized liga- 
tures, etc., are used in operations, is at- 
tracting much attention in certain of the 
Northern hospitals. Dr. J. Marion Sims, 
N. Y., reports a case of ovariotomy suc- 
cessfully treated by this method. Dr. 
Sass was invited to use his apparatus for 
the application of the carbolic spray. 
The following account of the operation 



we find in the Medical Record, of New 
York : 

The operation was done on Thursday, 
the 23d November last. I am particular 
in fixing the date, because I believe it 
inaugurates a new departure in ovari- 
otomy. 

Dr. Sass directed the spray, which 
covered the seat of operation with a del- 
icate carbolic mist. Tjhe hands, sponges, 
and instruments were all dipped in car- 
bolic water. The operation and dress- 
ing lasted forty minutes, the spray being 
kept up all the time. It could have 
been continued two hours, if necessary. 
There were no adhesions. The peri- 
toneal cavity contained six or eight 
ounces of a reddish serum. The peri- 
toneal membrane was everywhere deep- 
ly congested. This fact explains the 
presence of reddish serum, and the pre- 
vious attack of peritonitis. 

The pedicle was very short, and at 
least three inches broad. It was tied in 
three sections with strong twine, and 
drawn out and fixed in the lower angle 
of the wound, clamp-fashion. 

The external incision was closed by 
sutures, and a carbolized dressing ap- 
plied. 
The pulse never rose above 90, nor 

the temperature over 101. 

Convalescence was fully assured in 
forty-eight hours, and the patient is now 
quite well. The tumor was polycystic, 
on right side, and weighed fifteen 
pounds. 

I hasten to lay this case before the 
profession merely to urge the adption 
of Lister's antiseptic method in ovari- 
otomy, which, I am sure, will prove as 
valuable in this operation as it has in 
general surgery. 

Dr. Sass's apparatus answered its pur- 
pose admirably, and I think he has ren- 
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dered us a great service in bringing k 
before the profession at this time. 

India- Rubber Solution in Psoriasis. — 
In the London Lancet we find a case of 
Psoriasis treated with india-rubber so- 
lution as follows : 

A young woman, nineteen years of 
age, was admitted to the hospital on 
March 8th. She was of strumous ap- 
pearance, but otherwise in fair health. 
Her affection had existed from childhood 
with varying degree of intensity, some- 
times leaving her almost free, but with 
ever-recurring exascerbations. On ad- 
mission her condition was as follows: 
Irregular patches, averaging about an 
inch and a half in diameter, were scat • 
tered over the body, and more thickly 
on the outer aspect of the limbs, and 
especially about the elbows and knees, 
extending over the wrists and hands. 
These patches had a base of inflamed 
and thickened cutis, overlying and firmly 
adherent to which were hard and dry 
crusts, the results of hyperplastic action 
of cuticular elements of the usual psori- 
asis type, in places exceeding the eighth 
of an inch in thickness, most abundantly 
developed around the elbows and knees. 
These crusts having been removed, to 
one side of the body and corresponding 
limbs the india-rubber solution was ap- 
plied, while, to gain a comparative re- 
sult, the other side was treated with 
mercurial and tar compounds. The 
affected places, on the side to which the 
india-rubber solution was used, at the 
end of three weeks became mere red 
markings, having lost in great measure 
their thickened bases, with but little 
tendency to the formation of scales re- 
maining, while on the opposite side they 
continued to be produced, though with 
lessened activity, the inflammatory con- 



dition persisting. The india-rubber so- 
lution was then applied to the whole of 
the patches. She was discharged on 
May 3rd with only red stains to mark 
the former sites of the disease. The 
usual constitutional treatment was pur- 
sued. 

In many of my other cases also one 

side or limb has in like manner been 
treated with these impermeable cover- 
ings, the corresponding parts receiving 
the more ordinary applications to allow 

of compaiison of their actions. 
The same local treatment isapplicable 

also to some conditions of chronic 

eczema, but I have not as yet brought 

my experiments in that direction to a 

conclusion. 

The solution is thus prepared : 

R — India-Rubber oz. ss. 

Chloroform oz. xiss. 

It is not adapted to acute cases. 

Dropsical Effusions. — Dr. Chas. Burr, 
of carbondale. Pa. , tells us in the Penn • 
sylvania State Transactions, that he used 
to feel quite uncertain when called to a 
case of dropsy, but now he ' ' can smile 
and promise a speedy cure." The rea- 
son of this change is his adopting in all 
such cases the following prescription ; 

R. Infus. digitalis f.oz.iv. 

Potassae acetatis oz.ss. M. 

Dose — For an adult a tabiespoonful, 
for a child a teaspoonful, every two 
hours. 

If this prescription will exercise gen 
erally so happy an effect on physician 
and patient, our readers will thank us 
for reproducing it. — Med. and Surg. 
Rep. 

We have used the cremor tartar with 
digitalis with similar results. w. 

Insect Destroyer. — Take of quick lime 
four parts, sulphur one part. Break the 
lime into small pieces, mix the sulphur 
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with it in an iron vessel, close as soon 
as the water is poured on. 

This is a good whitewash for orchard 
trees, and is a preventive to mildew, 
blight, and all species of insects. 

Nasal Catarrh. — The following pre- 
scription we extract from a newspaper, 
as having cured five obstinate cases of 
nasal catarrh : 

1st R. Sulphate magnesia oz. iij 

Port wine Oj 

M. S. — Take one teaspoonful before 
breakfast, as a blood purifier, 

2d R. Tanicacid gr. xv 

Glycerin, 

Aquae distil aa oz. j 

M. S. — Sniffle a teaspoonful up the 
nostrils and into the throat frequently 
persevering until a cure follows. 

Exophthalmic Goitre — The following 
case of this singular affection we extract 
from the London Lancet : 

Case 1. — B. S , aged twenty-two, 

a domestic servant, was admitted as an 
in-patient at the Stafford General In- 
firmary on Jan. 28th, 1876. 

Family history. — Father and mother 
both alive, and enjoying good health. 
She has several brothers and sisters, and 
they are, and always have been, healthy. 
No evidence of any hereditary com- 
plaint whatever. 

Previous history. — In the month of 
May last year, whilst feeling in every 
way in her usual health, she noticed 
that her eyes appeared more prominent 
than usual. This prominence kept grad- 
ually increasing, and a month or two 
afterwards she discovered a swelling on 
the right side of the neck, midway be- 
tween the jaw and the collar bone. 
About the time she observed the swell- 



ing in the neck she began to be troubled 
with palpitations and shortness of breath; 
! her menstration also became both scanty 
, and irregular ; her appetite failed ; she 
lost both flesh and strength, becoming 
tired and exhausted by the least exer- 
tion. All her symptoms gradually in- 
creased in severity, and she became an 
in-patient at the infirmary on the date 
already mentioned. 

Condition on admission. — The first tiling 
that attracted attention was the strange 
and enormous prominence of the eyes; 
these appeared as if being fairly pushed 
out of their sockets. The next feature 
observed was a very considerable swell- 
ing of the thyroid gland, the swelling 
being much grea f er on the right than on 
the left side of the neck, extending in- 
deed from the right side right across 
the trachea to the left side, where it was 
not so large. . . . She complained 
of no pain, said her bowels were reg- 
ular, but that she had not menstrated 
for some months previously. Tem- 
perature perfectly natural ; urine nat- 
ural ; appetite uncertain. She said she 
had lost much flesh, and that she was 
easily fatigued. She did not admit 
that she had suffered from any emotional 
excitement either before her illness, or 
since it commenced. Her eyesight was 
in no way affected ; objects either near 
or distant were seen with great clearness. 
An ophthalmoscopic examination did 
not discover any unnatural condition ; 
the disc was particularly clear and dis- 
tinct. 

Treatment.— As she had an anaemic 
appearance, she had given to her small 
doses of iron, and with the view of mod- 
ifying and regulating the heart's action, 
tolerable large doses of digitalis were 
administered three times a day. The 
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bowels, which were rather prone to be 
constipated, were kept regular with the 
aid of medicine. She was allowed a 
liberal diet, and, whenever the weather 
vould admit of it, she took exercise in 
the open air. 

During the time she was in the in 
firmary her general health improved 
considerably, but the prominent symp- 
toms were but little if any relieved. 

The Internal Administration of Chloro- 
form* — M. Jaillard, a French army pltar- 
maden, after alluding to the difficulties 
that occur in the internal administration 
of chloroform, states that the following 
simple procedure is by far the best : The 
prescribed quantity of chloroform should 
be poured into from 100 to 120 grammes 
p{ milk (which may be either pure, or 
sweetened and aromatized with a few 
drops of cherry-laurel water), and then 
briskly stirred. The chloroform, in this 
way, becomes easily divided into an in- 
finity of minute globules, exactly re- 
sembling in appearance the fat globules 
which exist in the milk, in the midst of 
which they remain suspended for an in- 
definite period. — Med. and Surg. Rep. 

Poisoning by CEnanthe Crocata. — Dr. 
Foss relates nine cases of poisoning in 
children by this plant. The root was 
the portion eaten by the victims. It is 
said to have a sweet taste, which is soon 
followed by a sharp, pungent sensation. 
The plant is called the five-fingered root, 
and is used very frequently in some parts 
as a dressing in severe cases of whitlow. 
The symptoms of the poisoning were 
similar in all the cases. Fifteen minutes 
after eating the root they all became un- 
conscious, and had convulsions at inter- 
vals of half a minute between each. 
The pupils of the eye were widely 
dilated, the eyes were fixed and never 



moved, and the retinae were insensible 
to light. There was no paralysis, reflex 
excitability, or any tendency to vomit- 
ing or purging. The pulse, at the be- 
ginning of the attack in each case was 
about 100, but for several hours before 
death were imperceptible. Post mortem 
examination showed the left side of the 
heart to be filled with clotted blood, and 
the right side to be empty. Both lungs 
were congested, and upon section dark 
blood and frothy corruption oozed out. 
The blood-vessels of the membranes of 
the brain were congested with black 
blood, and so the substance of the cere- 
brum and cerebellum. — The Practitioner, 
October, 1876. 

Simple Method of extracting Foreign 
Bodies from the CEsophagus. — Dr. Ed- 
mond Le Bele proposes the following 
means, by which, on two occasions, in 
the same individual, he extracted large 
bones from the oesophagus : A piece of 
iron wire, of medium thickness and 
about two feet in length, is bent on itself 
in the middle so as to form a small loop, 
in the form of a crochet, the size and 
shape of which will correspond to the 
form and volume of the foreign body ; 
the extremity, which rests in the hand 
of the operator, is likewise bent in such 
a manner that traction can be exerted ; 
finally, the whole wire is bent so as to 
correspond to the bucco-pharyngeal 
curve. The patient being placed in a 
convenient position, the head is fixed 
by the left hand of the surgeon, while 
the right introduces the wire into the 
oesophagus, keeping it along the poste- 
rior wall until it reaches the foreign 
body, when the movement of degluti- 
tion by the patient will often suffice to 
place the crochet on the inferior surface 
of the foreign body. As the metallic 



20 



SOUTHERN MEDICAL RECORD. 



wire does not take up much room in the 
patient's throat, it impedes the breath- 
ing less than the bulky instruments usu- 
ally employed, which may also injure 
the epiglottis. — Rev. de Thetap. — Bull, 
de la Soc. de la Sarthe. 

Warm Water Injections in Dysentery. 
— Dr. J. J. Reed, in New York Medical 
Journal, claims fine success in dysentery 
by the use of warm water injections of 
the temperature of 100° to 110°, as fol- 
lows : "The method of administration 
is quite simple, and does not require the 
services of a skilled nurse, or expensive 
apparatus. 

4 ' The hips of the patient are slightly 
raised, by means of a pillow, and a ba- 
sin of water of the requisite temperature 
is placed in the bed so as to allow the 
nates to rest on the edge of the vessel. 
The vaginal nozzle of a Davidson's syr- 
inge is then introduced into the rectum, 
and alongside of it the rectal smaller 
nozzle. A current of water is then kept 
up for ten minutes, the water passing 
through the vaginal nozzle into the rec- 
tum, and returning by a steady stream 
through the smaller one into the basin, 
without causing any inconvenience to 
the patient. If the disease is extensive, 
and the colon involved for a considerable 
distance, a long rectal pipe may be em- 
ployed instead of the vaginal nozzle. 

' 'The immediate effect on the patient is 

one of comfort, which lasts for about an 

hour. 

" The injections are to be continued 

every two hours, till the active stage of 

the disease is past" 

Bromide of Potassium as a Caustic. — 
M. Peyrand, of Libourne, has demon- 
strated that bromide of potassium is a 
caustic. M His first clinical experiment 
in the subject took place in April, 1874, 



when, by means of daily applications of 
powdered bromide, he effected the re- 
moval within twenty-eight dajis of an 
epitheliomatous growth on the face. He 
has since had equally good results from 
this treatment of atonic ulcers of the 
legs, rapid cicatrisation following the 
separation of sloughs produced by the 
application. In such cases he uses 
either the powder or an ointment of one 
part in five, or a mixture (one in ten) of 
glycerine and the bromide. In many 
skin affections, as chronic eczema, pity- 
riasis, and acne, in phagedena, ulcera- 
tive stomatitis, and many other local in- 
flammatory disorders, he has found it of 
use. As a local haemostatic, a solution 



of one in fifty has served for epistaxis, 
and as a general haemostatic its success 
in many cases of haemoptysis and met- 
rorrhagia was very marked, where ergot, 
perchloride of iron, and rhatany had 
failed." — London Lancet 

Concentrated Solution of Salicylic Acid. — 
Perhaps the best formula yet offered for 
a concentrated solution of salicylic acid, 
miscible without precipitation with aque- 
ous solutions, is the following, proposed 
by C. L. Mitchell {American Jout PAar.) : 

Salicylic acid, pure dr.ij. 

Borax dr.j 

Glycerine q. s. 

Mix the borax and acid with half a 
fluid ounce of glycerine, and heat gently 
until dissolved, then add glycerine to 
make up one fluid ounce. This solu- 
tion can be diluted with water to any ex- 
tent without immediate precipitation, 
but if the volume of water reaches more 
than ten times that of the glycerine 
the mixture becomes cloudy after a 
time. 

According to Chas. Baker (American 
Journal of Pharmacy, July, 1876) sali- 
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cylic acid, when heated with twice its 
weight of olive oil, forms a homogene- 
ous mixture, admirably adapted for ap- 
plication to surfaces. The oil separates 
to some extent on standing, but can be 
readily recombined by shaking. — De- 
troit Rev. Med. 

yaborandi as a Galactagogue. — Jabo- 
randi, in doses of five grains of the 
powder, infused, and taken three times 
a day, has had a very decided effect in 
increasing the secretion of milk in seve- 
ral cases where mothers have had 
scarcely any flow, and have, in conse- 
quence, been unable to suckle their chil- 
dren. After taking the above-mentioned 
powders the flow has very soon been 
much more satisfactory, to the surprise 
of the patient, and somewhat to that of 
the doctor, as I have not hitherto had 
much faith in galactagogues. It is, 
however, necessary, if the breasts be 
not well developed, and therefore do 
not readily take to their secreting func- 
tion, to continue the drug for some 
time, as the secretion will probably 
again fall off if the powders are discon- 
tinued too early. The resulting milk, I 
need scarcely say, agrees quite well with 
the infant, the jaborandi having no un- 
favorable effect upon its quality. The 
drug itself is said to have no such effect 
upon children as upon adults. The 
above property was indicated and the 
earliest accounts of the effects of jabo- 
randi published by Dr. Ringer and oth- 
ers, by whom it was noticed that it in- 
creased the secretions of the skin and 
of the salivary and mammary glands. — 
Brit. Med. your. 

Treatment of Orchitis. — For the treat- 
ment of this disease, Dr. L. D. Water- 
man, of Indiana, claims excellent re- 



sults, in the Practitioner, with the fol- 
lowing : 

R. Tincturae iodinii, 
Aquae ammoniae, 
Tincture opii, 
Olei olivae. 

The iodine and ammonia are added in 
quantity just sufficient to be bearable, 
and only cause half-blistering of the 
skin, or exfoliation with a stinging 
sensation for a short time after applica- 
tion. Thus graduated to the supposed 
endurability, the free application of it is 
made to the entire surface of the scro- 
tum, and the woolen cloth saturated 
with the liniment, with which it is 
hourly (if possible) applied, is wrapped 
around the scrotum, and left there con- 
tinually. The pain ceases sometimes in 
three hours, always within twenty-four, 
and the effusion is correspondingly rap- 
idly absorbed without tapping. — Med. 
and Surg. Rep. 

Method of Bandaging the Breast. — Dr. 
L. A. Dugas {Louisville Med* Jour.^ 
April, 1876) says that in treating mam- 
mitis or mammary abscess he uses the 
following method of bandaging: A bit 
of cotton or linen shirting, about ten 
inches wide, and long enough, is placed 
about the thorax and secured in front 
by digitations similar to other " many- 
tailed" bandages. This is to be ap- 
plied from the axilla down, passing 
around the chest and over the mamma, 
and to be tied in front of the sternum. 
It effectually compresses both organs, 
and may be removed, loosened or tight- 
ened according to the exigencies of the 
case, without any difficulty whatever. 
If only one breast is affected, the band- 
age may be so split as not to cover the 
whole of the other. The child may be 
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nursed through an aperture made in the 
bandage for the nipple. As soon as the 
congestion becomes painful or threaten- 
ing, the bandage should be applied with 
such moderate tightness as will relieve 
pain, and it should be continued until 
the trouble has entirely subsided. 

Diseases of the Nose treated by Medt- 
cated Bougie*. Catti. {Memorabilien, 
1876, No. 9.)— At a meeting of the 
Vienna Medical Society, Catti showed 
some gelatine bougies charged with as- 
tringent medicines — as sulphate of cop- 
per, zinc, carbolic acid, tincture of rha- 
tany. They are from eight to eleven 
centimeters long, and from four to six 
centimeters thick. By a slow rotatory 
motion they are introduced into the 
nasal cavity, and by giving them a hori- 
zontal or slanting or perpendicular direc- 
tion they can be inserted into the lower 
or middle nasal passage. The bougie 
inserted, the nostril is plugged with 
charpie or cotton, and in a few hours it 
will be entirely melted. By a regular 
continued use of such bougies Catti ob- 
tained very good results in the treat- 
ment of chronic catarrh of the nose 
and nasopharngeal space, and of the 
ozaena. — Chicago Med. Journal. 

Solution of Phosphorous in Glycerine. — 
Phosphorous dissolves in alcohol only 
after prolonged heating, but it is rapidly 
taken up when agitated with warm glyce- 
rine, and the solution may then be di- 
luted with warm alcohol without separa- 
tion of the phosphorous. — Detroit Rev. 
Med. 

Mucilage of Acacia, if prepared with 

tolu water, instead of simple water, will 
keep for several months. The tolu 
water is made by triturating fl. dr. ij 
tinct, tolu with dr. iv carb. magnesium, 
then with Oij. of water, and filtering. — 
Detroit Rev. Med. 



Soldo. — Boldo is a South American 
plant, a native of Chili. Its leaves, bark 
and blossoms possesses aromatic odor re- 
sembling turpentine and camphor. An 
essential oil has been obtained from the 
leaves, and an alkaloid called "boldine." 
It has the property of stimulating the 
liver and aiding digestion. One gramme 
of the tincture may be given at a dose, 
three times daily. 

Absotption of Iodine by the Skin. — In a 
paper in L Union Med., it is shown that 
iodine poisoning resulted from the free 
application of iodine to the scalp of a 
child, in the treatment of ring-worm. It 
is not proper, therefore, to apply the 
remedy on extensive surfaces in chil- 
dren. The iodism was attended with 
albuminaria of a marked character. 

Quinine tn India. — " In the treatment 
of malarious cases in India, it is found 
that quinine loses its effect after a short 
time. Liquor arsenicalis in chronic 
cases, and the nitric acid bath for chil- 
dren, are the remedies now in favor in 
that country. The nitric acid is used 
much in the manner of the nitro-muriatic 
bath of the older writers." 

Dr. Grave, mjour. of Mat. Med., 1868, 
reports seventy-six out of seventy-eight 
cases of intermittent fever, promptly 
cured by the following : 
R. Soda hyposulphite, grs. iv 

Syrupus simplex, dr. j 

Aquae, oz. ij 

M. Dose — Half tablespoonful every 
two hours. 

Coffee Leaf. — It is said that the leaf 
of the coffee tree makes a beverage su- 
perior to the coffee, as usually prepared, 
and that it is in common use in Austra- 
lia. Let it be introduced into Florida. 
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PRESCRIPTIONS AND FORMULAE 



Sytupus Mattco etCort. Granatin — Ac- 
cording to Perret {L Union Pharm.,) this 
syrup is one of the surest and most ef- 
fective astringents against dysentery, 
cholera morbus, acute diarrhoea, etc. It 
is employed either pure or diluted with 
water. 

Fol. Matico ..partes 20 

Cort. graniti " 120 

Aquae bullient " '1,200 

Sacchari " 2,000 

The matico and pomegranate are in- 
fused with the boiling water, and allowed 
to stand, well covered, for twelve hours. 
The infusion is then filtered, and the 
sugar dissolved therein. Dose, a tea- 
spoonful to a wineglassful. 

Velpeau's Diarrhoea Mixture {The 
Phartn.)— 

Tiact. opii, 
Tinct. opii camph., 

Tinct. rhei aa fl. oz. j 

Tinct, capsici fl. dr. vj 

Spts. menthae pip fl. dr. x 

M. 



The solution soon loses its iodine col- 
or, becoming* clear and colorless. It is 
used for inhalation. — New Rem, 

R. Tine, eucalyptus globulus, 

Tin. c cinchonae aa oz. ij M. 

S. — Give two drachms three times a 
day in obstinate intermittants. W. 

R. Sol. sulph. morphine. ...oz. iij 

Bromide potassium oz. ss M. 

S. — One teaspoonful every two to 
four hours, in dysmenorrhcea, and other 
painful nervous affections of females. 

R. Deodorized tine, opii oz. ss 

Bromide of ammonium dr. ijss 

M. S. — Dose, one teaspoonful every 
two to four hours. Excellent nervine 
and anti-spasmodic. Will agree with 
patients who cannot bear other forms of 
opium. 

W. 

PRACTICAL HINTS. 



Haarlem Oil {The Phatm.) — 

Linseed oil 2 pints. 

Resin : 1 pound. 

Sulphur 1 pound. 

09 of turpentine 1 pint. 

Strong water of ammo.. 50 drops. 
M. 

" Catbolate of Iodine" (Dr. Percy Bos- 
ton's formula in The Pharm.) — 

Tinct. iodinii comp fl. dr. j 

Acid, carbolici min. vj 

Glycerinae fl. oz. j 

Aquae fl oz, v. 

M. 



Dr. F. L. Gerald, of Massachusetts, 
in Eclectic Medical Journal, publishes a 
paper on Uterine Pathology, from which 
we cull the following suggestiens and 
formula, which, though partaking in 
some measure both of homeopathy and 
of electicism, so-called, seem to pos- 
sess practical importance. 

Upon the subject of the various sym- 
pathetic and reflex disorders resulting 
from uterine disease, he remarks if the 
the appetite is poor with distressed feel- 
ing after meals, use the following : 

R. Tinct. nux vomica, gtt. xxx 

" Collinsonia canadin- 

sis .. • • edr. iij 

Water oz. iv 

M. S. A teaspoonful before each 
meal, giving a teaspoonful of the elixir 
of bismuth after each meal. 
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,gr. xx 
gr. vi 
.gr. vij 



Well adapted to many forms of indi- 
gestion. 

If the bowels are constipated, the 
tongue having a yellow coating at its 
base, use the following 

LAXATIVE PILL. 

R. Euonymin, 

Laptandrin aa 

Podophylin 

Pulv. capsicum < 

M. Ft. Pills No. xx. 
Dose one to three twice or three 
times a week. 

If the system is in a state of anaenmia 
and nervous prostration, nse the follow- 
ing 

NERVE TONIC AND ALTERATIVE. 

R. Syrup prun. virg. or glycrine oz. iv 

Tinct ferri. chlo dr. iij 

Acid phosphoric dilut ...dr. iv 

M. Dose — A teaspoonful in a little 
cold water after each meal. 

FOR STRUMOUS CASES, 

R. Tinct. Phytolacca .'. dr. iv 

Iodid. ammonium .* dr. ij 

Syr. prun. virg »..oz. iv 

Spts. gaultheria dr. ss 

M. Dose — A teaspoonful three times 
per day. 

When a patient complains of a bad 
feeling in the head, with nervousness and 
restlessness, and is in fear of impending 
danger, use the following 

NERVINE. 

R. Tine, cactus grand dr. iss 

Tine. Pulsatilla dr. i 

Water oz. iv 

M. Dose — A teaspoonful every four 

hours. 

For a feeling of weight and dragging 
in the uterine region : 

R. Fluid ext. helonias dioica dr. ij 

Fluid ext. mitcheila repens...dr. iv 



Fluid ext canlophylum, thal.dr. iss 

Spts. gaultheria dr. ss 

Syr. prun. virg oz. iv. 

M. Dose — A teaspoonful three or 
four times a day. 

In 

IRRITABLE BLADDER AND PAINFUL MIC- 

TURATION. 

R. Tine, stramonium dr. i 

Bi carb soda dr. i 

Water oz. iv 

M. Dose — teaspoonful every three 

hours. 



Scientific Items. 



SidetaphiU is a new alloy composed 
of iron, tungsten, nickle, copper and 
aluminum. The vegetable acids do not 
affect it, and the mineral acids very 
slightly. It is cheap, yet more useful 
than genuine silver. 

The Alpha fibte plant is said to be very 
largely cultivated in the French colony 
of Algeria, millions of acres being devot- 
ed to this purpose. It is used for the 
manufacture of paper, for which it is 
better and cheaper than rags. 

Among the papers of Professor O. C. 
Marsh, in regard to fossils in the museum 
of Yale College, is a description of the 
gigantic flying lizards, the remains of 
which have been found in Kansas. He 
says that the larger of them had a 
spread of wings of not less than twenty- 
five feet. They were found in the chalk 
formation, and hence existed at a very 
remote period of time. 

Notwithstanding the failure of the re- 
cent Arctic expedition, Dr. Peterman 
thinks that a navigable route to the Pole 
will yet be discovered. He is of the 
opinion that Greenland extends north- 
ward to the very pole itself. 



Editorial and Miscellaneous. 



All oommtmications relating to the bnaineas of 
The Rxodbd, for the year 1877. must be addressed to 

DB. B. G. WORD, 
BodneM Manager, South. Med. Beo., 

Atlanta, Qa. 

iV Brief and praetioal oommnnioatioiis are aolioited 
on aB aabjeeta pertaining to medidne, alao reports 
of eases in practice. 

Send money by check, postal order, or regie- 



W Write your name, poet-office, ooonty and State 
plainly. 

GaTOor list of co-laborers will be published in the 
February number. 

OUR JOURNAL AND ITS OB- 
JECTS. 

As the Southfrn Medical Record, 

in its present new dress, will be sent to 

many who have aot seen it, or been 

made acquainted with its objects, it 

seems not inappropriate that we say 

something in this issue about the plan 

and designs of our journal. 

In inaugurating the enterprise, several 

years ago, we were well aware of the 

fact that failure had resulted from every 

similar undertaking in the Southern 

States. So uniformly, indeed, had this 

been the case that the charge had been 

often made, and received as a commonly 

accepted fact, that the physicians of the 

South could not be depended upon to 

support a medical journal. 

In reflecting upon the cause of these 

repeated failures, the fact presented it- 
self to our mind that the practitioners 
of the great South and West had never 
been furnished with a journal adapted to 
their wants. The large majority of 
them residing in remote and sparsely 
settled regions of country, and being 
much of the time in the saddle, need a 
journal practical rather than theoretical ; 
and as they seldom take but one jour- 
nal, they desire one that will give the 
pith and cream of all that is new, prac- 
tical and useful in the medical world, 



in as few words as possible. This being 
true, it is not surprising that the South- 
ern journals have not been acceptable, 
as in nearly every instance they were 
issued in the interest of the medical 
colleges, and have devoted much of 
their space to introductory lectures > 
and long, prosy dissertations, designed 
to advertise the schools and the writers 
rather than to benefit the busy practi- 
tioner. 

From these considerations we determ- 
ined to issue a journal, the leading idea 
of which should be brevity in the publi- 
cation of the truly useful and practical 
in the medical progress of the age. We 
confess that we have not as yet fully at- 
tained to our ideal, but we have ap- 
proximated it very nearly. The result 
is that we have a large and increasing 
list of subscribers, and a constant de- 
mand for the back volumes of The 
Record, which we are assured consti- 
tutes the best and most complete ab- 
stract of the medical news and informa- 
tion of the last seven years, to be found 
anywhere in Europe or America. 

Our present new issue is in further- 
ance of the same leading object to 
which we have alluded, and, we trust, 
will accomplish it. The reduction in 
price, demanded by the pressure of the 
times, could only be attained by the 
reduction in the size of our journal; 
And yet we think the present number 
will show that the value of the Record 
will not be lessened, but rather enhanced 
by the change, and that the editors, by 
increased attention and diligence, can 
compress into its pages an equal, if not 
a greater amount of useful and practical 
matter than was heretofore done. 
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TO OUR READERS. 



It is believed that the adoption of 
the cash system in the future will bring 
a two-fold benefit : 1st, It will secure a 
prompt and punctual publication by the 
printers ; and 2d, By relieving the edit- 
ors from the harrassing labor of collect- 
ing, etc., will enable them to devote 
more attention to Ihe preparation and 
selection of matter for the journal. 

We do earnestly request our sub- 
scribers to save us from any future ne- 
cessity of referring to the subject of 
dues, that those in arrears will respond 
without delay, and all who have sent 
up renewal orders will promptly remit, 
on the reception of this number. We 
hope not one will fail, as our contract 
with the publishers demands a strict 
adherence to the cash system. 



THE STATE BOARD OF HEALTH 



The Georgia State Board of Health 
assembled in Atlanta on the 17 th inst. 
A report was presented by Dr. J. P. 
Logan and the State Geologist, em- 
bodying the facts and conclusions of 
the late investigations made by the 
Board, at Savannah, touching the yellow 
fever epidemic. A report was also 
made by Prof. H. T. Campbell, of Au- 
gusta. 

The Board alluded in severe terms to 
the imperfect sanitary condition of Sa- 
vannah previous to the outbreak of the 
fever. Malarial influences were unusu- 
ally prevalent, and the meteorologi- 
cal conditions were unfavorable — the 
weather being unusually warm, and the 
rain-fall unprecedentedly heavy. 

The Board, however, does not attrib- 
ute the origin of the fever to local causes, 
but gave facts to show that the germs 
J: the disease at Savannah, Brunswick, 



and Doboy were unquestionably im- 
ported from the West Indies in Spanish 
vessels. 

The conclusions of the Board upon 
this point, we learn, are not concurred 
in by many of the resident physicians 
of Savannah. 

If, when we see the published transac- 
tions of the Board, there shall appear any- 
] thing important, or previously unknown 
to the profession, we will give it to our 
readers. 



THE LOUISVILLE EMBROGLIO. 

We have received, through the press 
and otherwise, sundry articles bearing 
upon the unfortunate controversy among 
medical brethren in Louisville. At 
present, we have not space to devote to 
the subject, further than to express a 
hope that the truth and the right will 
prevail, no matter whom it affects. Good 
men throughout the country, though 
having no voice in settling local contro- 
versies, always regard with contempt 
the efforts of those who seek to p:t 
down the truth and give supremacy 
to error. No honor will attach to the 
party who gains a point by the use of 
unfair and dishonorable means. No one 
can be considered honorable who will 
indorse an act committed by his friends 
and condemn the same act when com- 
mitted by his enemies 



Arundel Eye-Glasses. — Do you 
use eye-glasses ? If so, you do not 
know what good eye-glasses are, if you 
have never used the violet tinted Arundel. 
The writer has tried them, and speaks 
knowingly. If you will send your num- 
ber to Mr. Er Lawshe, of this city, he 
will fit you up and make you happy, at 
the small cost of $3.50 for frames and 
glasses. You will never regret it. G. 
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Specimen Copies. — We send this 
number to many medical brethren whose 
names are not on oar list. We respect- 
fully ask them to subscribe, and to indi- 
cate it by remitting us $2 at once. If you 
decline, please return the copy to 

R. C. Word, M. D., 
Business Manager. 

To Physicians and Druggists.— 
The undersigned has connected with 
the journal business a purchasing agency 
in Atlanta, Ga., for the convenience of 
druggists and physicians, who can save 
time and traveling expenses by sending 
their orders direct to him. He has in- 
timate acquaintance with the wholesale 
dealers in the city, and facilities which 
will enable him to select goods judi- 
ciously, and at the lowest rates. 

To the friends and patrons of this 

journal no commission will be charged 

for this service. 
Our readers will please direct the at* 

tention of their home druggists to the 

above agency. 

Address Dr. R. C. Word, 

Business Manager. 

Medical Muss at Louisville.— 

One of the students of Dr. Gaillard's 
Medical College (or Colleges ?) has sued 
the faculty for the fees paid by him. 
We have condemned this " two in one " 
institution, as all honest men must, but 
we sympathize with any of our profes- 
sional brethren when in trouble. We 
do not go with those — if any there be — 
who desire the annihilation of Dr. G., 
or the college in which he teaches. If 
he has done wrong, he should, and 
doubtless will, give ample reparation, 
both to the profession and the parties 
aggrieved. Charity becomes us, and we 
should be slow to condemn, utterly and 
entirely, until all the facts are known. 
We should deal justly — condemn where 



blame is proven, and withhold it until 
evil is made plain. We sincerely trust 
Dr. G. may clear his professional gar- 
ments of all taint, even at the expense 
of acknowledgement of error committed. 
He will lose nothing by such a course, 
but, on the other hand, will gain largely 

by it. 

To all engaged in this controversy, 

we say: Seek the injury of no man. 

Give justice and truth the amplest play. 

Bring error to the plumb-line and exact 

no more. Do right, but temper right 

with the soft smiles of charity — the 

sweetest, holiest principle graciously 

given to our fallen race. g. 



BOOKS. 

Medical Diagnosis— With Special Reference to Prac- 
tical Medicine. A Guide to the Knowledge and Dis- 
crimination of Diseases . By J. M. Da Costa, M. D.i 
Professor of the Practice of Medicine at the Jeffer- 
son Medical College, Philadelphia, etc., etc. Illus- 
trated with Engravings on Wood. Fourth Edition. 
Revised. Philadelphia. J. B. Lippihoott & Co., 
1876. 

This valuable wonc has been before 
the profession tor some years. The 
present edition is much improved over 
former ones, by the many changes and 
additions which have been demanded 
in order to keep the subject matter 
abreast with the recent advances in 
pathology, etc. Diagnosis is the basis 
upon which all successful practice must 
rest. The practitioner, well grounded 
in anatomy, physiology, pathology, and 
materia-medica, will find Dr. Da Costa's 
volume one of the best helps in aiding 
him in attaining success in his practice. 
In our judgment, no practitioner should 
be without this helpful volume, and 
deprives himself of much when he fails to 
have it on hand for consultation. We 
advise aH to obtain a copy. Like every- 
thing else from the publishing house of 
J. B. Lippincott & Co., the letter-press 
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of this work is all the most fastidious 
could require. G. 



Ibll VOMMUB AKD HKU PBlTEtTIOd. B? JOHX 

Bemom, M.D., V. B. 0. S., Chief Medical Ofioar of 

the Privj Council ud of the Local Government 
Bond Of Grant Britain. First Amaricin Bdition. 
Printed under the direction of the State Board of 
Health of Massachusetts . Boston. Jambs Cimp- 
biij,, 1876. PrioeM. 

There is scarcely a subject about 
which so little is known as that of Filth 
Diseases. Everywhere where man finds 
a " local habitation " filth diseases pre- 
vail — whether in the home, city, or rural 
sites. It matters not how isolated may 
be his home, these diseases are liable to 
occur. The importance of their pre- 
vention cannot be over-estimated, par- 
ticularly as the diseases so caused are 
the most common and fatal to which man 
is subject. The prevention recommend- 
ed does not lie in medication—not in 
preventive medicine — but in respect to 
a knowledge of correct sanitation, b-ised 
upon the laws of hygiene. This little 
volume will be of immense service to 
the people, if its teachings are properly 
sustained and enforced by the example 
and practice of medical men. But the 
profession, as a mass, are not sufficiently 
well grounded in the principles of hy- 
giene, and, until they bocome well in- 
formed, can never give wholesome 
advice upon filth diseases and their pre- 
vention. Among the valuable helps 
in obtaining information on so impor- 
tant a subject the little volume above 
will be useful and helpful. G. 

Scribner's Monthly. — Have you 
ever subscribed for Scribner ? If not a 
treat 4s in store for you when you do. 
It will do you good — your wife, if you 
have one, good — and your family good. 
Dr. Holland's beautiful story, Nicholas 
Menturn, is worth the subscription 
to say nothing of the attractive 



illustrations with which it is filled, and 
the quantity of other valuable reading 
in it. Price $4. G. 

St. Nicholas.— Did your child ever 
see St, Nicholas ? If not, you have de- 
prived it of one of the greatest pleas- 
ures it is possible for it to have in life. 
St. Nicholas is the best, purest, the 
finest illustrated, and most entertaining 
child's magazine in the world. Let 
your little ones have it. It costs but 
$3 a year. G. 

RECEIPTS. 

The following names are receipted on 
renewals for 1877, up to the time of 
1 going to press : 

L. D. Johnson, John Hardeman, Pres- 
ton Bond, A. D. Pound for six months, 
J. H. Howard, A. H. Sellers, W. J. Lee, 
E. Y. Flemming, John O'Brien, G. B. 
Battle, J. L. Martin, E. W. Hunter, C. 

D. Satman, A. P. Harris, J. W. Gilbert, 
Robert Kells, B. F. Darnell, D. W. Del- 
bridge, S. M. Hogan, W. K. Jones, John 
A. Hanks, J. H. Henry, J. P. Olllm, C. 
W. McDaniel, L. W. Mobley. F. B. 
Calling, A. G. Smythe, L. J. Brownlee, 
G. H. Thompson, F. De'Lee, J. B 
Baily, Lanier & Cabe, W. N. Ames, G. 
A. Dyer, James Underwood, John A. 
Field, J. E. Terrell, C. C. Jones, E. N. 
Cushing, John Riches, E. H. Hurst, J. 
H. Keer, Wm. Goodrich, J. Alexander, 
W. F. Grasham, A. A. Stanley, J. M. 
Stansell, R. Fowler, Charles E. Ward, 

E. R. Young, M. T. Anderson, R. R. 
Huie, J. W. Butts, Wm. Palmer, J. C. 
Moody. J. D. Moon, W. E. Brock. K. 
H. Davis, A. H. Randall, VV. W. Mahan 
Q. J. Mathews, Fred. Savage. 

Dr. Powell requests me to say that 
receipts on our old accounts will be sent 
by mail. R. C. Word, 

Business Manager. 
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Original and Selected Articles. 



CASES IN PRACTICE. 



Br GEO. A. DYER, M. D., Washinqtok, Ihd. 

1. A Case of Cerebro Spinal Menin- 
gitis, with Treatment— June 25, 1875, 
was called to see Mrs. C, a young mar- 
ried woman, about five months gone. 
She was suffering from spasms, with 
violent opisthotonos, headache, pain in 
left side, rational. Had a chill last 
night. Pulse 96, skin moderately soft, 
great heat at base of brain, and in neck. 
Diagnosed cerebro-spinal meningitis. I 
gave her immediately a good dose of 
calomel, with com. extract of colocynth. 
Ordered free cupping on back of neck 
and between shoulders. Gave — alter- 
nating every three hours — tr. gelsemi- 
num, spts. nitre, and tr. hyoscianus, 
combined with bromide potassium, chlo- 
ral hydrate, fluid extract of ergot, and 
morphia. Whisky ad libitum. 

On the 25th she lost power of speech, 



and was quite deaf. On the 26th, could 
read writing, and answer by signs, but 
was still deaf. Convulsions not so fre- 
quent, no opisthotonos, face much 
.flushed, pulse 96, tongue cleaner, the 
medicine given day before yesterday, 
followed by oil, having done its work 
effectually. Gave her, since last night, 
thirty grains of quinine in six doses, a 
dose every three hours, to prevent an- 
other chill. P. M., 5 o'clock — can talk 
some ; tongue still better ; no roaring 
from quinine. Continued the alternat- 
ing medicines. 

27th. — Li^ht headache, no fever, 
pulse 96, convulsions once-ina-while, 
speech thick. 

28th. — Iodide potassium was given in 
three grain doses every three hours, to 
promote absorption of fluids. Blisters 
behind her ears, horseradish leaves to 
limbs; countenance dull, and expres- 
sion anxious ; whisky freely. In even- 
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ing speech better, deglutition difficult, 
but cannot hear yet — pulse 88. 

29th. — Pulse 84. No pain except in 
head. To-day f at 3 P. M. , she had very 
severe spasms, but under application of 
blister to back of neck, she rallied. 

30th. — She seems better in many re- 
spects — in fact from this day she began 
to convalesce, and on the 4th of July 
was able to sit up. 

What is remarkable about this case 
is the continuance of the spasms ; but 
I attributed this to her general nervous 
temperament. Another thing stranger, 
that with all the spasms, so violent and 
long continued, she did not miscarry, 
but, a few months afterwards, I attended 
her in confinement, and her baby was a 
fine fat girl, who has not had a day's 
sickness to this time, December 7, 187*6. 

A few weeks ago I attended this same 
lady for tonsillitis. She had marked 
% symptoms of return of the old disease, 
but I broke up the symptoms almost 
immediately with a few doses of fluid 
extract of ergot, which seemed to quiet 
her brain as if by magic. 

2. A Case of Inguinal Hernia about 
the Eighth Month of Pregnancy. — On 
the evening of the 14th January, 1875, 
was called to see Mrs. K., a young 
married woman, pregnant about eight 
months, who thought she was about to 
be confined. 

She was suffering with pains in her 
stomach, and from vomiting and strain- 
ing. Upon examination, I found the 
os uteri perfectly closed, the plug firm, 
and no sign of labor. Supposing the 
symptoms to be those that occur about 
the eighth month, settling of the womt> 9 
I gave her an anodyne which gave some 
relief, and after remaining two hours, 
as she seemed easy, I went home. The 



next evening I was again called, the 
same symptoms appearing, when, upon 
again examining her, I fo\jnd quite a 
large tumor in the right labium. I 
raised her hips, made taxis, and after a 
while succeeded in returning an inguinal 
hernia. ' I gave her some castor oil, 
and waited for its action. It soon ope- 
rated and she became better. I gave 
her an anodyne, and when she was per- 
fectly easy I went home. When I first 
saw her, she said she felt the movements 
of the foetus, and, therefore, I did not 
think it necessary to examine as to its 
condition. Some week or two before 
this, Mrs. K. had been moving. Con- 
trary to the advice of friends, she had 
helped to lift stoves, beds, etc., and had 
even alone put down a carpet. 

About three or four weeks after I saw 
her, she was delivered of a still-born 
babe, and it seemed to have been dead 
for some time. 

It may be that her exertions, at the 
time of moving and arranging her house, 
caused the child to turn and get entan- 
gled in the cord, as this was found to be 
its condition. 

Mrs. K. was confined again in January, 
1876, but the hernia has never since re- 
turned. 

A simple bandage, tightly applied, 
seemed to be sufficient in her case, to 
prevent its return in 1875. 



SELECT FORMULAE FOR DIPH- 
THERIA. 



By Q. D. HODGE, M. D., Pbxsoott, Abx 



Diphtheria is already committing its 
fearful ravages in many portions of the 
11 Sunny South," and, as the wails of 
weeping mothers are going up over the 
land, we hold that every true physician 
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should be armed, and ready to fight, as 
best he can, this terrible scourge of the 
infantile race. With this view, we con- 
dense from past numbers of the Record 
a few* formulae, some one of which, in 
the hands of our brother practitioners, 
may, perchance, prove the means of 
restoring some little darling to the arms 
of its fond mother. If so, our sole aim 
will be gained. 

R. Boiling water oz.6 — 20 

Liquid ses-guichlo. iron... m. 20 — 60 

Carbolic acid gr.3 

Red honey oz.6 M. 

One or two teaspoonsful every two 
hours internally, and as a gargle. Keep 
up friction* of tlie skin from the beginnings 
and use no cauterizations, active purga- 
tives, or emetics. Prof. Lolli, of Italy, 
avers that this plan of treatment gives 
less than two per cent. 

R. Chlo. pot. sat. sol oz.4 

Muriatic acid dr.l 

Tinct. mur. iron dr.2 M. 

A small teaspoonful, properly diluted, 
every three hours, and alternate with 5 
to 15 or 20 drops of liquor pot., for a 
child six years old. 

R, Pulv. guaiac. 
myrrh. 

capsicum a£..oz.l 

Alcohol oz.16 

From 5 to 30 drops in milk, alter- 
nated with 5 to 15 grs. of hyposulph. 
sod. every two to four hours. Over an 
hour should intervene between doses, 
to prevent coagulation of the milk. 
With chloral and glycerine locally, we 
have used both of the latter formulae 
with signal benefit. Speaking of chlo- 
ral, we believe, at no distant day, this 
agent, with bromide potassium, will " go 
to the front/' as local remedies in throat 
affections. 
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. R. Cincho-quinine gr.3 

Chlo. pot. sat. sol dr.2 

Salicylic acid gr.4 

Tinct. mur. iron m.30 

Brandy dr.2 

Sweet cream oz.2 M. 

Use as an injection, every four to six 
hours. Increase or lessen the brandy, 
as necessity may require. If much jac- 
titation exist, or should the enema be 
rejected, ten drops of laudanum may 
be added. So great are the absorptive 
powers of the rectum, that some ex- 
treme cases are reported as having been 
kept up for days, and finally conducted 
to convalescence with the above quiet- 
ing, tonic and stimulating injection. 
We would think this plan well worthy 
of trial in cases in which we are de- 
barred from medication otherwise. 

BLEEDING AT THE CORD. 

By DB. A. PETIT. 

Case 1. Attended a lady who, after a 
natural labor, was delivered of a large, 
healthy looking male child. There was 
nothing abnormal in the appearance of 
the cord, which I ligated as usual. 
About three hours after leaving the 
house I was called back, and found that 
there had been a severe hemorrhage 
from the cord. There was no bleeding 
when I arrived, but though the ligature 
seemed sufficiently tight, I placed an- 
other behind it. There was no more 
bleeding at that time, but on two occa- 
sions after the dropping of the cord 
there were slight hemorrhages from the 
umbilicus, for which I used the topical 
application of the solution of perchlo- 
ride of iron. The child survived and 
did well. 

Case 2. Was called to see an infant 
three days old. It presented a good 
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appearance as to health, but had just 
had a severe hemorrhage from the base 
of the undetached cord ; there had been 
no bleeding from the distal end of the. 
cord. I wrapped the base of the cord 
with linen saturated with the solution of 
perchloride of iron, and ordered one 
drop of the muriated tincture of iron 
and five of Squibb's ergot every two 
hours. There was no return of the 
hemorrhage then or thereafter. 

Case 3. Was called to see a negro 
child eight or ten days old, which was 
having a severe hemorrhage from the 
umbilicus ; tried the topical application 
of perchloride of iron without success, 
then transfixed the unbilicus with two 
pins and wrapped them tightly with 
silk; this controlled the hemorrhage 
for a while, but the child ultimately 
bled to death. 

Case 4. Was called during the night 
to see a child about eighteen days old, 
which presented a very anaemic appear- 
ance. Father stated that at birth it 
seemed healthy and promising, but that 
on two occasions after the dropping of 
the cord it bled profusely from the um- 
bilicus — afterwards from the skin on the 
right side of the chest, and then from 
the right and left temple. After this a 
large blood tumor made its appearance 
on the left wrist. The seat of hemor- 
rhage on the right temple was covered 
by a little desicated blood about the 
size of a pin's head, and the seat of 
hemorrhage from the left temple pre- 
sented a little rosy spot about the same 
size. There was no apparent solution 
of continuity of the skin. The left 
' wrist presented a large blood tumor, 
the skin covering of which was dark and 
seemed about to sphacelate. There had 
also been some hemorrhage from the 



throat, which, on being examined, pre- 
sented a dark, apparently hemorrhagic 
tumor on the edge and above the right 
soft palate. The father now told me 
that his family physician was attefiding 
the child, but that having tried unsuc- 
cessfully to get him to open the tumor on 
the wrist, he had sent for me. I told him 
the child would most probably die any 
how, but that the use of any cutting 
instrument would insure and hasten its 
death. He told me afterwards, that on 
the next day his physician yielded to 
his importunities and lanced the tumor, 
after which the child bled to death. I 
think the frequent administration of 
small doses of iron and ergot, and the 
application of a compress of carbolized 
glycerine to the tumor would have been 
a treatment worthy of trial. I made 
inquiries as to the health of the parents. 
They both looked well, and I could find 
no reason to attribute the bad nutrition 
of this child to constitutional taint; 
They gave healthy histories, and had had 
several other children who enjoyed in- 
variable good health. — N. 0. Med. Jour. 



THE THERAPEUTICS OF HEAD- 
ACHE. 



A Lecture Delivered at Bellevoe Hospital Med. College. 
Br A. A. SMITH, M.D. 



Gentlemen — We take up to-day the 
therapeutics of certain forms of head- 
ache, a very important subject. Head- 
ache may be divided into organic and 
functional ; but I believe you will get a 
better idea of the treatment by dividing 
the cases according to the causes. 

You will remember we took up purely 
neuralgic headache at the last lecture. 

A headache, when due to nervous 
disturbance, such as occurs in hysterical 
or excitable subjects, if associated with 
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plethora, often yields to a saline cathar- 
tic. The most agreeable is the solution 
of citrate of magnesia, and should be 
given, a full bottle of it on an empty 
stomach. In addition, it is well to give 
one of the bromides combined with va- 
lerian. The following prescription I 
frequently use : 

R~ Sodii bromid dr.vi. 

Elix. valer. amm oz.iv. 

M. Sig. dr.i. every. hour until re- 
lieved. 

If such nervous headache be asso- 
ciated with anaemia, after relieving the 
immediate attack with the bromide and 
valerian prescription, give iron, and 
give it for weeks, until there is a decided 
improvement in the patient's condition. 
Always give the iron after meals. In 
these anaemic cases it is often advisable 
to stimulate the heart's action. For 
this purpose I have found the following 
useful ; 

R. Amm. muriat oz.ss. 

Tinct. actaae racemos., 
Aquae.. » aa..oz.iij. 

M. Sig. dr.ij. after meals in a wine- 
glass of water. 

If there be despondency and depres- 
sion of spirits, phosphorus, with nux vom- 
ica, is a good combination. The unpleas- 
ant taste of the phosphorus has been over- 
come by being made into sugar-coated 
or gelatine-coated pills. I frequently pre- 
scribe a pill containing phosphorous gr. 
x , with ext. nux - vomica, gr. i t. i. d., 
with the happiest results. The pills 
can be obtained of any reliable drug- 
gist This despondency is apt to occur 
in those who have been overworked 
mentally, or are harrassed by business 
cares, or who suffer great mental anx- 
iety. If, in addition to these symp 
toms there be sleeplessness, I employ 
the following pill : 



R. Camph. pulv gr.xxv. 

Ext. cannab. ind gr.x. 

Ext. hyoscyami gr.xx. 

M. Div. in pill No. x. 

Tig. One at night. Repeat in two 
hours if necessary to produce sleep. 

It is important to attend to the gene- 
ral health of the patient. Remove all 
causes of excitement ; encourage exer- 
cise in the open air; let the food be 
simple but nutritious ; let the sleeping- 
room be large and well ventilated; in 
short, let the patient be surrounded by 
the best possible hygienic influences. 
These general remarks will apply to 
almost all forms of headache. 

SICK-HEADACHE. 

I usually recognize two forms of sick- 
headache (so-called), the one neuralgic 
in character, as hemicrania and trifacial 
neuralgia, the other a dyspeptic head- 
ache. In the neuralgic variety the pain 
in the head precedes the nausea, while 
in the dyspeptic variety the pain in the 
head succeeds the dyspeptic symptoms. 
In the neuralgic, vomiting does not re- 
lieve the pain, while in the dyspeptic an 
emetic or laxative often removes the 
pain in the head by removing the cause. 
In addition to the treatment given in a 
previous lecture for neuralgic headache, 
which often occurs at intervals of a few 
days, or a week or two, sometimes com- 
ing on at sunrise and disappearing at 
sunset, I have good results from the 
use of guarana, or paullinia sorbillis, as 
it is sometimes called. I give it 
usually in powder, grains fifteen every 
fifteen minutes, until six doses have 
been taken. It is best given in a 
little sweetened water ; and if six doses 
do not relieve, do not continue it ; it 
will probably not relieve. It is well to 
give these powders in any headache (not 
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malarial) of long standing and prone to 
return at certain intervals. 

MALARIAL HEADACHE. 

Malarial poison may prodnce pain in 
any portion of the head, but the most 
frequent locations are the sub-occipital 
region, the frontal, and on either side 
(hemicrania). Begin your treatment by 
the use of quinine. If distinctly peri- 
odical, give ten or fifteen grains two or 
three hours before the expected attack. 
It may be necessary to push the qui- 
nine in divided doses until cinchonism is 
produced, and kept up for several days, 
and then gradually diminish the dose. 
If the pain still continues to recur, and 
it frequently will, resort to arsenic and 
belladonna, five-drop doses each of 
Fowler's solution and tincture bel- 
ladonna, after meals, increasing the 
Fowler's one drop each day until oede 
ma arsenicalis is produced. This will 
seldom fail to give relief. 

HEADACHE FROM GOUT. 

I have found the following prescrip- 
tion beneficial in a headache dependent 
on gout : 

R. Vin. colch. sem dr.iij. 

Lithii bromide oz.ss. 

Syr. zingib oz.ss. 

Aq. cinnamonii, q. s. ad..oz.vi. 

M. Sig. oz.ss. in a tumbler of Vichy 
water every four hours. 

Such patients will be benefited by 
the regulation of the hygiene, tonics, a 
partial discontinuance of stimulants, 
particularly those which have been 
found by experience to aggravate the 
gouty symptoms. 

SYPHILITIC HEADACHE. 

It is hardly necessary that I should 
tell you that the headache of syphilis 
is more severe at night, and is quite apt 
to awaken the patient after twelve, by 
its increasing severity. The use of cal- 



omel in one-tenth grain doses every 
hour, for twelve hours immediately pre- 
ceding the time that it awakens the pa- 
tient, gives more rapid relief than the 
ordinary constitutional treatment. The 
calomel treatment may be continued for 
two or three days, and then stopped, 
and iodide of potassium given. I usu- 
ally begin the iodide in fifteen-grain 
doses after meals, and gradually in- 
crease it until iodism is produced, or 
irritation of the stomach occurs, pro- 
vided the symptoms do not yield ear- 
lier. It may be necessary to push it to 
350 or 400 grains a day before the 
symptoms yield. 

RHEUMATIC HEADACHE. 

The headache of rheumatism is char- 
acterized usually by tenderness of the 
scalp, which is increased on pressure or 
motion. Use the mild faradic current 
on the scalp, and internally the follow- 
ing: 

R. Potass, iodide, 

Amm. muriat. aa..dr.iss. 

Infus. humuli oz.vi 

M. Sig. oz.ss. four times a day in a 
wineglass of water. 

In some cases of rheumatic headache, 
which have not yielded to the above 
treatment, I have found bromide of 
ammonia in twenty-grain doses every 
two hours effectual. 

UREMIC HEADACHE. 

There is another, form of headache 
which is of great importance as a symp- 
tom of serious disease. The pain in 
the head may be the first evidence you 
will obtain that there exists renal dis- 
ease, and that you really have to deal 
with uraemic headache. The judicious 
plan of treatment in such cases has for 
its object the removal of the abnormal 
amount of urine from the system. To 
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accomplish this, you may call into ac- 
tion one or all of the three great emunc- 
tories of the body, the kidneys, the in- 
testines and the skin. Make the kidneys 
act if you can ; apply dry cups over the 
region of them, and give internally the 
following : 

R. Potass, acetat dr.vi. 

Infus. digitalis oz.vi. 

M. Sig. oz.ss. q. 3 h. 

The infusion should be made from 
fresh English leaves. Give this until 
the kidneys act freely, if you can make 
them do it within twenty-four hours. 
You cannot always rely on this, how- 
ever. If the kidneys do not act freely 
and the headache is not relieved jvithin 
twenty-four hours, give a saline cathar- 
tic. A treatment almost domestic, and 
often very effectual, is to put an ounce 
of cream-tartar in a quart of water, and 
have the patient drink this in eight or 
ten hours. 

ALCOHOLIC HEADACHE. 

The headache of acute alcoholism, or 
inebriety, follows a debauch. The first 
indication is to remove the alcohol from 
the intestinal canal. For this give of 
rhubarb and magnesia calcined each half 
a drachm, then give as follows : 

R. Spts. amm. aromat.........dr.ij. 

Tinct. camph dr.iss. 

Tinct. hyosciami dr.iiss. 

Spts. lav. corftp. q.s.ad...oz,ij. 

M. Sig. dr.j. q. 1 h. until the headache 
is relieved, and then give capsicum gr.ij. 
and quinine gr.iij. before each meal for 
several days. If there be sleeplessness 
give: 

R. Sodii bromid oz.ss. 

Chloral hydrat dr.iiss. 

Syr. aur. cort oz ss. 

Aquae oz.iiiss. 

M. Sig. oz.ss. at night, repeat in 



two hours if necessary to produce 
sleep. 

DYSPEPTIC HEADACHE. 

Dyspepsia is a frequent cause of head- 
ache. 

If there is indigestible food in the 
stomach, and it has been there for some 
time, give an emetic, as mustard and 
warm water, or sulphate zinc gr. xv., 
and remove it. If there is evidence of 
indigestible food in the alimentary ca- 
nal, beyond the stomach, give gr.xx. of 
rhubarb and magnesia each, and remove 
it from the bowels. If the headache be 
frontal, and the pain is located immedi- 
ately over the eyes, give dilute nitro- 
muriatic acid in ten-drop doses, well 
diluted, after meals. If the pain is lo- 
cated about the roots of the hair, give 
an alkali before meals, as gr.xx. bicarb 
onate cf soda or magnesia. The dys- 
peptic headache oftentimes is not con- 
fined to these regions, but spreads over 
the entire head. In such cases I com- 
bine an acid with an alkali, and add to 
these nux vomica, as in the following 
prescription : 

R. Sod. bicarb dr.iiss. 

Ac. nitro-mur. dil dr.ij. 

Tinct. nuc. vom dr.iss. 

Syr, aurant. cort dr.vi. 

Aquae, q. s. ad oz.vi. 

M. Sig. oz.ss. after meals in a wine- 
glass of water. 

If there be gastric pain, a mild coun- 
ter-irritant, as a mustard plaster to the 
epigastrium, will often relieve the pain 
in the head as well as the pain in the 
stomach. If flatulence be a troublesome 
symptom, give the following : 

R. Bismuth subcarb dr.iss. 

Tinct. nuc. vom .. .... dr.iss. 

Tinct. card, co., 

Spts. lav. comp. aa q*.s.ad.oz.iv. 
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M. Sig. dr.ij. before meals in a wine- 
glass of water. 

If there be constipation, the follow- 
ing pill may be given, one in the morn- 
ing: 

R. Aloes pulv dr.ss. 

Ext. nuc vom gr.v. 

Ext. belladonna g**iv. 

M. Div. in pil. No. xv. 

In some forms of headache associated 
with stomach indigestion, I have found 
small doses, often repeated of tinct. 
nux vomica effectual. I give a single 
drop every fifteen minutes, and continue 
this two o r three hours if necessary. 
In other cases, where the headache 
comes on soon after a meal and seems 
to depend on stomach digestion large 
doses of pepsin are effectual Give a 
half drachm saccharated pepsin in a 
wineglass of sherry wine, t- i. d. f and 
let it be taken during meals. 

HEADACHE FROM CONGESTION. 

Cerebral congestion as a cause of ' 
headache may be divided into two vari- 
eties, active and passive. These claim 
almost directly opposite plans of treat- 
ment. In the active variety the patient 
should be kept in a darkened room, 
perfectly quiet, cold and evaporating 
lotions applied to the head. A saline 
cathartic may be giuen, and the follow- 
ing prescription : 

R. Sodii bromid dr.iiss. 

Fl. ext. ergot dr.iiss. 

Syr. zinzib oz.ss. 

Aq. aurant. Flor. q.s.ad. oz.iv. 
M. Sig. oz.ss. q. 2 h. 

If the skin be hot and dry, and the 
pulse full and rapid, give Fleming's 
Tinct. Aconit. Rad. gtt. ii. q. 2 h. until 
the heart's action is sensibly diminished. 
Sometimes # a hot mustard foot-bath will 
give relief. 



The passive congestion variety de- 
mands a different mode of treatment. 
In many cases this variety is found as- 
sociated with cardiac disease, and most 
frequently where there is cardiac dilata- 
tion. Hypertrophy gives rise to the 
active variety. Improve the condition 
of the blood by the use of iron, quinine, 
bitter tonics, alcoholic stimulants, good 
food, and stimulate the heart's action 
by the use of the following : 

R. Tinct. digitalis dr.iii. 

Spts. amm. aromat dr,vi. 

Spts. lavand co., 

Syr. simp, aa q. s. ad oz.iii. 

M. Sig. dr.i. q* 4 h. 

ANEMIC HEADACHE. 

Cerebral anaemia produces a headache, 
which is often mistaken for the passive 
cerebral congestive form. It is often 
associated with general anaemia, nervous 
exhaustion, and may occur in heart dis- 
ease in consequence of enfeebled heart- 
power, such as is met with in enlarge- 
ment with dilatation, fatty degeneration, 
and myocarditis. Improve the general 
condition of the patient, and stimulate 
heart's action as recommended in the 
passive cerebral congestive variety. Ni- 
trite of amyl will relieve the immediate 
headache. Let the patient inhale three 
to five drops of it on a piece of cotton, 
placed within one nostril while the other 
is held closed. When associated with 
nervous exhaustion, I employ the fol- 
lowing : 

R. Strych. sulph gr.ss. 

Tinct. fe. chlor dr.ij. 

Glycerinae oz.ss. 

Infus. gentian q. s. ad. ...oz.vj. 
M. Sig. oz.ss. after meals, in a wine- 
glass of water. 

A word as to alcoholic stimulants. 
These are beneficial in headache de- 
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pendent on cerebral anaemia. Cham- 
pagne is a specially favorite form, and is 
much relished by those who suffer from 
nervous exhaustion. You should use 
caution in recommending it to such 
patients, as it may lead to serious results. 
Give it always as a remedy, and not as 
beverage. A safe plan is to recommend 
brandy, a tablespoonful after each meal, 
and limit the champagne to one glass, 
and let it be taken with the dinner. — 
Western Lancet. 



TRANSFUSION AND AUTO- 
TRANSFUSION. 



Abstract of a lecture delirered by Dr. Lisseb before the 
Berlin Gynaecological Society, December 1, 1874, and 
published iu Kliniache Voriraege, No. 86. 



Three medical questions have excited 
general interest in Germany durine the 
past few years, (1) military surgery (2), 
avoiding the loss of blood in operations, 
and (3) transfusion, which has been very 
generally discussed, though with little 
result. Here physiological experiment 
proves more profitable than clinical 
observation, and the author turns to 

that. 

He begins with the account of a sim- 
ple experiment. If the vena jugularis 
of a small dog be connected by a system 
of tubes and canulae with the carotid of 
a large dog, the blood of the large ani- 
mal passes over into the smaller, which 
soon begins to struggle, but then be- 
comes quiet, and the activity of the 
respiration is diminished. The large 
dog at first remains still, but the loss of 
blood causes after a while a quivering of 
the muscles, the breath is drawn deeper 
and more rapidly. Somewhat later the 
cramps accompanying loss of blood 
begin. Meanwhile, in the small dog 
the vessels are found swollen, and the 
eyes projected. If the experiment be 



now interrupted, the smaller animal runs 
about, all right. The larger animal lies 
motionless, the flow of blood from the 
carotid has almost ceased. If the artery 
is closed, the head lowered and the 
limbs compressed, so as to drive the 
blood from the extremities and the 
abdominal cavity to the central regions, 
the animal begins to breathe again, and 
iftthe carotid is then re-opened the flow 
of blood begins anew, continuing till 
death follows. Upon weighing the 
small dog it was found, after the experi- 
ment described, that its quantity of 
blood had been doubled without produ- 
cing any immediate harm. 

This large addition of blood does not 

produce extravasations, but remains for 
the greater part in the vessels, as shown 
by Worm Mueller. The arterial pressure 
is not, however, thereby increased, be- 
cause the elasticity of the walls of the 
vessels is changed in a peculiar way ; the 
capacity of the vascular system is thereby 
increased sufficiently to take up the extra 
blood without any rise of pressure. As 
the limits of this power ot self accom- 
modation lie beyond the quantity of 
blood which might come into considera- 
tion in making a therapeutical transfu- 
sion, the fear of producing a dangerous 
rise in the pressure in the vessels by 
transfusion is unfounded, except, at 
most, in cases of certain diseases of 
organs in which any rise of the blood 
pressure might be followed by dangerous 
effects. The author makes other ex- 
tremely important applications of this 
new discovery. 

From animals whose blood has been 
doubled by transfusion, only a part of 
the blood can be recovered, and the 
animals die by bleeding before the quantity 
of blood has reached the normal level. If, 
however, the extremities be wrapped in 
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Esmarch's bandages and all means used 
to drive the blood towards the heart, the 
circulation recommences, and the pres- 
sure in the carotids, which was very 
low, rises again. In this way the life 
of the animal may be saved. 

This method has been called auto- 
transfusion by the French, and seems 
destined to become of the greatest value* 
and has already been used with succ#s, 
though not many trials have been. made 
of it. The author enumerates the fol- 
lowing indications for its use : 

(1.) Small loss of blood, before having 
recourse to transfusion, and before and 
after surgical operations. 

(2.) In cases of anaemia, before and 
after operations by which a fresh loss of 
blood is unavoidable. 

(3.) Operations requiring the inhala- 
tion of chloroform, in cases of anaemia, 
as the pressure of the blood is lowered 
by the influence of the chloroform, 
Lents, Brunfier, Scheinesson, etc. 

(4.) It should always precede transfus- 
ion itself, especially in cases of loss of 
blood, as by it life may be maintained 
during the critical moment, which is 
often lost in preparing the instruments 
for transfusion. 

If the auto-transfusion suffices, it shows 
that a transfusion is unnecessary; and 
becomes in this way a good means of 
diagnosis. 

The author then discusses the various 
forms of anaemia in their relations to 
the quantity of blood and its pressure. 

In the author's experiments the trans- 



fusion was, of course, made with the 
natural blood. The principal danger in 
this case is that of coagulation or the 
introduction of air, which the author 
reduced to a minimum by using merely 
two canulae, one for the artery and one 
for the vein, and connecting them by 
short bits of rubber tubing, with an 
intermediate glass tube. He recom- 
mends direct transfusion, and to avoid 
complicated apparatus. For indirect 
transfusion he considers a constant pres- 
sure of mercury, and that preliminary 
warming of the blood is unnecessary, 
as a cold temperature delays coagulation, 
and Malgaigne, Polli, and Casse found 
no harm to be done by the injection of 
blood at the ordinary temperature. 

Since the introduction of defibrinated 
blood diminishes the coagulability, trans- 
fusion with it must be rejected when 
there is a fresh wound, or escape of 
blood. 

Transfusion is a means of saving life, 
the loss of which is imminent either 
from certain acute diseases, want of 
blood, or asphyxia of the tissues. It is 
evident that for man undefibrinated hu- 
man blood is the best, but the blood of 
animals may be used when it has no 
poisonous influence on the system. It 
is desirable to And some animal which 
may be obtained more readily than 
lambs, and the proposal to try dogs is 
worth experiment. 

Dr. Lester ends his interesting and 
original lecture with a final recommenda- 
tion of auto-transfusion. — O. 5. Minot: 
Boston Medical and Surg. Journal. 
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Abstracts and Gleanings. 

Treatment of Diphtheria. — " I will not 
stop to enumerate, the long list of rem 
edies used, but will confine myself to 
the method which I have adopted, and 
with such evident success that I feel glad 
to announce to any of you who have 
not followed the same line of treatment 
that you will be compelled to say — ' Eu- 
reka.' I am sure I feel quite as enthu- 
siastic in the success of the treatment 
which I propose to lay down as one of 
our number is in the treatment of vari- 
ola with milk-punch and egg-nog. If 
you are permitted to see the patient 
within the first few hours of the attack, 
commence your treatment at once with 
quinine and aromatic sulphuric acid in 
doses suitable to the age of the person 
receiving it. Give freely of solution of 
chlorate of potassa, as a disinfectant, 
and perhaps you will not be required to 
administer any other remedies. If, how- 
ever, the membrane has become so 
thickly deposited as not to be affected 
by the acid and chlorine, you should ap- 
ply with your own hand a mop, properly 
made, saturated with the liquid persul- 
phate of iron, and literally swab out the 
throat until you remove every particle 
of membrane. Let this be repeated two 
or more times each day, or as often as 
the membrane would continue so to be 
reproduced, and you will have the satis- 
faction of seeing your patient make a 
speedy recovery without any of the con- 
sequent sequelae. I took my first hint 
of the sulphuric-acid treatment from a 
short extract which I clipped from a 
paper coming from a doctor in Australia, 
where the disease was producing such 
extensive ravages that the government 
offered a large reward for any certain 



method of cure, I will quote from the 
paper : ' It is simply the use of sulphu* 
ric acid, of which four drops are diluted 
in three fourths of a tumbler of water to 
be administered to a grown person, and 
a smaller dose to children, at intervals 
not specified. The result is said to be 
a coagulation of the diphtheritic mem- 
brane, and its ready removal by cough- 
ing. It is asserted, where the case thus 
treated has not advanced to a nearly fatal 
termination, the patient recovered in 
almost every instance.' This suggested 
to me the treatment which I have already 
announced ; and from the experience of 
entire success which I have had in the 
last two years in not having one fatal 
case during that time from that disease, 
where I had the treating of the case 
from the beginning, I do not hesitate 
in declaring it as my opinion that quinine 
as an eliminator of the poison from the 
system, and sulphuric acid as a detergent 
to the throat, are decidedly as much a 
specific for diphtheria as quinine is for in- 
termittent fever, or iodide of potash and 
bichloride of mercury are for tertiary 
syphilis." — Phil. Med. Times. 

Differences Between the Anesthesia of 
Ether and Chloroform. — Prof. Schiff (Brit. 
Med. Jour., May 22, 1875), relates the 
results of more than five thousand ex- 
periments on the differences between 
ether and chloroform anaesthesia. With 
both, paralysis of conscious sensation, 
paralysis of the movement of voluntary 
muscles, paralysis of respiration, circu- 
lation, and, finally, paralysis of the heart 
and the vaso-motor nerves, occurs. 
Respiratory paralysis is produced by 
ether when circulation and blood press- 
ure remain within the limits compatible 
with life. Sometimes the vascular press- 
ure increases, sometimes it decreases, 
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but is always sufficiently high to allow 
the exchange of the carbonic acid gas 
with the oxygen of the atmosphere. 
Vascular succeeds respiratory paralysis 
when ether is administered. The re- 
verse takes place with chloroform. 
Frequently an amount of this anaesthetic 
agent which would not be sufficient to 
produce respiratory, may suffice to bring 
on vascular paralysis. Under these con- 
ditions, and when vascular paralysis 
lasts under thirty seconds, artificial res- 
piration is useless, because there is no. 
longer any exchange of gases, the blood 
pressure being diminished. The cessa- 
tion of respiration, therefore, is not the 
most dangerous moment to animal life 
when etherization is employed, whilst it 
may be so with chloroformization, be- 
cause sometimes it is possible to pro- 
duce some automatic respiratory move- 
ments; but, nevertheless, respiration 
ceases immediately and the animal dies. 

With etherization, on the contrary, when 
some automatic inspirations are obtained 
it may be taken as certain that respira- 
tion will continue, and that the animal 
will live. Schiff affirms that in the pres- 
ent state of our science there are no 
means which will show us how to re- 
cognize, so as to prevent them, the 
tendencies which may cause death in 
some animals after the first inhalations 
of chloroform before having produced 
true anaesthesia. The reverse occurs 
with ether, so that it may be Said that, 
in the present state of knowledge, the 
surgeon is responsible for the death of 
the individual by etherization, whilst he 
is not responsible when death occurs 
from chloroformization. From these 
facts Schiff concludes : 

1. The phenomena relating to the 
paralysis of sensibility and movement 



are common to both ether and chloro- 
form. 

2. The two other orders of phenom- 
ena — that is to say, those relating to 
vascular and respiratory paralysis-— often 
show themselves in inverse order with 
reference to these two agents. 

3. With chloroform, however, either 
I the one or the other of these two paral- 
ysis may first show itself, involving great 
danger to the animal if the vascular 
phenomena be the first to make their 
appearance. Therefore the use of chlor 
oform should be rejected and ether only 
used.— -Jour, of Mat. Med. 



Gelseminum as an Antidote to Veratrum 
Viride. — Gelseminum has been success- 
fully used in a case of poisoning by ver- 
atrum viride {Journal of Materia Medica* 
N. Y.). The following is recommended 
by Dr. Wilson: — Five drops of fluid 
extract of gelseminum, with a quarter of 
a grain of powdered nux vomica, admin- 
istered every fifteen minutes.-7>4* Doctor. 

[We have never yet been able to as- 
certain ighat is a poisonous dose of ver- 
atrum viride. We have seen it admin- 
istered in teaspoonful doses of Norwood's 
tincture, and we have habitually given 
from ten to thirty drops of the same 
tincture every two hours without pro- 
ducing any symptoms more alarming 
than those witnessed after taking half a 
grain or so of tarter emetic ; and these 
symptoms invariably cease in an hour or 
two if the medicine is discontinued. 
We very strongly suspect, therefore, that 
the supposed antidotal effects of gelsem- 
inum alluded to above, were due to time 
alone and not to the medicine. There 
is no single medicine capable of antag- 
onizing veratrum, because the effects of 
the latter are twofold. First, it is a vas- 
cular sedative, and secondly (but not in- 
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variably), a nauseant : and it is wrong to 
infer that the first is consequent to the 
second ; for we are in the constant habit 
of obtaining the first effect without pro- 
ducing any nausea at all, by simply 
combining the medicine with morphia 
or tincture of opium. For the nauseat- 
ing effect of the drug, therefore, opium 
or one of its preparations is a perfect 
antidote ; while for its effects upon the 
heart, alcohol in some form is probably 
the only — certainly an all-sufficient — 
antagonist. Certainly, if the generally 
received views of the physiological ac- 
tion of veratrum and gelsenvnum are « 
correct, the latter is directly contra indi- 
cated in the so-called veratrum poison- 
ing. — Ed. Phys. & Surg. 



Cool Bathing in the Treatment of In- 
flammatory Bowel Affections During the 
Summer. — I beg to offer a method of 
treatment of bowel affections of children 
in the summer season, where fever is 
present. It has been so successful with 
me, that I am confident, if applied more 
generally, it would lessen very greatly 
the rates of mortality in the summer 
season. I allude to that form of disease 
which is denominated entero- colitis. 

Before we are called to these cases, 
tentative measures for the relief of the 
diarrhoea have already been applied by 
the friends, so that the inflammatory 
stage is generally fully developed when 
we first see the patient. The skin is hot 
(temperature 102£° to 105°), the pulse 
rapid (130 to 150), respiration 30 to 50, 
with frequent purging of semi-fluid, 
greenish watery, fecal, and half digested 
matters; the mouth and tongue are dry; 
the thirst intense, but the water taken 
to slake it is quickly thrown off; the 
eyes are staring ; pupils contracted ; in- 
somnia and rolling of the head, with 



utterance of distressing cries, due to 
headache from hyperemia of cerebral 
vessels and unappeased thirst Such is 
a general statement of the symptoms. 

I at once proceed to give the little suf- 
ferer a bath in hydrant water, which with 
us, in summer, is about 75°. I have 
found it necessary to give this my per- 
sonal attention at first, the mother or 
friends will not carry out instructions, 
on account of the cries and resistance of 
the child; it seems to them a great 
cruelty. 

The contact of a hot skin with cold 
water is certainly painful for the mo- 
ment, hence I immerse the body from 
legs upward gradually, sponging the 
skin in advance, so as to obtain tolerance. 

When the body and extremities are 
fully under, holding the head in the 
palm of my left hand, I pour over its 
surface cooler water, such as cistern wa- 
ter, which is here about 65°. This is 
kept up for ten or fifteen minutes. 
Meanwhile the child ceases to cry or 
struggle, and is evidently greatly com- 
forted ; more especially when cool water 
is freely given to drink — the greedy 
swallowing of which shows how much 
of its distress is due to thirst. 

After the bath the patient should be 
wrapped, unwiped, in a light woollen 
shawl, and laid upon its bed, with a 
slight additional covering. The pulse 
has lost frequency, but is quite feeble 
the breathing is slower and the skin 
quite cool, even bluish in hue. The 
sedation may seem at first too great ; but 
reaction soon begins, a healthy warmth 
and perspiration are established, and the 
child falls into a peaceful sleep. The 
scene has so changed that one will find 
no difficulty thenceforth in getting a 
bath given three or four times in twenty- 
four hours, if the alarming train of symp- 
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toms make show of revival ; and they 
will revive to such an extent as to re- 
quire exhibitions of the bath from time 
to time for two or three days perhaps ; 
for the diseased state of the mucous 
membrane within has not been as sud- 
denly relieved as the abnormal heat of 
the body. 

In the meantime internal remedies 
should be freely employed. Quinine, 
whisky, beef-tea, milk, and lime-water 
ire the chief agents. One grain of qui- 
nine and a drachm of whisky every three 
hours, for a child eight or sixteen months 
old, looks rather formidable, but they 
will be found admirable while the dispo- 
sition of fever lasts. 

Subsequently bismuth and pepsin are 
of great value to restrain diarrhoea and 
to assist digestion, so greatly at fault 
owing* to the blow which the mucous 
membrane has suffered. — O. G. Come- 
gys. — Medical Record. 



Btamide of Arsenic in the Treatment of 
Epilepsy. — Dr. Th. Clemens, of Frank- 
fort-on-the-Main, has employed bromide 
of arsenic for twenty years in the treat- 
ment of diseases of the nervous system, 
and especially of epilepsy, and claims 
that he has obtained astonishing results 
with it. He uses the liquor arsenic, 
bromat, and gives one or two drops in 
a glass of water once, or, if necessary, 
twice daily. These minute doses may 
be given for months and even years, 
without producing the usual unpleasant 
effects of a long-continued arsenical 
course. All his cases of epilepsy have 
been markedly relieved and improved 
by this remedy, but in only two cases 
has it produced a complete cure. In 
many cases of incurable epilepsy, com- 
plicated with idiocy and deformities of 



the skull, the fits were reduced in num- 
ber from twenty in the twenty four 
hours, to four or even two, a result that 
has been obtained by no other treat- 
ment. In connection with the bromide 
of arsenic, an almost exclusively meat 
diet is advised. The patients should be 
as much as possible in the open air in 
the daytime, and their windows be kept 
open at night. Unlike bromide of po- 
tassium, this remedy does not require to 
be given in increasing doses, and instead 
of interfering with digestion, improves 
the nutrition and strength. Dr. Clem- 
*ens has employed the following formulae 
since 1859, and thinks that it ought to 
replace Fowler's solution, which is ir- 
rational in its composition and uncertain 
in its action. This solution becomes 
stronger with time ; the chemical union 
of the bromide with the arseniate of 
potash becoming more and more per- 
fect. — R Pulv. Arsenic, alb., Potassa. 
carb. e. tartar. , aa dr. L; coque cum aqua 
destil. lb. ss. ad solut. perfect; adde, aq. 
evaporat. restituta, aquae distil, oz. xij., 
dein adde brom. pur. dr. ij., refrigerat. 
stet per sufficient, temp, ad decol., S. 
liq. arsenic, bromat. — Allg . Med. Central- 
Zeitung, May 24th. 



Treatment of Syphylis. — A writer in 
the New Orleans Medical Journal gives 
the following : 

Five cases are under observation at 
the present time, some eight months 
having elapsed since infection in two in- 
stances, and fully a year io the other 
cases. The patients are all situated un- 
der favorable hygienic circumstances, 
and have at no time been unfitted for 
social life or attendance upon business. 
A slight roseola upon the abdomen, 
chest, and arms, preceded by slight 
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febrile action, a few superficial mucous 
patches upon the lips and tonsils, make 
up the sum total of the lesions which 
.have been observed. The treatment has 
consisted in small doses of the protiodide 
of mercury, one-third of a grain, thrice' 
daily, with inunctions thrice weekly with 
the 10 per cent, oleate of mercury, and 
the most scrupulous preservation of the 
general health by means of toiycs and 
attention to hygienic measures. This 
plan of treatment, known as the elimin- 
attue y has recently been ably presented 
to the profession in this country by Drs. 
Van Buren and Keyes, of New York, 
and seems worthy of the highest favor. 
From our very limited experience quite 
an abiding faith has been established in 
the statement of these gentlemen that a 
patient of good general health and tem- 
perate habits, under favorable hygienic 
surroundings, and treated from the be- 
ginning for a period of two years in this 
manner with mercury, followed up by a 
year's use of mercury and iodide of po- 
tassium in combination, will have no 
serious lesion, and will continue to enjoy 
as good health afterward as before the 
attack. 



Raines Successfully Treated by Wootara. 
The Vetetinaty Journal for July states 
that Offenberg, in his recent inaugural 
dissertation at the Berlin Hospital, gives 
the case of a girl, twenty-four years of 
age, who had been bitten eighty days 
before by a dog Supposed to be rabid. 
Injections of morphine and the inhala- 
tion of chloroform having been used 
without benefit, seven injections of woo- 
rara, amounting in all to three grains, 
were given in the course of five and a 
half hours. First the muscles became 
steadier, then the convulsive seizures 
less frequent, the dread of water and the 



photophobia disappeared and the voice 

improved. Some symptoms of paralysis 
now appeared, which reached their max- 
imum the following day. On the second 
day there was a slight relapse of the 
symptoms of rabies, which was checked 
by the injection of a little less than half 
a grain of the woorara. The patient re- 
covered slowly, a certain degree of 
weakness and sluggishness, and espe- 
cially weakness of sight, remaining at 
the end of two months. Theq§ was in- 
flammation, but no suppuration, at the 
points of injection. — Medical Press and 
Circular, July 12, 1876. 



Treatment of Certain Forms of Acne* — 
Dr. Chantry claims that he has obtained 
gratifying success in the treatment of 
rebellious cases of acne of the tubercu- 
lous and hypertrophic variety, by the 
use of iodide of sulphur internally in 
combination with Hardy's lotion exter- 
nally. He gives at first one, then two 
or three of the following pills : *R. Sul- 
phur, iodide, gr. ss.; Extr. solani dul- 
eamarae, gr. ij. M. He employs also 
the following lotion : R. Aquae, oz. iijss.; 
Tr, benzoin, dr. i. ; Potass, sulphuret, 
dr. i. M. A teaspoonful in lukewarm 
water, to be used morning and evening. 

(Hardy.) If this lotion causes too much 
irritation, it must be replaced by lotions 
of filtered bran-water. In some cases 
the iodide of sulphur causes gastralgia, 
and its use must be discontinued ; but if 
this does not occur, a noticeable amelio- 
ration of the affection is found in about 
twelve to twenty days. The hard, pur- 
ple elevations which surround the tuber- 
cles slowly soften and become less swol- 
len, the usual desquamation of the epi- 
dermis takes place, and soon nothing 
remains but a diffuse, pale conges- 
tion, which disappears slowly, and is 
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often succeeded by triangular cicatrices. 
In a case of acne rosacea of the face, 
of nine months' duration, which had re- 
sisted several methods of treatment, the 
iodide of sulphur could not be borne, 
and iodide of potassium was given in- 
stead, in doses rapidly increasing to a 
dracmh a day. At the same time the 
diseased parts were rubbed brijkly every 
evening with a sulphur pomade (15 sul- 
phur to 30 lard). In fifteen days the 
cure w*5 almost complete, and two 
months later there had been no return 
of the disease, — Lyon Medical, June 18. 

Treatment of Typhoid Fever by Ergot. — 
At the meeting of the Association Fran- 
caise pour tavancement des Sciences, of 
August 23d, M. Deboue, of Pau, stated 
that he had treated a number of cases 
of typhoid fever with ergot, and that 
his success has been satisfactory. The 
toleration of ergot increases with the 
severity of the disease. As a rule, the 
drug is not so well tolerated by women 
as by men ; consequently it must be 
given in smaller doses to the former. It 
may be given without fear to pregnant 
women. The pulverized ergot of rye 
preserves all its medical qualities for 
about eight days ; if it lose its physio- 
logical properties within that time, it is 
because it was already altered when 
pulverized. Of fifteen cases treated by 
Dr. Duboue, the extreme rapidity of 
the cure rendered the diagnosis of two 
uncertain ; five cases of moderate gravity 
that recovered presented during their 
courses alternations of aggravation and 
amelioration that corresponded with 
intentional interruptions of the treatment. 
Of eight very grave cases, six recovered ; 
three of these cases being already far 
advanced before the ergot treatment was 
begun. In the two fatal cases, the ergot 



did not produce its ordinary therapeutic 
effects, and uii examination it was found 
to be worm eaten and covered with a 
grayish powder. — Gazette Hebdom. de 
Med. et de Cfur. 9 September 1st 

T/ie Cold Douche and Friction in the 
Treatment of Consumption. — Sokolowski 
has published {Berliner Klin. Woch^ No. 
39 and 40) a series of articles showing 
the valtie of the cold douche with sub- 
sequent friction in the treatment of con- 
sumption. He makes a summary of 
the indications for their use as follows : 

I. Principally in individuals who 
have a well-marked tendency to con- 
sumption, provided there is a good gen- 
eral condition with a sufficient reaction 
after the douche. 

(a) Individuals born of consumptive 
parents who are at the age of rapid 
growth even though there be no appear- 
ance of the disease. 

(b) Persons who have extreme sensi- 
tiveness of the mucous membrane of the 
respiratory passage, i. e., who easily 
"take cold." 

(c) Those who have catarrh of the 
apices (spitzen-catarrh). 

(d) In case of chronic bronchitis 
having no definite localization, and which 
are dependent on hereditary tendency. 

(e) Anaemia from hereditary causes. 

II. In patients who already have 
consumption the douche is indicated. 

(a) In all cases of inflammatory (ac- 
quired) phthisis, provided there is a 
good constitutional condition. 

(b) In constitutional (hereditary) 
phthisis, in case the destructive pro- 
cesses are limited, and the general con- 
dition is good. 

In the winter season the douche should 
be used with great circumspection, and 
only in patients who are' well nourished 
and strong. 
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Death fiom Chloroform, in which all the 
Usual Precautions wete Taken to Guard 
Against It. — A man, aged thirty-three 
years, was admitted into the Charing 
Cross Hospital (London), Dec. 20, with 
a recent and irreducible, although not 
strangulated, hernia. After the ysual 
efforts at reduction in the warm bath, 
etc., the administration of chloroform 
was advised. Dec. 22. There had been 
no vomiting. From the time of his ad- 
mission until his death the patient was 
kept upon liquid diet. The Brit. Med. 
Jown. (December 23, 1876), in giving 
the details of the mode of death, says : 
On Friday, he had his half-pint of beef- 
tea at 1 o'clock, and was ordered to have 
no more food after that hour, as the chlo- 
roform administration was fixed for the 
evening. The man lay quietly in bed, 
and did not complain of exhaustion, but 
asked to have as little chloroform a s 
might be, saying that he was not a strong 
man. He had been a publican, but there 
is no evidence as to his habits. Shortly 
after 8 o'clock, the administration was 
commenced by one of the assistant resi- 
dent medical officers, who was quite ac- 
customed to the duty. The patient lay 
in bed, loosely clad. The heart was ex- 
amined by the stethoscope, and consid- 
ered to be normal, and no stimulant was 
administered. The anaesthetic was given 
on folded lint, one half drachm being 
poured on at a time. At the end of four 
or five minutes, when the fifth half drachm 
had been poured out, the taxis not hav- 
ing been commenced, and there having 
been no marked struggling, the face sud- 
denly became livid ; and the administra- 
tor, having his finger on the pulse, no- 
ticed it to become feeble, at the same 
time that respiration became slightly 
stertorous. The chloroform was at once 



removed, a pillow was placed under the 
patient's shoulders, so that the head fell 
rather backwards, the tongue was drawn 
forward by forceps, and artificial respira- 
tion, by Sylvester's method, was com- 
menced. As soon as possible, two ounces 
of brandy, with warm water, were in- 
jected into the rectum ; the chest was 
also flapped with wet towels, and the 
extremities rubbed and warmed. The 
patient, however, gave no sign of rally- 
ing, and ceased to breathe in the course 
of three or four minutes from his seizure. 
Later on, faradism was applied to the 
phrenic nerve, and artificial respiration 
was continued for an hour, but without 
result. At the post-mortem examina- 
tion, the lungs and brain were found 
congested. The heart was large, and its 
right cavities were full of dark blood. 
The right ventricle was noted to be thin- 
ner than normal, and was overlaid with 
fat. There was no naked-eye evidence 
of fatty degeneration, and the microscope 
was not used. The liver was fatty. An 
inquest was held, and a verdict returned 
to the effect ' ' that deceased died from 
the effects of chloroform, but that it was 
properly administered." 

Varicocele — Six Cases Treated by One 
Method. — We saw seven cases of varico- 
cele, in five of which the disease was 
confined to the left side, and in the re- 
maining two it was developed upon both 
sides. Six of those patients were under 
treatment by means of mechanical pres- 
sure afforded by a truss, and this was 
aided by a suspensory bandage. The 
odd case, the disease being only slightly 
developed, was treated by means of the 
suspensory bandage alone. Support the 
pendant parts, and at the same time 
make moderate compression immediately 
over the external abdominal ring. To 
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make pressure, an ordinary hernia truss 
was used, with the addition of a perineal 
band to secure it perfectly in position. 
The aim was to make such an amount of 
pressure as would moderately compress 
tjie veins at that point, and maintain it 
night and day, the truss being removed 
only for purposes of cleanliness. It was 
believed by the visiting surgeon that we 
should not resort to any more violent 
means of cure in a majority of cases, 
and that in a large proportion favorable 
results might be expected. 

Propylamine. — "Thus far almost the 
only application made of trimethylamine 
is in the treatment of acute rheumatism 
and gout In some cases it appears to 
produce almost complete relief after the 
administration of a few doses, but gener- 
ally a longer time is required (Awena- 
rius, Dujardin-Beaumetz, Spencer, Leo). 
It moderates at once, the fever and the 
joint-pain, and very decidedly shortens 
the duration of the disease. It is said to 
diminish the tendency to cardiac com- 
plication. 

"This agent, having so decided an influ- 
ence on the pulse, temperature, and ex- 
cretion of urea, will in the future, doubt- 
less, be applied to the treatment of oth- 
er diseases. 

"Chemically trimethylamine is incom- 
patible with the mineral acids, the salts 
of the metals, the alkalies (chlorides), 
and vegetable infusions. It should al- 
ways be prescribed alone, in solution, 
in some aromatic water. Therapeutical- 
ly, it is antagonized by the stimulants, 
opium, belladonna, digitalis, etc. 

•'For therapeutical purposes, the chlo- 
ride, which is specially commended by 
Dujardin-Beaumetz, has the advantage 
of being free from the disagreeable taste 

f propylamine. It is almost odorlessi 



and in solution has an alkaline but not 
unpleasant taste. The ordinary dose is 
two grains every three hours." 



The Antagonism between Sbychnia and 
Monobromide of Camphot. — The re- 
searches of Dr. Valenti Y. Vivo with 
these drugs are highly interesting, and 
his conclusions ( Veternary Journal^ July, 
1875) are worthy of being placed on re- 
cord. They are : 

1. The bromide reduces the force and 
frequency of the tetanic convulsions 
produced by strychnia, the tonic convul- 
sions being converted into atonic, and 
the action of the antidote is rapid and 
sure. A strong dose of the bromide is 
required. 

2. The bromide acts on the sympa- 
thetic, causing myosis and cardiac par- 
alysis. 

3. It is preferable to introduce the 
bromide by gastric ingestion, and in 
small and repeated doses. 

4. That from four to six grammes of 
the bromide in small doses should be 
given in cases of poisoning by strychnia. 

5. Twelve dogs after receiving a fatal 
dose of strychnia were saved by mono- 
bromide of camphor. — The Doctor. 



Inhalation of Iodine. — Dr. Seguin re- 
marks: — "I beg leave to say, also, that 
for more than fifteen years, I usually 
prescribe the inhalation of iodine in forms 
whose formulary may be found In many 
drug stores in this city. The most 

usual of these forms being that of a pillow 
containing aromatic plants, say sea- 
weeds, black walnut or fern leaves, etc., 
according to secondary indications. In 
this pillow is introduced a little bag or 
satchel containing a drachm or so of 
iodine, in as much of bran as will pre- 
vent the too rapid evaporation of the 
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drug. When the satchel does no more 
smell of iodine, it is refilled, and when 
the pillow begins to smell the pus-like 
odor peculiar to those cases, the herbs 
are also renewed. Let us remark en 
passant that the alteration of both is in 
proportion to the gravity of the affec- 
tion. The pillow must be soft, and 
broad enough for the head and chest to 
remain upon it during the night tossings. 
The urine has to be tested for albumen 
during this treatment" — Medical Re- 
card. 



Gastric Ulcer — Milk Treatment — A 

female patient suffering with this disease 

was admitted, and at once placed upon 

such quantities of milk as could be taken 

without being rejected by the stomach. 

The amount given at first was only a 
teaspoonful, which could be repeated 

about every twenty minutes. The milk 
was increased in quantity only as it 
could be tolerated by the stomach, and 
the patient was then able to take half a 
glass at a time. In addition a piece of 
cardboard about the size of a five-cent 
nickel was dipped in nitric acid, and laid 
over the region of the tenderness in the 
epigastrium, and permitted to remain 
until the cuticle was destroyed, when it 
was removed and the sore kept open by 
dressing it with a piece of adhesive plas- 
ter. The patient had been in the hos- 
pital several times suffering from the 
vomiting, etc., incident to this affection, 
and had usually been treated with injec- 
tions. But her recovery at this visit 
had been equally prompt -and much 
more agreeable, although her symptoms 
had been as severe as at any previous 
admission. — Medical Record. 



Citrate of Soda in Diabetes. — M. Guyot 
Darmecy recommends i 'Citrate of Soda" 
in daily doses of half a drachm to one 



drachm, as an excellent remedy in this 
disease. It has been shown by analysis, 

that sugar disappears from the urine 
when this salt is used with the food in- 
stead of common salt. It is also known, 
since the researches of Whoeler, that the 
alkaline salts of organic acids, when given 
in doses too small to produce purgative 
effect, absorbed, and their acid being 
burnt up in the respiartory process, are 
elimanated by the urine as carbonates. 
Hence, " Citrate of Soda " may, without 
interfering with the gastric acid in the 
same way as alkaline carbonates, place 
the system under the influence of an 
alkaline carbonate, which is indispensa- 
ble to the interstitial combustion of the 
glucose of the food. — Medical Brief, 
July, 1876. _ 

Forcible Dilatation of the Sphincter Am 
in the Treatment of Hemorrhoids. — Dr. 
Christofari in his work on this subject 
comes to the following conclusions: — 
Contraction of the sphincter ani plays an 
important role in the production of 
hemorrhoids. This contraction is much 
more frequent in hemorrhoidal affec- 
tions than most writers on the subject 
think. It produces the constipation 
and the acute pain which these patients 
suffer before and after defecation. It 
exists, too, without pain, and for this 
should be none .the less considered as a 
cause productive^ of hemorrhoids.' In 

removing the constriction the physi- 
cian relieves the painful symptoms 
which it occasions and at the same time 

may treat the diseased parts. The best 
method to employ is that of forcible dila- 
tation. This proceeding, so simple and 
so harmless, has succeeded in a very 
great number of cases. — Gas. des Hop- 
itaux. 
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A Prophylactic for Sore Nipples. — Dr. 
Julius Fehr writes (New Yotk Medical 
Record, August 21st) : — The curative, as 
well as the palliative, treatment of sore 
or cracked nipples bejng well known to 
be futile, my aim for a long time was di- 
rected to the finding of a reliable pro- 
phylactic. After trying a good many 
formulas of others, and combinations of 
my own, I came at last to the use of 
t&nnate of lead, the "cataplasma ad de- 
cubitum" of the Pharmacopoeia Germanr 
tea with the addition of a little glycerine 
to modify, in some degree, the exces- 
sive drying properties of that prepara- 
tion, This "plumbum tannicum pulti- 
forme" I had applied, for about one 
month before parturition, two or three 
times a day, directly to the nipples. 
This I found "tanned" the nipples in 
so thorough a manner that they were 
perfectly able to withstand all suckling, 
and all pulling on the part of the infant 
successfully. At the same time, I use 
a piece of cotton felt, about one inch 
and a half in diameter, and half an inch 
in thickness, with an aperture in the 
middle large enough to give free access 
to the nipple. This will not only pre- 
vent the pressure of the garments on 
the nipples, but will give, at the same 
time, to the nipples a chance to develop 
themselves better, which is often so 
much needed. — Brit. Med. Jour. 

Atropia Poisoning. — Dr. Leonard. — 
Assisted by Dr. McDowell I operated 
for cataract in a man set. 74 years. Af- 
ter die operation, prescribed a four-grain 
solution of atropia, to be used by instil- 
lation into the eye. Previously, had 
prescribed \ grain doses of morphia, to 
be taken in conjunction with a cough 
mixture for bronchitis. During the night 
the patient took dr. j of the atropia so- 



lution in mistake for the morphia mix- 
ture. The characteristic toxicological 
effects developed, as great heat and 
burning in the throat, swelling of 
the tongue, numbness of the limbs, 
loss of consciousness, &c. Admin- 
istered J-grain doses of morphia ; 
after which the patient began to improve, 
and by four o'clock the next afternoon 
the unpleasant symptoms produced by 
the atropia had entirely disappeared. 

Smoking Belladonna in Asthma. — Dr. 
Reeves, in the Melbourne Medical Rec- 
ord t states that smoke from the leaves 
of belladonna possesses much more pow- 
er in cutting short an attack of asthma 
than that from stramonium. A long 
pipe is the best means of smoking them, 
the patient being instructed to draw the 
smoke deep intD the chest. If when 
the attack is at its height he has not the 
power of doing this, the leaves may be 
placed in a saucer containing lighted 
charcoal or wood-ashes, which should 
be placed on a chair in front of the pa- 
tient, this chair, as well as his own, be- 
ing covered with a large sheet, so as to 
confine the fumes, before the leaves are 
put on the hot charcoal. From two 
and a half to five grains of the leaves are 
sufficient when smoked, and from five to 
twenty grains when burned. 

Emulsion of Phosphorated Oil. — Prof. 
Redwood recommends the following 
method of exhibiting phosphorous in 
solution: Take one drachm of phos- 
phorated oil, two drachms of yolk of 
egg, six drachms of syrup of tolu, and 
sufficient chloroform water to make six 

ounces and seven drachms. Make an 
emulsion, and add one drachm of liquor 
potassae. The chloroform is introduced 
simply to preserve the preparation. — De- 
troit Rev. Med. 
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A Simple Method of Treating Utnbibli- 
cal Henna in Infants. — A piece of white 
wax is softened, and fashioned with the 
fingers into a ball, which is then cut in 
two, so as to form two hemispheres. 
One of these hemispheres, which must 
be of a size proportionate to the umbil- 
ical ring, is applied to it in such a way 
that its spherical surface securely fills 
the opening, and is then retained in po- 
sition by a strip of plaster. Instead of 
wax we may use gutta-percha, previous- 
ly softened in warm water. Both of 
of these substances, about two hours 
after their application, become sufficient- 
ly softened to the skin. If the plaster 
excites cutaneous erythema, it should be 
removed every two days, and the skin 
powdered with rice- powder. — Le Bor- 
deaux Medical, September 12th. 



Radical Cure for Piles.— Dr. A. B. 
Bowen, of Magnoketa, Iowa, writes: 
"In a recent number of The Record, my 
attention wa& directed to the treatment 
for navus by hypodermic injection. 
From the similarity of the anatomical 
structure of the naevus to hemorrhoidal 
tumors, I uas induced to try the remedy. 
In the latter I used carbolic acid and 
ergot (fluid extract) in equal parts, in- 
jecting from ten to fifteen minims of the 
solution into the spongy, vascular hem- 
orrhoidal tumor. This was repeated 
about once a week for five or six times, 
when the tumor had entirely disappear- 
ed. I have tried this in several cases, and 
it acts like a specific," — Pacific Med. and 
Surg. four. 

The Medical Uses of Myrrh. — M. 
Deliaux de Savignac, considers its action 
upon the stomach as being well estab- 
lished. He has seen painful dyspepsia 
rapidly ameliorated under its use. It 
acts as a general tonic in gastralgia de- 



pendent upon several chronic diseases, 
anaemia and chlorosis especially. Finally f 
its local calmative and disinfectant action 
makes it a useful addition to certain 
topical applications. The following form- 
ulae are recommended, by the author 
referred to, in the Dictionaire encyclope- 
dique des sciences medicates : 

R. Prepared chalk 500 grammes. 

Powdered borax 250 

Myrrh 125 " 

Orris root 125 

M. 

Antigastralgic wine of myrrh, pre- 
scribed in the dose of a wine-glassful, 
three times a day, before or after meals, 
according to the time at which the pain 
is experienced, has an excellent stom- 
achic effect ; it is prepared as follows : 
R. Best myrrh, powd. 20 grammes dr. v. 

Bitter orange peel.. ..15 " dr.iv. 
Malaga wine 1 litre f.oz.xxviii. 

Macerate ten days and filter.— -Jour, 
de Med.etde Ckir. partiques, Nov. 1876. — 
Clin. Rec. 

Pilocarpm. — A substance has been 
separated from the leaves of jaborandi 
{pilocarpus pinnatus) that seems to possess 
all their virtues ; it has been called /*'&- 
carpin. It has a semi-fluid existence, 
has a yellowish color, an agreeable odor, 
is free from acidity, and is spoken of as 
an alkaloid. In doses of one-twelfth to 
one-fourth of a grain, it is equal to an 
infusion containing the strength of from 
five to ten grains of the leaves. It lyts 
but little effect on the heart's action, or 
on the temperature of the body, nor 
does it act as a narcotic on the brain. 
Jaborandi is in truth a harmless ,but 
highly potent medicine, and its efficacy 
is in its action as a sialagogue and dia] 
phoretic. — Druggists Circulars 
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The Sudden Checking of Opium Eating. 
The eminent Sir Robert Christison, after 
a large experience in the treatment of 
such cases, says that no good can be 
done by " gradual reduction/' and that 
it can be safely left off abruptly, even 
after many years' indulgence. He rec- 
ommends bromide of potassium to allay 
irritability, and chloral to procure sleep. 
For the first three days the patient suf- 
fers from great depression, loathing, sick- 
ness and vomiting. By the fourth night 
he falls asleep and awakes refreshed 
in most cases the progress afte 
very satisfactory. There is, 
great danger of a relapse. S 
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Prevention of After- Pains. — Dr. Le Dib- 
erder (Ann. de Gynecolog. ) believes that 
ergot, suitably administered, has the 
power of preventing after-pains. He 
gives half a drachm in divided doses 
directly after the expulsion of the pla- 
centa, with the object of bringing about 
a firm and consistent contraction of the 
uterus in place of the alternate contrac- 
tions and relaxations to which he says 
after-pains are dne. The Dublin Med. 
Press and Ore. , in commenting upon this 
nt, calls attention to the opinion 
les Locock, that after-pains 
duefb^he retention of coagula, and 
al pressure upon the uterus 
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The Use of Conium. — Dr. A. M7 
Hamilton says that in the treatment of 
diseases where tremor is a symptom, 
much benefit has followed the use of 
conium at the female epileptic and para- 
lytic hospital on Blackvfell's Island. In 
two cases of chorea of long standing it 
produced a prompt amelioration of the 
patients' condition, and in the tremor 
sclerosis it suppressed the movements 

for several weeks. It was given in the 
form of fluid extract, in doses of min. x 
three times a day. — Med. and Surg. 
Reporter. 

Chloral in Ulcers.— Dr. W. M. Wright, 
Surgeon and Secretary of the National 
Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers 
(Southern Branch), Hampton, Va., 
writes us : 

•°I find nothing so valuable in the 
treatment of old indolent ulcers, not de- 
pendent upon necrosis, as a local appli- 
cation of a solution of hydrate of chlo- 
ral. Among the old soldiers of our 
home we have a great variety of such 
cases, and I find nothing improves their 
condition better or more rapidly than 
the above." 



reasote by Spray. — Commence with a 
weak solution of creasote, two minims 
to the ounce of water, and gradually in- 
crease it to twice that strength. A suffi- 
cient quantity of spirit should be added 
to dissolve the creasote. I direct the 
patient to take one deep inspiration, so 
as to entice the spray well into the lungs, 
and again to renew it in the course of a 
few seconds. After one or two applica- 
tions it gives rise to no irritation or 
cough, and it is extremely agreeable to 
the patient. 

Castor Oil. — This nauseous drug can 
be easily taken when administered in 
the following way : The glass should be 
first rinsed with moderately hot water, 
and then two drachms of hot water, one 
ounce of castor oil and one drachm of 
peppermint water put in the order men- 
tioned. This is easily swallowed, and 
leaves hardly any taste of the oil in the 
mouth. 

Vegetable Diet for Epileptics.— T>r. 
Merson concludes that there are fair 
grounds for the deduction that farina- 
ceous food is more suitable for epileptics 
than a mixed or nitrogenous diet 
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Valuable Prescriptions. — Dr. Vander- 
beck, in Med. and Surg. Rep. f pub- 
lishes the following formulae in chemical 
and hospital practice in New York : 

EPILEPTIC SEIZURES AT THE MENSTRUAL 

PERIOD. 

The case in question was a young 
woman who menstruated only once in 
six weeks, and then the flow was very 
scanty. The convulsions were pro- 
nounced to be due to reflex irritation, 
from congestion of the ovaries. 

R. Aloes, gr.j. 

Belladonnas ext gr.£. 

Capsici gr«i« ** 

F. pil. 

Sig. — Taken every evening, for a few 
days before menstrual period. Just at 
this time, leeches, applied over the ova- 
ries, and warm baths, will be of service. 
The diet must be of easy digestibility. 

Also use the following prescription : 

R. Pot. brom., grs. xx. 

Tinct belladon min. ij. 

Syrupi, • 

Aquae, aa q.s. ad. ft dr ij. 

Sig. — One dose, three times a day. 

It may be remembered that it was in 
just such cases as these, of convulsions 
attending disorders of menstruation, 
bromide of potash first came into 
use. It was soon discovered that its 
antispasmodic virtue extended to all 
forms of epileptic seizures, whether con- 
nected with some obvious irritation, or 

having no such dependence, being idio- 
pathic in character. 

SUPRA-ORBITAL NEURALGIA (Syphilitic) . 

R. Pot. iod., gr.x. 

One dose, ter die, in solution, after 
meal. Increase the dose to twenty 
grains, after a time. 

Also— 

R. Ung. aconite, strength, gr. ss, to 

adipisozj. 
Sig — Rub over painful part. 



UNCOMPLICATED SUPRA-ORBITAL NEURAL- 
GIA. 

R. Arsenici, gr/* 

Ext. Conii, grj. 

Ext. cannabis ind grj. 

Sig. — One dose, ter die. Da Costa. 

OBSTINATE NEURALGIA. 

R. Sodae arseniatis, gr & 

Cinch, sulph grsij. 

Conii ext grj. 

Sig. — One dose, ter die. During the 

paroxysm use hypodermic injection of 

morphia. 

CEREBRAL NEURALGIA. 

R. Chloral hyd grsx. 

Pot. bromid grsxx. 

Syr. aurant. cort drss. 

Aquae driss. M. 

Sig. — One dose, at bed time. 

Also — 
R. Tine, cinch, comp oz ij. 

Fl. ext. cinch ozj. 

Ammon. brom ozss. M. 

Sig. — One teaspoonful, ter die. 

UTERINE NEURALGIA. 

R. Tine, aconit rad dr jss. 

Ammon. chloridi dr ij. 

Ammon. iod dr j. 

Tinct. card, co ozj. 

Syr. aurant cort oz iv. 

Aq. anisi., q s. ad. ft... oz viij. M. 

Sig. — One drachm, every four hours. 

Also — 

R. Syr. ferri. quiniae et strichnise phos. 

Sig. — One drachm, half an hour be- 
fore each meal. 

OVARIAN NEURALGIA. 

R. Ammon. mur dr ij. 

Tinct aconit dr ij. 

Syr. aurant. cort oz viij. M. 

Sig. — One drachm, ter die. Da Costa. 

—Dr. Roth related at the Medical 
Society of Strasburg, the case of a child 
three years old who vomited a button 
two years after it had been swallowed. 
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Scientific Items. 



Thc*6isulphide is regarded as a very 
superior disinfectant for sick rooms, etc. 
When ignited, it evolves sulphurious 
acid vapor. It may be burned in a spirit 
lamp, or in an open vessel. It is highly 
inflammable, and should be cautiously 
handled. 

The Sun is a molten mass, white hot, 
856,000 miles in diameter, equaling the 
bulk of 1,260,000 worlds like the earth, 
having a surrounding ocean of gas on 
fire 50,000 miles deep, tongues of flame 
darting up 75,000 miles, volcanic forces 
that hurl luminous matter to the height 
of. 160,000 miles. He travels, also, in 
an orbit which requires a period of iS,- 

000,000 of years ! The spectroscope 
reveals the existence on the sun of all 
the metals that are found in the earth 



Meteorological Observations. — In I873, 
the Meteorological Congress at Vienna 
proposed that at least one observation 
should be taken, at a given time, at ev- 
ery signal station throughout the world. 
The Bureau at Washington has accord- 
ingly perfected an arrangement by which, 
at the hour of 7:35 A. M., observations 
will be taken in the United States, Great 
Britain, Austria, Algeria, Belgium, Den- 
mark, France, Germany, The Nether- 
lands, Norway, Russia, Portugal, Swe- 
den, Spain, Switzerland, Greece, Turkey ^ 
Canada, Hawaiian Islands, Dutch Guin 
ea and Japan, and upon all the naval 
vessels of the United States. 



Venous Pulse Resulting from Chloro- 
form. — Prof. Leon Noel, of the Univer 
sity of Louvain, has published an article 
in a French journal, in which he an- 
nounces as a symptom of the physiolog. 
ical action of chloroform the fact that 



the internal jugular veins, the subcla- 
vian, and, in most cases, the externa] 
jugular, and sometimes even the facial 
veins are the seat ol pulsations which 
are isochronous with the radial pulse. 
These pulsations are scarcely sensible to 
the touch, but very perceptible to the 
eye. The Professor thinks that a ve- 
nous pulse so marked as this, indicates 
a profound perturbation of the functions 
of the heart. 

The Microscope. — In the animalcule 

world the law of devourer and prey 

holds good. In a single drop of water 

the larger infusoria have been seen to 

pursue and devour the smaller on^s. In 

the language of Hudibras — 

" These fleas have other fleas to bite 'em, 
And these fleas fleas ad infinitum." 



CEnothera Biennis. — For that form of 
asthma which at certain seasons mani- 
fests jtself, particularly at night, and 
associated with bronchial irritation and 
grastric disturbance, flatulency, etc., Dr. 
Davis, in the American Practitioner, says 
that he has found the CEnotliera Biennis, 
or evening primrose, to be a valuable 
remedy. Thinks it has a specific action 
upon the pneumogastric nerve, and is 
adapted to the treatment of such cases 
of respiratory or gastric trouble as in- 
volve a morbid sensitiveness either in 
the laryngeal, pulmonary, or gastric 
branches of that nerve. He gives the 
fluid extract in doses of twenty-five 
drops in half tablespoonful ot water be- 
fore each meal and at bed time. 

Value of a Finger. — A court in New 
York has established the value of a hu- 
man diget, by giving a laborer, who had 
his finger mashed in moving a barrel of 
lard, damages against his employer to 
the amount of $1,000. 
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Practical Hints. 



Eczena. — In a clinical lecture by Dr. 
Yandell, in Louisville Medical News, he 
remarks: — Quinia is the remedy for 
acute eczena in a vast majority of cases. 
Arsenic and other antiperiodics may 
substitute it. Iron is always needed. — 
Calomel in cathartic doses promotes re- 
covery. Local taeatment is not with- 
out benefit. These children will get the 
following prescriptions : 

Tannin, gr. x ; 

Morphia, gr. ij ; 

Carbolic Acid, gr. ij ; 

Benzoated oxide of zinc 
ointment (any other un- . 
irritating ointment might 
do as well) 1 ounce. 

Mix thoroughly and apply to the erup- 
tion. No soap must be used, and wash- 
ing, even with simple water, should be 
done as seldom as possible. 

Calomel gr. x; 

Bicarb. Soda gr. L 

Mix and make ten powders. Give one 
thrice a week at bed-time. 

Sulphate of Quinia. 1 drachm. 

Tannin, gr. xv ; 

Syrup of tolu, ounces iiij. 

Mix carefully. Direct to shake well be- 
fore administering, and give each child 
fouc teaspoonsful daily, the last to be 
taken two hours before the period of se- 
vere itching is expected to commence. 
The first dose is to be given four to six 
hours preceeding the last. Properly 
compounded this is a tasteless mixture 
and therefore excellent for children. — 
It is readily absorbed, It seldom nau- 
seates. One of these children is two 
and a half years old ; the other is a year 
younger. Children bear and require 
larger doses of quinia in proportion than 



adults. The antiperiodic treatment will 
be followed by the ferruginous and bit. 
ter tonics. As to diet, the children 
should have whatever they will eat. — 
Meat and fruits are especially good for 
them. Never put on low diet any of 
your patients with skin diseases, and en- 
courage all to use fats. 

Rheumatism Treated with Salicylate of 
Soda. — Professor A. Clarke. — Prof. C. 
treated eleven cases of acute rheumatism 
— all that occurred in his ward of Belle, 
vue from April 1 to June 1 — with thi- 
drug. In nine of the cases there was 
early improvement following the use of 
the medicine. In two cases the ameli- 
oration was more gradual. The influ- 
ence of the medicine in " lowering the 
fever heat and diminishing the excited 
pulse were as marked as its power to 
relieve pain." 

The formula used in all the cases is as 
follows : 

R — Acid salicylic dr. iij ; 

Sodae bicarbonat dr. ij ; 

Glycerine 1 

Aq. ) M oz - l l 

M. Sig. Tablespoonful every two 
hours for the first day, and afterward 
the same dose six times a day. 

No unpleasant effect of any kind was 
noticed after the administration of the 
medicine.— Med. Record, Oct 14, 1876 

"Important, if True. 1 ' — An English- 
man of some note sends to a Liverpool 
paper the remarkable statement that 
the worst case of small-pox can be cured 
in three days, simply by the use of 
cream of tartar. One ounce of cream of 
tartar dissolved in a pint of water, drank 
at intervals, when cold, he says, is a cer- 
tain remedy; it has cured thousands, 
never leaves a mark, never causes blind- 
ness, and avoids tedious lingering. 



Editorial and Miscellaneous. 



'All communications relating to the business of 
The Record, for the year 1877. must be addressed to 

DR. B. 0. WORD, 
Business Manager, South. Med. Reo., 

Atlanta, Ga. 

(9* Brief and practical communications are solicited 
on all subjects pertaining to medicine, also reports 
of oases in practice. 

O* Send money by check, postal order, or regis" 
tered letter. ^ 

<3T Write your name, post-office, county and State 
plainly. 

VERTEBRATED ANIMALS IN 
THE HUMAN STOMACH. 



Dr. Fisher, of Ohio, reports to the 
Nashville Journal of Medicine, a case of 
a mouse, swallowed by a lady from a 
pitcher of water, which remained alive 
in the stomach a period of four months, 
when it was ejected by vomiting. The 
editor, while publishing the case, and 
uttering nothing disparaging to the 
doctor's veracity, evidently regards him 
the dupe of a hysterical trick. We will 
here mention the facts of a case given 
to us by Dr. Gordon, of LaFayette, 
Ga., a respectable physician, who af- 
firmed that the facts were positively 
true as related. We repeat from mem. 
ory, and will, therefore, not attempt to 
give the dates, or describe accurately, 
the symptoms. The doctor stated that 
he had been somewhat annoyed by fre- 
quent calls to visit a negress suffering 
with paroxysms of pain and cramps in 
the stomach, described by the patient as 
a crawling, moving, sensation, and a 
sense of oppression and choking. These 
symptoms had recurred at frequent in- 
tervals for two or three years, each suc- 
cessive attack seeming to grow worse, 
until at length they became almost un- 
supportable. The doctor, supposing it 
to be a case of hysteria, prescribed a 



mixture of hartshorn and assafoeteda, 
which always gave relief for the time. 
As the attack continued to return from 
day to day, the doctor at length pre- 
pared a quantity of the medicine and 
directed her to use it pro re nata. For 
eight or ten days after the directions 
last given, he heard nothing of his pa- 
tient, but was again sent for in great 
haste and informed that bones and pu- 
trid matter were being discharged from 
the bowels — a fact which had greatly 
alarmed the patient. Upon examining 
the matter thus discharged, he found a 
number of bones and portions of the skin 
of a vertebrated animal. These he care- 
fully preserved, and directed them to 
preserve any other portions that might 

appear. At a subsequent visit, more 
had been discharged, and the skeleton 
complete was found. The Doctor gave 
us a rib, a vertebra and a claw with a 
portion of the skin of the animal which 
we subjected to a close examination. — 
The claw was very nearly an half inch 
in length. The tibia and femur were 
about } of an inch each, and articulated 
in a manner indicative of a crawling, or 
crab like motion. The rib was slightly 
curved and nearly an inch in length. — 
Allowing the corresponding rib to be of 
equal length, the vertebra interposed, 
and a reasonable space for the cartilagi- 
nous, or membranous connection in fiont, 
the animal must have been not less than 
three inches in circumference, or an inch 
in diameter, and probably five to six 
inches in length. The skin resembled 
that of a cat-fish. We make no com 
ment on this case further than to add 
that there is in that country an amphibi 
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ous creature called water dog, which has 
great tenacity of life, and which fully 
answers the description of the animal 
described. Touching on the facts as re- 
lated, we believe them correct, that the 
Doctor was not deceived by the patient, 
and that he is a man of truth and in- 
tegrity. W, 

INTERNATIONAL REGULA- 
TIONS. 



It is said that the French government 
is about to prohibit American and other 
physicians foreign to their country, from 
practicing medicine in France. The 
same prohibition is being entertained in 
England, where an American physician 
was indicted for practicing without an 
English diploma. While it does no* 
seem proper to permit, indiscriminately, 
as we do in the United States, every 
foreign pretender to practice the profes- 
sion who may choose to do so, yet i l 
would seem illiberal and unjust, if no* 
inconsistent with international law, t 
ignore and disregard the rights which 
our diplomas confer upon us at home- 



Our January number was gotten 
out under difficulties growing out of the 
unusual demand for press-work in the 
city, and the inability of the publishers 
to give the time and attention requisite 
to the proper execution of the work. 
The present issue will be found an im. 
provement on thefi rst, and the journal 
may be expected soon to attain to that 
neat and substantial form designed by 
the editors. The matter of the journal 
was highly practical and interesting, as 
evinced by testimonials already received. 
The present issue will also be found 
highly practical, and the editors will, in 
the future, labor still more assiduously 



to furnish our readers with more than a 
quid pro quo for the price of subscription. 

Climate of Upper Georgia. — A gen- 
tleman in St. Joe, Cal., writes us to 
learn something of the climate and 
health of this section of country. We 
refer him and others desiring such in- 
formation, to Dr. Little, the State Geol- 
ogist, Atlanta, Ga., and to the editor of 
The South, New York, who has devoted 
a copy of his paper to a description, 
etc., of each of the Southern States. 
We will add that, excepting about 
three and a half months, dating from 
about the middle of November, during 
which the weather is variable, with oc 
casional rains followed by cold snaps, 
rarely falling below 30° F. , our climate 
is mild, bracing and healthful. The 
water, particularly in Middle and North- 
east Georgia, is superb. 

Our Co- Laborers. — A number of 
able and intelligent medical men have 
engaged to write for our journal the 
present year. Their names were unin- 
tentionally omitted from the proper 
place, and will appear in our next. Our 
subscribers will please remember that, / 
though they are not all on our published 
list of co-laborers, yet we regard them 
as such, and shall be pleased to have 
them send us up useful and practical 
matter for publication at any time. 

State Board of Health. — We learn 
that the Transactions of the Georgia 
State Board of Health are in press. We 
regret that we had not opportunity of 
examining them before the issue of our 
present number. Fears are entertained 
that the Board will be abolished by the 
present Legislature, as \ery persistent 
and formidable oppos on has been 
waged against it^since its organization. 
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We have received and interesting pam- 
phlet from Prof. A. W. Calhoun, of this 
city, detailing many operations for cata- 
ract. Also copy of remarks before the 
Medical Journal Association, New York, 
on Masturbation and Hysteria in young 
children, by Prof. A. Jacobi. 

Exchanging Advertisements. — Sev- 
eral of our cotemporaries have proposed 
an exchange of advertisements. We 
would gladly accept the proposition from 
our editorial brethren of other journals, 
but our arrangements at present will not 
admit of it. After a time, we hope to 
be able to extend as well as avail our. 
selves of these courtesies. 



LITERARY NOTICES. 



Lippincotfs Magazine, — The January 
and February numbers of this beautiful 
magazine is on our table. They are 
filled with handsome illustrations of for- 
eign and home scenes taken from nature. 
The literature is attractive — coming 
from the pens of the best of American 
and English authors. The " Marquis of 
Lossie," by Rev. Geo. McDonald, is a 
serial story of great power, and is worth 
the price of subscription — £4.00. 

Appletoris Journal, — This delightful 
home journal — once a weekly, now a 
monthly — is one of the very best of our 
literary magazines. The illustrations 
are handsome and the stories and other 
reading, are first class. It will be a 
family friend and a genial monthly visi- 



tor in the home circle, and one cheaply 
secured at the low price of $4.00. 

The Scientific American, and the Scien- 
tific American Supplement, are journals 
our readers should take. They are truly 
scientific— covering a wide field in sci- 
ence, literature and art. Munn & Co., 
New York. 

Vick's garden and floral seeds are the 
finest and best we have ever used. We 
have used his seeds for several years and 
they are pure— just what they are re- 
commended to be. Get Vick's seed. 
Address James Vick. Rochester, New 
York. G. 



Definitions. — The word prescription is 
from the Latin pra t before; scribo, I 
write ; and is applied to the written di- 
rections of a physician for the prepara- 
tion and use of remedies. A prescrip- 
tion may or may not refer to drugs — the 
physician may prescribe bathing, exer- 
cise, blood-letting, etc. It is, therefore, 
more comprehensive xhan the word for- 
mula, from the Latin forma, a form, 
which is only applied to the form or di- 
rections given for the preparation and 
use of pharmaceutical remedies or drugs. 

The symbol R. is an abbreviation of 
the Latin recipe, take thou, and is usually 
placed at the beginning of every formula 
The Latin M attached to formulae is an 
abbreviation of nusce, mix thou, and the 
letter S an abbreviation for signatura, the 
signature, or the directions to be written 
upon the label as a guide to the patient 
in the use of the medicine. 
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Original and Selected Articles. 



A RECENT TREATMENT FOR 
IRREDUCIBLE RETROFLEX- 
ION OF THE UTERUS. 



BT A. H. QOELET, M. D, 



By Irreducible Retroflexion is meant a 
retroflexed Uterus, either congenital or 
accidentaljtohich has been bound down 
in this abnormal position by false mem- 
branous bands, the result of subsequent 
pelvic inflammation. Most authors on 
gynaecology, say that we can only re- 
sort to palliative means in these cases. 
Dr. Thomas in his excellent work on 
diseases of Women, advises that the 
uterus be left in its abnormal position 
unless the symptoms are such as to 
render reposition urgently necessary, in 
which case he thinks it should be forci- 
bly replaced. . But this latter procedure 
subjects the patient to the dangers of 
peritonitis. Prof. Carl Schrceder, who 
writes the volume on diseases of the 
Female Sexual Organs for Ziemssen's 
Cyclopedia oi Medicine, says in treat- 



ing of this subject : " If the conditions 
of the displacement are such as to pre- 
clude any attempt at replacement, we 
are restricted to merely palliative treat- 
ment, which in most cases avails to 
render the patient tolerably comforta- 
ble." All other writers whose works I 
have consulted hold the same opinion. 

Dr. Emmet makes a step in advance 
and treats these cases by introducing 
the Uterine Repositor or the sound 
twice or three times a week, and gently 
forces the uterus upward and forward, 
thus stretching these membranous bands 
a little more every time. This, in the 
end. results ip a cure, but has the disad- 
vantage of being long and tedious to 
both physician and patient, and particu- 
larly objectionable because it necessi- 
tates too much treatment. There will be 
found few patients who will follow this 
out to the end. 

Now what I have found equally suc- 
cessful, and less objectionable, is this : 
Without attempting replacement of the 
organ, introduce an ordinary Hodge's 
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closed leverf>essary, which has been per- 
fectly fitted to the particular case, so 
that the patient may wear it with per- 
fect ease and comfort. This will pro- 
duce a constant stretching of these false 
attachments by steady pressure on the 
fundus upward, and will, if worn suffi- 
ciently long, accomplish the same pur- 
pose that Dr. Emmet does with the 
repositor ; thus avoiding the objection 
of a too frequent use of that instrument, 
of which the patient will soon weary. 

To verify the success of this proce- 
dure, I will quote one case from my 
private practice : Miss Anna D. aged 
19 years, unmarried, dressmaker, con- 
sulted me in December, 1875. She 
dated all her ailments about two years 
back, when she had a severe attack of 
illness, and her physician told her she 
had " inflammation of the womb." Since 
this she had always suffered from dys- 
menorrhea, lucorrhcea, intense backache, 
headache, and constipation ; and when 
her bowels were moved she experienced 
most excrutiating pain. Upon exami- 
nation I found the uterus retroflexed 
and its reduction impossible. Dr. Geo. 
T. Harrison of this city saw her in con- 
sultation, and agreed with me that it 
was an irreducible flexion. I did not 
attempt further replacement, but fitted 
and introduced a Hodge's closed lever 
pessary, which she wore without any in- 
convenience. I gave a laxative pill to 
regulate the bowels, and I saw her once 
or twice a month for about three months. 
After this she passed from under my 
observation and did not return again 
'till October 9th, 1876, when I removed 
the pessary; and on introducing the 
sound the uterus was found in its nor- 
mal position. All her disagreeable 
symptoms had disappeared. 



TRACHEOTOMY FOR THE RE- 
MOVAL OF A FOREIGN BODY. 

BY R INGB, M. D. 



In September last, Horace Whitsell, 
a mulatto child, 2*/ 2 years of age, while 
eating a watermelon, was suddenly seiz- 
ed with a violent paroxysm of coughing 
attended with considerable dyspneea. 
These violent symptoms passed off in a 
few minutes ; but still there remained 
some difficulty in respiration, which at 
times became very alarming. On ex- 
amining the patient a distinct thud 
could be heard about the throat when 
any effort at coughing was made, the 
cough being croupy. During the respi- 
atory movements there was only a 
wheezing sound produced, as if the air 
was passing through a very small orifice. 
Being satisfied a foreign body was pres- 
ent, 1 advised an operation, but the par- 
ents being unwilling to have it done 
it was deferred until the 6th of October 
when the symptoms of asphyxia be- 
came so alarming that death seemed 
inevitable. I then request|d my^friend 
Dr. E. Young, to perform tracheotomy. 
The incision was made just below the 
isthmus of the thyroid gland. Three 
rings of 'the trachea being divided, a 
violent paroxysm of coughing ensued, 
but no foreign body was expelled. Ow- 
ing to hemorrhage from the wound, all 
efforts at removing the body was stopped, 
and a tracheotomy tube inserted. Im- 
mediately the respiration became quiet 
and easy, and the little fellow com- 
menced playing about^the house as if 
nothing was the matter, presenting quite 
a contrast to his previous condition. 
This satisfied us that the foreign body 
was above the opening in the trachea, 
probably in the larynx. 

In ten days the tube was removed, 
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and an effort made at removing the 
seed. The coughing was most violent, 
but nothing was accomplished. We 
then closed the wound with n soft towel, 
but found that no air would pass 
through the larynx. A feather was then 
passed into the wound up into the lar- 
ynx, when a very faint croupy cough re- 
sulted. Owing to hemorrhage around 
the wound the tube had to be replaced. 
In three days it was again removed 
when immediately a violent cough ex- 
pelled the seed through the wound, 

After which, closing the wound with 
a towel, a little air would pass through 
the larynx, but not enough to sustain 
life. The tube was replaced, lor two 
days, when upon removal it was found 
that respiration could be performed by 
the natural channel. The wound in the 
neck healed in a week perfectly. 

This is an interesting case from two 
points: first, the position of the seed, 
and the means we employed for dis- 
lodging. Secondly, the time that elapsed 
from the operation to the final expul- 
sion of the seed. 



AMMONIA IN BRONCHIAL AND 
LUNG TROUBLES. 



Dr. A. H. Pat ton, thus writes to the 
Virginia Medical Monthly : 

Dear Doctor: — * * * The article 
in your January number, 1877, by Dr. 
Wharton {How to cure a Bad Cold) 9 al- 
though short, is valuable, as it teaches 20 
fact in regard to carbonate of ammonia 
in antagonizing hyperinosis that ought 
to be known and appreciated by all phy- 
sicians. 

I claim some originality in the use of 
ammonia and other alkalies in the 
treatment of pneumonia, acute bronchi- 
tis, and common catarrhal affections. 
I have been employing alkalies of nari- 



ous kinds in catarrhal affections since 
1846, and carbonate of ammonia as the 
leading remedial agent in pneumonia 
since 1862 — the use of the medicines in 
these cases being forced upon me by the 
exigencies of war. While the First Mis- 
sissippi Regiment was encamped on 
Brazos Island, in 1846, though the 
weather was hot enough, the men suffer- 
ed from " bad colds," and there being 
no medical stores in reach, I improvised 
a cough syrup that acted like a charm. 
New Orleans molasses and bicarbonate 
of soda apparently constituted a rather 
unscientific formula which gained me 
favorable notice at headquarters, and 
lead to my elevation from the position 
of a private to the charge^ of a hospital 
at Matamoras. Since then I have sel- 
dom failed to employ the alkaline treat- 
ment in the acute stage of colds. 

The ammonia treatment of pneumon- 
itis was forced upon me when I was 
Brigade Surgeon of Maxey's Brigade, 
while encamped at Port Hudson during 
the late war. Thirteen cases of pneu- 
monia were presented for treatment, 
and the only medicine at my command 
that was likely to prove beneficial, was 
carbonate of ammonia. I was astonish- 
ed to find that the improvement in all 
the cases was very marked and decided 
from large doses of the ammonia — from 
five to ten grains every two hours, in a 
quarter of a glass of water. In 1870 I 
published an article in the* American 
Journal of Medical Sciences ; on Carbo- 
nate of Ammonia in Pneumonitis, in 
which I advocated its use in the doses 
mentioned from the first day of treat- 
ment until the cure was complete. I 
supposed this to have been the introduc- 
tion of a plan of treatment that has 
since become very general and highly 
successful. 
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Of course I am well aware that the 
ammonia has long been used in the ad- 
vanced stages of the disease, mainly for 
its supposed stimulant power. Dr. 
Flint advocated its use to prevent em- 
bolism, but I was the first to advise it in 
the earfy stages as a means of overcom- • 
ing the controlling element of danger in 
the disease — hyperinosis. I regret that 
there are still large numbers of physi- 
cians who fail to properly esteem the 
extraordinary powers of this medicine 
in pneumonia. With the exception of 
blisters, which I employ in the first 
stage, I use little else in that formidable 
disease but carbonate of ammonia. 
Opiates and quinine are sometimes in- 
dicated and given ; but calomel, tartar 
emetic, squills, or any other depressing 
medicine, are never given in any case of 
pneumonia that comes under my care. 
Truly yours, 

A. Patton, M. D. 
VincenneS) Ind. 



CASES BEARING ON SOME 
DOUBTFUL POINTS IN THE HIS- 
TORY OF SYPHILIS. 



By Db OSGOOD MASON, M. D„ New Yowl 

The Record of October 21st ult, un- 
der the head of "Progress of Medical 
Science," gives the result of certain ob- 
servations by M. Diday concerning the 
syphilitic infection of the mother through 
the foetus. 

It is well known that amongst special- 
ists and teachers in this branch of 
medical science the possibility of such 
infection has, to say the least, been 
looked upon with doubt and disfavor. 
M. Diday's investigations in this direc- 
tion, however, have led him to the 
conclusion that "the child begotten by a 
syphilitic father, without actual lesions, 



may infect the mother at any period of 

its intra-uterine life," either as ovule, 

embryo, or foetus. At the time the 

item above referred to came to my 

notice, I had under observation the 

following case : 

Mrs. A., aet. thirty years, and three 

years married, was at the time of her 
marriage an unusually strong, robust, 
and healthy looking woman. Soon after 
marriage she became pregnant, and 
miscarried at four and a half months, 
with a foetus at about three months 9 
development, on which occasion I first 
attended her. After some months she 
again became pregnant, and was deliv- 
ered at term. I did not see her during 
this pregnancy nor at the confinement. 
I know, however, that she had a most 
miserable recovery, which was impeded 
by most distressing and obstinate mam- 
mary abscesses, and followed by general 
ill-health. I was called to see the child 
when it was six months old ; it was then 
moribund, and died the following morn- 
ing of exhaustion, partly from diarrhoea, 
but especially from a number of large 
blebs or superficial abscesses situated 
mostly about the head, and containing 

an abundance of thin, sanious pus. 
I saw no more of the family for several 

months, until in September last I was 
called to attend Mrs. A. for dysentery 
% already of a week's duration. It yielded 
somewhat to rest and opium treatment ; 
it would not, however, remain under 
control, but gradually changed its char- 
acter to a thin, dark diarrhoeal discharge, 
always worse at night, which continued, 
notwithstanding my best endeavors, for 
full five weeks, during which time I also 
ascertained that she was two months or 
more pregnant. 

JiX this time (Odtober 17th) Mr. A., 
the husband, was taken ill with symptoms 
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of meningitis. He had a pulse of 64, 
partial paralysis of the right side, and 
stupor, from which he was aroused with 
considerable difficulty, when he would 
just recognize those about him, answer 
some simple question, and immediately 
fall off again to sleep. 

Mr. A. had been my patient ior many 
years, and his previous history has a 
peculiar bearing upon his own case as 
well as that of his wife. Twelve years 
ago he contracted syphilis, was thor- 
oughly treated and apparently cured. 
Two years later the disease again 
made its appearance in the form of 
nocturnal headaches and gummy tu- 
mors about the elbows. He was 
then treated with large doses of iodide 
of potash, and made a prompt recovery, 
though treatmeut was continued for 
some months. 

He was at that time a married man, 
and was the father of healthy children. 
After recovery from this attack, his wife 
again became pregnant, and was deliv- 
ered of a healthy child, which is still 
alive and apparently free from syphilitic 
taint. 

Soon after this the wife died of tuber- 
cular disease, and a second marriage 
was contracted, the results of which 
have already been given. They sum up 
as follows : 

1st. A miscarriage, attended with 
symptoms of a suspicious character. 

2d. A syphilitic child, followed by 
unusually severe and obstinate mamary 
abscesses and failing health. 

2d. A pregnancy which in the second 
month is accompanied by syphilitic 
symptoms on the part of the mother, at 
the same time that symptoms reappear 
in a dangerous form in the father. . 

The illness of Mr. A. at once cleared 



up the whole case, and the diarrhoea, 
which had resisted five weeks of thor- 
ough ordinary treatment, with the ad- 
vantage of rest and care, yielded in six 
days to two grains of blue mass, given 
four times a day, while going about and 

attending upon her husband. 

Mr. A. also rapidly recovered under 

the use of large doses of iodide of pot- 
ash and mercunal inunctions; By large 
doses of pot. iod. is meant a drachm 
every four hours, or, perhaps still better, 
half that quantity every tw6 hours, until 
decided iodism, as indicated by the 
breath, is produced, and the same re- 
peated at proper intervals afterwards. 

I am also kindly permitted by my 
friend Dr. Loomis, of this city, to refer 
to the following case, which came under 
his observation, and which, if possible, 
is still more definite and cogent in its 
bearing. 

Eighteen years ago a young man, 
then recently treated by the Doctor for 
syphilis, both primary and secondary, 
came again for advice concerning mar- 
riage, and was advised to delayi Soon 
after, however, he took counsel of his 
inclinations and married a young and 
perfectly healthy wife. In the course 
of the next five years two healthy chil- 
dren were born, both of whom are still 
alive and apparently free from any syph* 
ilitic taint. The next pregnancy termi- 
nated in a miscarriage, with a syphilitic 
foetus. At this time the husband had a 
return of secondary symptoms, and 
soon after the wife was attacked with 
syphilitic rheumatism and sore throat. 
These yielded to appropriate treatment 
and pregnancy again occurred, but 
terminated also in a miscarriage, and 
was soon after followed by periostitis 

and suppurative' nodes. Treatment 
again caused a disappearance of the 
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symptoms and return to health, and for 
several years no returning symptoms 
manifested themselves. Two years ago, 
however, she was again attacked, this 
time the disease assuming the form of 
pachymeningitis, with most alarming 
symptoms, — paralysis, stupor, and even 
decided coma, continuing several days, 
and followed by delirium and dementia. 
This case also yielded to the large doses 
of iodide of potash, and resulted in a 
slow and only fair recovery. 

An important, and, in fact, the main 
question in both these cases is, how did 
the mothers contract syphilis — by pri- 
mary infection, or through pregnancy ? 
And in answer I would submit the fol- 
lowing considerations : 

1st. Both the fathers were treated by 
the physicians respectively reporting 
the cases, and were known to hstve had 
syphilis in both its primary and second- 
ary forms, thus rendering a second pri- 
mary infection, to say the least, very 
improbable, if not impossible. Besides, 
each father was under the care of these 
physici&ns from the time of the first 
infection until the the time when syph- 
ilis was developed in the mother, and 
no second infection occurred. 

2d. The character and social position 
of both mothers, well known to their 
respective physicians, are sufficient guar- 
antee that infection did not take place 
from persons other than their own hus- 
bands; and, besides, no such primary 
esion is known or suspected by their 
medical attendants to have existed. 

3d. Syphilitic symptoms did not oc- 
cur until after pregnancy, but were 
developed during pregnancy or very 
soon after ; leaving, as it seems to me, 
no fair conclusion but that the infection 
was a direct result of pregnancy. 



It is worthy of remark in both these 
cases, that decided syphilitic symptoms 
first showed themselves in the mother 
at or about the same time that symp- 
toms of returning disease manifested 
themselves in the father. 

As a last important and curious con- 
sideration, I would call attention to the 
fact that healthy children, still living 
under observation, and still free from 
any manifestation of syphilitic disease, 
were begotten by both these fathers 
after they had developed and been 
treated for secondary syphilis ; and then, 
subsequently, without any new infection, 
they have begotten children through 
whom, and during whose intra-uterine 
life syphilis was communicated to the 
mothers. — Medical Record. 



GELSEMINUM SEMPERVIRENS. 

The depressing influence of the gelse- 
mtnum semperuirens upon the circulation 
has been known for many years, and 
Southern practitioners have employed 
it in the treatment of fever for over a 
quarter of a century. The joint exper- 
imental observations of Ringer and 
Murrell {Lancet, 1876,) recently made, 
whilst confirmatory of those made by 
Bartholow and Ott, have added further 
information concerning the effects of 
this valuable and interesting remedy. 
To test its action on man, it was given 
in doses to occasion its toxic effects. 
The tincture (one part of root to four 
of rectified spirits) was given in drachm 
doses, hourly for three hours without 
endangering the life of the subject. The 
symptoms 'generally occur in a certain 
order. The drug produces pain in the 
eyes and brow, followed by giddiness, 
(which, standing or walking, measurably 
increases) and soon after by dimness of 
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sight; diplopia, with contracted pupils; 
dropping of the eye-lids, with restricted 
movements of the eye-balls. The last 
complaint (beyond which the remedy 
was not pushed) is weakness of the legs. 

When fully under its influence, the 
patient is pale, with a sleepy look — 
heavy eyes and a disposition to yawn 
frequently. There is a sense of dryness 
of the mouth, though the tongue looks 
and feels to the finger moist. The 
experimental investigations of Ringer 
and Murrell, also those by Dr. J. Burden 
Sanderson (Lancet, April 1, 1876), 
clearly show that gelseminum exerts its 
remarkable control over the respiration 
by its direct influence upon the auto- 
matic respiratory center. 

The effects occasioned by the local 

application of gelseminum, and the 

internal administration, were, singular 

to say, of an opposite character. In 

doses sufficiently large to occasion its 

characteristic symptoms, contraction of 

the pupil ensued (Ringer and Murrell). 

The local use of the alkaloid dilates the 

pupil. 
The physiological antagonism between 

gelseminum and strychnia is clearly 
demonstrated by the experiments upon 
frogs by Ringer and Murrell. The 
strychnia convulsions were suppressed 
in from twenty-five minutes to an hour 
and a hall, by the use of the gelseminum ; 
whereas, without a resort to it the 
convulsions lasted two or three days. 
The experiments serve as sign-boards 
to the therapeutical usefulness to be 
anticipated from the employment of the 
remedy in all conditions indicative of an 
exaltation of the spinal functions. In- 
deed, several cases of tetanus have been 
recorded as fully relieved by this remedy. 
The writer has repeatedly verified in 
his experiences the published statements 



of Drs. Legg, Spencer Thompson, Saw- 
yer (Brit. Med. Jour, May, 1874,) as to 
the efficacy of gelseminum in facial 
neuralgia, especially in that phase of 
the affection involving the teeth and 
alveolar processes of the jaw. The 
writer, for some years past, has em- 
ployed this remedy in acute inflamma- 
tory disorders of the respiratory tract. 
And his clinical experience attests the 
therapeutical value of this remedy as a 
reliable and somewhat speedy repressive 
of the febrile commotion consequent 
upon the local disturbances. In the 
treatment of obstinate cases of intermit- 
tent fever, the writer is satisfied, from 
observation of the superior efficacy of 
a combination of quinine and gelsemi- 
num. 
During the last two years the writer 

has had frequent occasion to test the 
influence of this remedy in cases of 
rigid os uteri and sphincter perinei. The 
plan adopted was the administration of 
fifteen drops of the fluid extract of gel- 
seminum, at an interval of a quarter of 
an hour, until some decided results en- 
sued. It affords him pleasure to be able 
to affirm the potency of this agent in 
overcoming the sphincteric barriers to 
delivery, especially as we owe. the sug- 
gestion to a distinguished Honorary 
Fellow of this Society, Dr. R. S. Payne, 
of Lynchburg ( Virginia Med. Monthly, 
December, 1874). The following inter- 
esting and unique case is briefly sub- 
mitted in further illustration of the 
therapeutic uses of gelseminum. The 
writer was called in consultation by Dr. 
William H. Byerly, of Rockingham 
county. The following history was 
elicited : In the three previous confine- 
ments, from the irregular contractions— 

partially affecting the muscular fibres — 
without uniform hardening of the uter- 
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ine globe ; from the exhaustive continu- 
ance, for two or three days, of the 
inefficient contraction, marked by fre- 
quent pulse, coated tongue and mental 
wanderings, the Doctor had been forced 
to relieve his patient by a resort to 
instruments. When called upon, the 
labor had commenced ; the os uteri was 
partially dilated, and not at all rigid, but 
the contractions evidently involved dif- 
ferent planes of the uterine muscular 
tissue — first in one part, then in another. 
From his former experience, the Doctor 
anticipated trouble and delay. The 
writer suggested the use of gelseminum, 
believing that the irregular uterine con- 
tractions were due to a want of tone 
in the sympathetic nervous system. 
Whether true or not, the result seem- 
ingly sustained the theory. Eight drops 
of the fluid extract were administered at 
an interval of two hours. After the 
second dose the uterine contraction be- 
came more general, and improvement 
gradually followed until after the eighth 
dose, when the patient was delivered, 
by the unaided forces of nature, of a 
laige, healthy child. — Trans. Med. So- 
ciety of Virginia in Virginia Medical 
Monthly. 

DELAYED LABOR, AND DEATH 
OF PATIENT. 

In the Detroit Medical Review Dr. 
Stoddart reports a case of delayed labor. 
He was called in consultation to see 
Mrs. W. 

She had become pregnant about a 
year previously and had expected to be 
confined about twelve weeks previous 
to my call. At the expected time labor 
pains came on feebly. She sent for the 
family physician. He judged from the 
character of the pains that she would 



not yet be confined, so after waiting 
some little time he administered an 
opiate. This had the effect to soon 
quiet all pain. Her physician left her, 
giving orders that he was to be called if 
labor came on again. He did not hear 
anything more from his case for a long 
time, when he was again called. He 
found the pains even more inefficient 
than before. After waiting some time, 
and finding that the pains were again 
dying away, the medical attendant gave 
ergot in increasing doses. This had no 
effect whatever, except it might be to 
quiet all labor pains. Till now the mo- 
tion of the foetus was quite vigorous, 
but soon the motions became more and 
more feeble, till they were felt no more. 
About a week or ten days after the 
ergot was administered she was taken 
with a chill. This was probably caused 
by the death of the child, and the reflex 
influence of it upon her ; at least, from 
that time no more motion was felt. Noth- 
ing had heretofore been done, except 
the administration of the ergot, to in- 
duce labor. The physician believing, 
as was now doubtless the case, that the 
foetus was dead, thought labor would now 
surely come on, and waited patiently 
from day to day, and even from week 
to week, for its event. But it did not 
come on. Counsel was called in, but 
for some unknown reason no surgical 
interference was recommended to help 
the patient to cast off her now dead and 
decaying child. In some partial explan- 
ation of this failure to relieve her, it was 
said that the patient was excessively 
tender, and that even to make a digital 
examination gave her the most excruci- 
ating pain. At one time the physician 
introduced a little way into the uterus a 

flexible catheter, and succeeded in bring- 
ing away a small quantity of fluid. But 
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this was all that was done for her. No 
doubt this was a grave and fatal mistake. 
From day to day the waters dribbled 
away, then a sort of purulent and offens- 
ive discharge came on, and yet no help 
was offered the patient to enable her to 
cast off her burden. Days and weeks 
thus passed away, and counsel was again 
called from a distance ; but it was de- 
cided that the time for successful surgi- 
cal interference was past ; that adhesion 
had taken place between the walls of the 
abdomen and the uterus, and that sup- 
puration had already occurred, and that 
pus would soon find its way to the sur- 
face. A few days more proved the prog- 
nosis to be only too true, for two or 
three abscesses rapidly formed on the 
abdomen. These, when opened, dis- 
charged large quantities of pus, which 
was soon followed by a sanious and 
most disgusting fluid. This was kept 
up from week to week till her death. 
Other abscesses and fistulous openings 
made their appearance, and at die time 
I saw her there were six or seven of 
them. 
Of course I could advise nothing. I 

probed one or two of the older openings, 
and thought that I felt bone at the bot- 
tom of one. On the first day of July 
she died, a little over thirteen months 
from the time she became pregnant. I 
was called upon to aid in the post mortem 
examination. The attending physician 
maintained that it was a case of ex- 
tra-uterine pregnation. After cutting 
through the partially ulcerated walls of 
the abdomen, the uterus was found ad- 
herent on the whole of its anterior side 
to the abdominal parieties. The uterus 
was filled with the partially decayed re- 
mains of a full-grown foetus. The ova- 
ries and fallopian tubes were normal and 
undisturbed. The os uteri was slightly 



occluded by adhesive inflammation, and 
not dilated in the least. Very slight 
force of the finger broke up the adhe- 
sion of the os, so this could have been 
no bar to natural labor. The patient 
died solely from exhaustion and septic 
poisoning, derived from the decaying 
foetus. This was a case, probably, of 
paralysis of the muscular structure of 
the uterus, whether functional or other- 
wise could not be determined. The 
examination clearly taught that surgical 
measures should have been employed 
at least after the death of the child in 
utero. A life, and perhaps two, were 
sacrificed to the inertia of the physician. 
The os uteri ought to have been 
promptly dilated, and the foetus removed 
at all hazards; If it could have been 
done before the death of the child, per- 
haps it would have excited the func- 
tionally paralyzed uterus to labor, and 
thus both lives have been spared. — Can 
ada Lancet. 



CHRONIC DYSENTERY TOPI- 
CALLY TREATED. 



A Report of a Case read before the Du 
bois Co. Medical Society, Nov. 17th, 
1 876, by T. WERTZ, Jasper, Ind. 

I saw Mrs. R , for the first time, 

Feb. 28, 1876, and found her suffering 
with chronic dysentery of six months 
standing. She was at that time in a 
very critical condition, very frail, and re- 
duced in flesh to a mere skeleton. She 
had a great aversion for food, and usu- 
ally vomited whatever eaten, a short 
time after swallowing it. The pulse 
120 per minute, weak and very compres- 
sible ; the skin, shrunken, and bathed 
in a cold, clamy sweat. There were 
from fifteen to twenty actions from the 
bowels, in the twenty-four hours, con- 
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sisting of mucus, blood and pus. A tor- 
menting tenesmus, with scalding of the 
urine, made life a perpetual torment, 
and deprived the patient almost wholly 
of sleep. 

The patient had been treated by a 
number of physicians, and I was satis- 
fied all had been done by internal med- 
ication that offered any hop^ of a cure. 
I at once proposed the topical plan of 
treatment, and the patient being very 
tired and nervous refused to submit to 
it. She then had for awhile bismuth 
and morphine without any benefit. 
There being a desire for something sour, 
Hope's mixture was ordered, which 
seemed to benefit her for a time, but 
she soon relapsed to her old condition 
and as a last resort, consented with 
much fear and trepidation to submit to 
local treatment. 

March the 21st — assisted by Dr. 
Crook the patient was put under the in- 
fluence of chloroform, placed in the left 
lateral position, and the sphincter ani 
was fully dilated by stretching. The 
rectum was then thoroughly cleansed 
by means of a cotton swab and water. 
(Dr. Themin, of New York, uses a glass 
tube bent upon itself, and attached to 
a Davidson's Syringe for the purpose). 
A duck-bill speculum, previously well 
oiled, was slipped into the rectum and 
held by an assistant in the position usual 
for vaginal inspection, and with a de- 
pressor on the anterior wall of the rec- 
tum, a good view was obtained for some 
distance up, a further view being ob- 
structed by the pressure of the gravid 
uterus, the patient being advanced to 
the fifth month of pregnancy. The mu- 
cous membrane of the lower bowel was 
inflamed, much thickened, and studded 
with numerous ulcers, of various sizes, 
and bleeding when touched. The 



rectum being well cleaned out, a solu- 
tion of nitrate of silver, two drachms to 
the ounce of water, was thorougly ap- 
plied to the parts. She soon rallied from 
the effects of the chloroform, and com- 
plained of pain in the part cauterized, 
which was readily relieved by an opiate, 
after which the patient had a sound 
sleep for ten consecutive hours. This 
was the first good sound sleep the pa- 
tient had had for several months. 

Sleeplessness, I believe, is always a 
prominent symptom in chronic dysen- 
tery. The frequent evacuations, and 
spasms of the sphincter muscles and 
lower bowel, produce a reflex excitabil- 
ity of the nervous system incompatible 
with repese. 

It required about four days for the 
paralyzed sphincter to regain sufficient 
tonicity to retain the liquid contents of 
the bowel. After this the evacuations 
were reduced in frequency and contain* 
ed less blood. 

Six days from the time of the first ap- 
plication, assisted by Dr. Crooke, the 
patient was carried to the operation 
table, placed under the influence of 
chloroform, and the nitrate of silver ap- 
plied as before, except, that it was car- 
ried higher up the bowel into the sig- 
moid flexure. This portion of the bowel 
is usually the seat of numerous ulcers, 
and care should be taken to carry the 
caustic well up into the sigmoid flexure 
of the colon. After the second appli- 
cation the improvement in the patient's 
condition was rapid and steady. The 
actions from the bowels were reduced to 
four or five per day, and assumed more 
the characteristics of healthy discharges. 
A milk diet was ordered from the 
first, but from the long use of a slop 
diet, the patient had become disgusted 
with it, and on her own responsibility, 
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took a full range of a solid dietary, such 
as fish, ham, fresh beef, etc., all of which 
she now began to relish. As the 
stomach retained and digested the 
above mentioned food, no restrictions 
were laid on her choice of it. She rap- 
idly gained in flesh and strength, and in 
a few weeks was able to leave her bed 
and walk about the house, a privilege 
) she had not been able to enjoy for a 
long time, The only additional treat- 
ment the patient received during this 
time, was an opiate and bismuth powder 
for the first three days, which was dis 
continued at her request. 

July 27, Mrs. R , was delivered 

after a short labor. The child though 
tolerably well developed, showed many 
evidences of the feeble nourishment it 
had sustained during the greater portion 
of intra-uterine gestation. For two 

months previous to delivery Mrs. R 

had fully regained her health and passed 
through her confinement very rapidly. 

This case testifies very strongly in 
favor of the topical method in treating 
those cases. In view of the extreme 
emaciation and pregnant condition of 
this patient, it affords very gratifying 
evidence of the power of therapeutical 
agents in aiding the system in casting 
off disease. — Cin. Lancet & Observer. 



A CASE OF DIABETES MELLITUS 
TREATED WITH CHLORAL 
HYDRATE: RELIEVED. 



BT E. GROSS, M. D. 



Last fall, Mr. N., a Hebrew merchant 
of this place, aged thirty-two, called on 
me stating that for the past twelve 
months he had been suffering from what 
his physician called diabetes, and that 
it had been pronounced incurable. The 
patient stated that he was drinking 



from six to ten pints of water every day 
and perhaps twice as much at night, 
and that he was forced to arise so often 
at night to void his urine and procure 
drink as to deprive himself and room- 
mate of necessary sleep. 

The patient was of constipated habit, 
with a worn and anxious expression, mu- 
cous membrane of mouth dry, tongue 
red. A specimen of the urine was ob- 
tained and submitted to my partner, 
Dr. E. T. Easley, for analysis, who 
found its specific gravity to be as high 
as 1050, and yielding ten per cent, 
sugar. Upon enquiry I ascertained that 
his treatment had been such as is usu- 
ally prescribed, diet, flannel, phosphoric 
acid, opium, etc., all of which had failed 
to give relief. At this time his emacia- 
tion was so rapid, and his thirst and 
nervousness from want of sleep so great 
that he was almost forced to give up 
business. 

Proposing to begin treatment by ob- 
taining a good night's rest for my pa- 
tient, I directed twenty grains chloral 
every half hour until sleep could be in- 
duced. The first night he took four 
doses, and reported rest and more sleep 
than he had had for six months, adding 
that he had only passed water every 
hour instead of every half hour as he 
had previously done. I ordered the 
treatment continued through the day, 
the same dose every three hours, and at 
night as before. In a tew days marked 
improvement was evident. The chloral 
was continued for four weeks, with the 
addition of 25 drops muriated tincture of 
iron three times daily, when he report- 
ed himself as cured ; said he slept well, 
that he did not get up oftener than 
twice at night, no thirst, urine nearly 
normal and he was gaining in flesh. 
About this time he called at my office 
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to inqure about taking a trip across the 
plains, and was advised to go. He re- 
turned after four months a well man, 
and to-day, twelve months from the 
time treatment began, is in as perfect 
health as ever. 

I wish to call the attention of the pro- 
fession to this case and ask them, at 
least, to give the remedy a trial. It can 
do no harm, and may do good, at any 
rate, I should like others to make fur- 
ther experiments with it. If the trouble 
be dependent upon nervous disturbance, 
without organic lesion, why may not 
this agent be useful ? I would be pleas- 
ed if the profession should give chloral 
a trial, for unquestionably its action was 
highly satisfactory in the only case in 
which I have used it. — Clin. Record. 

BRONCHITIS. 

Dr. Russ, in the Lancet & Observer 
says : The medicinal treatment if acute 
bronchial inflammation should be com- 
menced with wine of ipecacuanha, given 
with the view to unload the bronchi of 
the excessive secretion and to allay the 
irritability of the vagus nerve — but 
should only be given in the first stage. 
After the subsidence of the acute stage 
I have witnessed the best results from 
the following : 

R.— Quinia sulphas, dr. iiij. 

Acid phos. dil., oz. ss. 

Syn Tolu, oz. ss. 

M. Aquae distil., oz. iiij. 

Sig. — A dessert spoontul every four 
hours. 

The dose should be increased or di- 
minished according to age of the patient 
For the very object which is to be ob- 
tained is to produce sedation over the 
turgid and relaxed capillaries of the mu- 
cous tissue of the bronchi ; at the same 
time increasing the tonicity of the part. 



When this disease assumes a still 
more grave form with its sequelae, solid- 
ification, and ultimately softening of the 
lobules of the lung tissue with great en- 
nervation of the system. The following 
should be given : 

R. — Spts. vini gallici, oz. vj. 

Glycerin, oz. ij. 

M. Tinct. Hyoscyami, dr. iiij. 

Sig. — Teaipoonful every four or five 
hours. 

The dose to be regulated according 
to age of the patient. 

These medicinal agents soothe the 
harrassing cough, aids digestion, assists 
assimilation, and prevents undue tissue 
change. 

There is perhaps no other disease in 

which counter-irritation has a better 
effect than that of bronchial inflammation 
when applied so as to produce a contin- 
uous fullness of the cutaneous capilaries 
of the chest. 

Baths or sponging with chloride of 
soda, with friction to the whole cutane- 
ous surface judiciously regulated so as 
to keep up healthy action in the emunc- 
tories, and cause thereby elimination of 
the morbid products of the System, is 
highly indicated. 

When the cough becomes so harrass- 
ing as to deprive the patient of rest — 
for it should be remembered that sleep 
has a great tendency to recuperate the 
enervated system ; a hypodermic injec- 
tion of sulph. morphia and sulph. atropia 
should be given at bed time. Laxa- 
tives only should be given to overcome 
constipation, and then the Put. Glycyr- 
rhiza Cotnp. of the Prussian Pharmaco- 
poeia ; be given in doses of a teaspoon- 
ful in a wine glassful of cold water un- 
til an alvine discharge is procured. If 
diarrhoea exists tannate of bismuth is 
indicated. These measures with the in- 
dications, timely met, and the hygienic 
laws strictly observed and enforced 
throughout the whole progress of the 
disease, will generally be sufficient for 
the management of bronchial inflamma- 
tion and its concomitant sequelae. 
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Abstracts and Gleanings. 

Stimulants in Typhoid Fever. — There 
are a few simple rules which may guide 
you in the administration of stimulants 
in this fever : 

First. — They should never be admin- 
istered indiscriminately — that is, never 
give a patient stimulants simply be- 
cause he has typhoid fever. 

Second. — When there is reasonable 
doubt as to the propriety of giving or 
withholding stimulants, it is safer to 
withhold them, at least until the signs 
which indicate their use become more 
marked. 

Third. — In every case, but especially 
when stimulants are not clearly indicated, 
watch carefully the effect of the first 
few doses. There are few whose ex- 
perience in the treatment of typhoid 
fever is such as to enable them to posi- 
tively determine, from the appearance 
of the patient, when the administration 
of stimulants should be commenced. 

Should you commence the adminis- 
tration of stimulants, it is necessary to 
see your patient every two hours, and 
note carefully the effect produced. If 
you find the tongue becoming dry, the 
patient more restless, the delirium more 
active, the temperature ranging higher, 
and the pulse more and more rapid, you 
may be certain that stimulants are con- 
traindicated. If, on the other hand, the 
pulse becomes fuller and more regular, 
if the first sound of the heart is more 
distinctly heard, or, if it has been ab- 
sent, it has returned, if the restlessness 
and delirium is less marked, the tongue 
more moist, and the patient more intel- 
ligent, you may be certain that the time 
for the administration of stimulants has 
arrived. When you have commenced 
their use, it is of the greatest importance 



that you administer them at stated in- 
tervals, especially during the night. 

In a severe case of typhoid fever, a 
free administration of stimulants, just at 
a critical period (which may not last 
more than twenty-four hours), will often 
be followed by a refreshing sleep, and 
your patient may rapidly pass from an 
apparently hopeless condition to one of 
convalescence. 

The third important thing to be ac- 
complished in the management of 
typhoid fever patients is the main- 
tenance of nutrition. You must bear in 
mind that the primary and principal 
effects of the typhoid poison are mani- 
fested in the changes which take place 
in the lymphatics of the gastro-intestinal 
tract. Experience has taught us that 
the enfeeblement of the digestive and 
assimilative powers, due to these gland- 
ular changes, which are manifest from 
the very commencement of the fever, 
renders the digestion of solid food im- 
possible, and for a long time it has been 
the- rule of the profession to allow 
typhoid fever patients only liquid food. 

There has been and still is great 
diversity of opinion in regard to the spe- 
cial articles of diet best suited to this 
class of patients. Most medical writers 
and practitioners claim that beef-tea is 
the proper diet for fever patients ; con- 
sequently it is the rule to pour into these 
enfeebled stomachs a decoction of beef 
in such quantities as a helthy stomach 
could hardly tolerate, and which in it- 
self has little or no nutritive element. 

There is no disease in which a waste 
of all the tissues of the body goes on so 
rapidly as in typhoid fever ; and milk is 
an article of diet which furnishes the 
elements of nutrition necessary to repair 
this rapid waste, and there are not the 
objections to its use which there are 
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against animal broths and gruels. 
Although there have been, and still are, 
in some quarters, strong objections 
against its use as an article of diet in 
fevers, recently it has been regarded 
with more favor, and those who have 
had most extended opportunities for 
testing its nutritive qualities have come 
to regard it as the only article of diet 
required by fever patients. In it we not 
only find all the elements required for 
repairing the rapidly wasting tissues, but 
they are in a condition to be most read- 
ily assimilated by the enfeebled digest- 
ive apparatus. 

In order to make the milk more digest- 
ible, it may be diluted with lime-water. 
The lime-water is an antiseptic, and 
allays irritability of the stomach and in- 
testines. The quantity of milk is not 
limited ; the patient may take all his 
stomach will digest — usually patients 
will take from four to six quarts in the 
twenty-four hours. 

After the patient has passed into the 
fourth week of the disease, you may find 
it necessary to administer cream and the 
yolk of eggs in connection with the milk. 
— Medical Record. 

Dilatation of the Uterus. — Dr. Atthill, 
before the British Medical Association, 
says; 

I have, therefore, in order to guard as 
far as possible against the serious results 
recorded by others as following attempts 
to dilate the uterus, laid down for my- 
self the following rules, which I can 
recommend with confidence to others : 

1. Never to dilate the cervix uteri for 

the cure of dysmenorrhea or sterility 
depending on a narrow cervical canal or 
conical cervix. 

2. Never to dilate in cases in which a 
large and dense intramural fibroid 
presses on and partially obliterates the 
cervical canal. 



3. Never to use metallic dilators of 
any kind, but to choose for the purpose 
either sponge or sea-tangle tents, which 
expand slowly and gradually. 

4. Never to continue the process of 
dilatation for more than forty-eight 
hours. I prefer, in the few cases I have 
met with in which, after the laspe of 
that time, the cervix was not sufficiently 
opened to suit the purpose I had in 
view, to postpone all operative inter- 
ference for some weeks rather than risk 
the result by prolonging the dilating 
process. 

With respect to the first of these 
rules, I look upon the treatment of 
what is termed "mechanical dysmenor- 
rhea" by dilatation as altogether a mis- 
take. I doubt if any permanent benefit 
has ever resulted from it ; while in sev- 
eral cases grave symptoms, and in one 
death, have, to my knowledge, followed 
the attempt. Equally, it is of impor- 
tance not to prolong the dilating pro- 
cess. My own experience in the treat- 
ment of uterine disease requiring dila- 
tation leads me to this conclusion, that 
unpleasant symptoms are likely to occur 
in a direct ratio to the length of time 
over which the process of dilatation ex- 
tends. Again, I have Known death to 
follow the attempt to dilate the uterus 
in a case where a large fibroid, of dense 
structure, giving rise to menorrhagia, 
and causing intense pain, was developed 
in the uterus, and encroached on the 
cervical canal. In such cases dilatation 
is doubly objectionable, because the 
process is useless as well as dangerous ; 
useless, because you will generally find 
that any attempt at operative inter, 
ference from the interior of the uterus 
will be impossible ; and dangerous, be- 
cause inflammation is liable to follow, 
and that, too, in patients in the worst 
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possible condition for resisting the 
attack. — Med. Reporter. 

Treatment of "Chronic Diarrhea" by 
Koumiss. — In some cases the opium 
preparations, in others the mineral 
acids and vegetable astringents, or 
aqua calcis, etc., were sufficient to 
cure an attack or even the disease 
itself; but in other cases I battled 
in vain, although I have employed 
nearly all the good weapons of the 
Pharmacopoeia ; but it struck me par- 
ticularly that these latter cases were 
especially those in which the appetite, 
digestion, and in some even the nutri- 
tion, were more or less impaired. In 
all of the cases I evidently lost ground 
with every return of the diarrhea. Being 
therefore compelled to look around for 
other preparations to combat these lat- 
ter complications, I am happy to say I 
found in the old koumiss — of either sort 
of lull, medium, and whey-koumiss, 
according to the plumpness of the in- 
dividual — the required remedy, which in 
a few weeks cured the chronic diarrhea, 
increasing at the same time the appetite 
and improving the nutrition. These 
latter properties of the koumiss are par- 
ticularly advantageous in all complica- 
tions with chest-diseases, in cases of ex- 
cessive expectoration, in heart and kid- 
ney-diseases, and wherever anaemia, 
general weakness, and impaired digest- 
ion and nutrition prevail. Children 
with lymphatic constitutions, swollen 
abdominal glands, and relaxed mucous 
membranes, with scrofula and a general 
bad health, benefit very greatly by a 
koumiss treatment in a few weeks. In 
stout people I usually curtail the diet to 
very small but frequent meals of fish, 
eggs, meat in any form of cooking, and 
I allow them to drink as much old whey- 
koumiss as they may like ; but the arti- 



cles generally to be avoided during the 
treatment of chronic diarrhea, especially 
at the beginning, are milk, beer, sugar, 
vegetables and fruits ; most of the con- 
diments, as onions, garlic, mustard, pep- 
per, vinegar ; certain fats and oils, par- 
ticularly oily fishes and birds. These 
restrictions are absolutely necessary, and 
are to be relaxed only when the digest- 
ion improves and the normal tone of the 
bowels returns, which shows itself in a 
normal frequency of the stools, and the 
normal shape, color, etc., of the faeces. 
In two or three months, and sometimes 
sooner, I find patients have nearly 
entirely been freed of these restrictions 
without fear of a recurrence of their 
chronic complaints. — Jagielski in the 
British Medical Journal. 

T/ie Iodides in Lead-Poisoning. — At 
a meeting of the Academy of 
Medicine of Paris, Dr. Faure com- 
municated a note on the efficaci- 
ousness of the iodides in lead-poisoning. 
These observations had been made by 
the writer in a white-lead factory, his 
own property. He made the experi- 
ment on himself after a very prolonged 
period of poisoning, and a partial cure by 
the usual remedies ; he obtained excel- 
lent results by a treatment of iodide of 
potassium, administered in doses of two 
centigrammes. After that time, and 
notwithstanding an excessive sensitive- 
ness to saturnine emanations, he had 
always successfully overcome frequently 
repeated poisoning. M. Faure was ot 
opinion that a workman sufficiently in- 
telligent to determine the quantities he 
ought to take, would always obtain the 
most satisfactory results by a treatmen 
consisting of doses from five to ten centi 
grammes of iodide of iron or potassium, 
without being obliged to interrupt his 
work. — New Remedies. 
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Impotence. — Dr. A. J. Jessup, New 
York, replies to Hallerus, to employ 
general hygienic treatment. Five-grain 
doses of bromide of iron formed into a 
pill with extract of gentian, four times 
a day. Then, should there be consider- 
able irritability, give twenty grains of 
bromide of potassium, in solution, at 
bedtime, each night. Enjoin abstinence 
from conjugal contact for a number of 
weeks. 

Another. — Dr. C. B., of Miss., re- 
plies: I would suggest the following 
treatment : I will preface it by saying 
that I have found the phosphide of 
zinc the most suitable and reliable form 
of administering that important element, 
phosphorus. I have recently (and suc- 
cessfully) used, in two such cases as 
described by your enquirer, the follow- 
ing:— 

R. Zinci phosphidi, gr. ix 

Extracti nucis vomicae, gr. xxss. 

Extracti conii, drachm iss 

Ferri redacti, drachm iij 

VeL ferri phosphatis, ...drachm yj.M. 

Ft. pill No. 90. 

Sig. — Take one pill three times a day. 

At the same time, as adjuvants to 
this medication, apply galvanism to the 
lumbar region, and electricity to the 
prostatic portion of the urethra, by 
means of a urethral electrode, the neg- 
ative pole being over the sacral plexus ; 
also cold baths to the spine twice a day, 
and monobromide of camphor at night, 
in sufficient doses to control sexual 
excitement, taken half an hour before 
retiring. — Medical and Surgical Reporter. 

Chronic Eczetna. — J. S., aged 42, a 
baker and confectioner, very temperate 
man, always had good health, with the 
exception of an occasional attack 
of cracked fingers. He now suf- 
fered from severe eczema of all 



the phalanges of the left hand, which 
had been on him for several months. 
He was ordered to take three minims of 
liquor arsenicalis in half a wineglassful of 
water after each meal, to bathe the 
hands frequently in bran-water, and rub 
the fingers well with carbolized oil night 
and morning. He was completely 
cured in three weeks. 

Mrs. W., aged 36, at present under 
treatment, is the mother of several 
children, of temperate habits, rather 
inclined to corpulency, but otherwise 
enjoys good health. She has had 
eczema of all the phalanges of both 
hands for more than two months. The 
fingers are very red and swollen, with 
numerous fissures, which are extremely 
painful, and discharge watery fluid. She 
was ordered to bathe the hands fre- 
quently with bran-water, and then cover 
them with lint constantly moistened 
with lotio plumbi. The inflammation 
quickly subsided, and the usual carbol- 
ized oil was substituted for a lotion. 
She is taking internally a saline aperient 
mixture, and is rapidly getting well. — 
British Medical Journal, Sept. 2, 1876. 

Hot Water in Croup. — Dr. Dawasky. 
sanitary commissioner in Celle, refers to 
a remedy which has long proved effica- 
cious in croup, but which seems of late 
to have fallen into unmerited oblivion. 
He has used the remedy since 1835, with 
the best results. The procedure seems 
to consist in allowing the hands and 
arms of the child to hang as deep as 
possible in a vessel of water. Hot wa- 
ter should be added frequently, and the 
application continued till the skin is 
swollen and reddened. After uncover- 
ing the arms and neck of the child as 
far as the breast, it is to be placed in 
the nurse's lap, in such a way that the 
arms hang deep into the hot water. A 
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cloth is then placed over the child's 
head and the hot- water vessel, so that 
it can inspire the warm vapor. When 
the arms have become intensely red- 
dened and swollen the child breathes 
more freely and becomes sleepy. It is 
then dried carefully and put to bed. Pro- 
fuse perspiration and disappearance of 
the unpleasant symptoms promptly fol- 
low if the remedy has been applied at 
an early stage of the disease. It is no 
longer of use when the membranous 
formations have occurred. — Memota- 
biUen. — N. Y. Med. Jour. 

On the Treatment of Ranula. — The 
Paris correspondent of the Brit. Med. 
Jour., in his last letter, draws attention 
to the treatment of ranula, and alludes 
to the success attending injection of 
chloride of zinc, as practiced by M. 
Panas. I might observe, without enter- 
ing into the morbid conditions leading 
to obstruction of a sub-lingual gland or 
duct, that, practically, the surgeon's in- 
tention is to make a permanent opening 
in the sac, one which will allow the 
saliva continuous and natural exit into 
the mouth. It occurred to me, some 
years ago, that the use of a metalic 
seton, acting, to some extent, as a drain- 
age-tube, would attain this object ; and 
as two cases (both children) came under 
my notice, I tried the following opera- 
tion. An ordinary suture-needle, carry- 
ing medium sized silver wire, having 
been passed directly through the sac- 
like tumor from one side to the other, 
the ends of the wire were brought for- 
ward, twisted together, and cut off, 
leaving a small ring of metal half within 
and half externally. The wire was 
allowed to remain three weeks, then cut 
and withdrawn. It caused no irritation 
or impediment, and a patent orifice 



remained after removal. Both cases 
were permanently cured. 

Protagon. — Dr. Polk, in an article on 
this new agent {New Remedies), says : 
"Miss A. M. P., of Delaware, has been 
a patient of mine for four years. This 
lady, forty-three years of age, had been 
in ill-health nearly twelve years; has 
had cough, diarrhoea, night-sweats, and 
four months ago was emaciated to a 
mere skeleton. Heretofore she refused 
to take the hypophosphite of oleine, on 
the plea that it sickened her stomach 
and increased the diarrhoea ; but finding 
herself nearly approaching the grave, 
she agreed to try it once more. I pre- 
scribed the following : 

Protagon (from the brain of 

the cow) dr.vj. 

Alcohol oz.j. 

Oil of Eucalyptus oz.ij. 

Cod-liver oil (Norwegian) oz.iij. 

M. Take a desertspoonful twice daily. 

The purpose of the oil of eucalyptus 
was to cover the taste of the cod-liver 
oil, which it does effectually, but the 
cost is a barrier to its general employ- 
ment; otherwise cod-liver oil could b e 
rendered a very agreeable medicine. 
Under the above treatment the diarrhoea 
and night-sweats disappered, her appe- 
tite returned, digestion became excel- 
lent, and to-day she is visiting my house, 
declaring herself entirely well. She is 
fleshy and the very picture of health, 

Tic Doloreux of the Face Cured by Bro- 
mide of Potassium. — Dr. Petes narrates 
a typical case of this formidable malady 
cured by the bromide of potassium. 
The pain occupied the supra-orbital 
branch, the superior and inferior maxil- 
lary divisions of the fifth nerve, and had 
the characteristic severity of that form of 
tic entitled by Trosseau epileptiform neu- 
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ralgia. Entertaining the view that 
these cases are really a mode of expres- 
sion of the status epilepticus, Dr. Peter 
came to the conclusion to administer 
bromide of potassium in large doses — 6 
grammes, about 96 grains a day — for 
several weeks. This treatment was 
crowned with success. She slept well 
the first night, and three or four days 
after the use of the bromide had begun, 
the pains had completely disappeared. 
The remedy was continued for three 
months, as follows : 

1st month 6 grammes, about 95 gr. 

2d " 4 " " 64 " 

3d " 2 " " 32 " 

— Bull. Gen. de Therap. 30th October, 
1867.— Clime. 

[We have found the bromide, com- 
bined with tincture gelseminum, to be a 
good remedy in these cases. Ed. Rec] 

To Check Colliquative Sweating. — The 
exhaustive sweats in surgical diseases 
and phthisis are entirely controlled, 
according to Dr. Thomas J. Dunott, of 
Harrisburg, Penn., by small hypodermic 
injections of atropia, and sponging with 
hot vinegar. In a case in point, given 
in the Virginia Medical Monthly, he 
writes of a case of osseous injury : li He 
sweats profusely and constantly ; to have 
ice pills and hypodermic injections of 
one-hundredth of a grain of atropiae 
Sulph*; also to be sponged with hot vin- 
egar. This controlled the sweating, 
which was so profuse as to keep the 
bed-clothing saturated whenever the 
atropia and sponging were omitted. It 
is my belief that a very small dose of 
atropia, when combined with the hot 
vinegar application, will be most effect- 
ive in controlling this exhausting dis- 
charge from the skin. Neither used 
alone would be successful ; but my ex- 



perience with atropia is limited to doses 
no larger than the one mentioned— -one- 
hundredth of a grain," — Med. and Surg. 
Rep. 

Raw Onion as a Diuretic. — Dr. G. W. 
Balfour, in the Edinburgh Med. /out., 
records three cases in which much ben- 
efit was afforded patients by the eating 
of raw onions in large quantities. They 
acted as a diuretic in each instance. 
Case first was a woman who had suf- 
fered from a large white kidney and con- 
striction of the mitral valve. Her abdo- 
men and legs had been tapped several 
times, but after using onions as above 
she had been free from dropsy for two 
years, although still suffeirng from 
albuminaria. Case second suffered from 
cardiac disease, cirrhotic liver, and acites. 
Case third had ascites depending on 
tumor of the liver. In both of them 
the remedy had been used with good 
results. Both had been previously 
tapped, purgatives and diuretics alike 
having failed to give relief. All other 
treatment having failed to give aelief, 
recourse was had to the onions. Under 
their use the amount passed steadily 
rose from ten to fifteen ounces to 
seventy-eight or a hundred. 

The Relief of Prickly Heat. — Persons 
subject to this annoying affection will be 
glad to learn that Surgeon Major Dr. J. 
G. French, of the Indian medical ser- 
vice, in a contribution to the Indian, 
Medieal Gazette, says that we can cure 
prickly heat in three or four days by 
the application of a solution of sulphate 
of copper* This should be of the 
strength of about ten grains to the ounce 
of water, and the solution should be 
applied daily, or oftener, by means of a 
camel-hair brush or bit of sponge tied 
on the end of a stick It is best applied 
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after the morning bath, when the skin 
has been well rubbed with the towel, 
and it must be allowed to dry on the 
skin before dressing. Dr. French states 
that he has used this application for 
over thirteen years, and when regularly 
and properly applied, he has never 
known it to fail. 

New Anaesthetic Agent. — Rabuteau, in 
a memoir read before the Acadcntie de% 
Sciences f states that he has investigated 
the physiological properties and mode 
of elimination of hydrobromic ether. 
He has satisfied himself that this anaes- 
thetic agent, which possesses properties 
intermediate to those of chloroform, 
bromoform, and ether, might be advan- 
tageously employed to produce surgical 
anaesthesia. The hydrybromic ether is 
neither a* caustic nor an irritant. It can 
be ingested without difficulty ; and ap- 
plied without danger, not only to the 
skin, but to the external auditory meatus 
and to the mucous membrane. It is 
eliminated completely, or almost com- 
pletely, by the respiratory passages, in 
whatever way it may have been intro- 
duced into the system. — Med. and Surg. 
Rep. 

Antihydropin. — Dr. Bogamolow some 
time ago discovered in cockroaches 
(Blatta orient alts, Orthoptera) a 
crystalline substance, which he named 
antihydropin, from the favorable effects 
obtained by him with it in the treatment 
of dropsy. Roaches are highly esteem- 
ed as a popular diuretic by the common 
people in Russia ; this fact induced Dr. 
B. to employ them in various forms, 
such as decoction, tincture, and powder, 
and in the form of the supposed alka- 
loid. Under its use the amount of 
urine increases, albumen and casts 
di minish in quantity ; oedema of hands, 



feet, and face subsides, the weight of 
the body increases, and the pores of the 
skin begin to act more freely. The 
remedy is said not to interfere with 
digestion, nor to irritate the kidneys. — 
Peter sb. Med. Woch. in Ph. Z. f 9 Russl. 

A Combination of Tceniafages. — Take 
of pomegranite bark, oz.ss; pumpkin 
seeds, oz.i; ethereal oil of male fern, 
dr.i ; ergot (freshly bruised), dr.ss ; pow- 
dered gum acacia, dr.ij ; croton oil, mij. 
Upon the pomegranate, pumpkin seeds 
and ergot, pour eight ounces of water. 
Bring to the boil, stirring constantly 
whilst boiling for fifteen minutes ; add- 
ing water to keep up to eight ounces. 
Make a smooth emulsion with a small 
quantity of water, of the croton oil, oil 
of fern, and gum acacia. Strain the 
decoction through a coarse cloth, and 
express strongly, and mix with the 
emulsion. 

The patient should have a full dose of 
aperient (Rochelle salts, oz.i) on going 
to bed ; and the following morning the 
above dose about eight o'clock, before 
any food- — Bt it. Med. Jour. 

Hay Fever — Dr. Brinton in Philadel- 
phia Medical Society (Med. Rep.) says 
of hay fever, that " As it may come on 
at any time during the summer, the 
term hay fever is a misnomer ; in sus- 
ceptible individuals dust will cause the 
disorder at any season of the year. It 
is a neurosis connected with constitu- 
tional idiosyncrasy, dependent upon a 
cause whose effects are invariable and 
not susceptible of cure, the only means 
of relief being the removal of patients 
from the neighborhood of the irritant. 
He has never seen a case cured, and Dr. 
George N. Beard, the author of an ex- 
cellent monograph on this subject, has 
expressed the same opinion." 
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Ergot in Typhoid Fever. — Dr. Duboue, 
of Pau, France, has recently related his 
experience in the treatment of typhoid 
fever by ergot. What next will this 
universal specific be credited with cur- 
ing? He gave it to eight men and 
seven women. There were two deaths — 
the others recovered, though some were 
admitted into the hospital in the last 
stage of the affection. Now we should 
like to know if the ergot contributed 
any impulse towards a cure? If it did, 
then on what physiological principle? 
Typhoid fever is classed as a zymotic 
disease * the blood is contaminated with 
a special virus, and ulceration of the 
bowels is its constant and almost pathog- 
nomonic symptom. How would ergot „ 
meet such a case ? 

An Emmenagogue Pill, the formula for 
which is given in the Union Medicate, 
may be made as follows : 

R. Aloes gr.xv. 

Rue, 

Saffron, 

Savin aa gr.vijss. 

M. Divide into 10 pills, one of which 
is to be taken morning and evening, 
commencing two or three days before 
the supposed menstrual epoch. It is 
desirable to employ, in connection with 
the pills, warm hip-baths, dry cups to 
lumbar regions, leeches to the upper 
and inner portion of the thighs, and 
walking exercise ; also give in the men- 
strual intervals, iron and quinia. 

Jaborandi as a Galactagogue. — This 
new medicine has been proven to be a 
powerful sialagogue and diaphoretic, 
and now a writer in the British Medical 
Gazette announces that he has found it 
to possess great energy in promoting 
secretion from the mammary glands, 
a nd bringing on a copious supply of 



milk after other approved means have 
failed. The dose used was five grains 
of the powder three times a day, in- 
fused in warm water. The medicine is 
considered, even if it can do no good, 
to do no harm to either the infant or its 
mother. 

Subcutaneous Injeetions of Cold Water 
in Acute Rheumatism. — Dr. Dieulafoy 
has, for several years past, been in the 
habit in acute articular rheumatism, of 
injecting some ten drops of cold water 
around different parts of the affected 
joint as a means of relieving the pain. 
The results are most remarkable. The 
pains abate and the patient is enabled to 
move the joint, and in some cases the 
rheumatism is even cured by this simple 
means. The same means may be em- 
ployed also in muscular rheumatism, 
ischias, etc. — Med. Times and Gazeette, 
January 27, 1877. 

Carbolic Spray in Bronchial Catarrh. — 
Dr. Moritz communicated to the St. 
Petersburg Medical Society the results 
of his trials of carbolic acid spray in 
various forms of bronchial catarrh, re- 
lating several examples of its utility. 
Since he had much to do with this spray 
he found that bronchial catarrh, to which 
he was formerly much subject, either 
ceased to appear or was soon cut short. 
In as small a room as possible he causes 
half a pound of a 2 per cent, solution 
of the acid to be sprayed per diem, the 
night being the time especially to be 
preferred. — St. Petersburg JVoch., No- 
vember 11. 

functus Acutus in Ascites. — The list 
of diuretics employed in this com- 
plication is not small; but it would 
appear that a French surgeon, residing 
in Algeria, has been very successful with 
functus acutus L. About twenty stems 
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should be subjected to decoction, both 
the white and green parts being used. 
It may be mentioned that M. Cazin has 
found similar properties in an indigenous 
plant (the Butomus umbellatus L.). One 
ounce of the root is to be boiled in a 
quart of water. — New Remedies. 

Laxative AntibiUous Pills. — 

K. Extr. Colocynth Co grs.lxxvii. 

Scammony grs.xix. 

Extr. rhei grs.xr 

Saponis alb * grs.ivss. 

Essent. canell gtta.iv. 

M. — ft. mass and divid. in pilul, 

No. 24. 

Sig. — One or two pills to be taken 

morning and evening — to provoke bil- 
ious stools and augment the appetite — 
in gastric embarrassment. — Progr. Med. 

Potion against the symptom of oppres- 
sion in the nervous or inflammatory 
affections of the respiratory tract : 

R. Infusion of Polygala...oz.iii. 

Nitrate of potass, .dr.i.gr.xv. 

Syr. belladonna oz.i. 

Tinct. lobelia gtt.xxx. 

M. 

Sig. A tablespoonful every hour, 
and when the oppression ceases a table- 
spoon! ul every two hours. This potion 
may be employed in affections of the 
right side of the heart, for the purpose 
of lessening the oppression. — Progress 
Medicate. 

Fetid Feet. — M. Ortega advises to 
apply compresses soaked with a solution 
of chloral, which has the effect of de- 
stroying the smell and curing the ulcer- 
ations of the sole. 

Chromic Acid for Warts.— Three or 
four applications of this acid will cause 
the disappearance of warts, however 
hard, large or dense these may be. — 
L Union Medicate. 



Treatment of Acute Articular Rheumat- 
ism by Cyanide of Zinc. — This remedy, 
suggested some time since by Luten, of 
Rheims, has lately been employed with 
success by Deschamps, who recom- 
mends the following formula : 

R. Zinci Cyanidi gr. "h 

Pulv. acacias, 

Sacch. lactis aa q. s. 

M. Ft in pil. j. 

To be taken to the number of ten in 
twenty-four hours. — New Remedies. 

Formula for Diphtheria. — 

R. Sulphocarb. sodii dr. ij. 

Quiniae sulph dr.j. 

Acid sulph. aromat dr.j. 

Syr. au rantii cort . . .ad. oz. iv , 
M. 
A teaspoonful to be given every three 
hours. Child five years old. 

The throat to be showered, by means 
of a syringe, cnce an hour with a mix- 
ture of chlor. potass, mur. tinct. ferri 
and water. 

The Cold Douche in the Treatment of 
Buboes. — In a recent discussion in the 
Medical Society of Dresden, Dr. Kuntzel- 
mann stated that it was his custom to 
employ the cold douche early in the 
treatment of ordinary buboes, and he 
had in numerous instances succeeded 
in preventing suppuration.— Schmidts 
Iahrbucher, No. 10, 1866. 

Colored Spectacles — Dr. Magnus con- 
demns the use of blue glasses as a pro- 
tection for the eyes; and prefers the 
gray and smokey glasses used in Eng- 
land. He considers blue glasses specially 
irritating to the eye, and says that many 
birds, reptiles, and amphibians have 
yellow or reddish oil drops in the eye to 
neutralize this blue color and protect 
the eyes. 
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Antidotes of Arsenic.— {a.) Hydrated 
sesqus oxide of iron recently prepared 
(gelatinous and brown) is an antidote for 
arsenious acid, but not for the arsenate 
of potash, nor for the arsenate of soda. 
(6.) At a longer interval than an hour it 
is useless to attempt recovery from pois- 
oning by arsenic, (c.) For arsenite of 
potash, and arsenite of soda the author 
proposes perchloride of iron in conjunc- 
tion with magnesia, (d.) The mode of 
administration is the official solution of 
perchloride of iron, and a half an hour 
after magnesia in the proportion of 
a drachm to 2f ozs. of perchloride. 
(e.) This perchloride of iron and mag- 
nesia are also an antidote for arsenious 
acid. Therefore, it is preferable to em- 
ploy it always in cases of poisoning by 
arsenic or its compounds. (/.) An hour 
after the administration of an atidote, it 
will always be well to employ a purga- 
tive, in order to expel the ferrated arse- 
nite which is formed, and as this arse- 
nite is soluble in acids, to avoid acid 
drinks and lemonades. — Canadian Jour. f 
Sept '76. 

Salicylate of Soda in Rheumatism. — The 
formula used is as follows : 

R. Acid salicylic dr.iij. 

Sodae bicarbonate dr.ij. 

Glycerine, 

Aq aa oz.ij. 

M. Sig. Tablespoonful every two 
hours for the first day, and afterward 
the same dose six times a day. 

Nitric Acid for Hoarseness. — Dr. W. 
Handsell Griffiths says that a few drops 
of nitric acid in a glass of sweetened 
water, a couple of times daily, will be 
found an excellent remedy for the hoarse- 
ness of singers. One of the largest 
fees ever received by him — so he says — 
was for this prescription. 
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Hot Packing in Rheumatism. — We 
have recently tested the method of hot 
packing in a case of acute articular 
rheumatism, with very great relief to 
the patient's sufferings. Blankets rung 
out of hot water were applied to the 
affected parts, with bottles of hot water 
to keep them from cooling off, and thus 
avoid the too frequent removal of the 
cloths. This, with the following inter- 
nal remedy was mainly relied upon, the 
case recovering in about ten days : 

R. Muriate of ammonia oz.ss. 

Water oz.xii. 

Dose, one tablespoonful, alternating 
at four hours with salcin, grains x. 
Every other night a dose of com. liquor- 
ice powder was given as a purgative. 

W. 

Safrol. — Crystalling oil of sassafras 
was first examined by St. Evre in 1844, 
under the name of sassafras-camphor. 
According to him the crystals melt be- 
tween 5° and 17° C, and congeal again 
at 7-6° C. Grimaux and Rouette, who 
examined the oil in 1869, do not men- 
tion this crystalline portion, although 
found a substance having the same boil- 
ing point and elementary composition 
as sassafras-camphor, but not becoming 
solid even at 20°- They named this 
substance safrol. 

Chloral Plaster. — Dr. Solari, of Mar- 
seilles, says the Medical Examiner rec- 
ommends the chloral plaster as an ex- 
cellent application in cases of neuralgia, 
and of pains resulting from exposure to 
cold. The plaster is easily prepared by 
powdering the chloral over a common 
pitch plaster, one or two scruples of the 
chloral for every four square inches of 
plaster, care being taken not to incorpo- 
rate the chloral with the pitch. 
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PRESCRIPTIONS AND FORMULAE 

Strumous Ophthalmia. — 
R. Hydrargyri oxidi flavi. ...gr.vi, 
Unguenti simplicis dr.j. 

A piece of the size of a hempseed to 
be inserted between the eyelids every 

night 

R. Hydrargyri perchloridi. . . .gr. ij. 

Ammoni chloridi P^U- 

Aquae ad.oz.ij. S. 

One teaspoonful to be mixed with 
half a small teacupful of lukewarm wa- 
ter, and used as a lotion for the eyes 
every four hours. In bathing the eyes 
care should be taken that the lotion is 
applied inside, and the eyelids dried 
thoroughly after each application of the 
lotion. The eyes must be kept covered 
by means of a light bandage. When 
the inflammation subsides the bandage 
should be removed, but the lotion to 
be continued for three or four weeks to 
assist in removing the opacitie. Cods- 
liver oil and syrup of the iodide of iron 
are to be given for a lengthened period. 
—Brit. Med. Jam. 
Improued Cathartic Pills : — 
Compound ext colocynth...24 grs. 

Ext. jalap 12 

Resin of podophyllum. 6 

Ext. leptandra 12 

Extract of hyosciamus 12 

Oil of pepperment 6 drops. 

To be divided into twenty-four pills. 
Dose the same as the ordinary anti- 
bilious pills. They do not gripe.— 
Druggist? Circular. 
Far Asthmatic Paroxysm. — 

R. Ether fl.oz.iss. 

Tinct. lobelia fl.oz.j. • 

Tinct. opii fl.oz.ss. 

Tinct. stramon fl.oz.ss. 

M. Dose, a teaspoonful every one 
or two hours, until nausea is produced. 
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LaFayette Mixture. — 

Balsam of copaiba 1 fluid ounce. 

Solution of potassa 2 " drachms. 

Sweet spirit of nitre. ... 1 " ounce 

Syrup of gum 6 " ounces. 

Oil of wintergreen 16 drops. 

Some add four drachms of powdered 
extract of liquorice, or four fluid 
drachchms of the fluid extract. The 
mixture is best made by first shaking in 
the bottle the balsam with the potassa 
and the sweet spirit of nitre, and then 
adding the other ingredients. The dose 
is a tablespoonful three times a day after 
meals. — Druggist? Circular. 

Emulsion of Phosphorus. — 

R. Phosphori gr.j. 

Chloroform pur fl.dr. ij. 

M. Dissolve by shaking together in 
a bottle- Add > 

01 gaultheriae fl.dr.ss. 

Spts. vini gallici fl.dr.iij. 

Syr. acaciae fl.oz.vij. 

M. Ft. emulsio. Each teaspoonful 
contains one-sixtieth of a grain of phos- 
phorus. 

Alterative and Tonic for Chronic Phar- 
yngitis — 

R. Potass, iodid oz.ss. 

Tinct. rhei fl.oz.ij. 

Syr. sarsaparillae comp.fl. oz.iv. 
M. S. Dose, a teaspoonful in water 
after each meal. — Louisville Medical 
News. 
Fot Asthma in Intervals. — 

R. Potass, iodid dr.iss. 

Spts. ammon. arom — fl.oz.j. 

Tinct. belladon fl.oz.ss. 

Tinct. cinch, comp fl.oz.ij. 

Aquae menth. pip fl.oz.ivss. 

M. S. Dose, a tablespoonful after 

each meal. 
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PRACTICAL HINTS. 

The following formula is valuable in 

chronic affections of the skin — also a 

fine alterative in subacute or chronic 

rheumatism : 

R. Iodide potassium dr. ij. 

Fluid ext. stillingia oz.j. 

Fluid ext polk root oz.ij. 

Syrup oz.j. 

M. 

Dose, teaspoonful three times a day. 

ANTIBILIOUS PURGATIVE POWDER. 

The following preparation will be 
found very convenient and efficacious as 
an antibilious purgative to carry in your 
pocket-case, and not being disagreeable 
to the taste will be borne even by deli- 
cate stomachs. As it is very certain in 
its purgative action, there is little if any 

risk of salivation: 

R. Calomel gr-x. 

Podophylin gr.v. 

Loaf sugar gr.xxx. 

Bi carb. soda gr.xij. 

Triturate and div. in powders No. xx. 
One powder will usually operate, pro- 
ducing bilious discharges. By practice 
the physician using this powder may 
learn to dose it correctly, on the point 
of his pocket-knife. 

INCREASE OF NERVOUS DISEASES. 

Dr. Althans, in Med. Times andGaz., 
London, in answer to the question, ' ' Do 
the conditions of modern life favor the 
development of nervous diseases, states 
in an elaborate statistical paper that 
such is not the case. We cannot an- 
swer for England, but feel well assured 
that, in this country, nervous affections, 
particularly paralyses and neuralgias, 
are far more frequent than they were 
twenty- five or thirty years ago. A fact 
which we think is in a large degree at- 
tributable to the use of tobacco, coffee, 
tea, and opium. 



BEST TIME TO DRESS FRACTURES. 

Prof. Yandell, in a lecture to his class, 
answers the question as to the best time 
to dress a fracture, thus: " The earliest 
possible moment after the bone is broken" 
This is common sense, and the idea that 
people, and often inexperienced doctors, 
have of removing the patient from the 
place of accident' to his home, or other 
point, before dressing the fracture, is 
fraught with great risk and injury to 
fractured limbs. Dress it on the very 
spot, even if you have to go miles in 
search of material to do it with. 

SACCHAR/TED CALOMEL. 

Calomel, when triturated thoroughly 

with loaf sugar, is greatly increased in 

power and efficiency by reason of the 

minute division of its molecules. 

R. Calomel gr.x. 

Loaf sugar gr.xl. M. 

Div. in powders No. xx. 

One of these powders given every 
two to four hours will be found very 
efficacious in hepatic disorders. 

STRYCHNIA. 

An excellent formula for administer- 
ing: 

R. Strychnia gr.j. 

Acid acetic, 

Tine, cardamom com. aa dr.ss. 

Spts. vin. rect oz.iss. 

Syr. simp oz.iv. M. 

Dose, teaspoonful three times per 
day. 

ERUPTIVE DISEASES OF THE SCALP. 

The following has been found success- 
ful in many cases of the above affection : 

R. Tannic acid gr.xv. 

Tinct. iodine dr.ijss. 

Glycerine dr. v. 

Carbolic acid gtt.x. M. 

Apply night and morning, first wash- 
ing the part with water and castile soap. 
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TINEA TONSURANS. 

i 

This disease, porigo furfurans or 
ringworm of the scalp, is thus explicitly 
defined in Prof. Duhring's work on Dis- 
eases of the skin, a review of which 
may be seen in our present issue : " Tinea 
tonsurans is a contagious % vegetable para- 
sitic affectum of the scalp, due to the Try- 
cophpton. characterized by one ot more cir- 
cular, variously sized, scaly, more or less 
bald patches, showing the hair to be dis- 
eased and broken off close to the scalp, 
accompanied by itching" 

The treatment suggested is, in sub- 
stance, as follows: The part being 
washed daily with soap and water and 
dried, the loose hairs about the edges 
of the patches, and the stumpy, broken 
off hairs over the surface, should be 
extracted with forceps, a few at a time 
each day and a parasiticide applied. A 
solution of corrosive sublimate, 2 grains 
to the ounce will usually be found effect- 
tive. Or, in lieu of this the following 
preparation (much used in the London 
hospitals) may be used : 

R. Iodine dr.ij. 

Oil of tar oz.i. 

Mix slowly and well, and apply once 
every three or four days. 



Small Poisonous doses of Chloral in 
Delirium Tremens. — Dr. Frank, of the 
Cologne Burger-Hospital, after exhibit- 
ing, by means of a long ztrray of references, 
the great discrepancy existing among 
writers on the employment of anaesthet- 
ics with respect to the maximum and 
poisonous doses of chloral, observes that 
these really much depend upon the pe- 
culiarities of the patient, who even may 
himself differ at different times upon 
•this point. In delirium tremens very 



small doses sometimes produce fatal 
effects and he relates two cases which 
have occurred to himself. Both were 
men in the prime of life, with no dis- 
ease of any organ, as shown at the au- 
topsies, and yet in both small doses 
(one gramme and a quarter in one case, 
and two grammes in the other) of chlo- 
ral of undoubted purity produced fatal 
paralysis of the heart. — Berlin Klin. 
Woch., September 11. 

Therapeutic Effects of Cotrosive Sublim- 
ate in Blumorrfuea. — Dr. Leopold Bruck, 
of Buda-pest, states that he has found 
blumorrhcea urethras, lasting as usual 
when injections are employed six weeks 
without complication, to be curable by 
the administration of corrosive subli- 
mate. The discharge is profuse during 
the first two days, but subsequently be- 
comes progressively less abundant and 
more serous ; the sensation of burning 
in the urethra is bearable, and the 
chordee moderate. During the treat- 
ment, alcoholic fluids, coffee, and highly 
seasoned food must be avoided. Pur- 
gatives should be excluded, since they 
are unnecessary during the use of the 
sublimate. The remedy is apt to pro- 
duce pain in the stomach and intestines, 
and if this occur its use should be 
omitted for a few days. It should not 
be given in cases of cardiac and pulmo- 
nary diseases. Dr. Bruck prescribes 
the sublimate in the form of pills. — 
(Oentralblatt f. d. med. Wiss. — The Prac- 
titioner, December, 1876.) 

GLEET AND CHRONIC GONORRHOEA. 

As an injection in gleet and chronic 
gonorrhoea use the following : 
R. Hdrastin canadensis dr. ij . 

Deed, tinct. opi dr.j. 

Aquae, 

Mucilag. acaciae aa oz.ij. M. 
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SCIENTIFIC ITEMS. 



The Wonders of a Hens Egg. — In 
twelve hours of setting, points indica- 
ting life in the egg appear. On the 
second day the heart may be seen to 
beat having a horse-shoe shape, but as 
yet no red blood. At the fiftieth hour, 
one auricle of the heart appears. The 
beating of the heart is first seen in the 
auricle, and afterwards in the ventricle. 
At the end of seventy hours, two bub- 
bles are seen for the brain, one for the 
bill and two for the fore and hind parts 
of the head. The liver may be detect- 
ed on the 5th day. On the 7th day the 
ventricles and circulation are complete 
and the brain has consistency, from 
which time the various organs are rapid- 
ly developed and the chicken mature at 
the 1 8th day. 

Nitro-Glycerine was discovered in 
1848 by Sobrers, a pupil of Pelouze, 
but it was not used until 1864 that Al- 
fred Nobel obtained a patent for its use 
in blasting. 

Dynamite^ consists of Nitro-Glycerine 
and a kind of selicious or infusorial earth 
known under the names of selicious 
marl, tripoli, rotten-stone, etc. This 
earth absorbs the nitra-glycerine with- 
out destroying it, and the result is a 
mixture which is not liquid, and can be 
transported with much less risk. 

Giant Powder is dynamite adultera- 
ted with nitrate of SDda or potash; A 
preparation called rend-rock is a mixture 
of gun powder and dynamite. 

Seed 1600 years old. — In the mines of 
Laurium, in Greece, which were worked 
about 1600 years ago, a quantity of seed 
were discovered, which, when planted 
under conditions favorable for germina- 
tion, grew and proved to be a lost spe- 



cies of the genus glancium, (horned 
poppy.) Pliny and Dioscorides, fre- 
quently allude to this beautiful plant in 
their writings. 

Salt Water made fresh. — Capt. Ed- 
munds, an Englishman, has patented a 
machine for obtaining fresh water from 
sea water. It first converts it into steam 
which is passed into a condensing 
chamber, and thence in the form of 
fresh water to a tank, whence it is drawn 
off by a tap as required. 

Deaf and Dumb. — Out of the sixty- 
seven inmates of the Illinois Deaf and 
Dumb Asylum, forty-eight are children 
of first cousins. 



Arsenic in the Stomach. — 1st. Grains 
0.926 of arsenious acid in solution to 
the kilogramme (2$ lb.), the weight of 
dogs, injected into the stomach, is 
enough to cause death in nearly all 
cases. 2d. The dose of grains 1.08 to 
the kilogramme is certain to cause 
death. 3d. If poisoning supervened 
only on administration of a stronger 
dose, it was much more rapid, and this 
being relative to a particular condition 
in "dogs, % which throws off the poison 
too quickly. 4th. In poisoning by the 
average dose of grains 0.926, death or- 
dinarily takes place at the end of 24 
hours. 



Bromide of Potassium in H&motrhage.- 
It has been asserted that this agent in- 
duces contraction of the blood vessels, 
and Dr. Geneuil (L Union Medicate) has 
used a local application in the treatment 
of epistaxis, uterine haemorrhage, and 
coryza. It should also be given inter- 
nally. In coryza two injections of a 
saturated solution into the nose give re- 
lief in an hour, and a permanent cure is 
effected in about six hours. 



Editorial and Miscellaneous. 



t^All communications relating to the business of 
The Beoobd, for the year 1877, must be addressed to 

DR. B. 0. WORD, 
Business Manager, South. Med. Bee., 

Atlanta, Oa. 
•^ Brkft and practioal oommunioationB are solicited 
on an suHcts pertaining to medicine, also reports 
of eases in practice. 

fir Send money by check, postal order, or regis 
tered letter. 

§^ Write your name, post-office, county and State 
plainly. 

OUR COLABORERS. 

In curtailing our list of co-laborers 
the present year, no invidious distinction 
is meant. We have placed those only 
on the list who tither by contributions 
the last year, or otherwise, have indica- 
ted a willingness to act for us. Our co- 
laborers are expected to furnish us with 
one or more short practical articles from 
their own pen, to give us their aid and 
influence in extending our circulation, 
and to furnish us any useful and impor- 
tant facts which may come under their 
observation calculated to benefit the 
profession, or interest our readers. 

OUR Size.— A subscriber, while much 
pleased with the matter of our new 
journal, thinks " the size has been cut off 
more than the price." Our friend is 
mistaken. The double-column page 
with increased length and width of form 
contains a much larger amount of read- 
ing matter and less waste of margin, so 
that in point of fact our cut off in size 
corresponds with the reduction in price. 
It is our intention also, as soon as our 
list will justify the outlay, to make the 
type smaller, and thus increase the 
amount of reading matter. 

The United States Pharmacopea. 
—We are in receipt of a pamphlet en- 



titled the United States Pharmacopea and 
the American Medical Association, in 
which are important and forcible rea- 
sons against the proposition of Dr« 
Squibb for taking the work from the Na- 
tional Convention and placing it in the 
hands of the American Medical Associa- 
tion. 

The Pamphlet will be sent to any 
Physician who will send his address and 
a stamp to Dr. H. C. Wood, 163 1 Arch 
street, Philadelphia. 

Transactions of the Medical Society 
op Virginia.— We are in receipt of the Vir- 
ginia Medical Monthly, of the Transactions of 
the Medical Society of Virginia, containing a 
series of interesting and valuable reports and 
papers. Dr. Cunningham, of Richmond, the 
President, made the opening address, which 
will be found interesting; followed by the 
address of the Annual Orator, Dr. McDonald, 
elected for the occasion; his subject "The 
Doctor," is handled in an interesting manner. 
Then follow able reports of Committees on 
Advances in Chemistry, Pharmacy, Surgery, 
Administration of Chloroform, Materia Med- 
ics and Therapeutics, Practice of Medicine, 
Public Hygine, Reports of Cases, constituting 
the most valuable document of the kind we 
have had the pleasure of perusing. Our 
readers would be both interested and profited 
by procuring and reading a copy of these 
transactions. 

At the Annual Meeting of The Ameri- 
can Microscopical Society of the City of New 
York, held Tuesday Evening, January 9th, 
1877, the following officers were elected tor the 
ensuing year : 

* President, John B. Rich, M. D., 1 West 
38th Street, N. Y. ; • Vice President, Wm. H. 
Atkinson, M. D., 41 East 9th Street, N. Y. ; 
Secretary, O. Q. Mason, Bellevue Hospital, 
N. Y. ; * Treasurer, T. d'Oremieulx, 7 Win- 
throp Place, N. Y. ; Curator, John Frey, 
Bellevue Hospital, N. Y. 



*Be-elected. 



O. G. MASON, Secretary. 
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Transactions of the Mississippi State 
Medical Association.— We are indebted 
to our friend and co-laborer, Dr. Robert Kells, 
of Jackson, Miss., for a copy of the transac- 
tions of the State Medical Association of 
Mississippi. We have not space for a detail- 
ed notice of the many valuable reports and 
papers contained in this neatly executed and 
valuable compilation. It speaks well for the 
intelligence and enterprise of the Physicians 
of Mississppi. Its contents are— The Presi- 
dent 1 a Address, M. W. S. Croft; Electro- 
Therapeutics, by Dr. R. G. Wharton ; Ra- 
moUisment, by Dr. Compton ; Cerebro- Spinal 
Meningitis, by Dr. Browning; Bemipligia 
Kittrell— Antiseptic Treatment of Wounds, 
and a case of Necrosis, Ac., by Dr. J. M. 
Taylor ; Capillary Bronchitis in children, by 
Dr. R. Fowler, Chloroform and Ether, by Dr. 
E. Banks ; Indiginous Remedies, by Dr. B. 
H. Whitfield : Topography an& Diseases of 
North Mississippi, by Dr, E. W. Hughes; 
Memorial Notices, by Drs. Coffinan and 
Petrie. 



BOOK REVIE\X£$ 



IST* Quite a number of our readers 
who have received the January and 
February numbers of the RECORD, have 
not yet remitted the amount of sub- 
scription. Our friends will please re- 
member that we are now on the cash 
basis. 

U3|r See advertisement of A. R. 
Everett, manufacturing Jeweler and 
Engraver. Mr. Everett is an affable 
and pleasant gentleman, highly sKilled 
in his employment and merits the 
patronage of the public. 



Two or three parties have re- 
turned copies sent them, thereby de- 
clining to subscribe, but, not sending 
us their names we cannot know who 
they are. 



The Improved Trommer's Ex- 
tract of Malt is likely to prove a very 
usetul and popular agent with the pro- 
fession. It is advertised in the present 



issue. 



A Practical Treatise on Diseases of 
the Skin, by Louis A. Duhring, M. D. f 
Professor of Diseases of the Skin in the 
Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania, 
Physician to the Dispensary for Skin Dis- 
eases, Philadelphia. Author of Atlas of 
Skin Diseases, etc. ' 

The above valuable work is just issued 
from the publishing house of J. Lippin- 
cott & Co., Philadelphia. The author 
remarks that in preparing the volume 
it was his " aim to write a concise, practi- 
cal and useful treatise — one which, while 
making no pretensions to being exhaust- 
ive, should comprise sufficient to afford 
a clear insight into the elements of 
Dermatology, and a knowledge of all the 
important facts in connection with each 
disease treated of. The primary object 
being to render the subject simple and 
intelligible and to free it from unnec- 
essary encumbrances, it has been deemed 
best to avoid all questions of theory, 
discussion of unsettled points, and the 
introduction of useless or obsolete 
terms." 

In perusing the work we find that the 
author has well complied with the ob- 
jects above expressed, and has given a 
truly concise and practical work wherein 
all that is valuable is presented in a 
manner which must prove highly inter- 
esting and acceptable to the practi- 
tioner. Having been a pupil of the re- 
nowned Ferdinand Huber, Professor of 
Dermatology in the University of Vi- 
enna, and having had unusually favor- 
able opportunities for observation in the 
various countries of Europe, and also in 
the United States, Professor Duhring is 
eminently fitted for, preparing a work 
on skin affections, and well and truly 
has he performed the task. 
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Original and Selected Articles. 



A SKETCH OF THE HISTORY, 
NATURE, ADVANTAGES AND 
PROCESSES OF THE MODERN 
IMPROVED TURKISH BATH. 



By JNO. 8TAINBAGK WLU90H, M. D., of Atlanta, 

What is now called the Turkish bath 
existed in some form among the Greeks, 
Romans, and other nations, as far back 
as history extends. Used by the an- 
cients as a luxury ; but their remarkable 
health and longevity was greatly due to 
this. The Turks still use it thus ; but 
not the hot-air bath, as we do. 

The scientific remedial use of the 
Turkish bath may be dated only about 
twenty years ago, when it was introduced 
into Great Britain by Mr. David Urqu- 
hart. 

Since then, its use has rapidly ex- 
tended in Europe and in this country, 
and has received the endorsement of the 
most distinguished authorities, profes- 
sional and non-professional. 

This is true of the improved Turkish 
bath, which differs from that of the 
Turks in the high and graded tempera- 



ture of our baths ; in the exclusion of 
the violent and unscientific shampooing 
as practiced by them ; and, above all, in 
the dryness of the air of our improved 
baths. The Turkish bath, then, is not 
a steam or vapor bath, but a dry y hot-air 
bath. 

If steam is used at all, it is only for 
the purpose of heating coils of pipe, 
the heat being radiated from these 
coils, into the roomsi Whenever 
vapor is diffused through the rooms, 

the essential distinguishing feature 
of the Turkish bath is gone, and 
such a bath should not be called a 
Turkish bath, but a Russian, vapor, or 
steam bath, which is far inferior. 

In the Turkish bath the dry air comes 

in contact not only with the 2,000 square 

inches of the skin, but with the 20,000 
square inches of the lungs ; thus giving 
it great advantages over the steam bath, 
which retards perspiration, and the air 
of which is breathed with great difficulty, 
never reaching the ultimate air-cells 
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which close against the water with which 
the air is saturated. 

Another advantage of the Turkish 
bath is having a separate room of high 
temperature for the shampooing. 

Another still, is having rooms of dif- 
ferent temperatures, so that bathers may 
be brought gradually to higher grades. 

To sum up, then, the Turkish bath is 
superior to any other : 1st. Because the 
air comes in contact with the whole ex- 
tensive cell-structure of the lungs. 2d. 
It can be breathed with ease and positive 
delight at a temperature of from 150 
deg. to 200 deg., while vapor cannot be 
breathed with ease at any temperature, 
and does not permeate the lungs. 3d. 
Vapor retards, instead of favoring, per- 
spiration. 4th. It is impossible to endure 
in a vapor bath that high heat on which 
the remedial virtues of the Turkish bath 
mainly depend. 

PROCESSES OF THE TURKISH BATH. 

Every Turkish bath should have not 
less than four large, well-ventilated 
rooms. These are, the Frigidarium, or 
cooling room ; the Tepidarium — first 
warm, or preparatory room ; the Calida- 
rium — hot, or shampooing-room, and the 
Lavatorium, or wash-room. 

The bather first enters the frigidarium, 
where he undresses and passes into the 
tepidarium, the temperature of which 
ranges from 120 deg. to 140 deg. The 
object of this room is to solicit a general 
perspiration without any undue excite- 
ment or oppression before going into the 
next, or hot room. These ends are pro- 
moted by the use of warm foot-baths 
and cold cloths to the head. 

When a general moisture appears on 
the skin the bather is passed into the 
calidarium, which is heated from 140 
deg. to 180 deg. or 200 deg. In this 
room the sweating and shampooing are 



done, as the latter should always be 
performed at a high temperature. For 
this operation the hands are preferable, 
and nothing else should be used except 
in exceptional cases. After sweating, 
shampooing, percussing and soaping the 
bather in the calidarium, he next passes 
into the lavatoriuqi. In this room he 
begins with a warm shower-bath, which 
is gradually changed to cool, and then 
cold. This not only cleanses him, but it 
closes the pores and causes a vigorous 
reaction. This last important result is 
always accomplished readily after pass- 
ing through the hot-air bath. We object 
to the plunge, because unnecessary, and 
might, in some cases, be dangerous. 
The bather next returns to the frigida- 
rium, where he dresses slowly ; or, if 
there is any secondary perspiration, he 
reclines on a lounge until he is "all 
right.*' He then goes out, wonderfully 
refreshed in mind and body, feeling like 
a new man. 

HOW TO MANAGE A CASE OF 

LABOR. 



Reported by JOHN W. MABOTN, H. D.. 

The Grange. Dronfield, near Sheffield, 

Late Assistant-Surgeon, Mayfleld Factory Dispensary, 

Portlsw. 



I may perhaps be excused if for the sake 
of the student, I briefly enumerate the 
chief points of practical interest to be 
borne in mind on being called to a case 
of labor. 

1. Be careful to show no conscious- 
ness that the occasion is one calling for 
explanations of what you wish done in 
the way of examinations, etc. What- 
ever you have to do, do it quietly and 
judiciously, carefully and gently, as a 
mere matter of routine, calling for no 
comment from either doctor or patient. 

2. Ask the patient, if no nurse be in 
attendance, to lie on her left side, with 
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her hips out well towards you, and her 
knees well drawn up. If a nurse be 
present, give her directions to have the 
patient placed in the proper position. 

3. See that your hand is well warmed, 
and the index finger oiled, or anointed 
with lard. 

4. Previous to making the examina- 
tion, gain your patient's confidence, 
and place yourself en rapport with her, 
by asking in a quiet tone a few questions 
as to the number and nature of her pre- 
vious confinements, when her labor 
commenced, etc. 

5. Then pass your hand quietly under 
the bed clothes, and without remark 
feel gently |f or the labia, separate them, 
and avoid the clitoris, pass your finger 
cautiously and slowly, backwards and 
upwards, until you reach the cervix 
uteri. 

6. In passing upwards, satisfy your- 
self as to the state of the rectum, wheth- 
er loaded with faeces or not. 

7. Also as to the coolness and mois- 
ture of the vagina, or as to its being hot 
and dry. 

8. Note the general capacity of the 
pelvic cavity, whether roomy or con- 
tracted. 

9. Feel for the promontory of the 
sacrum ; if difficult to reach it is a good 
sign, showing the absence of contracted 
conjugate diameter, or deformity. 

10. Having reached the "cervix," 
note whether it is pendant into the cav- 
ity of the vagina, like the nipple of the 
breast, or whether it is all taken up, and 
stretched over the presenting part. If 
not taken up, and the os remains undi- 
lated, it will be additional evidence in 
favor of concluding that true labor 
has not yet come on, and that any pains 
complained of are false pains, to be re- 



lieved by a dose of either opium or 
chloral, or both combined. 

11. Quietly make out the position of 
the os uteri ; this is sometimes situated 
very high up, close to the sacral prom- 
ontory. Bear in mind the possibility 
of a double "os" being present, one of 
which may be dilated, and the other not 
so. Any oversight on this point might 
give rise to an obvious error in your 
prognosis. Note the amount of dilata- 
tion, the condition of the edges of the 
"os," whether thick, rounded, moist, 
and yielding ; or thin, sharp, hard, re- 
sisting, and undilatable, and tending to 
dryness. The latter condition, in the 
majority of instances threatens a pro- 
longed labor, and usually accompanies 
a state of debility and want of rest on 
the part of the patient. In such cases, 
a good dose of opium or chloral, given 
as already described, will be found to 
exert a most beneficial effect, in controll- 
ing and properly directing the uterine 
contractions ; the condition of the parts 
usually change rapidly, the os becom- 
ing thick, rounded, and dilatable, and 
the passages bathed in mucous. 

12. Satisfy yourself as to the nature 
of the presenting part of the foetus, the 
condition of the membranes, and the, 
quantity of " fluid" present. 

13. It will be found a safe good rule 
to leave, the membranes unruptured to 
the last; early rupture may lead to 
troublesome complications. Rupturing 
at the completion of the first stage some- 
times hastens labor ; but the risk of in- 
ducing a difficult case ought to make it 
a matter of very careful consideration. 
I have always found those cases do best 
in which the membranes remain un- 
ruptured, until they appear as a bag, at 
the external orifice ; the descending bag 
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of waters is the natural and best distend- 
ing force, preparing the way for an easy 
descent of the head. 

14. If the rectum be loaded, clear it 
out with a simple enema, such as some 
warm water having a couple of table- 
spoonfuls of salt and sugar dissolved in 

it 

15. Learn whether your patient passes 
water freely; distension of the bladder 
would prove a source of delay to the 
birth of the child. 

16. If the patient has borne several 
children, and the abdominal walls are 
flabby, pendulous, allowing the womb to 
fell forward, thus altering its proper axis, 
the application of the binder will be 
found very useful. 

17. Where the pelvis is roomy, the 
maternal passages are cool, moist and 
dilatable, the os uteri well dilated and 
dilatable, the patient passing water freely 
and the rectum well cleared out. Kris- 
tellar's method of assisting labor tedi- 
ous from inertia, may be found useful. 
Place the patient on her back : standing 
above her as it were, apply the palms 
of both hands to the fundus of the 
uterus, the fingers and thumbs extend- 
ing forwards towards the pubis and crest 
of ilium ; then make steady pressure at 
the onset and during the continuance 
of each pain, by this means aiding in 
the expulsion of the child. 

18. Do not be in too great a hurry to 
aid with pressure the exit of the head 
through the external orifice ; give time 
for the full distention of the perineum, 
which gradually thins out and expands 
with each pain ; retard the progress of 
the head if necessary. Attention to this 
point in my experience reduces the dan- 
ger of rupture to a minimum, and in the 
majority of cases renders support to the 
perineum unnecessary. Of late my ex- 
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perience inclines me to believe, that the 
application of the hand as a means of 
support to the perineum is rather inju- 
rious than otherwise, heating the part 
and inducing dryness, thus interfering 
with its natural distension. The natural 
course in this instance will very likely 
prove the best. 

19. Upon the child's head being born, 
clear its mouth and throat of all mucous, 
by passing your little finger well down 
into the pharynx; do this cautiously; 
then examine if the placental cord is 
twisted round its neck ; if it is, pull it 
out gently, remembering the danger of 
breaking it, and slip it if possible over 
the child's head, if not, over its shoul- 
ders and body. Support the head whilst 
awaiting the expulsion of the shoulders 
and body. During the expulsion of the 
child, place the left hand upon the fun- 
dus of the uterus, and follow it down- 
wards with careful but firm pressure. 

20. Upon the birth of the child, again 
clear out the mouth and throat, and 
compel it to cry if need be, by slapping 
it well over the buttocks and back; 
should any delay occur in setting up of 
natural respiration, direct the nurse or 
some friend in attendance to make press- 
ure upon the "fundus uteri," and at 
once practise artificial respiration, Syl- 
vester's method being the best ; apply* 
cold suddenly to the surface of the body 
and make rapid frictions with either 
brandy or whisky. 

About sixteen respirations to the min- 
ute will be sufficient, when practising 
artificial respiration. 

21. Allow a few minutes to pass by 
before applying the ligatures to the cord 
to see if pulsation ceases. The ligature 
next the child's body should be placed 
some three inches from it, and should 
be firmly secured with as many as three 
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knots. The ligatures should be made 
of strong housewife thread, each one 
being composed of some three or four 
strands of the thread. After dividing 
the cord with scissors, dry the surface, 
and examine if there be any bleeding 
present. This is a point to be well at- 
tended to, as any oversight might lead 
to injurious effects to the child, and dis« 
credit to your own skill and reputation. 

22. Allow the womb some fifteen to 
twenty minutes rest, keeping up firm 
but gentle pressure over • the fundus. 
Very frequently, at the expiration of the 
time of grace, the womb expels spon- 
taneously, with a good strong contrac 
tion, the placenta and membranes entire, 

23. Should delay occur, increase the 
amount of pressure, apply your hand, 
previously cooled by being dipped into 
cold water, suddenly to the surface of 
the abdomen; these means frequently 
effect the object you have in view. I 
would advise, as far as possible, that the 
cord should not be dragged upon, as is 
very frequently done and recommended. 

24. If firm pressure to the fundus, 
sudden application of cold to the abdo 
men, gentle traction, and causing the 
patient to cough, fail to induce expul - 
sion of the' placenta, the right hand must 
be washed perfectly clean, and then 
gently introduced per vaginum and the 
mass removed. 

25. Immediately after the delivery of 
the placenta has taken place, wherever 
there is the smallest risk of hemorrhage 
a dose of ergot, half a drachm to two 
scruples, should be given. 

26. A point worth remembering in 
connection with making pressure upon 
the fundus uteri is this : do not be satis- 
fied with merely pressing upon the sur- 
face of the abdomen, but feel carefully 
for the body of the womb through the 



relaxed abdominal walls, and then grasp 
it firmly, and at the same time gently. 

27. In the case of post-partum hem- 
orrhage occurring in addition to the or- 
dinary means for arresting it, viz., press- 
ure, cold applications to the abdomen, 
administration of ergot in repeated doses, 
of a half a drachm every ten or fifteen 
minutes, brandy, elevation of the pa- 
tient's hips, introduction of the hand 
into the uterus, mopping out the inter- 
nal surface of the womb with a solution 
of the perchloride of iron, one part to 
six, or the iqtra-uterine injection of this 
solution, is recommended ; pressure 
upon the abdominal aorta, the applica- 
tion of the galvanic current, and trans- 
fusion may be tried in extreme cases. 

2?. Delivery having been effected, 
the placenta expelled, and no post-par- 
tum hemorrhage occuring, all clots of 
blood must be removed from the bed, 
the latter being made as dry and com- 
fortable as possible. A clean sheet, in 
four folds, should be slipped under the 
hips. If you have taken the precaution 
before delivery to carry the night-dress 
well up under the waist, towards the 
armpits, this will be dry and comfortable. 
It remains only to apply the binder. 
This must be done carefully with as little 
movement of the patient as possible. 
The binder should be a yard and a half 
in length, and fifteen inches in breadth ; 
and is best made from a piece of strong 
old linen or calico. It should be rolled 
up from one end, to allow of its being 
easily slipped beneath the patient en 
masse. When binding, place the pa- 
tient on her left side, with her lower ex- 
tremities and body in a straight line ; 
place the binder so that its lower border 
will be below the trochanteric promi- 
nences ; then fold round the body from 
below upwards firmly, and bind, secur- 
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ing the bandage, yhere possible, with 
safety pins. The upper border need 
not be drawn' very tightly, to prevent 
its interfering with respiration. 

29. If there is any tendency to relax- 
ation on the part of the uterus, a good 
firm pad may with great advantage be 
applied over it, beneath the binder. 

30. Examine your patient's pulse ; if 
it remains full and firm at 80 beats the 
minute all is well. If it passes beyond 
a hundred there is always cause for 
anxiety and watchfulness. 

31 . Again examine the portion of cord 
attached to the child, to be assured that 
there is no bleeding therefrom. See, 
also, that the piece of linen in which it 
is to be wrapped has been well singed 
at the edges which are to be in imme- 
diate contact with the cord. 

32. The application of the infant to 
the breast as soon as dressed, is a safe 
measure for the mother, tending to pre- 
vent hemorrhage. 

33. Do not leave the house for an 
hour after delivery has been effected, 
and during that time watch carefully the 
amount of discharge, and the state of 
contraction on the part of the womb. 

34. A thorough acquaintance with 
the minutiae of treatment necessary in 
dealing with ordinary cases, makes it a 
matter of comparative ease when called 
upon to treat those which are graver in 
their nature. -~Med. Press and Cir. 



VERATRUM VIRIDE. 



By 0. J. RADEMAKER, M.D. 

American hellebore is generally con- 
sidered by the profession as a powerful 
vegetable poison ; but having never 
heard of a case of fatal poisoning by 
this drug, and as I am in the habit of 
using this medicine a great deal in my 
"••^ctice, I concluded to make a series I 



of experiments with it upon the lower 
animals, both in regard to its physiolog- 
ical and poisonous properties. Ameri- 
can hellebore, when given to the lower 
animals, whether given in the lorm of a 
saturated tincture or the alkaloid itself 
in small doses, produces the following 
effects : First, a great increase of saliva 
and flow of tears, accompanied with an 
incessant cough, the animal at the same 
time dancing around the room. If now 
the dose is increased, either by the 
mouth or by hypodermic injection, vom- 
iting sets in rapidly, the pupils become 
dilated, accompanied by great muscular 
relaxation, so that the animal is unable 
to walk ; but at no time have I noticed 
tonic spasms and stiffness of the limbs, 
even when the drug had been given in 
enormous doses. Upon the circulation 
it has a powerful sedative effect ; when 
given in small doses it diminishes the 
pulse, without producing any unpleas- 
ant symptoms. But if the medicine is 
now increased largely, it brings the heart 
down to about twenty-five beats per 
minute, accompanied by all the symp- 
toms given above ; but in no instance 
could I give a small dog enough of the 
alkaloid (veratria) to kill him. 

One small dog I gave ten grains of 
veratria and then placed him under the 
influence of chloroform, and made a 
careful vivisection, so that part of the 
heart was exposed, which I could see 
and feel beating tumultuously at about 
twenty or twenty-five beats per minute ; 
but after he came out of the stupor of 
chloroform he got up and looked about 
him, apparently thinking that nothing 
had happened ; so I struck him on the 
head with an axe and killed him. 

The stomach of this dog was taken 

out and found highly injected with 
blood over the entire mucous surface. 
The stomach was submitted to analysis, 



SOUTHERN MMD/CAL kECOkti. 



ftl 



and three grains oi veratria found ; con- 
sequently five grains must have been 
absorbed, allowing two grains for loss, 
which is large. 

From the above it will be seen that 
veratrum can not be considered a power- 
. ful poison. As for narcotic properties, 
' it possesses none ; and it can only be 
classed with the irritant poisons. Of 
course, where given in very large doses, 
it would produce gastro-enteritis and 
probably death. 

Taylor, in his Treatise on Poisons, 
speaks of the irritant properties of black 
and white hellebore, but says nothing in 
regard to veratrum viride. In a case 
reported by Morgagni, (Taylor's Trea- 
tise), a half dram of the aqueous extract 
of black hellebore killed a man aged 
fifty years in eight hours. The symp- 
toms were pain in the abdomen and 
vomiting. After death the whole ali- 
mentary canal was found inflamed. In 
one instance twenty grains of .the white 
hellebore caused death in three hours 
(Taylor's Treatise). Death was preced- 
ed by vomiting of bloody mucus and 
cold sweats A physician prescribed 
medicinally one grain of veratria, divided 
into fifty pills, and three were to be 
taken at a dose (equivalent to one six- 
teenth of a grain), which, according to 
Taylor, came very near killing her. But 
I have not seen such results with the 
American hellebore on the lower ani- 
mals. Medicinally I have not prescribed 
it in large doses, hut I am satisfied that 
one-sixteenth of a grain of veratria will 
produce no poisonous effects. 

THERAPEUTIC USE. 

Veratrum viride is an excellent reme- 
dy in pneumonia of children, for it can 
be given in such a way that the child is 
not aware that it is taking medicine. 
The form in which I give it to children 



is the following : R Liq. potas. citratis, 
oz. j ; tinct. veratri viridis, gtt. ii to iv or 
vj, according to the age of the child ; a 
teaspoonful of the mixture to be given 
every two hours. This dose of course 
can be increased if necessary, but in a 
very young child I find one quarter of 
a drop sufficient to reduce the heart's 
action. In pneumonia of adults I give 
four to eight drops of the tincture every 
two hours until the pulse is reduced. I 
then order it to be given every four or 
six hours. The tincture I use is (Nor- 
wood's) made by macerating eight 
ounces of the rhizome to one pint of 
alcohol. - The other treatment, such as 
poultices, iood, and Dover's Powder for 
pain and rest, is not neglected, and com- 
plications of any kind are met with 
proper remedies. In croupous pneu- 
monia I always use quinine in large 
doses, as recommended by Juergensen. 
(See Ziemssen's Practice.) 

In scarlatina I have found this an ex- 
cellent remedy to reduce the pulse, al- 
ways using it in conjunction with a bath 

at a temperature of 80 or 85 deg., and 
allowing the child to remain in it from 
one-half to three-quarters of an hour. 
This bath I use more for its effect upon 
the renal organs and skin than the effect 
it would produce upon the pulse and 
temperature. 

During this last epidemic I treated 
about ninety cases of scarlet fever, out 
of which I lost but five. Whether this 
was owing to my treatment or not, I 
am unable to say, but will leave that to 
the judgment of the profession. 

In dentition of children with high 
fever and bounding pulse, especially in 
those phlegmatic children that are so 
liable to be taken with cerebral menin- 
gitis, the veratrum, in combination with 
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potas. bromidum, is the remedy par ex- 
cellence. 

In acute rheumatism this remedy is 
not less efficacious, sufficient quantity 
being given to reduce the pulse. In 
this disease it may be given in combina- 
tion with opium or morphia, which ease 
pain, while the sedative remedy reduces 
the excitement. It may also be com- 
bined with the alkalies and colchicum, 
as in the following mixture : 

R. Potas bicarb dr. iij. 

Vin. colchi. sem oz. ss. 

Tinct. veratri viridis gtt. 60. 

Aquadestil oz. vi, 

M. ft. sol. Sig. Tablespoonful every 
two or three hours. 

In typhoid and other low forms of 
fever, and in organic disease of the heart 
where it becomes necessary to repress 
the circulation, the veratrum will be 
found of great benefit. 

In conclusion, I would say that vera- 
tria may be considered a powerful irri- 
tant poison, but at the same time death 
is not likely to be produced by its action 
upon the cerebro-spinal system or upon 
the heart. If death occur after its ad- 
ministration, it is probably the sequence 
of inflammation of the stomach and 
bowels. — Louisville Medical News, 

OBSTETRIC MEMORANDA. 

This case may be given in brief detail. 

Mrs. W , aet. 32, seventh pregnancy 

at full term ; previous labors prolonged 
and difficult, pains very severe and pros- 
trating. For some months before de- 
livery, the lower extremities were much 
swollen with dropsical effusion, and there 
was general oedema of the body and face 
especially about the eyes. She was also 
troubled with severe bronchitis, for 
which I treated her with good effect 
during the last three weeks preceding 
delivery. 



She was in a very despondent condi- 
tion, fearing the worst. The heart's 
action was very weak. 

I was called to her at 6:10 P. M. She 
had had strong and tegular labor pains, 
from about 1 P. M., and suffered from 
sharp, premonitory ones, from the pre- 
ceding evening. On examination, I found 
the pelvic cavity roomy, the passages cool 
and moist, the rectum empty, the patient 
passing water freely, the pains strong, 
regular, and succeeding one another at 
rapid intervals. The head was present- 
ing, the waters were unbroken, and the 
" os " was dilated to something less than 
the size of shilling ; its edges were very 
thin, hard, sharp, resisting and undi- 
latable. I at once gave a dose of 
chloral, and followed up with two others, 
at intervals of twenty minutes. I gave 
in all sixty grains. Its good effects were 
soon apparent. 

These effects were,however, even more 
marked, as the progress of the case was 
very rapid. She enjoyed the same quiet 
deep sleep during the intervals between 
the pains, and felt herself greatly re- 
freshed. The pains themselves were not 
really so intense, although the contrac- 
tions were very strong. The child was 
born at 8:20 P.M., two hours after the ad- 
ministration of the first dose of chloral. 
It was a male of very large size. The an- 
terior lip of the uterus got caught be- 
tween the symphysis pubis and child's 
head. I had to push it up, and keep it 
there until the latter had descended suffi- 
ciently into the cavity of the pelvis, to 
prevent of its prolapse. The pulse re- 
mained at 84 beats to the minute. The 
post-partum contraction of the womb 
was good, expelling the placenta at the 
end of ten minutes, unaided by pressure. 
There was no post-partum hemorrhage. 
The patient felt most grateful, asserting 
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that she had never had such an easy 
time of it in all of her previous confine- 
ments. She declared the effects of the 
chloral to be most soothing and refresh- 
ing. 

From the foregoing case it is evident 
that chloral : 

i. Had a strong controlling influence 
over the amount of pain felt. 

2. That it secures quiet, refreshing 
sleep during the intervals of pain, thus 
husbanding the patient's strength. 

3. That it has no retarding influence 
upon the progress of labor. 

4. On the contrary, it seems to have 
a decidedly beneficial effect in steady- 
ing, and directing to a favorable issue, 
the uterine contractions ; also in hasten- 
ing the dilatation of the os uteri. 

5. It does not in any way weaken 
post-partum uterine contraction. 

From my experience, it is of great 
service, where, from idiosyncrasy on the 
part of the patient, the smallest dose of 
opium could not possibly be given. — 
Medical Press and Circular. 



EXPERIMENTATION ON DEATH 
FROM CHLOROFORM. 

The first series of experiments I re- 
member to have made were commenced 
in the years 1850 and '51, and had ref- 
erence to the mode and cause of death 
under chloroform. At the time named 
chloroform had been in use a little over 
two years for preventing the pain of sur- 
gical operations, and already nineteen 
deaths in man had occurred from it. 

These calamities had produced very 
painful and anxious feelings amongst 
medical men, and my researches ha? 
for their intention the elucidation of 
many points of practical importance. 
The mode of procedure was to narcotize 



the animals, with varying degrees of 
rapidity, with varying percentages of 
chloroform vapor in the atmosphere, 
and during various atmospherical con- 
ditions; to note carefully the phenome- 
na produced on the heart and on the 
respiration, and the duration of the 
four stages of narcotism. In some in. 
stances the animals — rabbits were usu- 
ally subjected to experiment— were al- 
lowed to recover; in other instances the 
narcotism was continued to death. 
When the narcotism was made to be 
fatal the immediate cause of death was 
noted, and the body was left until the 
rigidity of death could be recorded. 
Then all the organs were carefully in- 
spected, in order to see what was the 
condition of the lungs, the heart, the 
brain, the spinal cord. 

The results obtained by these inquir- 
ies were of direct practical value. By 
them I showed in various lectures and 
papers the following major facts : 

1. That the cause of the fatality from 
chloroform does not occur, as was at first 
supposed, from any particular mode of 
administration of the narcotic. 

2. That chloroform will kill, in some 
instances, when the subject killed by it 
exhibits, previous to administration, no 
trace of disease or other sign by which 
the danger of death can be foretold. 

3. That the condition of the air at the 
time of administration materially influ- 
ences the action of the narcotic vapor. 
That the danger of administration is 
much less when the air is free of water 
Vapor and the temperature is above 6o°, 
but below 70 Fahr. 

4. That there are four distinct modes 
of death from chloroform, and that when 
the phenomena of death from its appli- 
cation appear, they are infinitely more 
likely to pass into irrevocable death than 
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from some other narcotics that may be 
used in lieu of chloroform. 

5. That all the members of the group 
of narcotic vapors of the chlorine series, 
Of which chloroform is the most promi- 
nent as a narcotic, are dangerous nai- 
cotics, and that chloroform ought to be 
replaced by some other agent equally 
practical in use and less fatal. 

6. That so long as it continues to be 

used there will always be a certain dis - 
tinct mortality arising from chloroform, 

and tkat.no human skill in applying it 
can divest it mi its dangers. 
, That knowledge of this kind respect- 
ing an agent which destroys one person 
out of every two thousand five hundred 
who. inhale it was calculated to be use- 
ful, no reasonable mind, I think, can 
doubt. To me, who, many hundred 
times in my life, have had the solemn re- 
sponsibility of administering chloroform 
to my fellow-men, it was of so much 
value that I should" have felt it a crime 
if I had gone blindly on using so potent 
an instrument without obtaining such 

knowledge.— Benjamin W. Richard- 
son in Nature. 

NOTES IN PRACTICE. 

By C L. GBEGORY, M.D., North Star, O. 

Sciatic and crural neuralgia usually 
yield promptly to half teaspoonful doses 
of a strong tinct. gum guaiac every 
three hours, in conjunction with 15 to 
20 gr. doses ot blue mass every altern- 
ate night. Enough mass must be given 
to clear the bowls rather freely. An 
excellent prescription is the following : 

R — Fl. Ext Gelseminum 

•' " Black Cohosh.. a a oz. i M. 

S. Ten drops every four hours until 
the toxical effect of the gelsemi- 
num, drooping of the eye-lids, is 
noticed, when the dose should 
gradually be diminished. 



In severe cases of malarial and con- 
tinued fever an agonizing pain often 
attacks the shoulder, elbow, hip, knee, 
etc., and becomes almost unbearable. I 
saturate a woolen cloth with chloroform 
and apply to the painful part, covering 
it with a dry cloth to prevent too rapid 
evaporation. This gives prompt relief. 
Internally I give :' 

R — Fl. Ext. Gelseminum 

11 " Black Cohosh, a a oz. i M. 
S. Five to ten drops every three or 
four hours, as above. 

I use the above prescription when the 
limb is left stiff and painful during and 
after convalescence. 

My partner, Dr. A. Pearson, cured an 
old case of neuralgic pain of the hip, 
which had been diagnosed morbus cox- 
arius by another surgeon, with the 
above named prescription. Menstrual 
suppression from cold and exposure was 
present in this case, but the menses be- 
came regular as the neuralgia was cured. 
She could bear no weight on the affect- 
ed limb. No opiates were used after 
the first week of treatment. Time, 
eight weeks. In many neuralgias, but 
especially trifacial, I almost invariably 
prescribe gelseminum. There are but 
few cases of dental neuralgia that it will 
not promptly relieve. In this malari- 
ous district quinine is also an excellent 
remedy. Of course the general health 
must be attended to. 

I have been very successful in curing 
pain in the kidney, spermatic cord, and 
testicle with : 

R — Bal. Copaiva dr. ii 

Sweet Spts. Nit. oz. ii M. 

S. One c. p. every four hours. 

Keep the bowels regular by small 
doses of rhei and aloes, but do not 
purge. 

Some women — and men too— are sub- 
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ject to pain in region of heart, with pal* 
pitation and shortness of breath, etc. I 
prescribe : 

R— Fl. Ext. Valerian oz t i 

Chloroform dr. i 

Alcohol dr. vii M. 

S. One-half to one c. p. every 15 to 30 
minutes 'til relieved, then as indicated. 
Dilute it well with water or syrup. 

It acts exceedingly well in those cases, 
and also in hysterical attacks* I use it 
in some eases of labor, especially when 
the woman is anxious, nervous, and ex- 
cited ; also when the pains seem to be 
located mostly in the back. It calms 
her down and labor progresses much 
more satisfactorily to all concerned. 

For dyspepsia and indigestion I pre- 
scribe the following : 

R— Rhei Pulv. 

Cubebs pulv. 

Hydras, can. pulv. 

Brom. Pot a a one part 

Quinia Sulph half part M. 

Triturate them thoroughly, and to an 
adult give twelve gr. doses tour times 
per day. 

Mr. C. had a distressing pain in his 
stomach for which he took a large swal- 
low of spts, camphor, which was pure 
alcohol saturated with the gum, and as 
a consequence his mouth, throat, oeso- 
phagus and stomach became so inflamed 
and tender that he could scarcely swal- 
low even liquid food. Various remedies 
were tried for a week, when I put him 
on a saturated solution brom. pot., a 
tablespoonful every three hours. He 
was completely cured in 48 hours. This 
also acts well in acute conjunctivitis, one 
or two drops in the eye four times a day. 
Used as an injection in simple vaginitis 
it is good. 

In some cases of atonic diarrhea, 
where the bowels rapve every time any 



thing is swallowed, and medicine doe? 
no good, I have used a strong decoction 
of coffee with excellent success. Use it 
cold and clear, letting an adult drink 
from a half to one pint every three or 
four hours. After twelve to twenty- 
four hours let patient commence on 
boiled or thickened milk, gradually ex- 
panding his bill of fare. Brandy made 
quite thick with flour is also good in 
these cases. 

In dysmenorrhea a pill composed of 
one gr. opium to one-half gr. ext. bella- 
donna every three hours is quite bene- 
ficial. In the neuralgic form I use, in 
addition to the pill, gelseminum and co- 
hosh a a, mix, ten drops every two hours. 
In the neuralgic form it is imperative to 
institute a tonic, and building up treat- 
ment during the inter-catamenial period. 

Pityriasis Versicolor can be quick- 
ly and permanently cured with ; 

R— Nat Sulphite dr. 1 

Glycerine dr. iv 

Water dr. iv M-. 

Use as a lotion once a day. 

Acne in all its forms, except perhaps 
A. Rasacea, can be cured by restrain- 
ing the appetite, eating very moderately 
and having the diet constituted princi- 
pally of oily articles. Also use the fol- 
lowing after meals : 

R — Solut. potassa arsen. 
S. Two to six drops in water. 



THE VALUE OF SNEEZING IN 
THE REDUCTION OF HERNIA- 



By CHARLES DENISON, M. !>., Denrer, Col. 

As I am not aware that the procedure 
of giving snuff, while an attempt at re- 
duction of hernia by taxis is being, made,, 
has been known to the profession, I wish 
to report two instances which have lately 
occurred in my practice ; 
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May 30. I was called out at night to 
see a Chicago gentleman, temporarily 
sojourning at the Evergreen House in 
Morrison. I reached him about half- 
past four next morning, having to go 
via Mt Vernon, around the "Hog- 
backs," or outside foot hills of the* 
Rocky Mountains. I found Dr. J. C. 
Dunham in charge, from whom* I heard 
that Mr. C. had the previous evening 
caused the hernia while helping a lady 
to alight from a carriage ; that he had 
had the difficulty for several years, dur- 
ing which time he had worn a truss, and 
had two or three times suffered from its 
strangulation, due to his negligence in 
leaving off his truss. It was oblique, in- 
guinal hernia, and this time the protru- 
sion was sufficient to cause the right 
side of the scrotum to assume the size 
of a man's fist. Dr. Dunham had used 
sufficient taxis, and failed to reduce the 
hernia. The pain being considerable, 
he had given the night before morphia 
subcutaneously, and changed the local 
applications from cold to hot. 

I found the tumor very tense, and I 
withheld much manipulation, thinking 
it was useless to attempt reduction un- 
der the existing circumstances. We ap- 
plied ice locally, and elevated the foot 
of the bed on a table. Later, at 8£ 
o'clock in the morning, when the parts 
were chilled by the ice, and hence less 
sensitive, taxis was tried, but it was 
evidently useless. 

The idea had occurred to me before 
of making such a patient sneeze, while 
firm and well directed pressure on the 
hernia was being made, and I cast about 
to try the experiment; but no snuff 
could be found about the place. Finally, 
towards noon, some patent "catarrh 
snuff" was procured, which was used. 



While I had firm hold of the tumor, 
during the first good sneeze, I felt a 
little of the contents slip back into the 
abdominal cavity. The sneezing was 
kept up, and at times we could hear a 
little of the air in the protusion shoot 
through the internal ring. This hap- 
pened at the end of the sneeze. I can- 
not explain it better than by saying 
there seems to be a billowy movement 
of the anterior wall of the abdominal 
cavity, from above downwards, which 
is suddenly reversed. This reversed 
action is accompanied by a sudden re- 
laxation, as it were, at which instant a 
little of the contents of the hernial sac 
shoots back through the intestinal ring. 
The pressure was continued for over an 
hour — the omentum (for it. was an en- 
tero-epiplocele), which undoubtedly 
caused the strangulation, being the last 
to disappear. 

The other day, a gentleman was re- 
ferred to me, at my office, who had a 
right oblique inguinal hernia, which I 
considered an epiplocele — the omentum 
only being strangulated. I failed at first 
in reduction by taxis, and left him in 
my office with ice on the tumor and his 
heels up in the air. After an hour, I 
returned with some Scotch snuff. I 
made him sneeze so long as there was 
any response in his Schneiderian mem- 
brane, meanwhile using diligent taxis. 
The tumor receded with more difficulty 
than I think an enterocele would under 
the same procedure, but finally it was 
all gone. 

Whether the peculiar relaxation of 
the abdominal wall or the pulling with- 
in on the intestine or omentum during 
the sneeze does the good, or both com- 
bined, I cannot positively state, though 
I am inclined to the latter view. So far, 
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however, I am very well pleased with 
my discovery, as I considered it ; and I 
give it to the profession with the hope 
that, as a simple procedure, it may save 
many an unfortunate from the danger 
and suffering of a surgical operation. 

P. S. — Since writing the above, I have 
been informed by Dr. S. D. Bowker, of 
Sunshine, Colorado, that Dr. Taylor, of 
Kansas City, suggested this snuff exper- 
iment to him some ten years ago. As 
the recent surgical authorities I have 
consulted do not mention it, and several 
physicians, including Prof. John T. Met- 
calfe, of New York, who was lately 
visiting our city, informed me they had 
never heard of it, I came to the conclu- 
sion that it was a new idea. 

Dr. Bowker states that once while 
using taxis, in a case of direct inguinal 
hernia in a female, his patient sneezed,- 
in consequence of the window being 
thrown open and a gust of air suddenly 
striking her, when the protusion as sud- 
denly disappeared. — [Va. Med. Month. 



THE MANAGEMENT OF CASES 
OF CHOLERA MORBUS. 



By CHARLES C. PIKE, M. D., of Peabody, 

Man. 



Every active physician is aware how 
unpleasant it is to be called out of a sound 
sleep in the middle of the night, as we 
usually are, to relieve a case of acute 
indigestion or cholera morbus, as it is 
commonly called. He finds his patient 
suffering terribly with pain in the stom- 
ach and bowels, vomiting and purging, 
the air in the room necessarily rendered 
sickening and disgusting thereby; or, 
perhaps not having been called early 
enough, he finds the patient rapidly 
sinking into a collapsed state, with cold 
extremities, cramps, etc. Writers on 



this disease advise giving small doses of 
morphine, morphine and calomel, bran- 
dy, and ice, etc. All of which, in my 
experience, are very likely to be rejected 
by the stomach, and generally we are 
obliged to work over our patient for an 
hour, and oftener two or three hours, 
before we can feel sure that the disease 
is controlled. The hypodermic use of 
morphine will usually give prompt re- 
lief; but from prejudice on the part of 
friends, or from other causes, we are 
often debarred from using it. 

Living in a town where there are a 
large number of Irish laborers, and con- 
sequently having many cases of cholera 
morbus to treat, I have adopted a plan 
of treatment which, while I by no means 
claim it as original, serves me admira- 
bly; i. e., I do not now find myself 
obliged to remain with the patient but a 

few moments, where formerly I was 
obliged to stay an hour or two. Imme- 
diately upon reaching the bedside of the 
cholera morbus patient, I order "saler- 
atus and water," viz., half-teaspoonful of 
saleratus, to a cup-full of water of sum- 
mer temperature. If the patient has 
already cleared the stomach by vomit- 
ing, this will at once neutralize the sour 
condition of that organ, and relieve the 
nausea, and if vomiting have not taken 
place, the combination of the alkali with 
the acid contents of the stomach will 
usually induce action enough to cause 
vomiting, which of course is desirable to 
an extent of unloading the stomach of 
its contents, after which I give more of 
the saleratus water, which will soon stop 
the vomiting. Then, with a small 2-oz. 
metallic syringe, which I always carry — 
one with a ring on the end of the piston, 
so that it can be used with one hand, is 
the best — I use a small clyster composed 
of from one-half to one teaspoonful of 
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laudanum, of which I always carry a 
small phial, and enough of the saleratus 
water to nearly or quite fill the syringe ; 
this to be gently thrown into the rectum 
by yourself, or the nurse, if you can de- 
pend upon her doing it faithfully; tell 
them if the patient vomits to give the 
saleratus water, of course, not omitting 
to apply external warmth or irritants, 
as may be necessary, and then go back 
to , your bed again, seldom staying in 
the house more than twenty minutes. 

I have treated a great many cases in 
this way — a hundred at least — and as 
yet have never been called to the same 
patient twice in the same night, an event 
which happened far too often when I 
used other means for controlling the 
disease. There is no dread, lest by 
mistake on the part of attendants, an 
overdose of opiate may be administered. 
The laudanum acts as a sedative and 
also a stimulant, just what the patient 
needs, and the dose, from a half to one 
teaspoonful of laudanum, by clyster, 
would not be likely, under any circum- 
stances, to do harm. — [Med. and Surg. 
Rep. 

Iodine and its Preparations in the 
Therapeutics of Infancy. — In a clin- 
ical lecture delivered at the Paris Hos- 
pital for Children, M. Jules Simon lays 
particular stress upon the following 
points : — Tincture of iodine should not 
be applied pure in tubercular children ; 
it should be diluted with either glycer- 
ine or some unguent. Neither iodide 
or potassium nor iodide of iron should 
be given to children under two years of 
age, except perhaps in cases of acute 
hereditary syphilis, where small doses 
may be administered. It may be given 
to the nurse if the child has not been 
weaned. Older children bear the drug 
well. — [Boston Med. Journal. 



Abstracts and Gleanings. 

Veratrum Viride in Puerperal 
Convulsions. — Much discussion was 

occasioned by a paper read by Dr. 
Fordyce, before Med. Association of 
Central New York, in which he claimed 
a peculiar adaptation of Veratrum Vi- 
ride to the relief of convulsions resulting 
from uremia. He affirms " Albuminu- 
ria is the principal and the only patho- 
logical condition that for any length of 
time precedes convulsions; the same 
condition that produces the convulsions 
in albuminuria is, also, sometimes de- 
veloped in pregnancy, and during the 
progress of labor by uterine pressure 
upon the bladder and ureters damming 
the urine upon the kidneys ; the secre- 
tion of urine is suspended and urea re* 
tained in excess in the blood, &c," and 
thus he accounts for puerperal convul- 
sions. He then details a number of cases 
in practice as proof of the power of 
veratrum to control the convulsions. 
We extract from one of them the follow- 
ing quotation, which may serve to give 
an idea of his method of using the 
remedy in this formidable affection : 

Case i. The lady had nine convul- 
sions and was comatose and insensible, 
breathing stertorous, etc., " advised 
Verat Viride, ten drops ; repeat in thir- 
ty minutes in reduced doses until vom- 
iting ensues, or pulse is reduced to 
sixty ; convulsions controlled with sec- 
ond dose, and third dose reduced pulse 
to forty-eight ; continue Verat. as soon 
as pulse increases above sixty ; on the 
twenty-ninth, towards night, she became 
conscious, and by the use of Rochelle 
salts and Cream of Tartar and Acet. 
Pot. oedema disappeared ; she became 
quite comfortable, and on the twenty 
first of June, twenty-three days after 
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attack was delivered of a still-born child 
in a stage of great decomposition, with- 
out convulsions or any unfavorable 
symptoms, so far as the mother was 
concerned." 

Solution of Silver in the Treat- 
ment of Orchitis. — Our medical friend 
J. J. Knott, M.D , of Atlanta, (in Med- 
ical and Surgical Reporter), thus re- 
marks : " From an extensive experi- 
ence with the solution of nitrate of 
silver, I am satisfied that it is the 
most effectual remedy we possess for the 
speedy relief of this affection, forty 
eight to sixty-four hours being sufficient 
to effect a cure in the majority of cases. 
My idea is that it operates in the same 
manner as strapping, viz,, by uniform 
pressure, thereby disgorging the blood 
vessels of the parts, and by this means 
relieving the inflamation. I commence 
the treatment by cleansing the scrotum 
with warm water and castilc soap, and 
after drying the parts with a towel, ap- 
ply the following solution with a camel's 
hair pencil : 

R — Argenti nitrat (cryat.), dr. ss 

Aquae destillate, oz. j 

Fiat sol. 

As soon as this application dries, apply 

the following ; 

R — Argenti nitrat (cryst), ...grs.lxxx 

Aquae destillate oz. j 

Sig. — Apply morning and night. 

Should any excoriation of the scrotum 
follow this application, omit it at such 
points. My object in applying the thirty 
grain solution first is to protect the parts 
from the excoriating effects of the 
eighty-grain solution. Before I adopted 
this plan, I experienced some trouble 
on this account. Should the orchitis be 
complicated with secondary syphilis, the 
usual constitutional means should be 
employed in addition to the local treat- 
ment. J. J. Knott, M.D. 



The Distinctions Between the 
Action of Chloral and Opium. — In 

his recently published work on Treat- 
ment, Dr. J. Milner Fothcrgill speaks 
as follows, in discriminating between the 
respective uses of opium and chloral : — 
" Chloral hydrate is a drug which stands 
second to opium only as an agent which 
depresses nervous action. There are 
differences, however, betwixt the actions 
of these two agents, which are far from 
unimportant. We have just seen that 
for the production of sleep two factors 
are necessary, viz : cerebral anaemia and 
a quiescent state of the cerebral cells. 
Opium acts more pronouncedly upon the 
cells than the circulation, whilst the 
effects of chloral are most markedly felt 
by the circulation, and to a less extent 
by the cells. Thus in old days a de- 
pressant, as tartar emetic, was combined 
with opium in conditions of sleepless- 
ness due to vascular excitement. In 
such conditions chloral is the hypnotic 
par excellence. * * Where vascular 
pain and excitement co-exist, then chlo- 
ral and opium should be combined. * * 
It also acts upon the cerebrum and the 
centres at the base of the brain, whilst 
it has a decided effect upon reflex irri- 
tability. From its double effect upon 
the nervous system directly and upon 
the circulation, chloral has been found 
very useful in the treatment of mania — 
much more useful than opium. Chloral 
too, is an excellent remedy in cases of 
cerebral irritability from overwork, 
giving calip, refreshing sleep." — [Medical 
and Surgical Reporter. 

A New Bloodless Operation. — 
Wm. Powell, M.D., of Miss., (in Amen 
Med. Bi-Weekly), thus describes a new 
bloodless operation : 

A negro woman requested me a short 
time since to get a piece of needle ou - 
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of her arm, which she said had been 
accidentally lodged there about three 
years ago. I seated her near a table, 
applied a tourniquet buckled loosely 
about the middle of the arm, with the 
pad over the brachial artery ; I then 
elevated the arm, with the hand v higher 
than her head ; an assistant pressed the 
pad, so as to stop the circulation in the 
artery; I then rubbed the hand and 
arm, forcing the blood from the limb 
through the veins to the body, then 
tightened the band of the tourniquet 
so as to prevent all circulation of blood 
in the limb beyond ; I then laid the 
hand on the table, made an incision 
through the skin about an inch long and 
extracted a piece of needle half an inch 
in length. The tissues were entirely 
blanched ; I dressed the wound before 
removing the tourniquet, and did not 
see a particle df blood, the knife was 
not stained. This case demonstrates 
very fully the fact that the bloodless 
operation can be performed on the ex- 
tremities without any new contrivance, 
the ordinary tourniquet being fully suf- 
ficient. 

New Observations Concerning 

the Therapeutic Action of Car- 
bolized Camphor. — Dr. Soulez pub- 
lishes, in La France Medicale, of Janu- 
ary ii* 1877, a series of cases in which 
he successfully employed the carbolized 
camphor. This antiseptic, of which he 
speaks so highly, is obtained by dissolv- 
ing nine grammes of the crystals of car- 
bolic acid in one gramme of alcohol ; to 
two grammes of this solution is then 
added twelve grammes of powdered 
catnphor— the syrup-like liquid which re- 
sults is the carbolized camphor. For 
dressings the carbolized camphor is re- 
duced (one part to nineteen of olive oil 
or oil of sweet almonds), and in the 



mixture are saturated square pieces of 
lint, which are then applied, one over 
the other, to the wound ; these are cov- 
ered by a sheet of thin india-rubber, 
and on this, again, dry lint is bound 
with a bandage. M. Soulez claims for 
this dressing three great advantages ; 
suppression of pain after the operation, 
absence of febrile reaction, and, finally, 
rapid cicatrization. — Clinic. 

Pills of Sulphate of Quinia. — H. 
P. Reynolds, in the Amer. Journal of 
Pharmacy, recommends the following 
formula : 

Quiniae sulph. gr. 600; acid tar- 
taric, gr. 100 ; glycerin, min. 75. Rub 
the quinia and acid together in a mortar 
to a fine powder till no appearance of 
crystals remains, add the glycerin — just 
seventy-five minims, no more, no less — 
and continue the trituration till the 
powder becomes adherent, when it 
should be beaten into proper form for 
handling and divided into the requisite 
number of pills. The mass is firm, sol- 
id, rolls well, does not set for some 
hours — is, in fact, a " beautiful mass," 
and the pills will be found quite small 
for their weight, very white if rolled in 
starch powder, and, however old or dry 
they may become, they remain per- 
fectly and entirely soluble. — Pacific 
Medical Jour. 

Baking Powder.— This is usually 
made by mixing three parts of dry so- 
dium bicarbonate with three parts of 
farina, and intimately incorporating with 
it two parts of dry tartaric acid. The 
mixture must be put up and kept in 
air-tight cans or boxes, and must be well 
protected from moisture, as this would 
cause the acid to react upon the bicar- 
bonate.— [New Remedies. 
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International Medical Congress 

— Section of Medicine. — Dr. J. J. 
Woodward, Surgeon U. S. A., Reporter, 
read a paper on "Typho-Malarial Fever; 
is it a Special Type of Fever ?" After 
a general introduction, in which he re- 
ferred to the duration of war as an 
element of mortality from sickness, and 
to the statistics of the Prussian army 
during their last great war. he discussed 
the subject of camp fevers in our army, 
especially when complicated with ma- 
larial influences. He sketched the his- 
tory of typho-malarial fever, as reported 
by different surgeon?, and argued that 
such hybrid combinations were not new 
in armies, illustrating this with historical 
facts He contended that typho-ma- 
larial is not a special type of fever ; it is 
no new disease, but a hybrid. He re- 
ferred at considerable length to those 
who had sustained his views, and to 
others who had opposed them. 

Dr. Bartholow, of Cincinnati, replied 
to the charge of acrimony made by the 
reporter against him. He said he had 
simply objected to the erection, by Dr. 
Woodward, of a new type of disease. 

Dr. N. S. Davis, of Chicago, said he 
saw little need of controversy ; he was 
almost surprised that it was necessary to 
combat the idea of introducing a new 
disease. The phenomena of this ming- 
ling had been common to him. In Chi- 
cago, malarial disease was the common 
form ; typhus, when it did exist, was im- 
ported. In the progress of filling up 
tke city, the malarious influence had 
gradually disappeared, and for ten years 
typhoid was gradually on the increase, 
owing to the peculiar water arrange- 
ments. After a time typhus had pre- 
dominated. To him it was a surprise 
that any criticism should be made con- 
cerning the two diseases being present 



at the same time. The sooner we re- 
cognize this capability for mingling, 
among diseases, the sooner will we clear- 
ly recognize and understand the ming- 
ling in this case. 

Dr. Scott, of Ohio, said he had always 
lived in a malarious country, and recog- 
nized this complexity and union of dis- 
eases. Early, it was true, this mingling 
was not so pronounced, but as civiliza- 
tion advanced, it rapidly grew to be so. 
He thought these discussions were of 
use, because we do not understand the 
treatment of the affection. Quinine 
will not check it, although it can be 
used to check the malarious condition. 
He had seen scurvy, while in Nashville, 
in 1864, in connection with this disease, 
and he therefore agreed with Dr. Wood- 
ward. 

Dr. Pepper said he feared the employ- 
ment of specific terms in such cases, es- 
pecially as it concerns young men, for it 
gives rise on their part to a lack of 
knowledge of the real danger present. 

Dr. Reed, of Camden, objected to a 
term that signifies two specific affections. 

On motion, the paper was referred to 
the Section for publication. 

[We had a case of the above character, 
recently, wherein there was decided in- 
termissions and sweats, with red, dry 
tongue. Quinine made no favorable 
impression after ten days' use, but rath- 
er irritated the stomach. The case 
yielded, after four days use, to Fluid 
Ex. Eucalyptus, ten drops every three 
hours. Suspended during the night, and 
the free use of lemonade allowed, the 
patient having a thirst for acids. W.] 

Treatment of Coxalgia.— Prof. 
Lewis A. Sayre, Reporter, then read a 
paper on this subject, which elicited con- 
siderable discussion. The following 
were the conclusions deduced from it : 
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1st. Morbus coxarius is a disease pe- 
culiar to early childhood, or the age of 
reckless indifference. 

2. It is almost always of traumatic 
origin, and not necessarily connected 
with vitiated constitution. 

3d. Rest and freedom from pressure 
of the parts involved, while at the same 
time the rest of the body is allowed 
free exercise in the open air, and a nu- 
tritious diet, is the best treatment yet 

devised. 

4th. If this plan of treatment is adopt- 
ed in the early stages, the majority of 
cases will recover, with nearly if not 
perfect motion, and without deformity. 

5th. In the advanced second stage,when 
absorption cannot be produced, then 
it is better to puncture or aspirate the 
joint and remove its contents, than to 
leave it to rupture by ulceration. 

6th, In the third stage, where the treat- 
ment here recommended has been prop- 
erly applied without satisfactory im- 
provement, but progressive caries con- 
tinues, then exsection of the diseased 
bones is not only justifiable, but abso- 
lutely necessary. 

7th. The operation of exsection of the 
hip is easily performed, and attended 
with no danger. 

8th. After exsection of the hip-joint 
in cases ot caries, the recovery is much 
more rapid and certain, and infinitely 
more perfect as to form, motion, and 
the usefulness of the joint and limb, 
than when left to the slow process of 
nature's exfoliation. — Med. Record, 

Anaesthesia. — Dr. Addinell Hewson, 
of Philadelphia, read a paper on " An- 
aesthesia, as produced by Nitrous Oxide 
and Rapid Breathing." 

He stated the method had been sug- 
gested to him by W. G. Bonwell, a den- 
tist of Philadelphia, and he had tried it 



in a number of cases, in public and pri 
vate practice, with varying but satisfac- 
tory results. The method pursued was 
to cause the patient to breathe from 
forty to fifty times in the minute, the 
effect of which in from three to five 
minutes was a tingling of the surface, 
with flush face. Consciousness remained 
unimpaired, and the patient would per- 
form any act desired, but was rendered 
totally devoid of sensibility. This meth- 
od would be advantageous for short 
minor operations, especially those about 
the nose, throat, etc. The process oc- 
cupied a longer time in young people 
and in cold weather. He explained the 
theory of its action by the retention in 
the blood of carbonic acid. — Med. Rec 

Inunctions in Syphilis. — Inunc- 
tions are admitted by Fournier to be 
useful in the following cases: 

1. In case of serious lesions, which it 
is necessary to act upon surely and rap- 
idly. 

2. In cases which are rebellious to 
other methods. 

3. In cases in which mercury is not 
tolerated by the stomach. 

There can be no question but that in- 
unction is the method par excellence in 
iritis. Cases are not infrequently met 
where, the internal use of mercury hav- 
ing proved of no avail, the employment 
of inunctions is followed by a rapid and 
satisfactory result. — Dr. Harlingen in 
Med. Times. 

Antidote for Carbolic Acid. — 

As this acid is now so extensively used, 
it may be of some importance to make 
known the antidotes which have been 
proposed. M. Ferrand advises the fol- 
lowing : white sugar, fifteen parts ; water, 
forty parts ; quicklime, five parts, form- 
ing a sacharate of lime. — Oregon Med. 
Journal. 
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Agents Affecting the Secreton of 

THE Bile. — Professor Rutherford and 
M. Vignallhave continued their observa- 
tions on cholagogue drugs. They em- 
ployed euonymin, sanguinarin, iridin, 
leptandrin, ipecacuanha, colocynth, and 
jalap. The animals used for experiment 
were invariably dogs, and each experi- 
ment lasted an entire day. The various 
substances were always injected directly 
into the duodenum. I. In regard to 
euonymin, it was found that five grains 
mixed with boiling water powerfully 
stimulated the liver. It is an active 
purgative in the human subject. 2 In 
regard to sanguinarin, three grains, and 
one grain in two different experiments, 
mingled with a little bile, powerfully 
stimulated the liver, but rendered the 
bile more watery, though more biliary 
matter was secreted in a given time. 
The secretion of the intestinal glands 
was slightly increased. 3. In regard to 
iridin, five grains mixed with a little bile 
and water very powerfully stimulated 
the liver. It is not so powerful as large 
doses (four grains) of podophyllum, but 
it is more powerful than euonymin. Ir- 
din is also a decided stimulant of the 
intestinal glands. 4. Leptandrin is a 
stimulant, but only a feble one. 5. Ipe- 
cacuanha, when given in doses of sixty 
grains, powerfully stimulated the liver. 
Even three grains had an effect on a 
dog weighing seventeen pounds. The 
bile secreted was of normal composition, 
as regards the biliary matter proper. 
No purgative effect was produced, but 
there was an increased secretion of mu- 
cus in the small intestine. 6. Colocynth 
is a hepatic stimulant of considerable 
power. It renders the bile more watery, 
but nevertheless increases the secretion 
of biliary matter. It is also a power- 
ful stimulant of the intestinal glands. 



7. Lastly, the results of the experiments 
with jalap showed that the drug is a he- 
patic stimulant of considerable power. 
It renders the bile more watery, but at 
the same time increase the secretion of 
biliary matter. Its effect on the liver is, 
however, far less notable than its effects 
on the intestinal glands. — The Journal 
of Anatomy and Physiology. 

The Blue Light Cure.— It has been 

remarked that this is an age of progress 
and invention. The latest excitement 
in the way of remedial agents is what 
is termed as above. It consists in plac- 
ing the patient in a position where the 
sun's rays, striking through blue glass, 
will fall upon the afflicted part. The 
most remarkably beneficial results are 
attributed to this novel treatment, and 
the numerous cures effected by it are 
beginning to attract the attention of the 
medical profession. Several hospitals 
are being fitted with blue glass window 
panes, which are arranged alternate with 
the white ones. It is not an unusual 
thing to see huge plates ot blue glass 
displayed for sale in stores whose trade 
is other than in window glass. We pre- 
sume that druggists will be obliged to 
go into this new " remedy," and get a 
stock of blue glass on hand, to supply 
the demand. — Drug. Advertiser. 



How to make Leeches Bite. — A 
Mr. James P. Myles, of Parsonstown 
(Dub. Med. Press and Circ), has always 
made leeches bite by placing them in 
an apple properly hollowed out, and ap- 
plying them over the part. 



Sulpho Cyanide of Potassum, has 
the property of rendering old and fa- 
ded letters legible. First make a solu- 
tion in water and dip the letter into it, 
and while damp expose to the fumes of 
hot hydro chloric acid. 
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Thermometry in Diseases.— We 
fear that too many practitioners are 
neglecting the use of the thermometer 
as a means of diagnosis and prognosis. 
The axilla is the best part for ascertain- 
ing the temperature of the body. The 
rectum is also a good part for determin- 
ing the temperature. An increase of 
i° of Fahr. corresponds with an increase 
in the pulse of ten beats per minute. 
The range of temperature in health is ■ 
from 97-92 to 99 . In fevers the ther- 
mometer may mark 106 108 in the 
armpit. When it stands 98.50° it 
shows derangement of health When 
it reaches ioi°-lo5° the fever is severe: 
if above 105° the patient's condition is 
dangerous; with io8°-io9° death will 
ensue in a short time. 

In typhoid fever a temperature which 
does not exceed in the evening 103.5 
indicates a mild course of fever. 105° 
in the evening and 104° in the forenoon 
indicates a protracted and dangerous 
case. In pneumonia 104 marks a severe 
attack — a like temperature in rheuma- 
tism is alarming. A falling temperature 
from evening to morning is favorable 
but the reverse is unfavorable. 

Eau de Cologne as an Anesthetic- 
— At a recent meeting of the Nice So- 
ciety of Medicine, Dr. Hugues present- 
ed some observations upon the anaes- 
thetic influence of Eau de Cologne, 
which he had recently noticed. In one 
instance, that of a young lady afflicted 
with tubercular consumption, and with 
whom injections of morphine and the 
use of chloral had failed to produce the 
desired repose, a friend suggested atrial 
of eau de cologne, which she had already 
used with success in similar circumstan- 
ces on some twenty different occasions. 
An immediate experiment was made, 
by placing a handkerchief well mois- 



tened with cologne under the nostrils of 
the invalid, who, in the space of seven 
minutes, sank into a profound slumber. 
The same experiment was repeated in 
other cases, with excellent results — 
Med. and Surg. Reporter, 



The Indianapolis Sun has taken 
high rank among the political newspa- 
pers of the country, and is edited with 
marked ability. It is fearless and can- 
did in the discussion of leading ques- 
tions ©f reform, especially in currency 
and finance. For terms see advertise- 
ment elsewhere. 



Typographical Errors. — We have 
carefully endeavored to avoid these, but 
in the hurry and confusion which exists 
in our large printing establishments 
such things must be expected occasion- 
ally. Several occurred in our last Issue 
which we trust to the good sense of our 
readers to correct. 



Turns* * Co 'a Nxw Tmwnam. — 
Quo. Trmuint & Oo., 67 Chatham St., Hew 
York, inventors ud mannfaotnreri of the 
thermometer represented above, claim for 
it: 

1, The registering portion of index can- 
not be united with the main column of 
mercury in the bulb except by design. Tlie 
device of the" bend "fulflla the object of 
guarding against accidental loes of Index. 

1. Hie scale is graduated Id M", and la 
identical in every reepeet with ttiet of a 
four-inch thermometer, whereaa the bent 
themtomoter la Ipse than Z% inches in 
length. 

S. The portion of the thermometer inter- 
Tening between the bulb and the oom- 
menoeroent of the scale liee in Juxtaposi- 
tion to the bulb, and the amending meroury 
is therefore subjected to the warmth of tho 
parte aa well a* the bulb, and is not ex- 
posed to external temperature . 

*. It will not roll. The advantage of til- 
ls tter feature will be readily recognized and 
appreciated. 

The thermometers are safely carried in 
a neat moroooo ease (lancet oaae etyle>, 
lined with velvet, and can be conveniently 
placed in the vest pocket, being but 3% 
inches in length, and but % inch wide ; 
prioetS.GO. 
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ACONITE IN HEADACHE. 

Aconite is adapted to the treatment of 
congestive headaches attended with cold 
extremities. It acts by dilating the 
peripheral bloodvessels and thus relieves 
the cerebrum. 

CHLORAL HYDRATE IN TETANUS. 

Cases of Tetanus treated successfully 
with the above agent are reported in the 
Journals. As recovery from this affec- 
tion is extremly rare it is well to note 
the above fact Very large doses are 
required. In one case the patient hav- 
ing suffered three days without any re- 
lief, and there being scarcely a ray of 
hope, ten grammes (150 grs.) of the 
remedy were thrown into the rectum. 
The patient obtained some sleep, and 
next day the dose was repeated — again 
followed by improvement. It was con- 
tinued from day to day, both by mouth 
and rectum for ten or twelve days, until 
the patient was convalescent. 

PRESCRIPTIONS AND FORMULiE 

VOMITING IN PREGNANCY. 

For this troublesome affection a writer 
in Medical and Surgical Reporter states 
that he used the following remedy suc- 
cessfully for five years : 

R — Pot bromide dr. iij ; 

Tine, columbo dr. ij ; 

x&ciuae* •• •••••••• ••••••••••• .oz. 11. xvi. 

S. Give a teaspoonful every three hours* 

Dr. Chandler, in Louisville Medical 
News, submits the following : 

CHILL TONIC. 

R — Chinoidine. oz. ss; 

Subcarb iron dr. ij ; 

Aloes dr. ij ; 

Capsicum dr. j ; 

Fowler's solution fl. oz. j ; 

Whisky - oz. vij. M. 

S. Take a tablespoonful three times a 



day of the mixture, and continue for a 
fortnight 

ATONIC DYSPEPSIA AND CARDIALGIA. 

R — Yellow-root oz. ij ; 

Nitrate of potash oz. j; 

Willow charcoal oz. ss. 

M. Take a teaspoonful of the powder 
in half a glass of water before meals ; 
also 

R — Tinct.iron muriate ....oz. j ; 

Tinct nux vomica oz. j. 

M. Ten to fifteen drops after meals. 
Regulate the quantity and quality of 
diet; prescribe hours of recreation, 
cheerful company at meals, and attempt 
to divert the mind of patient as much 
as possible from his malady during meals 
and the times of digestion. 

AMENORRHEA IN ANEMIC SUBJECTS. 

R — Sulph. iron dr. jss; 

Guaiacum dr. ij ; 

Myrrh dr. j; 

Gentian . dr2 ij ; 

Aloes dr. ij; 

Blood-root dr. ss; 

Whisky pt. ij. 

M. Dessertspoonful three times a day ; 
also apiol drops v every three or four hours 
during the expected menstrual period 
and for some few days previous. This, 
with warmcoxaeluvia morning and night 
to invite the menstrual molimen, will 
seldom disappoint the practitioner in its 
results. 

HOOPING COUGH. 

R — Croton chloral hydratc.gr. xl; 

Tinct. belladonnas fl. oz. ss; 

Syrup pruni virg fl. oz. vss. 

M. Teaspoonful three times a day for 
a child five years of age ; to be increased 
or diminished with the exigencies of the 
case, the persistency of the attack, the 
age of the patient, etc 
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COMMON COUGH MIXTURE. 

R — Morphiae sulphatis... gr. iij ; 

Acid hydrocyanicidil...fl. dr. ij; 
Syr. pruni, virg fl. oz. vj. 

M. S. Teaspoonful every four to six 
hours. 

FOR SCROFULA. 

R — Indian hemp oz. j ; 

Sarsaparilla oz.j; 

Burdock oz.j; 

Poke-root dr. j. 

Add half a gallon of water and reduce 
by boiling to about a pint ; strain and 
add one pound of sugar ; reduce to one 
pint and add 

R — I od. potass oz. ss; 

Citrate iron oz, ss. 

Of this mixture give a teaspoonful three 
times a day to a child ten or fifteen 
years of age. 

CATARRH OF THE BLADDER. 

R — Acetate potash dr. ijss; 

Bromide potassium dr. ijss; 

Tinct. hyoscyamus... fl. oz. j ; 

Infus. buchu pt. j. 

M. Dose, two ounces every three to 
six hours. 

CHRONIC RHEUMATISM. 

R — Guaiacum oz. j ; 

Black cohosh ,dr. ij ; 

Blue cohosh dr. ij; 

Rhubarb dr. j ; 

Wine colchicum fl. oz. ij ; 

Iodi. potassium oz. ss; 

w msicy •••*•••• •*.. ........ p l ij . 

M. Dessertspoonful three times a day. 

R — Camphor oz. j ; 

Chloral hydrate oz. ss ; 

Chloroform oz. jss; 

Soap liniment oz. ijss. 

M. Make a liniment S. Use locally 
for the relief of pain. 



PRACTICAL NOTES. 



Ginger Beer.- White sugar 5 lbs. ; 
lemon juice 1 gill ; honey ^ lb. ; bruised 
ginger 5 ounces; water 4J gallons. 
Boil the ginger 30 minutes in 3 quarts 
of the water; when cold put in the 
other ingredients and strain ; add the 
white of an egg well beaten, with a 
teaspoonful of lemon essence. In four 
days bottle. — Scientific American. 

Swollen Joints from Rheuma- 
tism. — Dissolve \ lb. of saltpetre in the 
smallest quantity of water possible and 
add alcohol in small quantities at a time 
until 1 pint is used, constantly stirring, 
otherwise the salt will be precipitated. 
Bathe the parts. 

An excellent sedative water for 
external application for bruises or aches 
is composed of ammonia 2 ozs. ; tinct. 
camphor 2^ drachms ; common salt 2 
ozs., and water 2 pints. Mix and dis- 
solve without heat. — Scientific Amer. 

FOR BURNS apply cotton batting, or 
old, soft linnen, smeared in a mixture 
prepared by beating together the 
whites of eggs and melted lard, in the 
proportion of a tablespoonful lard to 
each egg. 

Falling Hair. — Glycerin, and tinct. 
capsicum each 2 oz ; oil bergomot 1 
drachm ; mix and perfume to suit. Dress 
the hair with this. Wash the head oc- 
casionally with soft water and fine soap. 

LEMONS may be kept by varnishing 
them with a solution of shellac in alcohol. 

A pint of milk taken each night be- 
fore going to bed, will fatten the lean- 
est — it is said. 

Stove Blacking. — Mix black lead 
well with white of eggs. Put on with 
paint brush and when dry polish with 
hard brush. 
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Toothache. — The pain is very often 
caused by acid saliva. When this is the 
case, pledgets of cotton soaked in a y 
strong solution of bicarbonate of sod 
and water will give instant relief. 

Dentrific. — Castile soap }£ drachm ; 

dissolved in alcohol i ounce ; water ^ 

ounce ; glycerine # ounce ; color with 

cochineal fand flavor with pepermint, 
winter green and clove oil. 

Lime Water. — Slake 4 oz. lime with 
a little distilled water, then add distilled 
water to make 1 gallon. Cover the ves 
sel and set aside for 3 hours. Pour off 
the clear liquor for use. 

Hydro Bromic Ether, M. Rabutoau 
says, holds an intermediate place, as an 
anaesthetic, between chloroform, bromo- 
form and ether. This is a new anaes- 
thetic. 

For Itching Chilblains.— Oil tur- 
pentine 2 oz ; camphor 3 drachms ; oil 
cajeput 1 drachm. Mix and rub in with 
gentle friction. 

Muscular Rheumatism is said to 
be cured by one drop of liquor ammonia 
in a glass of water every two or three 
hours. 

One pint of mustard seed in abarrel 
of cider, after it has fermented, will 
keep it sweet. Bung the barrel tight. 

A GILL of glue dissolved in water to 
which a tablespoonful of glycerine is 
added will stick leather, paper or wood 

Cologne Water, {Nice Medical) has 
been found by Dr. Hugues to induce 
anaesthesia in several cases. 

Harness Blacking. — Dissolve 5 or 
6 sticks of block sealing wax in a pint 
of alcohol. 

For Cracked Skin of Hands, use 

spermaciti ointment. 

Gasoline forms a nice and efficacious 
application to extensive burns. 



SCIENTIFIC ITEMS. 



It is interesting to see how the sai 
idea under specifically different forms is 
represented in the animal kingdom in 
the different portions of the earth. 
Take the idea which finds its expression 
in the ox, for example. In Africa we 
find the ox in the form of the Cape buf- 
falo, very ferocious, and horns of great 
width. In India the Ami, whose enor- 
mous horns are ten feet apart from tip 
to tip ; in Tartary, the grunting cow or 
yak, which has a long mane upon the 
back and a tail something like a horse* 
and in western North America, the 
Buffalo, etc. — Pop. Science Monthly. 

The Telephone— An apparatus for 
transmitting by telegraph the sounds of 
the human voice, was invented by Prof. 
Bell of Boston, and has, by recent ex- 
periment, over a distance of 18 miles, in 
the presence of an audience in Boston, 
been successfully tested ; so that the 
prophetic question of Job, (chap, xxxviii, 
35.), propounded about 1500 years be- 
fore the Christian era, may now be af- 
firmatively answered : " Canst thou 
send lightnings, that they may go, and 
say unto thee, Here we are ?" 

A Changeable Star. — M. Klein has 
discovered that the star Ursae Majoris 
in " the Dipper," the one of the two 
pointers nearest the Pole Star, shows a 
periodical change of color, presenting a 
number of shades between intense fiery 
red and yellow, the length of the period 
being thirty- five days. 

Plural Births.— In the last ten 
years plural births have increased in 
Prussia from 114 m 10,000 to 123. Of 
these 99 per cent, were twins. Triplets 
were somewhat less than 1 per cent. In 
over 6,000,000 births there were 79 
cases of four at a birth, and one case of 
five. 



Editorial and Miscellaneous. 



"All communications relating to the business of 
The Reoobd, for the year 1877. must be addressed to 

DR. B. C. WORD, 
Business Manager, Southern Med. Rec., 

Atlanta, Ga. 

(9-Brief and practical communications are solicited 
on all subjects pertaining to medicine, also reports of 
oases in practice. 

tsTSend money by check, postal order, or registered 
letter. 

49*Write your name, post-office, county and State 
plainly. 



TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS. 



It is believed that not more than one 
physician in ten takes and pays for a 
medical journal. The result is that 
scarce one in ten keep pace with the pro- 
gress of the profession, or contribute 
anything to its advancement. This is 
unfortunate and wrong. We, as journ- 
alists, are doing all that we can to induce 
the members of the profession to read, 
to improve themselves, and to push for- 
ward the car of medical progress. But 
we labor under the difficulty of not be- 
ing able to see and talk with them per- 
sonally. Appeals made through our 
journal they do not see, and circulars 
sent out are too often not read, or at- 
tract but transcient notice. We believe 
that there are thousands of practitioners, 
who, if talked to, personally, in regard 
to the importance of medical journals 
and their duty to read and keep up with 
the advancement of the profession, 
•could be readily induced to subscribe 
for the Record. We, therefore, again 
urge our subscribers, as we have often 
-done before, to think of this matter, 
and aid us in extending our circulation. 
Every man has some friend or acquaint- 
ance whom he can influence to sub- 



scribe. We earnestly request our friends 
to help us. We have certain improve- 
ments in contemplation for our journal 
which will accrue to the benefit of our 
readers, but we need a large list of sub- 
scribers to be able to accomplish them. 
Take hold then, friends, and work for 
us. It will help us, and enable us the 
better to serve you. It will benefit 
those whom you induce to subscribe. 
It will tend to elevate the profession, 
and wiU promote the public good. 



PROFESSIONAL BROTHERHOOD. 



It is a matter to be regretted that 
there does not exist among medical 
men that degree of social feeling and 
brotherhood that may be seen amongst 
members of the legal profession, or 
other callings. This should not be so. 
Medical men in every community should 
foster and encourage a kindly and so- 
cial feeling for each other. It is a mis- 
take to suppose that one can the better 
promote his business interest by envy 
and opposition to business competitors. 
The opposite is true and in the end proves 
to be the best policy. Medical societies, 
by throwing physicians often together, 
are calculated to drive off jealousies and 
promote social feeling. We, therefore, 
recommend our medical brethren every- 
where, whether in city, village, or coun- 
try to organize medical societies ; culti- 
vate a feeling of professional regard and 
brotherhood; talk with each other; talk 
for each other, and work for each other, 
and you will find it best for yourselves, 
best for your patrons, and best for the 
profession at large. 
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MEDICAL EXAMINING BOARD. 
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Complaints reach us that in many 
places druggists and drug clerks are pre- 
scribing for patients. It is not neces- 
sary for us to say that in the State of 
Georgia this is unlawful. They are not 
even authorized to sell drugs without 
license from the Examining Board of the 
State, and heavy penalties attach to the 
violation of this law. Doctors who 
hold diplomas from legitimate Insti- 
tutions are authorized to practice and to 
sell drugs without license from the State 
Board. But practitioners not graduates, 
can neither sell drugs nor practice med- 
icine in Georgia, without such license. 
Nor are certain old women and negroes, 
as is the case in this city, authorized to 
practice medicine. It is not, however, 
incumbent upon the Board to hunt up 
and prosecute these cases, but it is the 
duty of every good citizen to report 
such violations, and judges of courts 
should charge the juries in reference to 
this, as to other encroachments upon the 
laws of the State. P. 



COUNTRY PHYSICIANS. 
The Southern Medical Record is 

in a very large degree sustained by coun- 
try physicians. While it has been and 
will continue to be our aim to interest 
and benefit all classes of the profession, 
we confess to a peculiar pleasure in hav- 
ing obtained the good will and support 
of our brethren of the country. Many 
years of our early professional life was 
spent in the country, and we retain a 
feeling recollection of the trials and re- 
sponsibilities of country practice. We 
sympathize with these brethren, we 
know their wants and shall labor to 
make our journal more and more the 
favorite of the country and village 
doctor. 



We trust that they will appreciate 
our efforts, and will interest themselves 
in extending our circulation. 

We hope, also, that they will write for 
our journal. We know that there are 
among them many intelligent thinkers 
and workers in the profession— men 
whose extraordinary success in the un- 
assisted emergencies of country practice, 
proves them to be possessed of good 
common sense and fine practical judg- 
ment. Such men must have discovered 
irt the varied experiences of country 
practice, many useful facts, which, if pub* 
lished, would add to the stock of our 
knowledge and promote the progress of 
medical science. We hope that such 
will write for our journal. We want 
brief, pointed and practical facts. 
Whether they be, or be not, elegantly 
expressed, is not material. Valuable 
formulae and reports of cases illustrating 
the success of new agents and principles 
in practice are particularly desired. W. 

ARKANSAS STATE MEDICAL 
ASSOCIATION. 

It would appear from a circular sent 
us by the Secretary of the Arkansas State 
Medical Association, that the American 
Medical Association, at its last meeting, 
excommunicated that body, recogniz^ 
ing in its stead a later organization 
known as the State of Arkansas Medical 
Society. From the vigor and earnest- 
ness with which the facts and grievances 
are set forth in this circular, it is evident 
that the controversy between the two 
Societies has become very animated 
and exciting. 

If the statements contained in this 
circular can be satisfactorily established 
at the next meeting of the American 
Medical Association, thereby showing 
the grounds of their previous ruling to 
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have been unfounded, and their action 
hasty and unjust, it would seem incum- 
bent upon that body to retrace its steps, 
and take such action as will be impar- 
tial, and. in strict conformity with truth 
and justice. ^^ 

American Medical AssociATiON.-The twenty- 
eighth Annual Session will be held in the city of 
Chicago, III., on Tuesday, June 5, 1877, in Far- 
well Hall, at 11 a.m. 

The following Committees are expected to re- 

C)n Influence of Climate on Pulmonary Diseases 
in Florida— Dr. E. T. Sabal.Fla., Chairman. 
On Animal Vaccination— Dr. Henry A. Martin, 

Mhss., Chairman. T m 

On the Inheritance of 8yphilis— Dr. J. W. 
Thompson, Ky., Chairman. \ t 

On Prize Essays— Dr. N. 8. Davis, 111., Chair- 
man. __, ._. . 

On Necrology— Dr. S. C. Chew, Md. f Chair- 
man. _. _ 

On Catalogue of National Library— Dr. H. C. 

Wood, Pa., Chairman. . 

Practice of Medicine, Materia Medica, and 
Physiology— Dr. P. Q. Robinson, St. Louis, Mo., 

Chairman. 

Committee appointed to report to this Section: 

On Clinical Observations— Dr. N. 8. Davis, 111., 
Chairman. 

ObateiTics and Diseases of Women and Chil- 
dren— Dr. James P. White, Buffalo, M. Y., Chair- 
man. 

8urgery and Anatomy — Dr. Moses Gunn, Chi- 
cago, I1L, Secretary. 

Medical Jurisprudence, Chemistry, and Psy- 
chology— Dr. Eugene Qrissom, Raleigh, N. C, 
Chairman. 

State Medicine and Public Hygiene— Dr. Ezra 
M.Hunt, Metuchen, N. J., Chairman. 

W. B. ATKINSON, M.D., Philadelphia, 

Permanent Secretary. 



The Efizoott has again broke out among the 
horses in New York aud Brooklyn, and this time 
with increased mortality. It will be remembered 
that when it occurred two years ago it was not 
attended with much fatality— that it spread rap- 
idly from New York southward, and prevailed 
extensively in the Southern and Western States, 
affecting both man and beast. In the human 
subject it manifested itself in a form of influenza 
attended with sore throat, cough, etc., and was 
experienced in some degree by nearly everybody. 
It may be looked for again, and in, perhaps, more 
agravated form. During its former prevalence 
we found the administration of quinine and the 
com. syrup of squills, with the solution of the 
chlorate of potassa as a gargle, to give the best 
results in treatment. 

Bellevub Hospital Medical College. — 
See advertisement of this excellent Institution. 



may make it necessary to fall back on the other 
preparations of bark. The Cinchonidia has ac- 
quired quite a reputation as an antfperiodic in 
malarial affections. See advertisement of this 
article by Powers & Weighiman, whose establish- 
ment has been too long and favorably known to 
require commendation at our hands. 



. PAMPHLETS RECEIVED. 

The Importance of the Utebwe Ebb as a Faotob 
in Pelvic Subojeet, by Horatio R. Stobeb, M.D., 
of Boston, U. 8. ; former Vice President of the 
American Medical Association, and member of the 
Medico-Chirargical and Obsterical Societies of Ed- 
inburg. 

This is an able add inteaestiag paoer which we 

hope to notice more fully hereafter. 

The Relations op Medicine to Modern Unbelief: 

A Valedictory Address by Richard O. Cowling, A.M., 

M.D., delivered at the Thirty-ninth Commencement 

of the University of Louisville. 

The Quarterly Journal of Inebriety. — 

The Secretary of the American Association for 

the cure of Inebriates, favors us with a copy of 

their journal containing many interesting articles 

relative to the abuse of alcohol and opium, with 

the transactions of the Association, and other 

contributions from leading Specialists in this new 

field. All communications for subscriptions, etc , 

should be addressed to T. D. Crothers, M. D. 

Secretary, Binghampton, N. T. .,,___, 

We observe, in the opening article by Dr. Cro- 
thers, that he regards "Inebriety as a cerebro- 
psychal disorder, beginning obscurely, followed 
by complex perversions and degenerations, has a 
distinct duration, mortality and progress, which 
can be understood proportionately to the accura- 
cy with which the history of each case is studied " 
eic. rfe regret we have not space to copy this 
valuable paper entire. We wish the Association 
success in its noble work. 



Cinchonidia.— The recent extraordinary ad- 
vance in the price of the Sulphate of Quinine 



Turkish Baths. — As matter of in 
formation and interest to any of our 
readers who may not be acquainted with 
the history and processes of the famous 
Turkish Bath, we publish an article on 
the subject in the present issue, by one, 
who, having long had the bath in suc- 
cessful operation in this city, is prac- 
tically familiar with its details and ef- 
ffects. 

We invite attention to the advertise- 
ment of Geo. J. Howard, Druggist. Mr- 
Howard is a man of high integrity, and 
of well established business reputation in 
this city. We can with confidence and 
pleasure recommend his House to the 
patronage of our readers. 
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Original and Selected Articles. 



CASE OF CEREBRO SPINAL 
MENINGITIS. 



By E. W. LANE, M. D., of Georgia. 

Thinking it might interest some of 
your numerous readers, I send you re- 
port of a case of cerebro spinal meningitis t 
which occurred the latter part of August, 
1876. My little son, aged 15 years, had, 
for two or three days, complained of 
soreness in his legs and arms, and was 
puffed about his eyes. The night pre- 
vious to his attack, he was troubled with 
nightmare, and slept but little. At 
breakfast he ate but little, and com- 
plained of slight headache, but went to 
school as usual. About 3 o'clock p. m., 
my wife received a message that he was 
very sick, and went, with horse and 
buggy, to bring him home. She found 
him suffering with severe headache and 
high fever, with occasional spasmodic 
contractions of the upper extremities. 
Shortly after she got him home, I came 



in, and found him convulsed — Opistho- 
tonos well marked. I was not long in 
making out my diagnosis, and proceeded 
at once to combat the formidable enemy. 
As soon as his muscles were sufficiently 
relaxed, and he could swallow, I gave 
him xv grs. of calomel with j gr. of 
podophylin, shaved both temples and 
scarified them well, and applied cups 
until I drew about six ounces of blood. 
I then applied cold water to his head by 
pouring it from a pitcher held at one or 

two feet distant from his head, and suf- 
fering it to fall in a small stream, until 
several gallons had been poured on his 
head, when* he expressed himself as feel- 
ing better. Soon after I stopped the 
water* his head began to get hot, and in 
a few minutes he had another convulsion. 
After it passed off, which was several 
minutes, I applied a mustard plaster 
about two inches wide over the whole 
length of the spinal column, and gave 
him 20 drops of Tincture Gelseminum 
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Sempervirens. In about half an hour 
afterwards, he had another convulsion, 
after which I gave him 30 drops more. 
In half an hour, he again had a slight 
convulsion. I repeated the dose by 
giving 40 drops more, and in about an 
hour his muscular system became per- 
fectly relaxed, he perspired freely, and 
fell asleep. He slept about two hours, 
when he awoke with another convulsion, 
though not so bad as at first. I gave 
him 30 drops more, and continued to 
give it in 20 drop doses every two hours 
for about five days, during which time, 
whenever, by neglect, or forgetfulness, 
we would suffer him to come from under 
the influence of Gelseminum, the convul- 
sive symptoms would return, but a single 
dose would allay them. I gave no other 
medicine. Gave an injection of soapsuds 
once daily to procure an action on his 
bowels, and occasionally would pour 
cold water on his head when it became 
very hot — frequently applied cold, wet 
cloths to his forehead. He was delirious 
four days and nights, talking foolishly ; 
had to be watched to keep him on his 
bed. On the sixth day he began to 
show signs of returning reason, and on 
the seventh could answer questions and 
ask for water. He continued to mend 
slowly, and at the end of three weeks 
was convalescent, though very weak. 
His hair all fell out, but, by the aid of 
tonics, has recovered his health, grows 
finely, and his mind perfectly good. 

(The above case is interesting as prov- 
ing the great anti-spasmodic powers of 
gelseminum, and the safety with which 
under some circumstances large doses 
oft repeated may be borne. It is a fine 

febrifuge, and quinia will be well borne 
during the febrile exascubation if each 
dose be combined with ten or fifteen 
drops of the gelseminum. — Eds.] 



CONSTIPATION. " 



BY L. B, ANDERSON, of Va. 

I have a venerable patient in his 87th 
year, who from early manhood has 
scarcely had an alvine evacuation oft- 
ener than once in fourteen days. He 
has enjoyed, nevertheless, remarkable 
exemption from disease. There is but 
little doubt, that his kidneys have per- 
formed for many years, more than their 
accustomed labor. And occasionally 
they have, within the last few years suf- 
fered from unusual irritation. His blad- 
der also, has experienced the effect of 
the morbid secretion from the kidneys, 
to a considerable degree, within the last 
three years. During the past winter, 
and up to this time, he has suffered from 
a severe rheumatic affection of the hips, 
loins, bladder and spermatic cord. Du- 
ring this time he has taken large quan- 
tities of iodide and bromide of potassium, 
wine of colchicum, ipecac, cohosh, 
quinine, etc. , and other agents occasion- 
ally having a decided cathartic tendency. 
But the habit of his life has not been 
broken, and only once in two weeks 
would he have an action of his bowels. 

Some three weeks ago, I deemed it 
necessary, to relieve pain and cystic irri- 
tability at night, and thus procure rest, 
to give him at bed time, a pill composed 
of 1 grain of opium and 2 grains of gum 
camphor. In two days after he com- 
menced their use, he had a free passage 
from his bowels, and had not, many days 
after, when I last saw him, failed to have 
aTull evacuation every day, or at the 
most, every other day. 

A very interesting and practical phy- 
siological and philosophical principle is 
involved in this fact, and I record it for 
the investigation and consideration of 
my medical brethren. 
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GELSEMINUM SEMPERVIRENS, 
YELLOW GELS. 



(WILD WOODBINE.) 

[Extraot from the Manuscript of Materia Medica (by 
I J. M. Goes, A. M., M. D. f Marietta, Ga.,) to be 
published by Subscription, and now in press at Bt. 
Louis, Mo. 

Botanical Description.— Gelsemi- 

num is the Bignonia Sempervirens of 
Linnaeus, and the Gelsiminum Nitridum 
of Michaux and Purch. It is an ever- 
green, having twining, smooth, glabrous 
stem, with opposite, perennial, lan- 
ceolate, entire leaves, which are dark 
green above, but pale beneath, standing 
on short petioles. The flowers are yel- 
low, and of an agreeable odor, and stand 
on axillary peduncles ; the calix is very 
small, with five sepals ; the corolla is fun- 
nel-shaped, with a spreading border, and 
with five lobes, nearly equal 1 ; stamens 
five; pistils, two; capsules, two-celled, 
compressed, flat, two partible ; seeds 
flat, and attached to the margin of the 
valves. The berries are black. It is a 
beautiful evergreen, climbing plants and 
trees to the height of fifty to one hun- 
dred feet. It has beautiful yellow flow- 
ers in spring and is often cultivated for its 
shade, and as an ornament. The root 
is the part used in medicine'. It is sev- 
eral feet in length, with scattered fibres 
of various sizes. The medical virtues 
reside in the bark of the root. 

Toxical Effects.—; In over-doses 
Gelseminum will produce great relaxa- 
tion and prostration, and finally paraly- 
sis of all the voluntary muscles; and 
pushed still further, it will paralyze the 
involuntary muscles, and thereby pro- 
duce death, which it has done frequent- 

iy. 

It first affects the muscles of the eye 
producing also dimness of sight ; then 
affects the sphincter muscles ; then 
the respiratory, and finally the heart. 



In this stage the functions of the brain 
are not always abolished, but can be 
aroused by electricity and physical 
agitation of the body. In some cases, 
however, a deep stupor occurs, lasting 
until death or convalescence takes place. 
In some cases, when large doses have 
been taken, the brain becomes suddenly 
congested (from atony of the venous 
capillaries,) and a kind of apoplexy takes 
place. In thjs state life may often be 
saved by stimulants and galvanism freely 
applied to the spine. 

The Sphere of" Action. — Gelsemi- 
num principally acts upon the motor 
side of the spinal cord, the brain and 
mucous membranes. The sensory 
nerves are not as profoundly affected by 
Gelseminum as by aconite. It will be 
seen at once that Gelseminum is a rem- 
edy for convulsions — first of the volun- 
tary, then of the involuntary muscles. 
In chorea, hysteria, tetanus, puerperal 
spasms, and the spasms of all the hollow 
organs and also of the sphincter muscles 
Gelseminum will act promptly. 

It is a valuable remedy in the hot 
stage of fevers of an active form. I 
had recently a case of remittent fever 
with dysentery, in a lady that was preg 
nant, and fearing to use quinia, I gave 
her Gelseminum in small, repeated 
doses, so as to keep up its effects, which 
checked the fever and aided very much 
in the treatment of the dysentery. In 
many local inflammations, especially 
where the mucous membranes are in- 
volved, I have found it a very valuable 
remedy, as in catarrhal affections. In 
hyperesthesia and neuralgia it often 
gives relief promptly. In epidemic in- 
fluenza, at any season of the year^ 
where the attacks are attended with 
chilly sensations, a torpid, heavy sensa- 
tion, with great aching of the back an 
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limbs, this will be found to be the reme- 
dy in the disease. 

It is the remedy in febrile or inflam- 
matory conditions, where the pulse is 
large, full and quick, but soft, and the 
febrile manifestations are remittent ; 
but aconite in those forms of fever or 
inflammation, attended with a small, 
hard, wiry quick pulse ; and veratrum in 
those cases attended with a hard, full* 
bounding incompressible pulse. For 
want of a knowledge of these facts, 
many practitioners meet with sad disap- 
pointment in the use of arterial seda- 
tives, and become discouraged in their 
use. I was called in consultation with a 
physician, a short time since, to see a 
child that was laboring under an attack 
of broncho-pneumonia. The tever was 
high, with deep congestion of the lungs, 
with great dyspnoea ; pulse quick, wiry, 
hard, small, evidently showing a want of 
power in the heart to propel the blood 
in volume ; hence the increased rapidity 
of the heart's strokes. He at once pro- 
posed veratrum, but I preferred aconite 
in small doses ; but in spite of all my 
arguments, he would give veratrum, and 
that in large doses — one drop every 
hour, to a child of some four or five 
years of age, of feeble stamina. 

The result was, that after two or three 
doses the child began to sink. The 
veratrum produced violent vomiting, 
cold, clammy sweat, and prostration, 
from which it could not be aroused, but 
died in a short time. 

In infantile remittents, when due to, 
or connected with the irritability conse- 
quent upon teething, worms, or intestinal 
irritation, or when caused by malarial 
influences, Gelseminum is one of our 
best remedies. It allays promptly the 
irritability, and controls the Waited cir- 



culation, and finally breaks up the fever 
entirely. 

In that peculiar form of irritative 
fever, which is caused by some local 
irritation, such as ulceration, suppura- 
tion, or the presence of some foreign 
body, there is no remedy that will as 
readily control this fever (after the 
cause is removed) as Gelseminum, given 
in small doses. 

In cerebro-spinal Meningitis it is 
especially useful in the earlier stages, 
given in small doses. 

In measles it is one of our best reme- 
dies, controlling very much the fever 
and the catarrhal symptoms, at the 
same time determining to the surface, 
and also preventing spasms, which often 
occur. 

In nervous headache, or headache 
from repletion, or catarrhal headache, 
with a full, strong pulse, Gelseminum 
gives very prompt relief; so, also, in 
neuralgic headaches. 

In ophthalmia, amaurosis and sclero- 
titis, it acts very favorable in the inflam- 
matory stage. In spasms of the glottis, 
spasmodic croup and laryngismus stri- 
dulus, we have no better remedy. In 
dysentery of an acute character it is a 
favorite remedy with me. It controls 
the fever, lessens the tormina and 
tenesmus, and thus aids in the final cure 
of this disease. In rigid os uteri, in cases 
of labor, it acts very promptly ; and 
where the patient is threatened with 
convulsions while in labor, if the pulse 
be large, soft, and the face puffed, 
Gelseminum, given in doses of fifteen 
drops every fifteen or twenty minutes, 
will often prevent the spasms. 

In gonorrhoea, attended with high in- 
flammation, this is the remedy par ex- 
cellence, and often cures the disease 
without the aid of any other remedies. 
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In such cases it may be given in ten to 
fifteen drops every two hours ; if the 
discharge is thick and yellow, the canabis 
indica, oil of sandalwood, copabia, or 
cubebs, will be required. In spasmodic 
stricture of the urethra of a passive 
character, it will be found a good rem- 
edy. 

Its powerfully relaxing effects point to 
it at once as a remedy in tetanus, either 
traumatic or idiopathic. In may be given 
in this disease in full doses— say twenty 
to thirty drops every two hours — until its 
relaxing effects are apparent. It will 
always cause double vision and fall of the 
eyelids before it dangerously affects the 
heart or other involuntary muscles, and 
should always be suspended when these 
effects are seen. 



THE SKIN. 



From a Clinical Lecture by L. P. YANDELL, JB., M. 
D., Professor of Therapeutics and Clinical Medicine. 



Gentlemen — The vesicula come next 
in the order adopted in the beginning of 
this course. A vesicle literally means a 
little bladder, and the vesicular skin 
diseases are those in which we find small 
elevations of the scarf-skin containing 
the watery portions of the blood, and 
constituting, in common parlance, little 
blebs or blisters. Under this head I 
shall describe the two forms of miliaria 
and the several varieties of herpes. 

Miliaria (from milium, the millet seed) 
we find on the skins of persons confined 
to bed by febrile affections and especi- 
ally where an excess of bed-clothing 
covers the patient. This is denomina- 
ted miliaria clinica, or sudamina alba. 
The vesicles, from a pin's point to a 
pin's head in size, consist of tiny eleva- 
tions of the epidermis, filled with trans- 
lucent or transparent fluid, probably 



confined perspiration. No medication 
is called for. 

Miliaria rubra is a more important 
malady. It is true dermatitis — that is 
an inflammation of the skin. The suffix 
rubra (meaning red) is given it because 
of its color. 

You are all familiar with miliaria rubra 
under the title of "prickly heat." Mi- 
nute vesicles crowning small, pointed, 
red elevations, crowded together in 
flocks covering large extents of cuticle, 
most usual on the arms and neck, but 
found on all portions of the body, and 
occasionally covering the entire cuticle 
and characterized by burning, stinging, 
pricking sensations — such is miliaria 
rubra. 

Where the eruption is aggravated by 
irritants, and when the blood is in a de- 
praved condition, prickly heat may de- 
generate or augment into ecgema, pus- 
tules, furuncles. This is a disease of 
hot weather, and is peculiar to no period 
of life or class in society. Negroes have 
it less than whites. Its exciting causes 
are excessive heat, either solai or arti- 
ficial ; wearing flannel, too frequent 
bathing, the use of strong soap; in 
children urinary and fecal discharges 
allowed to remain in contact with the 
skin. Its predisposing causes are any 
conditions depressing vitality. Malaria 
is by far the most frequent predisposing 
cause. Dyspepsia, diarrhea, dentition, 
and the use of alcoholic stimulants are 
common predisposing causes. Its treat- 
ment is simple. Proper clothing, proper 
bathing, proper food and drink, should 
first be secured. Next attend to func- 
tional disturbances. Apply to the skin 
astringent and anodine ointments, if the 
skin be tolerably dry ; if it be decidedly 
moist, use astringent and anodyne pow- 
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ders, such as chalk or bismuth combined 
with tannin and morphia. Bathing in 
solutions of salt or soda sometimes cures 
the eruption. Quinine in anti-periodic 
doses is our best remedy in severe cases, 
and seldom fails to cure. Soda should 
be given when acidity of the skin or di- 
gestive organs is manifest. Iron and 
the bitters are often demanded, and ob- 
stinate and chronic cases yield to arsenic. 
Mercurial cathartics in children are fre- 
quently beneficial. 

Herpes we next take up. The name 
is from a Greek word, meaning to creep. 
The following are its chief varieties: 
Herpes zoster or zona, H. phlyctenodes, 
H.febrilis, H. circinatus, H. preputialis, 
H. capitis, H. generatis, H. pudenda/is, 
H. nasa/tSj H. auris, H. labilis. 

Herpes zoster, called by English- 
speaking people " Shingles," and by the 
Germans "fire-girdle," is quite rare. It 
consists in an incomplete zone or girth 
occurring on the trunk between the 
axillae and the umbilicus, composed of 
vesicles from the size of a hemp seed to 
that of a bean. The eruption begins as 
a red papule. The vesicles are in clust- 
ers or flocks, forming a band a few 
inches to a foot in width. The vesicles 
are transparent, translucent, or straw- 
colored. They are situated on an angry 
red base. In some instances the two 
ends of the zone are on a level, and in 
others one may be many inches higher 
than the other. The popular belief is 
that if the eruption ever meets around 
the body, death is certain ; and the pop- 
ular and most ancient remedy is the 
blood of a black cat's tail applied to the 
eruption. Both ideas are unfounded in 
fact The vesicles may dry into a crust 
and disappear in six to twenty days, or 
ulceration with profuse suppuration may 
take place, or an abundant and prolong. 



ed watery discharge may happen and 
the disease be indefinitely prolonged. 
Pain of two sorts may exist in connec- 
tion with herpes zoster. It may be in the 
girdle, burning like fire, or stinging, or 
aching ; or the pain may be only in the 
bones, and of a boring, aching character. 
The first usually ceases with the skin 
manifestation; the second may endure 
long after the eruption is gone. The 
etiology of this is often utterly obscure. 
It may be malarial, catarrhal, or rheu- 
matic in its origin, and sometimes seems 
due to disease in the nerve centres. 
Many cases will disappear without treat- 
ment ; most yield satisfactorily to proper 
remedies. Some are incurable. The 
indications for cure are to remove the 
cause, if this be practicable, and to re- 
lieve sypmtoms. Antiperiodics, tonics, 
anodyne, alteratives, are our most po- 
tent remedies. 

I have encountered but one incurable 
case. The patient was a Prussian, 
seventy-six years old, in affluent circum- 
stances, of splendid physique, and an 
enormous consumer of brandy, though 
never drunk. This was the first sick- 
ness of his life. The inflammatory pains 
in the skin and the neuralgic pains in the 
limbs, both were present in their most 
excruciating form. His case lasted 
nearly four months and was terminated 
by death from exhaustion. He got 
quinine, arsenic, iron, carbolic acid, the 
bisulphites, the iodides and bromides, 
mercury, the alkalies, cod-liver oil, sul- 
phur, purgatives, strychnia and aconite 
without benefit. All the changes of 
hypodermic medication were rung on 
him with the result of only temporary 
relief. He took the various forms of 
opium, belladonna, Indian hemp, chloral 
and alcohol, etc. His pain seemed en- 
hanced in intensity from week to week, 
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and he declared he suffered the tortures 
of the damned. During the latter por- 
tion of his life he was kept under the in- 
fluence of alcohol or opium, which he 
consumed in immense quantities. These 
two agents gave him the most certain 
and most prolonged oblivion to pain. 
You have before you a perfect represen- 
tation of all the varieties of herpes in the 
plates and models, which are correctly 
labeled. On the trunk you perceive 
the band of vesicles constituting zoster, 
and on the forehead the patch of vesicles 
called herpes phlyctenodes. You observe 
this herpes appears in isolated clusters 
and not in a band or zone. It is less 
formidable than zoster. Its etiology and 
treatment are that of u fire-girdle. " 
Herpes febrilis, or fever-blisters, includes 
all the other herpes. They derive their 
names from their location or shape. 
When first formed these herpetic vesicles 
are observed to be divided into cells. 
They may dry up, suppurate, or remain 
long in statu quo. They may go and 
come in successive crops. They are of 
malarial origin most frequently. They 
are not infrequently of catarrhal origin 
— that is, from cold. Dyspepsia, den- 
tition, and uterine derangements may 
give rise to these herpes ; so may a de- 
cayed tooth. 

Herpes labialis (fever blisters on the 
mouth) occasionally in this climate, in 
bad cases, and more frequently further 
South, swells the lip to three or four, or 
even ten times its normal size, and gives 
rise to exquisite pain. These blisters are 
first white and then yellow. 

H. capitis, by matting the hair of the 
head and accumulating large crusts, is 
often vexatious to its possessor. 

H. circinatus and H. iris are varieties 
of the same herpes, presenting rings of 



little blisters. It is especially a disease 
of the aged. It is sometimes mistaken 
for ringworm. 

H. preputiatis and pudendalis, unless 
aggravated by acid discharges or harsh 
treatment, are in themselves most insig- 
nificant affairs. But, because of their 
location, they become, indirectly, most 
serious sores. Tkey ate the doors by which 
syphilis most often enters the system. Un- 
broken skin and sound mucus membrane 
are a cuirass, indeed a perfect defensive 
armor against syphilis. It is only when 
these coats are penetrated by inflamma- 
tory destruction, or by an abrasion, that 
the dread malady is dangerous by direct 
contact. 

The treatment of the several varieties 
of herpes just considered is both simple 
and satisfactory. Remembering the 
causes I have enumerated, you are to 
discover and remove these if possible. 
Locally apply tannin and morphine in 
powder, soljition, or ointment, as may 
seem indicated in each particular case. 
Use no soap on the eruptions. Above all 
things, nevet burn them. By the by, 
this herpes is seldom seen in its veciscu- 
W stage. When brought to our notice 
we usually see small yellowish or grayish 
ulcers — the basis of the blisters. 

Quinine is by all odds our best and 
most certain cure for these herpetic mani- 
festations. Iron is almost always needed. 
Arsenic is well in the chronic cases. 
Soda should be given when acidity of 
stomach exists, and opium when catarrh- 
al fever is the source of the herpes. — 
Cincinnati Medual News. 

[We have found a solution of tannin 
in glycerine gr. x to the ounce a good 
local application in these affections- — 
Eds.] 
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VERSION BY THE VERTEX IN 
SHOULDER PRESENTATIONS. 



By WILLIAM H. BOLL1NQ, 1L D., Professor 
of Midwifery in Hospital College of Medicine 
Louisville, Ky. 

About twenty years ago Dr. M. B. 
Wright, of Cincinnati, published an ar- 
ticle advising version by the vertex in 
shoulder presentations by means of a 
method now known as Braxton Hicks', 
after a London physician who subse 
quently described the same operation, 
viz: "Previous to the rupture of the 
membranes, with one hand within the 
vagina to thrust up the shoulder, the 
external hand to push the head from the 
iliac region to center of superior strait, 
and then to allow nature to terminate the 
labor." 

Some eight or nine years ago I was 
called to the assistance of a midwife, and 
found a poor woman suffering from pro- 
tracted labor, the right hand of the now 
dead child protruding from the vulva, 
(the bones of the right arm were broken 
in many places by the efforts of the mid- 
wife to force a delivery,) the shoulder 
and portion of the chest external to the 
womb; the child's back was toward 
mother's abdomen, its head lying across 
the center of the left ilio-pectineal line; 
the uterus was acting violently, and the 
mother was much exhausted. I brought 
her well under the influence of chloro- 
form, and by its relaxing effect was en- 
abled without effort to return the pro- 
truded parts within the uterus ; my ex- 
ternal hand through the flaccid abdomi- 
nal and uterine walls readily recognized 
the head, and forced it down to take the 
place of the receding shoulder ; in a few 
moments uterine contraction completed 
the labor naturally. The worn n made 
a good recovery. 



On thfe night of March 9th, I was 
again summoned to the assistance of a 
midwife, and found a woman exhausted 
from a prolonged labor. The left hand 
of the almost lifeless child protruded 
from the vulva ; the shoulder and por- 
tion of the chest tightly grasped by the 
os uteri, which from its irritable condi- 
tion seenied in a state of almost contin- 
uous contraction ; the back of child was 
toward the mother's abdomen, the head 
across the center of right ilio-pectineal 
line. I brought the woman profoundly 
under the influence of chloroform, and 
without violence returned the extruded 
parts, and moved the shoulder sufficient- 
ly high to allow me with my external 
hand to press the occiput from its abnor- 
mal position to a point opposite the 
right acetabulum, my internal hand se- 
curing the proper flexion. The labor 
then progressed as if the case had origi- 
nally been one of the second position of 
the vertex. The child, although with 
difficulty resuscitated at birth, is now 
doing well, as is also its mother. 

My object in citing the above cases is 
to call attention to the feasibility of ver- 
sion by the vertex even under the most 
unfavorable conditions. My success in 
this limited number of such advanced 
cases prompts me to believe that the 
time has arrived when version by the 
ieet, at least in shoulder presentations, 
should be regarded as an unwarranted 
operation, as it certainly is a dangerous 
one to both mother and child, frevious 
to the rupture of the membranes rectifying 
a transverse presentation is compara- 
tively a simple matter when we follow 
Dr. Wright's plan, and in addition gain 
the assistance of gravity by placing the 
woman in the knee-and-chest position, 
as is done in prolapsus of the cord. 
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THE INDICATIONS AFFORDED 
BY THE PUPIL. 



Numerous and valuable as are the 
indications furnished by the pupil, its 
condition does not receive from many | 
the attention it demands. Most of us 
have certain vague notions on the sub- 
ject, and all are aware that the pupil is 
liable to alterations in certain diseases. 
But a systematic arrangement of its de- 
viations from the normal standard, with 
explanations of their causation, is still a 
desideratum. The subject is one of 
great intricacy, for the behavior of the 
pupil is sometimes paridoxical, and 
frequently it is difficult of explanation. 
The small pupil of plethora and the 
dilated pupil of anaemia are constantly 
impressed on our notice, and appear to 
find simple and sufficient explanation in 
the fulness of the vessels and the quality 
of the blood. If we purge the plethoric 
patient, his pupils enlarge ; and we esti- 
mate the anaemic patient's progress 
towards recovery by the diminution in 
the size of his pupils. Apart from gen- 
eral constitutional states on which it may 
depend, a contracted pupil indicates 
cerebral hyperemia, whilst a dilated 
pupil affords the most valuable sign of 
cerebral anaemia. Thus the small pupil 
of the " ferrety eye " of typhus is aid to 
diagnosis and a good indication of the 
engorgement of the encephalic centres. 
Again, contrast the small pupil of mitral 
regurgitation with the dilated pupil of 
aortic insufficiency. In the various 
affections in which pulmonary circulation 
is embarrassed, the small pupil attracts 
attention no less than the lividity of the 
lips and the turgescence of the cheeks. 
So much is myosis an indication of 
venous engorgement in capillary bron- 
chitis, pulmonary oedema, and the like, 

that the degree of the one may be esti- 
2 



mated by the degree of the other, and 
it is observed that, if the livid patient 
with contracted pupil be bled, the pupil 
dilates as the blood flows. As a rule, 
the condition of the pupil may be taken 
to indicate the state of the circulation, 
perhaps more in relatien to fulness of 
the vessels than to actual blood-pressure ; 
some of the observations, however, on 
this point appear contradictory and re- 
quire investigation. 

In connection with nervous affections, 
the pupil has long engaged attention, 
and the older physicians carefully noted 
its behavior in certain cases. In the 
various forms of meningitis and cerebri- 
tis, where there are signs of cerebral 
excitement, the pupil is small. But as 
stupor supervenes on excitement, the pu- 
pils become oscillating and dilated ; and 
if this passes into profound coma, they 
are found widely dilated and immobile. 
In epilepsy, too, the different stages of 
the paroxysm, and the condition of the 
circulation which accompanies or causes 
them, find an exponent in the state of 
the pupil. A transitory dilation of the 
pupil is amongst the most valuable signs 
of an attack of petit mal. Again, in dis- 
tinguishing between feigned and real 
convulsive seizures, the pupil serves the 
physician as a valuable guide. In the 
apoplectic patient, pinhole pupils en- 
able the physician to locate the haemor- 
rhage in the pons Varolii ; whilst great 
dilation of one pupil occurring coinci- 
dent ally with hemiplegia of the oppo- 
site side is an indication of a lesion of 
the crus cerebri of the same side as that 
on which the eye is affected. 

In aneurism of the aorta, the atten- 
tion of the physician is sometimes first 
directed to the patient's malady by a 
difference in the pupils. In some dis- 
eases of the spinal cord— in locomotor 
ataxia especially — the pupils are almost 
habitually contracted. — Med. Ex. 
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TREATMENT OF CARBUNCLE. 

BY J. H. DIBRELL, JR., M. D., of Little Rock, 

Arkansas. 



The use of collodion, in conjunction 
with carbolic acid, has yielded, in my 
practice, and in that of several medical 
friends whom I have requested to try it, 
such satisfactory, and it is believed unu- 
sual, results, as to induce the belief in 
its superiority over other modes of treat- 
ment. 

Carbolic acid, in this affection, has 
been recommended by several writers, 
with much favor, one of whom claims 
to have aborted the disease by the early 
hypodermic use of the acid, in a case 
that promised to assume formidable pro- 
portions. My plan is as follows : — 
When the carbuncle is seen early, to 
puncture it, and with a camels hair pen- 
cil, or small pointed stick, introduce 
into the opening thus made the pure 
and undiluted acid. If the disease has 
made greater progress, and one or more 
small acne-like pustules have made their 
appearance on the tumor, these are 
carefully opened, which can be done 
without causing pain, and the acid in- 
troduced at each opening, as before in- 
dicated. The effect of the acid when 
first applied, especially if it touch a de- 
nuded surface, is to produce a sharp, 
stinging pain, which is, however, of but 
momentary duration. The next effect 
is local anaesthesia, and the patient is, 
for a time, perhaps hours, free from 
pain. 

Carbolic acid possessing in a notable 
degree anaesthetic, antiseptic and caustic 
properties, would seem to be peculiarly 
adapted to the treatment of the disease 
under consideration, which is usually at- 
tended with great pain, sloughing, and 
an intolerable odor. Its use in my 



hands has certainly seemed to diminish 
the pain, correct the odor and to arrest 
the sloughing process with much promp- 
titude. 

After the acid has been applied col- 
lodion should be several times painted 
over the carbuncle, and beyond it, a few 
lines, on the un inflamed skin. All the 
openings are to be left free, in order to 
give egress to discharges. Each layer 
or film of the collodion should be allow- 
ed to dry before another is put on. This 
dressing may be renewed once daily, and 
the collodion previously applied, if par- 
tially detached, should bje peeled off be- 
fore a new application is made. If the 
part on which the carbuncle makes its 
appearance be covered with hair, this 
should be cleanly shaved off, otherwise 
the cbllodion will be difficult to remove 
and at the same time cause considerable 
pain. 

It is interesting to watch the collodion 
as it contracts upon the diseased tissues. 
The skin, previously red and swollen, 
will in a few minutes be seen, through 
the transparent gun cotton, to have be- 
come pale and depressed, as the pressure 
gradually empties the engorged capilla- 
ries. If the disease is advanced, and 
sloughs have become partly separated, 
they are not unfrequently forced out or 
brought so near the openings as to be 
readily detached with scissors. This 
pressure does not give rise to pain, but 
on the contrary, generally affords much 
relief to the suffering patient. The ap- 
plication of collodion in this disease has 
other advantages. It limits the extent 
of the disease in decreasing the vascu- 
larity of the part, and in this way lessens 
the inflammatory action going on, and 
probably also prevents the absorption of 
pus. It also protects the surrounding 
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skin from contact with the discharges 
which, as is well known, is capable of 
producing, if not an extension of the 
disease, numerous small boils, which are 
of themselves an exceedingly annoying 
complication. Should however any such 
pustules or boils be formed in the course 

of the disease, they can be cut short by 
touching them with carbolic acid. After 
the carbuncle has been treated with the 
acid and collodion, it should be protec- 
ted from contact with the clothing, by 
covering it over with a piece of old linen 
or cotton cloth, saturated with sweet oil, 
or spread with carbolic acid cerate. — 
Medical and Surgical Reporter. 



TREATMENT OF PUERPERAL 
ECLAMPSIA. 



Smith Baker, M. D., of Whitesboro, 
N. Y., in Chicago Medical Journal and 
Examiner, says: 

"At a preliminary examination, to be 
held from two to four weeks before the 
expected labor, determine so far as pos- 
sible whether there be (a) hyperemia ; 
if so, prescribe a low diet, saline cathar- 
tics, and potassic bromide thrice daily ; 
(b) if there be anaemia, order a good diet, 
tr. ferri chlor. after meals, and an ape- 
rient pill at bed-time, if necessary ; (c) if 
oedema or albuminuria exist, these wil! 
need the exhibition of tr. ferri chlor. 
with meals, and potassic iodide between 
meals and at bed-time; (d) headache, 
malaise, irritability, etc.; for these re- 
move the cause, if possible, and if neces- 
sary, give sufficient opiate to effect re- 
lief. 

" During labor, if convulsions occur, 
seek out the special conditions of the 
patient, and act as indicated. A full, 
strong, bounding puke, and a bright- 



colored mucous membrane will require 
venesection carried to the extent of se- 
curing its sedative effect, a half-drachm 
dose of chloral per mouth or rectum, 
means for inducing a movement of the 
bowels, and a free perspiration, relief of 
the bladder if distended, and the exhi' 
bition of chloroform for anticipating and 
controlling the convulsions. A feebler 
pulse, pale membranes, and oedema will, 
as a rule, require or permit an, active 
cathartic only, and chloral and chloro- 
form. If the convulsions recur — unless it 
be previous to the seventh month, when 
repeated hypodermic injections of mor- 
phine should be given, and the labor left 
to nature for a longer time — proceed 
quickl^ but gently to dilate the os uteri 
by means of tents and Barnes' dilators, 
puncture the membranes, excite uterine 
contractions by means of warm uterine 
douche and ergot, and deliver as soon 
as possible. 

' ' After the delivery is accomplished let 
the uterine hemorrhage proceed moder- 
ately, inject hypodermically one sixth 
to one quarter grain of morphia, and 
give broths and stimulants as required ; 
exercise extreme care about the after 
attentions, as bathing, etc., and prohibit 
and prevent all disturbances by friends 
or otherwise. 

•• In fine, by food, tonics, and stimu- 
lants, by purging, bleeding, or sweating, 
by quietness or delivering, by opium, 
bromides, chloral, and chloroform, each 
in its time to suit the peculiar circum- 
stances of individual cases, and guided 
by 'judgment unobscured by theories, 
we may be more successful than hitherto 
at the bedside of our patients with puer- 
peral eclampsia." — Louisville Medical 
News. 
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PHYSIOLOGICAL EFFECTS OF 

QUINIA. 



Dr. E. L. Drake, of Fayetteville, 
Tenn., has published in the Medical and 
Surgical Reporter some of his experience 
ajid conclusions respecting the physio- 
logical action of quinia, which, as they 
appear to be somewhat different from 
those commonly attributed to cinchona, 
may be worth recording in the Circular. 

He says, at least three different physi- 
ological effects can be obtained from 
this drug. In doses up to two grains it 
is a tonic ; from this to five grains it is a 
stimulant, and from this to ten grains or 
more it is a diaphoretic relaxant and 
calmative — a febrifuge. The amount 
of twenty-four grains distributed over 
twenty-four hours may have some anti- 
periodic effect in a mild type of ague, 
but will prove very disagreeable to the 
patient, on account of chinchonism. If 
he has any headache, it will aggravate 
this symptom. If this amount be divided 
into three doses and taken within four 
hours, at any time after a pyrexia has 
reached its height, say aiter 4 P. M., the 
toxic effect will be apparent in the relax- 
ation and diaphoresis ; the patient will 
be drunk. A half pint of whisky can be 
taken in small doses during a day with- 
out inducing intoxication ; yet, if it is 
all taken in the course of two or three 
hours, an individual will be apt to 
exhibit strong evidence of being in this 
state. So with chloroform and ether. 
I once treated a pregnant woman who 
was within a month of term, and suffering 
from remittent fever, by timidly giving 
less than five grain doses every three 
hours ; by the time the third dose was 
taken uterine pains set in, which soon 
became expulsive, and forced the child 
out with a good deal of laceration of the 



os, although the membranes were not 
ruptured until the last momerit. The 
contractions were as severe as any I ever 
saw from ergot, leaving no doubt as to 
the part the quinine was playing, except 
as to the provocation. I could not say 
that it started the pains, yet I am sure 
that it intensified them in the most fear- 
ful manner. In using quinine subse- 
quently with pregnant women, I never 
gave less than twenty or thirty grains in 
the space of four or five hours, and never 
had any unpleasant effects. In malarial 
regions it is rather common for women 
to have pains for months before term* 
which I have found to yield to large 
doses of quinine, on the theoiy that 
there is a congestion of the womb, and 
that this agent reduces congestion, espe- 
cially in the soft and spongy tissues in 
any part of the body, and in any disease, 
and does not act antidotally in the usual 
sense. I make it a- rule never to give 
quinine in the forenoon, always giving 
it at night, to the amount of not less 
than twenty-five grains, conjoined with 
an opiate, and am nearly certain of get- 
ting a good diaphoretic effect, which will 
be apt to extend through the succeeding 
day. In all the pyrexiae of this region 
I prescribe it the first visit, and fre- 
quently have the satisfaction of aborting 
a case of pneumonia, or making its sub- 
sequent course manageable. In the 
pneumonias of the middle-aged, who are 
so liable to overwhelming congestions of 
the lungs, it is the sheet anchor, given 
in large doses at the outset. — Druggists* 
Circular. 

OPHTHALMOLGY. 



MODIFIED OPERATION FOR CATARACT. 



M. Galezowski, at the recent meeting 
of the French Association for the Ad- 
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vancement of Science, described an op- 
eration for cataract, which he had de- 
vised. At the present time, he said, 
"every surgeon endeavors to modify 
Graefe's operation, which is at present 
almost abandoned." He described the 
modifications he had adopted ; he does 
not make the sclerotic puncture and 
counter puncture, but restricts the incis- 
ion to the limits of the cornea; he 
abandons the linear method, and substi- 
tutes for it an incision at the lower por- 
tion of the cornea, making a small flap. 
He also excises the lower portion of the 
iris, though the deformity of the pupil 
is then more observable, but this, he 
thinks, will be but a slight inconvenience 
to those who desire one thing, the resto- 
ration of sight. M. G. attributes to this 
^{erior excision, the great success he 
has obtained, which is at present ioo 
per cent. Of 67 operations performed 
in the city, he has not failed in a single 
instance. By his method, after the first 
steps of the operation the eye is free in 
its motions, especially after the removal 
of the lens, and to this M. G. attributes 
the rarity of the loss of the vitreous. 
Another modification, which he consid- 
ers not less important, consists in the 
abandonment of the use of cystitome 
for the division of the capsule, and 
effecting this with Graefe's knife. As 
soon as the puncture is made the point 
of the knife is directed to the lens, and 
the capsule may be divided easily ; after 
the counter puncture is effected the flap 
is made. Latterly, instead of excising 
the iris he has made a simple incision of 
the sphincter pupilte with very satisfac- 
tory results, but he has not determined 
to adopt this, definitely. The statistics 
given to show the value of his method 

were as follows : Of 385 operations, 67 
were performed in private practice, of 



which last all were successful. Of 322 
operated on at his clinic, 288 were suc- 
cessful. — Revue Scientifique, August 26, 
1876. 



Abstracts and Gleanings. 

The Method of Taxis. — Dr. Dugas, 
in the New Orleans Medical and Surgical 
Journal^ remarks : 

The patient should be placed upon a 
couch of such elevation that the surgeon 
comfortably seated, pay reach the tu- 
mor with the right hand without fatigue. 
The shoulders of the patient should be 
moderately elevated upon pillows, so as 
to insure a semi-flexed position of the 
trunk, while the knees and thighs are 
also semi-flexed. We have then a com- 
plete relaxation of all the muscles inter- 
ested. The tumor is then grasped with 
the fingers and thumb in such a manner 
as to make gentle compression and mo- 
tion in every direction, for the purpose 
of driving out of the intestinal noose the 
grass and liquids it may contain, and 
thereby reducing the size of the tumor. 
No violence should be used, and there- 
fore no pain be induced. The surgeon 
must be well armed with patience, and 
with the conviction that the reduction 
can be made neither by violence nor by 
haste. The patient should be especially 
directed to be entirely passive, and to 
avoid any contraction of the abdominal 
muscles, or expulsory efforts. After 
fruitless efforts have been continued fif- 
teen minutes the surgeon may need rest, 
and he may invoke the aid of the patient, 
inasmuch as most of them have acquired 
some experience by reducing former de- 
cents without professional aid. The 
patient should then be asked to try his 
own method while the surgeon is at rest 
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and the result will often be successful. 
You will find that the patient never 
gives himself any pain, and usually re- 
sorts to gentle motion, back and forth 
of the tumor. If he fail, a chair should 
be turned down on his bed in such a 
manner as to constitute an inclined plane, 
upon which he should be placed, with 
his head down, and his pelvis at the 
highest point The legs should be flex- 
ed, and supported by an assistant. By 
this position, the gravitation of the 
abdominal contents will powerfully as- 
sist, and sometimes complete the reduc- 
tion in ten or fifteen'minutes. The sur- 
geon should hold up the tumor, move it 
to and fro, and by pressure from above 
downward, endeavor to drag the intes- 
tines away from the constricted canal. 
If he fail, let the patient try again. 

By repeated and persevering attempts 
success will most certainly be secured. 
It is singular that so obvious a procedure 
as placing the patient upon an inclined 
plane should not oftener be advised by 
Systematic writers. If any have recom- 
mended it, the fact has escaped my ob- 
servation. 

Xanthium Strumarium, or Cockle- 
bur. — Dr. Kilpatrick, (in Trans Texas 
State Medical Association,) says of the or- 
dinary cockle-bur weed : 

" It is a prompt and speedy vesicant, 
and if the leaves are rubbed a little on 
the skin, there follows a very unpleasant 
burning sensation, with redness. In 
order to obtain its vesicant effect, take 
enough of the leaves, or of the whole 
plant, mash into a pulp and apply to 
whatever part you desire to vesicate, and 
in a short time a good blister will be 
made. 

As an antidote for snake bite, you may 
apply the juice of the plant to the bite 
and also drink a tea made of the leaves 



by boiling them in water. Bites of 
spiders, tarantulas, and centipedes, or 
any insect, are rendered innocuous by 
its use in the same way. As a styptic to 
fresh cuts, it is as good as many other 
of our remedies. To arrest hemorrhage 
from the uterus, lungs or stomach, the 
expressed juice applied topically, or 
drank, acts well and promptly, unless 
there is a decided hemorrhagic diathesis 
in the patient. This fact has been an- 
nounced before this Association on a 
former occasion, and I have tested it by 
careful trial. 

In all affections of the kidneys, or 
bladder; in dysury, strangury, scalding 
urine, bearing down, and painful mictu- 
rition, or where there is phosphatic, or 
other urinary deposit, they are all amen- 
able to its beneficial influence. Take a 
handful of the leaves, green or cured, 
and put them in a quart of boiling water 
and when a decoction is prepared, drink 
a half cupful, or more, every half hour 
or hour, until relieved. Generally not 
more than three draughts are required. 
I will suggest further, that a tincture of 
the leaves may be used with the same 
happy results. In order to secure its 
full power, the tincture had best be made 
from the green leaves. 

Sub-acute Rheumatic Arthritis. — 
Dr. J. S. Davis, (in Medical and Surgi- 
cal Reporter?) says of this affection : 

The treatment must aim to remove or 
abate the systemic vice which gives rise 
to the disease. Gradually, and with 
much hesitation, I have been led to look 
upon the iodide of iron as almost a spe- 
cific for this purpose. The form in 

which I prefer to use it in these cases is 
in pills, made according to the formula 
of the United States Pharmacopoeia for 
1851, as follows : 
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R. Ferri sulphat dr. j; 

Potass, iodid scr. iv; 

Tragacanth pulv gr. x ; 

Saccb. pulv dr. ss; 

Ojrl lip ••••• a «••••*• • tititiQaS* Dfx* 

Ft. mass., et in pil. No. xl div. 

Two or three of these pills may be 
gjven after each meal. The iodide of 
potash has not, with me, proved nearly 
so efficacious in these cases as this 
preparation, nor have other forms of the 
iodide of iron. I always have the pills 
freshly prepared when wanted, and 
whether it is owing to this fact, or to the 
presence of sulphate of potash with 
iodide of iron, resulting from the double 
decomposition, or to some other cause, 
I cannot tell, but I have rarely met with 
a case of subacute rheumatic arthritis 
which was not arrested by this treatment 
if used in the early stages. 

When the pain is very troublesome 

the following liniment will often be found 

to give great relief. 

R. Tinct. iod 

• Glycerin aa oz. j ; 

Linim. sapon. camph.oz. ij. M. 

It is to be borne in mind that nearly 
every case of this affection is anaemic. 
Frequently they have the appearance of 
plethora, but a close observation will 
almost invariably prove that appearance 
to be deceptive. This deceptive appear- 
ance is generally caused by a fatty de- 
posit, by no means indicative of a healthy 
state of the blood. 

Typhoid Fever, How Produced. — 
Dr. Simmons, (surgeon to Ken Hospital 
Yokohama, Japan,) having traced a 
large number of typhoid cases to parties 
who used water from the same well in a 
certain locality, upon investigation elic- 
ited the following facts : 

1st That the well in question was fed 
by a terminal pipe. 



2d. That this pipe passed directly 
through the middle (traversely) of a 
large sewer. 

3. That this pipe was of wood. 

4th. That no other well received its 
supply from this pipe after passing 
through the sewer. 

Taking it for granted that this was 
the source of the disease, this last fact 
clearly accounted for the limitation of it 
to the station, as previous inquiries in 
the vicinity had failed to discover any 
cases among those who received their 
water supply from other wells. 

i 

An order was issued to close the well 
in the station, and open the sewer at the 
point where the water-pipe crossed it. 
As was anticipated this was found de- 
cayed, and a greater or less exchange of 
the contents of the two systems going 
on, and thus was settled beyond a ques- 
tion the source from which the well was 
contaminated. If any other proof is re- 
quired as regards this point, we have it 
in the complete arrest of the disease 
when this communication was rendered 
impossible by passing the pipe over the 
sewer. 

Intrauterine Injections not Safe. 
—Dr. Wooten, in report before the 
Texas Medical Association, says that 
uterine injections incautiously used are 
unsafe. He prefers introd ucing a sponge 
tent, well prepared, in the evening and 
removing it next morning, carefully 
cleansing the parts and applying chromic 
acid by means of a properly curved 
probe, wrapped with cotton, and dipped 
into a solution of the acid of the strength 
of dr. j. to oz. j. of water. This should 
be brought in contact with the entire 
diseased surface, any excess carefully 
sponged away, and a dressing of cotton 
soaked in glycerine applied to the parts. 
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Extract of Logwood as a Disinfec- 
tant. — For twelve years I have used 
Extract of Logwood as a disinfectant 
and deoderizer in cancer. I use it in the 
following manner : — Powdered logwood 
and hog's lard, of each two ounces. To 
be mixed and made into a pomade, 
spread on lint and applied to the 
sloughing ulcer; the effect is magical, 
all the odor will disappear in half an 
•hour. The astringency of the logwood 
will suppress the discharge. No other 
known agent will fill the indications so 
well, and yet I have not found a single 
-member of the profession who had any 
knowledge of the agent until I suggested 
it. Will some of your numerous read- 
ers give it a trial and report the results. 
— Drug. Ad. 

Sage's Catarrh Remedy. — Accord- 
ing to Adrian Bowers, in the American 
Journal of Pharmacy, this popular nos- 
trum may be reproduced very nearly by 
employing the following formula and 
manipulation : 

Take of hydrastis cana- 
densis in powder gr. v. 

Indigo gr. ss. 

Powdered camphor gr. ij. 

Carbolic acid gr. ij. 

Sodium Chloride gr. 1. 

Rub the camphor with the salt, pre- 
viously reduced to a moderately fine 
powder; rub the indigo and carbolic 
acid together; mix with the salt and 
camphor, and, lastly, add the hydrastis, 
and mix intimately in a mortar, without 
much pressure. 

Bright's Disease — New Diagnostic 
Symptom. — In an article on Bright's dis- 
ease (in New \ork Medical Record,) a 
peculiar diagnostic sign is mentioned of 
the disease, which it is well to note, to- 
wit: An " unmeaning stare " in the pa- 



tient's eyes, -this with a dullness and 
sluggishness of the pupil, well dilated, 
with the presence of moderate oedema 
of the feet and ankles, persistent head- 
ache, occasional attacks of naus#a, steady 
loss of flesh and strength, urine albumi- 
nous, with a specific gravity of 1010, 
constitute an unmistakable array of 
symptoms of chronic Bright's Disease. 

Treatment: Make the diet as little 
nitrogenous as possible. Use milk freely 
with iron and cod liver oil. The iron 
may best be given as in the following 
formula : 

R. Tine, ferri muriatis.... 

Tine, nucis vom...aa..gtt. x; 
Speritus etheris nitras.dr. j. M. 
Give three times a day. 

A Secret Remedy for Asthma. — A 
writer in the Peninsular Jour, of Med. 
says an analysis of 4 ' Langell's Asthma 
Remedy " shows that it is a mixture of 
ten or twelve parts of coarsely powdered 
belladonna leaves with one part of nitrate 
of potassium dried together. The pack- 
ages contained about two ounces, and 
were priced at $1.25 each. On igniting 
a portion on a plate, combustion takes 
place slowly and the fumes are inhaled. 
It is said to give prompt relief, is much 
asked for, and can be sold in quantities 
for about a half dollar a pound. — New 
Remedies. 

Bromhydrate of Cicutjne. — Dr. G 
H. Boyland, of Baltimore, draws atten- 
tion to this new principle. It is the al- 
kaloid of the herba cicuta from the con- 
ium maculatum. It is strongly alkali, 
of clear water color in the fresh condi- 
tion, and soluble in water and alcohol. 
Dose one one-hundredth to one-fiftieth of 
a grain. It is not disagreeable in taste, 
is narcotic in property, bearing the same 
relation to conium that atropia bears to 
belladonna. 
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Treatment of Placenta Previa. — 
Dr. R. Davis, of Wilkesbarre, in his ad- 
dress on Obstetrics before the Medical 
Society of the State of Pennsylvania, in 
May last advocates the following plan of 
treatment of placenta previa, which is a 
material modification of Barnes' opera- 
tion : As soon as the os uteri will admit 
two or three fingers, pass the hand into 
the vagina. Ascertain by sweeping the 
finger around between the placenta and 
uterus (without disturbing their connec- 
tions) on what side the separation of the 
placenta is most extensive. That will 
always be the side of the least extensive 
attachments. Introduce two or three 
fingers, on that side, up between the 
placenta and uterus until the border of 
the placenta, where the membranes 
begin, is reached, severing the attach- 
ments as you go, if any remain; then 
hook the fingers over the border and 
draw the placenta forcibly down and 
pack it closely to the other side. The 
membranes will of course, come down 
with it, and will protrude through the 
open mouth of the womb. Rupture the 
membranes at once, and empty the womb 
of its waters as thoroughly as possible. 
The head, if it presents, and if pains are 
active, will now engage in the os, and 
will crowd the placenta to the side of the 
cervix, on one side, and will block up 
the open mouths of the vessels upon the 
recent seat of the placenta on the other, 
and the hemorrhage will cease. In every 
case in which I have resorted to this 
procedure, such has been the happy re- 
sult, and I have been left free either to 
allow the labor to end naturally or to 
end it myself by the forceps. — Amer. 
Jour. Med. Science. 

Cold Baths in Infantile Diarrhcea. 

—Br. Wocke contributes an article to 
8 



the Medixinskoie obosrenie, in which he 
refers to the terrible epidemics of diar- 
rhoea which prevail in summer, and 
which attack^with especial severity those 
infants which are artificially nourished. 
The epidemic is due in part to the dele- 
terious influence of the elevated temper- 
ature on the infantile organism, and in 
part to the injurious effect which the 
heat exerts on the aliment, the milk, 
and the air inspired. To eliminate the 
first cause, the author recommends cold 
bathing, from theoretical considerations. 
The result has been very happy. The 
wasting children, reduced by vomiting 
and diarrhoea to a deplorable condition, 
were as if regenerated by the second day 
after the baths were commenced. The 
immovable look and the restlessness dis- 
appeared ; sleep was restored, the appe- 
tite increased, and the diarrhoea dimin- 
ished. The cold bath acts on the child 
as a tonic, and enables it to resist the 
noxious influences, and internal remedies 
then exert a better influence. Dr. 
Wocke commences his treatment with 
cold douches to the head and stomach, 
then passes to baths, commencing at a 
temperature of 26° C. and reducing them 
to 22°. A lower temperature might 
prove injurious. Three baths a day are 
sufficient. The author has cured about 
one hundred cases by this method. — Lo 
Sperimenlale, No. 10, 1876. 

Deep Injection of Chloroform in 
Sciatica. — It must be set down as one 
of the unquestionable evidences of pro- 
gress in the profession that sciatica, hith- 
erto regarded as among the opprobria 
medicorum, may be permanently re- 
lieved by hypodermic use of chloroform. 
Dr. L. J. Collins reports an interesting 
case in Cincinnati Clime of January, 
relieved by this method. He remarks 
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that, " the pain seemed to originate at a 
point directly over the sacro-sciatic 
foramen, and shooting downward, in the 
course of the great nerve, to the knee. 
He seemed to be suffering intensely. 
After filling my hypodermic syringe 
with chloroform (about forty minims), I 
passed the needle its full length into the 
gluteus muscle, over the point of the 
emergence of the great nerve from the 
sacro-sciatic foramen, and injected slow- 
ly. He suffered no pain from the 
injection for some minutes, and then 
only a dull, aching sensation occurred at 
the site of injection. In one-half hour 
his neuralgia had entirely disappeared, 
and he has had no recurrence since to 
the present writing. But he called my 
attention, two days afterward, to a con- 
siderable swelling at the site of the 
chloroform injection ; this, however, 
subsided in three or four days, without 
any tendency to the formation of an 
abscess. This I considered a typical 
case, and one that would well test the 
merits of chloroform in its treatment 
This is the fourth patient upon whom I 
have used the deep injection of chloro- 
form for the relief of sciatica, and with 
entire success." 

Simple Means to Lessen the Pain of 
a Blister. — The practice of applying 
multiple blisters, in acute rheumatism, 
would everywhere be much more popu- 
lar with physicians, were it not for the 
pain, and, in certain cases, the strangury 
which this mode of treatment produces. 

To lessen the one and prevent the 
other. M. Ernest Besnier proposes the 
following plan : Have care to apply the 
blisters early in the morning; these 
properly prepared, covered with a leaf 
of oiled Joseph paper, will cause very 
little pain, and never produce the some- 



times grave and always painful vesical 
and renal symptoms which might other- 
wise occur, provided that the blisters 
are removed after a few hours, five or 
six at most, or as soon as the epidermis 
commences to lift itself lightly and par- 
tially, which one can easily tell by the 
ivory-colored and wrinkled appearance 
of the skin. It is then fime to remove 
the plaster, which should be replaced by 
blotting paper, saturated with cerate or 
cold cream. The vesication then con- 
tinues almost painless, and the blister is 
almost as large as if the application of 
the cantharides had been continued. — J. 
L. A., Lyon Medical. 

Piles — Immediate Cure bt Ighi- 
Puncture. — Mr. H. A. Reeves, of the 
London Hospital, has been trying igni- 
puncture, and found it invariably to 
rapidly cure piles. He draws down the 
piles, and then punctures to their bases 
with conical pointed ends made to fit on 
to the gas cautery. A dull red heat is 
required, and two or three punctures 
suffice for a pile the size of half a walnut- 
Hard ones to be pierced to their soft at- 
tachment. Ulcers and fissures in con- 
nection can be touched with the cautery. 
The bowels are kept confined by a mor- 
phine suppository for two or three days. 
The first motion is painful, but not so 
bad as before operation, and in a week 
the patients are discharged cured — a 
most favorable result which Mr. Reeves 
contrasts with those obtained by clamps 
or ligatures. 

Treatment of Nasopharyngeal Ca- 
tarrh. — In Pacific Medical Journal, Q. 
C. Smith, M. D., Cloverdale, CaL, says: 
" After trying Prof. Thudichum's nasal 
douche, and several other modes of 
treatment for naso-pharyngeal catarrh, 
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we finally, some time since, hit upon the 
idea of using Richardson's apparatus 
for local anesthesia, to spray a med- 
icated solution into both the nos- 
trils and pharynx. And after trying 
various astringents, as local medicaments, 
we have decided, to our own satisfaction 
that the sulpho-carbolate of zinc, is as 
good as any, if not the best We prepare 
it thus : 
R. Supho Carbolate Zinc gr. viij. 

Glycerin 

Water aa f oz. ij. M. ft. sol. 

Sig: Apply warm, once a day thor- 
oughly, for several minutes, to nostrils 
and pharynx, in strong spray, introduc- 
ing the spray-tube well up into the 
nostrils, and deeply into the pharynx. 

Hot Water for Treatment of Sick 
Stomach. — Dr. J. S. Owen in Medical 
and Surgical Reporter says : •• I notice in 
the Reporter several articles on the treat- 
ment of sick stomach, and seeing noth- 
ing like my own, I thought I would give 
a few of the many cases in which I have 
found speedy relief from the use of hot 
water, after the stomach and bowels were 
emptied, and the patient completely ex- 
hausted from vomiting and purging 

Mrs. W., after the usual treatment had 
(ailed, and continued obstinate heaving 
for thirty- six hours, at intervals of twenty 
to thirty minutes, I was called in consul- 
tation with herlamily physician. Found 
her with cold feet and hands, sunken 
features, pulse 140 per minute, tongue 
dry. I ordered half a glassful of hot 
water but she, like all such patients, 
protested, saying that warm water would 
only increase the trouble. I remarked 
that I did not intend giving warm water 
but hot In a few minutes the patient 
was asleep and had no further trouble, 
seeing such happy results in a score of 



cases, I would impress upon those trish" 
ing to test it to use water as hot as the 
patient can bear it. 

Spasmodic Asthma. — Dr. Pirtle, in 
Medical Brief, says: I have recently 
treated several severe cases of spasmodic- 
asthma quite successfully with lumps 
formed (as many as required) of nitrate 
potassium and solid ext. stramonium, 
each lump containing 1 or 2 ounces of 
each, burnt upon a hot shovel, placed 
under patient with blanket or sheet 
thrown overhead. This makes a dense 
smoke ; and of course must be watched, 
removing the blanket as occasion may 
require. I also usually prescribe at the 
same time large doses of bromide and 
iodide potassium combined in some suit- 
able vehicle. This treatment has given 
such perfect satisfaction, both to patients 
and myself, that I thought perhaps it 
would be worth publishing, not that the 
remedies are new, but only in the man* 
ner of using the nitrate potassa and stra- 
monium. 

The Use of Chloroform. — M. Dol- 

• 

beau, tested the effects, upon persons 
already plunged in profound natural 
sleep, of chloroform vapor, a napkin x 
thoroughly saturated being held at the 
proper distance from the face of the 
patient, so that he should not be disturb* 
ed by contact. The effects were found 
not to be the same at all ages. In the 
case of adults the vapor emanating from 
the napkin generally caused an abrupt 
awakening with more or less jactitation 
and sometimes with outcry. With young 
children the effect was to produce anae- 
thesia quietly and without arousal. 
These observations, if fully confirmed, 
will have a manifestly important bearing 
on certain questions in legal medicine. — 
Exchange* 
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Nitrous Oxid Gas. — Dr. H. Gib- 
bons (in Pacific Medical Journal) thus 
describes the effects of the inhalation of 
nitrous oxid gas upon himself: 

"I expected to feel its exhilirating 
effects, which I had many times experi- 
enced when inhaling it for amusement. 
But no such effect was produced ; or, if 
there were, no recollection of it remained. 
On the contrary, the loss of consciousness 
was sudden and complete. There was 
no dreaming nor any sense of the lapse 
of time. But a sharp, tinkling sound, 
barely audible, was the only sensation 
of any kind. In the next moment, I felt 
a gentle tap on the hand and heard the 
voice of the operator, and returned in a 
flash, as it were, to perfect consciousness. 
I did not realize the lapse of an iota of 
time from the inhalation of the gas till 
the restoration of consciousness, and, of 
course, was much surprised when Dr. 
Thomas pointed to the table at my 
side, saying, "There are your three 
teeth, Doctor!" 

He remarks : Nitrous oxid gas is pre* 
ferable to ether and chloroform as an 
anaesthetic, because — 

1. It is much more easily administered, 
and is not unpleasant to the patient. 

2. It is more speedy and certain in its 
action, exhibiting its effect in a definite 
time. 

3. Its anaesthesia is as perfect as that 
from ether and chloroform, if not more 
so. 

4. It has no disagreeable after effects. 

5. It is absolutely safe, limiting it? 
paralyzing power to the cerebrum and 
sensory tract, and not invading the cere* 
bellum or medulla oblongata. 

6. It is adapted to all brief surgical 
operations. 

7. Its anesthetic effect may be pro- 



longed by renewal of inhalation, say 
for five or ten minutes, but should not 
be prolonged indefinitely. It is therefore 
not adapted for operations requiring a 
long time, such as ovariotomy. 

Cow's Milk for Babies. — At a meet- 
ing the County of Kings Medical Society 
a paper read by Dr. Jerome Walker on 
" The digestibility and dilution of cow's 
milk in the artificial feeding of children " 
gave rise to much discussion. In village 
and country medical men are not so 
much troubled in regard to the purity of 
milk. Yet few things are more perplex- 
ing and difficult than the question of how 
a babe, deprived of its mother's milk, 
shall be fed. After reading carefully 
and with much interest the paper alluded 
to, and the discussion to which it gave 
rise, we have only to remark that our 
experience accords with the views ex- 
pressed by Dr. Mitchell in the following 
quotation : 

' ' Have tried all kinds of food, with 
variable results. That which has been 
most beneficial has been condensed milk, 
largely diluted with water or barley, 
gelatine, etc., with lime-water. Milk 
should be added. There can be no 
question that when milk has once be- 
come cold it is never again the same. It 
is impossible to foretell on what a child 

will thrive — sometimes it will be sugar 
pure and simple ; sometimes clear 
butter ; and after that some one of the 
prepared foods. Borden's condensed 
milk has always been good. " 

Quite a variety of recipes and methods 
of preparation were suggested by mem- 
bers. One, mentioned by Dr. Chapman, 
struck us with favor, to-wit ; 

Condensed Milk, 2 teaspoonfuls. 

Lime-water, 4 

Sugar, } 

Water tepid, 24 

Mix. 
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Tracheotomy with the Thermo- 
cautery. — L Union Medicate du Canada 
quotes from the Bordeaux Med. Gazette 
the description of the operation of 
tracheotomy as performed by the gal- 
vanic cautery. The instructions are to 
provide a platina knife properly heated 
and proceed thus: 

1. Cut slowly from above downwards 
in the median line, immediately above 
the edge of the cricoid cartilage, and 
with a single incision, the skin and 
superficial aponeurosis. 

2. Starting from the same point, 
divide slowly and with one cut the 
muscular tissues, down to the trachea. 

3. Apply the point of the knife a 
third time to the superior extremity of 
the incision, and thrust it in perpendicu- 
larly until the sensation of resistance is 
overcome. The characteristic sound of 
the entrance of air will be heard. Proceed 
at once to enlarge the incision. This 
part of the process must be done quickly, 
in order to avoid injuring the surround- 
ing parts by the heat of the instrument. 
The operation was successfully per- 
formed in three cases. It requires less 
than a minute to make all three incisions. 
Before opening the larynx it may be 
fixed against the surrounding parts by 
pressure with the thumb and fingers of 
the left hand. This operation requires 
but a short time, it is entirely free from 
hemorrhage, and it may be performed by 
one person, no assistance being required 
except to hold the child. 

Chromic Acid in the Treatment of 
Ulcerating Granulations of the Os 
Uteri. — In the Annates de la Societe de 
Medicine d* Gand, M. Kceberle prefers 
chromic acid as a cauterizing agent to 
the other remedies usually used, as per- 
nitrate of mercury, iodine, nitrate of 



silver, and the actual cautery. He uses 
it in the crystalloid condition. It is a 
very anhydrous substance, and readily 
absorbs the moisture from the tissues 
which it may touch. M. Kceberle ap- 
plies it through an India-rubber specu- 
lum on a tampon of cotton-wool. Vom- 
iting often supervenes within fifteen or 
twenty minutes from the application of 
the acid. When the tissues are seriously 
altered it is necessary to repeat the cau- 
terization, but M. Kceberle has hitherto 
found three applications to suffice. 
After the application he applies a tam- 
pon, and advises the patient to use two 
soap-and water injections daily. He 
treats all ulcerations of the os in thfe 

way, as in epithelioma. — London Med. 
Rec, March 15, 1877. 

Canderna on the Treatment op 
Acute Intestinal Catarrh in Infants 
and Sucklings. — The author remarks 
(Med-Chir. Ceniralblatt, No. 51, 1876), 
that the common cause of this affection 
is injudicious or excessive feeding. The 
first indication, therefore, is to get rid of 
the offending matter. For this purpose 
castor-oil, mixed or not with aqueous 
extract of rhubarb, is the best. The 
excessive peristolic action of the intes- 
tines is diminished by the application of 
an opiative poultice. The second indi- 
cation, the removal of the catarrh set up 
by the irritating substance is best accom- 
plished with aqua laurocerasi, given 
alternately with minute doses of calomel 
every two hours. — London Medical Rec, 
March 15, 1877. 

Treatment of Vesical Hemmor- 
rhage. — The general treatment must be 
based upon the cause of the hemorrhage, 
but the bleeding itself should be checked 
by the application of an ice-bag over the 
bladder and perineum, the internal ad* 
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ministration of astringents (alum tannin), 
or the injection, as advised by Lebert of 
a 3-5 per cent, solution of tannin into 
the bladder. Lallemand has cauterized 
the bladder. In case of the formation of 
toagula, the bladder must be emptied 
by means of the catheter. Kraus. — 
Diagnose und Iherapie der Krankheiten 
des Menschen. 

Rhus-Poisoning. — Dr. F. L. James, 
of Arkansas, says in New Remedies, that 
having discovered that the serum which 
exudes from the pustules in rhus- poison- 
ing was intensely acid, concluded to try 
the bicarbonate of soda, and found it 
very efficacious. Next to the soda bi. 
carb. the following remedies have afford- 
ed the best results in my hands, in the 
order named : borax dissolved in glycer- 
ine, (boracis, dr. i ; glycerinae, dr. i) ; 
aqua ammonia (ammon. aquae, fl. dr. ij ; 
ol. oliv., fl. ox. i) ; sugar of lead (awash 
of the saturated solution or the liquor 
plumb, diacet. diluted). Quinine and 
iron, administered internally in those 
coses where a tonic was needed, hasten- 
ed the cure." — Louisville Med. News. 

Electricity in Herpes Zoster, Can- 
cer, etc. — Dr. A. D. Rockwell, (New 
York Medical Journal) says : " In the 
treatment of the pain of herpes zoster, 
galvanism is invaluable. In many cases 
that have fallen under my observation, 
I have never known it to fail to afford 
either complete or approximate relief. 
The effects of galvanism on the extreme 
suffering that so often accompanies 
mammary cancer are often little short of 
magical. I have in many instances seen 
the acutest agony relieved instantly, 
and, while this relief is necessarily sel- 
dom if ever permanent, it is possible in 
many cases, by repeated applications, to 
keep the pain in abeyance, for months. 



Bacteria — Their Nature. — Dr. T. 
E. Satterthwaite (Med. Record, Dec 
1875,) says: "1. Bacteria are certain 
vegetable organisms which probably be- 
long to the algae ; they are found abun- 
dantly in nature, but chiefly where there 
is moisture. 2. They exist in the body 
in health covering the mucous mem- 
branes from the mouth to the arms, and 
sometimes to penetrate a certain distance 
into the system without causing symp- 
toms of disease. 3. They also exist in 
putrifying fluids and in various diseased 
processes, occurring in hot and cold 
abscesses, in the blebs of erysipelas and 
in simple blisters. " 

Bromhydrate of Conia. — The salt 
has been used by various practitioners 
with great success in the treatment of 
whooping-cough, in doses of about one- 
twelfth of a grain, if necessary, every 
hour, for a child three years of age ; or 
one- thirtieth of a grain for a child of one 
year ; or one-sixth of a grain for adults* 
In sciatica it has been employed hypo- 
dermically in quantities of one- twelfth of 
a grain with good results. 

An Electuary against Tapeworm. — 
Dr. Du Plessis gives the following pres- 
cription : — Kameela, 6 to 12 grammes ; 
pulp of tamarinds, 30 to 40 grammes ; 
cedar juice and syr. cort. aurant ad lib* 
It is taken in one dose in the morning 
before breakfast With bothriocephalus 
the cure is generally a radical one with 
one dose. For taenia a stronger dose is 
advisable. — Med. Times. 

Curability of Syphilis. — Prof. Zeissl 
in a clinical lecture on the subject of the 
curability of syphilis, said : " I tell you, 
gentleman, that if a man contract syphi- 
lis he will die syphilitic, and at the day 
of judgment his ghost.wiU have syphilis." 
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Practical Notes. 



Quinine Pills. — Our co-laborer, Dr. 
Dyer, writes against the use of quinine 
in pills, particularly those put up for sale. 
He remarks: One o£ our physician s 
was attending a patient near this place, 
and gave a quinine pill every two hours. 
After two days, the fever being worse, 
it was found that the pills passed the 
bowels without being dissolved. A so- 
lution of quinine was then used with 
success. He also writes of 

PUEPERAL HEMORRHAGICA. 

May 12th was called to see Mrs. 
D., — multiparo— infant one year old. 
Found her bleeding from nose, gums, 
mouth, and bowels. Is menstruating 
very slightly, the first time since birth of 
child. Signs of puerperal hemorrhagica ; 
stigmata scattered all over her body: 
petechial, vibices and echymometa. 
Has scurvey. * Look upon the case as 
one of vicarious menstruation. R. Fl. 
ext ergot i dr. every two hours ; also 
powders of sugar of lead and Doveri to 
alternate ; the juice of two lemons per 
day. 

13th no better; 14th hemorrhage 
slacking: third day of her menstrual 
flow gave hot baths to increase the flow, 
but no medicine internally, for fear of 
hemorrhage that I might not control. 

15th much better. To continue treat- 
ment, with 5 gr. doses of soluble citrate 
of iron and quinine every four hours 
during day. Will give iron until next 
menstrual period. 

Dec. 7th Mrs. D. was a few weeks 
confined all right. 

Wink Bitters.— Pure Claret wine at 
meals is used very extensively in France 
and is said to be promotive of digestion. 
Combined with nux vomica, as in the 



M. 



* 

annexed recipe, it constitutes an excel- 
lent tonic and appetizer : — 

R. Fl. ext. Cinchonae dr. i. 

Tine, nucis vom gtt v. 

Syrup aurantii<cort....oziss. 

Claret wine oz.viii. 

Take two to four tablespoonsful 
before eating. 

Spermatorrhoea. — Prof. Hayes, of 
Philadelphia, says hie knows no better 
treatment for spermatorrhoea, than phos- 
phorus and strychnia. 

R. Strichniae Sulphas. ...gr. ij; 

Phosphori gr. j. 

To make fifty pills. One three times 
daily. 

The diet to be nutritious, but not rich ; 
the suppers light; the bladder kept 
well emptied, and the rectum free from 
irritation. (Naphey.) 

The same treatment answers well for 
impotence. When spermatorrhoea can 
be traced to irritable prostate astrin- 
gent injections are advised. 

R. Zinc, acetatis gr. iv; 

Water oz. iv. M. 

Use twice daily, and on going to bed. 
Prof. Gross, of Philadelphia, prescribes 
the following for spermatorrhoea :» 

R. Elix. cinchonae dr. ss. 

Acedi nitrici duliti...gtt viij. 

Strychniae sulph gr. 1 16 

This quantity to be taken three times 
per day. The dose of strychnia seems 
full large. 

Neuralgic Pill. — 

R. Quiniae sulphatis gr. i. 

Ferri et potassae tatt..gr. ij. 
Morphiae sulph. rgr. 1-24 ad 1-12 
M— Take every frour until an expect- 
ed paroxysm has been missed. 

Recommended by Mr. Gregory and 
Dr. Burdenell Carter, in periodic neu- 
ralgia, 1. c, p. 121.— New Remedies. 
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Diabetes. — In Naphey's late work on 
Therapeutics, we find that carbonate of 
ammonia is mentioned with great favor 
In the treatment of diabetes : — 

R. Ammonia carbonatis dr. ij to iv. 

Aqua cinnamomi oz.iv. 

M. Take tablespoonlul three or four 
times a day, with a moderately restricted 
diet. Also, 

R. Tinct. ferri chloride gttxx. 

Well diluted with water thrice daily. 

In this disease Dr. La Costa, relies 
mainly on J gr. doses of opium repeat- 
ed three times per day. 

Chronic Sore Throat. — Prof. Pan- 
coast, uses as a favorite gargle in chronic 
sore throat, the following formula : 

R. Tincturae myrrhae 

Tine, krameriae 

Mellisdespumatac.aa oz. j. 
Acidi muriat. diluti.. gtt. xv. 

ANOTHER. 

R. Aciditanici dr. ss. 

Mellisrosae oz. jss. 

Aquae oz. ivss. 

Folicular Pharyngitis. — There is a 
form of sore throat, often obstinate, which 
when examined will be found to be 
attended with numerous folicular pim- 
ples in the posterior wall of the pharynx, 
for this Prof. Da Costa, of Philadelphia, 
uses the following : 

R. Sulphate of copper. ...dr. j. 

w acer. •••••• •« ••••••••••« oz» j. jxl. 

Apply with a brush three times a 

week. 

Anti-emetic— As an excellent anti- 
emetic, particularly in uterine affections 
use: 

R. Tine, nux vomica dr. i. 

Tine. Ginger.. dr. ij. 

Dose. — Gtt xv in a little mint water 
every half hour until four or five doses 
are taken. 



Scientific Items 



Malleability of Gold.-A single grian 
of gold maybe beaten out so as to cover 
a space of seventy-five square inches, 
the thickness of the leaf is then only the 
three hundred and sixty-seven thousand 
six hundred and fiftieth part of an inch. 

The Planet Jupiter. — Recent obser- 
vations indicate that the real body, or 
nucleus of the planet Jupiter has never 
been seen, it being surrounded by a 
semi-transparent atmosphere of about 
11,000 miles in depth, in which float 
vapors and vast cloud masses, sometimes 
in layers, at others in irregular heaps, 
having well rounded forms. It is believ- 
ed that deep down below these vast 
cloudy layers lies the fiery mass of the 
real planet, in which are upheavals and 
outbursts compared with which the most 
tremendous volcanic explosions on our 
earth are utterly insignificant. 

Evolution. — Sir Wyville Thompson 
said before the natural history class at 
Edinburgh : " We have in fossil remains 
a record of the inhabitants of this world 
running back incalculably farther than 
man's existence on this planet, and al- 
though we find that thousands of species 
have passed away, and thousands have 
appeared, in no single case have we yet 
found the series of transitional forms im- 
perceptibly gliding into one another, and 
uniting two clearly distinct species by a 
continuous bridge, which could be cited 
as an undoubted instance of the origin 
of a species. 91 

The quantity of air inhaled by *an 
adult in 24 hours averages about 360 
cubic feet, or 2,000 gallons — about 730- 
000 gallons in one year. 



Editorial and Miscellaneous. 



CT All communications relating to the business of 
Thb Bioobd, for the year 1877, mnat be addressed to 

DR. B. G. WORD, 
Business Manager, Southern Med. Beo. 

Atlanta, Ga. 

(y Brief and practical communications are solicited 
an all subjects pertaining to medicine, also reports of 
eases in practice. 

CaTSend money by eheok, postal order, or register- 
ed letter. 

CT Write your tame, post-ofBoe, oonnty and State 
plainly. 



SPECIAL NOTICE. 



Certain of our subscribers have order- 
ed the journal on short time, and others 
have been receiving it on a condition 
made them in the January No. by which 
they were to remit promptly on recep- 
tion of February issue. Nearly half the 
year is gone, and they have not complied 
with the engagement, subjecting us to 
serious inconvenience. Friends, we are 
on the ca^h t basis, paying the printers 
cash in advance. Your forgetlulness of 
so small a matter may seem trifling to 
you, but we assure you it is no light 
matter with us. Please remit at once 
and oblige 

R. C. WORD, M. D. f 
Business Manager. 



THE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION OF 

GEORGIA. 



The twenty-eighth annual session of 
the above body assembled at Macon on 
the 18th ult. Our space will not admit 
of the proceedings in detail. There was 
a good average attendance. The meet- 
ing was called to order by Dr. Hall, and 
the address of welcome made by Dr. J. 
E. Blackshear, of Macon, as the repre 

4 



sentative of the Medical Society of 
Macon, in a brief but interesting manner, 
and happily responded to by Dr. K. P. 
Moore. Dr. Battey, President of the 
Association, then took the chair, and de- 
livered an opening address, making a 
tribute to the memory of Dr C. B. Not- 
tingham, deceased, and taking as his 
topic the subject of " Rest." 

Invitations were extended to the mem- 
bers of the Association to visit the Geor- 
gia Academy for the Blind, and the 
Asylum for the Insane, at Milledgeville. 
Receptions were given the Association 
also by Mrs. Dr. Hall and Fitzgerald. 
Reports were read by Drs. Le Hardy, 
P. B. Doster, A. W. Calhoun, Green, 
and others. 

Dr. Calhoun reported ninety six oper- 
ations for cateract, out of which ninety 
were successful. He also reported the 

successful transplanting of a portion of a 
rabbit's eye upon the eye of a young 
lady. 

On the second day of the Association 
communications from Dr. T. S. Powell, 
of Atlanta, Drs. Kenan, of Milledgeville, 
Shaffer, of Gainesville, Hunter, of Lou- 
isville, andj Leitner, of Columbus, were 
read, explaining their absence from the 
body. 

The annual oration was delivered by 
Dr. Todd, of Atlanta. 

A committee consisting of Drs. Talia- 
ferro, Love, Johnson, Alexander, O'Dan- 
iel, and Hopkins, was appointed to use 
their influence with the Legislature to 
strengthen and make efficient the laws 
regulating the State Board of Health. 

Interesting papers were read by Drs. 
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Hammond, Rawlings, Kenan, Gordon, 
Burgees, LeHardy, and others. 

A resolution by Dr. Smith, of Au- 
gusta, to memoralize the Legislature to 
K move the special tax on physicians was 
adopted. 

Dr. Burgess, of Macon, was appoint- 
ed orator for next year. 

The Board of Censors reported Dr. 
J no. G. Westmoreland, of Atlanta, 
guilty of a breach of discipline, and 
judged that he be suspended for one 
y* ar. Upon this action an appeal was 
afterwards entered and sustained. 

The committee on nominations re- 
ported the following names : President, 
Dr. Wm. O'Daniel, of Twiggs; First 
Vice President, Dr. D. W. Hammond, 
ol Macon ; Second Vice President, Dr: 
S B. Hawkins, of Americus; Secretary, 
Dr. J. B. Baird, of Atlanta; Treasurer, 
Dr. W. R. Burgess, of Macon. 

The next annual meeting of the As- 
sociation will be held in Atlanta^ Ga. 



HEMORRHAGIC MALARIAL FE- 
VER, AND OUR JOURNAL. 

Dr. L, A. Guild, of Georgia, has 
promised to send us a new and success- 
ful treatment lor that formidable malady 
known as Hemorrhagic Malarial Fever. 
We hope to have it in time for our next 
issue. 

He says of our journal : " I have been 
a constant reader of your journal with 
four other medical periodicals ; and regard 
the Southern Medical Record as the 
best for the general practitioner. While 
I find much more display and extrava- 
gance of get up in the northern journals, 

and a great deal of reading matter per- 
taining to hospitals, syphilitic affections, 
aneurisms, elaborate theories and prosy 
statistical reports, and a vast deal about 
diseases which the village and country 



doctor never sees, I find in your journa 
pithy and pointed communications about 
diseases which are incident to my own 
section, and which I almost daily encoun- 
ter ; and in connection therewith I find 
practical suggestions, and new and val- 
uable formulae, which I can make, and 
have made available in my practice. I can 
point out in each issue of your journal 
receipes which I would not be deprived 
of for the price of subscription. This 
much I have said in no spirit of flattery, 
but because it is the truth, and because 
I feel that you ought to be encouraged 
and sustained by the profession. I hope 

soon to send you a subscriber. * * * 
[We thank our friend for the high compli- 
ment he has thought fit to give us. He is not 
alone in his high estimation of the Record ; 
we have a large number of testimonials 
equally complimentary, to publish which 
would be agreeable to our vanity, but would 
encroach too much upon our space.] 



Consultations. — When a physician is 
called in consultation, he should be care- 
ful not to injure the medical brother in 
previous charge of the case. Consul- 
tations are seldom requested by the at- 
tending practitioner, because he feels the 
need of advice, though sometimes the 
conscientious medical man is actuated 
by this motive, and properly so, but 

rather to restore the waning confidence 
of the friends, and that they may know 
that the case is being judiciously treated. 
The physician consulted should, if possi- 
ble, sanction what has been done, and, 
neither by direct nor indirect means, do 
anything which the friends can construe 
into a disparagement of the attending 
physician. Such conduct is ih violation 
of the ethics, unworthy of the profession, 
and dastardly in principle. 

MERBELZi, Thorp & Loyd, Cincinnati. — 
This house comes highly recommended to us 
as pharmacists and manufacturing chemists. 
See thier card elsewhere. 
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Opium Antidotes. — Dr. J. B. Matti- 
son, of New York, read before the Med- 
ical Society of the county of Kings, 
Brooklyn, an interesting paper exposing 
a reputed antidote for the opium habit, 
gotten up by one S. B. Collins, of Indi- 
ana, and which is having an extensive 
sale. He had it analyzed with the fol- 
lowing result. 

Water 28.66 

Glycerine 66.88 

Sulphate of Morphia 4.45 

The sample is colored with magenta. 
Analysis by Walz and StillwelL 
This proportion of morphine amounts 
to more than grains xxv. to the ounce J 

An analysis of the same nostrum, 
made by another party, confirms this re- 
port; and the same is true of the so- 
called antidote of Mrs. J. A. Drollinger. 

Vaseline in Nasal Discharges. — Dr. 
H. A. Dubois, of California, says in 
Medical Record, that in discharges re- 
sulting from ulcerations of the septum 
of the nose, the treatment found most 
effectual has been the use, night and 
morning, of vaseline, with five grains of 
salacylic acid added to the ounce, intro- 
duced into the affected nostril by a cam- 
el's hair pencil, or upon a little cotton 
wound around the end of a stick, using 
internally minute doses of corrosive sub- 
limate, with some preparation of iron. 

A meeting of the Provisional Associa- 
tion of American Medical Colleges will 
be held at the Palmer House, Chicago, 
on Saturday, June 2d, 1877, at 10 
o'clock, a. m. All colleges represented 
at the meeting of the Association held 
June, 1876, are invited to send delegates 
to the ensuing meeting, and all charter- 
ed medical colleges in the United States 
recognized as " regular " by the colleges 



already represented in this Association, 
are also invited to send delegates from 
their Faculties to the said meeting. 

J. B. Biddle, M. D., Prcst. 



Osteoclast. — This is an apparatus in- 
vented by C. F. Taylor, M. D , of New 
York, for fracturing a deformed limb. He 
reports two cases, wherein disease of the 
hip joint had resulted in the head of the 
bone being fixed in the socket, leaving 
the femur in a distorted and irreducible 
condition. They were fractured at the 
distorted point by this instrument treat- 
ed by fracture apparatus, and the deform- 
ity very much improved. 



Dr. Barry's Address. — We are in 
receipt of a copy of Dr. W. H. Barry's 
J address before the late meeting of the 
Arkansas Medical Association, and find 
it eloquent in phrase, and replete with 
interesting historical allusions. 

Blue Glass Cure. — We notice that 
the editor of the Boston Journal of Chcmis 
try and other chemical writers, place lit- 
tle confidence in the wonderful properties 
ascribed to blue glass as a therapeutic 
agent. 



The Georgia Pharmaceutical Associatior, 
held their second annual meeting in Atlanta 
recently. It was numerously attended. 
The following officers were elected : President 
— -R. H. Land, Augusta ; First Vice Presi- 
dent— E. W. Hunter, Louisville ; Second Vice 
President— Roland B. Hall, Macon ; Third 
Vice President — O. Butler, Savannah ; Treas- 
urer— John Ingalls, Macon; Secretary— W. 
A. Taylor, Atlanta. 



The State Medical Association of Alaba ma , 
at Birmingham, elected JDr, Peter Bryce, 
President; Dr. Frank Prince and Dr. Lamp- 
ley, Vice-Presidents ; Dr. B. H. Riggs, Orator, 



See advertisement of Medical 
Register and Directoty. 
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ARKANSAS MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 



The Medical Association was held at Hot 
Springs, on the 18th and 19th ult Dr. W. 
H. Barry, of Hot Springs, delivered an inter- 
esting address. 

The members were cordially received and 
treated with generous hospitality by the citi- 
zens and members of the Medical Profession. 

Dr. Hazard, editor of the St. Louis Chemi- 
cal Record, was present by invitation, and 
addressed the convention. 

Resolutions were passed commendatory of 
the Clinical Record, Virginia Medical Month- 
ly, Southern Medical Record, Philadelphia 
Medical and Surgical Record, and Chicago 
Medical Journal and Examiner, for the inter- 
est manifested by those journals in that side 
of the Arkansas medical troubles represented 
by the Association. Also, in relation to se- 
curing a higher standard of medical educa- 
tion, by pledge. 

[We are not familiar with all the facts con- 
nected with the Arkansas medical troubles 
alluded to in the above resolution. We dis- 
claim any prejudice against either party ; but 
we are the advocates of truth and justice, and 
simply oppose hasty and impulsive action in 
our deliberative bodies. The good of the pro- 
fession at large requires this, and any other 
action will not be sanctioned by the true and 
good men of the profession. We are in favor 
of a full and impartial hearing in all such 
controversies before definite or final action is 
taken. The commission of an error does not 
necessarily criminate the party committing 
it, as it may be ignorontly done, but to en- 
dorse and perpetuate a wrong, with all the 
facts before you, would be partisan in spirit 
and corrupt in principle,] 

The following gentlemen were elected to the 
offices specified for the coming year : J. A. 
Dibrell.jr., M. D., of Little Rock, President; 
J. L. H. Sessums, M. D., of Lonoke, First 
Vice President; T. J. Ried, M. D., of Hot 
Springs, Second Vice President; J. M. Gist, 
M. D., of Beebe, Third Vice President; D. H. 
Dungan, M. D., of Little Rock, Permanent 
Secretary, and J. M. Pirtle, M. D., of Little 
Rock. Treasurer. 

The Association adjourned to meet at Little 
Rock, on the fourth Tuesday in April, 1878. 

MEDICAL CONVENTION OF TEXAS. 



at Galveston, on the 9th ult, and was called 
to order by the President, Dr. R. H. Harri- 
son. The roll was called by Dr. East, the 
Secretary, and a quorum found to be present* 
A very appropriate and cordial address of 
welcome was made by Prof. Greenville Dowel, 
in which he remarks of Galveston : " Twelve 
years ago we had 13,000 inhabitants, and 36 
physicians, now we have 40,000 inhabitants, 
and not so much to do as then." A result 
which he attributes to drainage and sanitary 
improvements. 

A resolution endorsing the action of the 
Travis County Medical Society, in refusing to 
treat with irregular practitioners, gave rise to 
a somewhat prolonged and heated discussion. 
A certain member of the convention having 
acted upon a State Medical Examining 
Board, composed in part ot irregulars. The 
Travis County Society was finally sustained, 
but the offending brother was exhonorated 
from blame. 

A sumptuous banquet was provided for the 
members, to which an address was delivered 
by Dr. Kelly, President of the State Associa- 
tion. 

Several interesting papers and reports were 
read in the subsequent proceedings of the 
body which we cannot notice at present. 



BOOK NOTICES. 



The ninth annual session of the Medical 
Convention of the State of Texas assembled 



Modern Therapeutics.— A compendium 
of recent formulas, approved treatmeat and 
specific methods in Medicine and Surgery, 
with an appendix on hypodermic medication 
inhalation, aeration, and other remedial 
agents ana therapeutic methods of recent in- 
troduction. By George H. Napheys, A. M., 
M. D. Fourth edition, re-written and en- 
larged. Philadelphia, D. G. Brinton. 

Medical men will be glad to learn that a 
new and revised edition of this valuable work 
is in hand for distribution. We are acquaint- 
ed with no single production which can so 
nearly place in the nands of the practitioner, 
as a book of reference, the accumulated im- 

Srovements of modern therapeutics. A new 
ivision on surgical therapeutics is added, 
and the section onj diseases of women and 
children are much enlarged. Numerous val- 
uable formul® are embodied in the work* 
The diseases are alphabetically arranged 
under the general nosological division to 
which they belong. The treatment as recom- 
mended by different practitioners is stated, 
and that by the various hospitals in each 
disease, followed by a resume of the more im- 
portant remedies used. We hesitate not to 
recommend this work as a very valuable pro- 
duction. 
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Original and Selected Articles. 



SULPHATE OF CINCHONIDIA 
AND SULPHATE OF QUININE. 



By PROF. WM. ABRAM LOVE, M. D. 



To write an article on the subject of 
sulphate of quinine at this day and time, 
would seem to be a work of supereroga- 
tion — especially in a section of country 
where that drug has so generally taken 
its place among ordinary household sup- 
plies — unless that article should be di- 
rected against its inordinate, indiscrimi- 
nate, and injudicious use. In the hands 
of the profession, who have studied its 
physiological action, and the pathologi- 
cal conditions against which that action 
may be directed, it is one of the most 
valuable and potent remedies of the 
materia medica. But, unfortunately, 
from these very facts, it has passed into 
the hands of the laity who have not 
studied these things, and this most val- 
uable remedy, from its abuse and inju- 
dicious use, has, in an indirect way, re- 
sulted in much evil to those who nave, 
wuh too much faith, leaned upon it as a 
remedy in this mal-application. Yet 



the abuse of an article is no argument 
against its judicious u$e. This abuse, in 
certain sections of the country, has been 
in its administration as an anti-periodic 
and prophylactic, in controlling or pre- 
venting the development of miasmatic 
disease — in its use without the proper 
elimination from the system of such dead 
elements sCs have been disintegrated in 
the organism, while the emunctories have 
remained closed, preventing their exu- 
dation, or a failure of action, entire or in 
part, on the part of the glands and se- 
creting membranes. Serious conse- 
quences follow this neglect, not from the 
use, but this abuse of the remedy — not 
that it fails of its legitimate action, but 
because too much is expected from its 
administration. 

All is conceded that is claimed tor it 
as a tonic, as an anti-periodic, as a su- 
perseded, and a sedative (cardiac or 
otherwise), as well as much that is 
claimed for its prophylactic powers— yet 
we are told that it fails in many cases to 
come up to the expectations of those 
who give, or those who take it, or both. 
These failures may, as a general rule, be 
traced to the errors alluded to above, 
while in many cases they may be clearly 
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attributable to error in the time of its 
administration. Particularly is this the 
case in intermittent, remittent and con- 
tinued fevers. We had been instructed 
to administer the drug at stated inter- 
vals, immediately preceding the expect- 
ed paroxysm in intermittent diseases — 
on the wane of the fever in remittents, 
and at stated periods, if at all, in con- 
tinued forms of fever. 

After all that has been claimed for 
quinine is conceded — there is another 
still, of which we hear but little — and 
that is its power of regulating the dis- 
turbance in the normal diurnal changes 
that take place in the system, under mi- 
asmatic and other paroxysmal diseases. 
The normal diurnal changes are two 
greater, and two lesser, with still four 
other, less marked, yet fixed as to time. 
They occur in health — are physiological. 
The two greater changes take place at 
midnight and at noonday. The two 
lesser at six o'clock morning and after- 
noon, and the other four, less marked, 
about midway between these four, but 
may predominate to the one or the other 
side according to the condition of the 
system, or the circumstances attendant 
upon each and every individual case. 
Now there is little hazarded in making 
the assertion that the potency of qui- 
nine depends — in all forms of disease 
diurnally paroxysmal, where it is at all 
admissible — upon its power of regulating 
the disturbances that take place in these 
diurnal changes, from the greatest to the 
smallest, and with equal confidence it 
may be stated that it is most effectively 
shown when the remedy is administered 
between the changes that take place at 
midnight, and the early or later morn- 
ing change (i. e.) between one and ten 
o'clock a. m. 

It is not intended to do more in this 
paper than to point to these changes, 
and to the fact of the more effective ac- 
tion of quinine when administered be- 
tween the hours stated. If a patient 
will bear it at all with benefit, that ben- 
efit will be enhanced by taking advan- 
tage of this fact. Where the fever is 
continuous, and seemingly so high as to 
contra-indicate its use, the remedy will 



frequently, through its antipyretic ac- 
tion, reduce the temperature very much, 
and very certainly more than when 
given at any other period of the twenty- 
four hours. Any physician may, at any 
time, satisfy himself of this fact by a fair 
trial at the bedside, thermometer in 
hand, noting the diurnal thermal curves, 
and take advantage of the same in the 
treatment of any form of disease when 
the free use of quiniue is indicated. By 
resorting to this period for its adminis- 
tration, it will be found, too, that a far 
less quantity of the drug will be required 
to produce the same satisfactory results. 
What is said here of quinine, may, 
with equal confidence, be said of the 
other alkaloid, or its salt, now presented 
to the profession— 

THE SULPHATE OF CINCHONIDIA. 

As to the difference in effect of the 
two remedies, administered in like cases, 
this will not be generally of a marked 
character. To some few points of differ- 
ence it may not be out of place to refer, 
and in these there would seem to be some 
in favor of the cinchonidia. In the man- 
ifestations of its action upon the nervous 
system, they are less marked upon the 
nerves of special sense than those result- 
ing from the use of quinine. There is 
less cerebral fullness, less ringing in the 
ears, less deafness and disturbance of 
vision,, or vertigo. 

In some individuals quinine has a 
tendency to produce muscular prostra- 
tion, coldness of the surface, and in her* 
culean doses, prostration and collapse. 
In this class of cases, in known individ- 
uals, where both have been tried, it has 
not been our province to mark any spe- 
cial difference between the action of the 
quinine and cinchonidia. As a cardiac 
sedative their effects are about the same. 
During a practice of very many years 
within the malarial belt, where mias- 
matic diseases in all their forms and com- 
plications presented themselves, from a 
simple chill and fever to the most aggra- 
vated form of hemorrhagic malarial 
fever — (hematuria) and miasmatic pur- 
purea hemorrhagica, we found that 
when the disease was disposed to run 



SOUTHERN MEDICAL RECORD. 



141 



into a chronic form, or a condition of 
malarial cachexia, quinine was not so 
effective in its action, not so certain or 
reliable as to results, as the preparations 
of bark containing other or all of the 
alkaloids, (i. e.) the solid extract, fluid 
extracts, tinctures, or even the pow- 
dered bark itself. In such cases the 
cinchonidia* it is believed, would be a 
more effective remedy than quinine. 

Our work has been confined more 
particularly to the treatment of delicate 
females, many of them from the mala- 
rial belts of this and the adjoining States, 
who reach us with their systems sur- 
charged with malaria, their vital forces de- 
pressed, their secretions deranged, their 
powers of assimilation and disintegration 
below par, their portal system passively 
engorged, and their nervous system very 
much impaired. In such cases we have 
found the cinchonidia, as we believe, 
more effective than the quinine, cer- 
tainly more satisfactory to the patient 
from its affecting less the nerves of spe- 
cial sense, alluded to above. In such 
cases, where intermittens are disposed 
to assume a masqued form, cropping out 
under the guise of neuralgia, myalgia, or 
rheumatism, etc. — where a certain period- 
icity becomes observable in the train of 
nervous symptoms that complicate or 
accompany uterine diseases, the cincho- 
nidia will present some advantages over 
the quinine — first, for the reasons as- 
signed above, its tendency to produce 
less disturbance in the nerves of special 
sense; and for the additional reason 
that, wlyle its action may be somewhat 
less rapid than quinine, it is, to the same 
degree, more persistent and permanent 
in its effects. Every practitioner who 
closely watches the effects of his reme- 
dies, has learned by experience that all 
alkaloids act more rapidly than the 
agents, from which they are obtained. 
They act explosively, so to speak, there 
is a tension in their action that is quick 
but short-lived as compared with the 
agent from which they are derived. In 
the treatment of acute cases, and in cases 
where an emergent action is desired, this 
gives them — the alkaloids and their salts 
— great advantage over the original sub- I 



stance. But in a very large class of 
cases, where disease has assumed a 
chronic form, where it is persistent or 
recurrent, where there is a tendency to 
run into the condition of a cachexia, 
We will find the parent substance more 
effective than its more active alka- 
loid. We desire an action that is 
nearer allied to the slower process 
of combustion, rather than that of 
explosion. In such cases we resort to 
the original substance, to its solid ex- 
tract, or to some form nearer approach- 
ing the original in its action, rather than 
the alkaloid or its salts. Now, as we ap- 
proach the one or the other of these 
extremes in the form of the agent, we 
modify or intensify its action, but while 
its tension, its concentrated force, and, 
so to speak, explosive action, rests in 
the alkaloids and their salts, it loses, 
pari-passu, its persistence, and inasmuch 
as " strength does not consist in spasms, 
but in the stout bearing of burthens," 
we have occasion to recede a little from 
these more active preparations and their 
explosive, or, so to speak, spasmodic 
action, and trust to the stouter burthen- 
bearing powers of the preparations of 
nearer approach to the original mother 
agent. 

Just at this point we feel that Messrs. 
Powers & Weightman, Manufacturing 
Chemists, have, as we stated before our 
State Medical Association last week, 
placed the profession and the people 
under lasting obligations to them, by 
furnishing an agent with which to fill one 
such gap — and a very important one — 
in our materia medica, in presenting to 
the profession sulphate of cinchonidia 
as a substitute for sulphate of quinine 
— an agent filling the gap just a degree 
below the tensive action of quinine, but 
at the same time more persistent in its 
ultimate effects. 

For over twenty years of our profes- 
sional life, it has been our province to 
battle against the effects of malaria in 
its most concentrated virulent form, 
within the malarial belts of this State, 
and we have constantly, during that pe- 
riod and since, felt the need of some 
stout burthen-bearing anti-periodical 



142 



SOUTHERN MEDICAL RECORD. 



malarial antidote, without the explosive, 
tensive action of quinine. Though no 
longer of that malarial region, we bear 
a feeling recollection of its impresses, 
and while we are now in the higher al- 
titude on the water-shed dividing the 
waters of the Atlantic and the Gulf 
streams (Atlanta is situated in 33 45* 
19.8" Lat\ 84 23* 297" Long* — at an 
elevation of 1,087 ft* above the level of 
the sea), where malaria is, comparatively 
speaking, scarcely known, yet from the 
nature of our professional labor, we have 
had ample opportunity to test the effects 
of the drug on cases (principally delicate 
females) coming from these malarial 
belts, or like regions of Georgia, Ala- 
bama, Florida, and South Carolina, 
where their systems had for months, and 
perhaps years, been constantly saturated 
with the subtle poison. In such cases 
we have found an advan* age in the more 
persistent action of cinchonidia, in its 
less tendency to affect the nerves of the 
special senses, in the less sense of ten- 
sion of the brain and nervous system, 
hence a better tolerance of its use — nor 
does it seem to produce the same 
amount of gastrointestinal disturbance. 
In view of all these things, we can read- 
ily account for the fewer relapses that 
follow its judicious and sufficient use. 

It is admitted that a change of air and 
change ot altitude will, and does, aid in 
the restoration of those who come here 
from malarial regions for treatment of 
diseases and derangements peculiar to 
themselves pr their sex, rather than their 
section. Yet they often reach us charged 
with malaria to such an extent that it 
would require long residence to eradi- 
cate the same without the aid of reme- 
dies to correct the existing morbid asso- 
ciations and mal-action in their organ- 
isms. Aside from, their peculiar diseases 
or derangements, they bring with them 
the same pathological conditions, result- 
ing from miasmatic influences, that ex- 
isted with them at home, subject to the 
same laws^ amenable to the same reme- 
dial agents* Such cases yield to the 
cinch DnicKa treatment in this respect, 
here, and a continuance of the same 
after their return home has* so far, given 



token of a like happy result, so that all 
the benefits in this respect cannot be 
attributab'e to the health-giving air of 
this Kennesaw range of mountains* 

We have observed the same rules in re- 
gard to the use of cinchonidia that have 
so long governed us in the use of quinine. 
We have given it in the same doses, 
forms, and formulae, and for the reasons 
given above, while in some few active 
and acute cases, where the active, ten- 
sive, explosive action of quinine would, 
to meet an emergency, or parry a par- 
oxysm, seem to point to that as the 
preferable agent, still, in the vast major- 
ity of cases, where we are accustomed to 
regard quinine as indicated in the treat-, 
ment, in which these exigencies do not 
exist, where the disease is chronic or 
the impress- persistent, where the indi- 
cations are for a seige treatment rather 
than by storm, we are persuaded that 
an advantage other than pecuniary will 
be found in the use of Sulphate of Cin- 
chonidia. — Atimtia Medical Journal* 



GLYCERITE OF KEPH ALINE. 



By C. G. POLE, M. D., Philadelphia. 



The interest bestowed upon the vari- 
ous preparations of phosphorus in the 
last few years is important. It is believed 
that it subserves a high purpose in the 
animal economy, and exerts a modifying 
influence upon physiological and patho- 
logical conditions in animal organisms, 
consequently the integrity of organs, ai>d 
functions seem to depend upon an ade- 
quate supply and proper formula. 

To meet these requisitions, the skill of 
the chemist has been exhausted, and in 
vain. The use of the laboratory com- 
pounds have been attended with very 
uncertain advantage. 

Andre Sanson says : " The phosphates 
that are manufactured in the laboratory 
are not such as should be used, because 
their form does not allow of tbei* diges- 
tion, and assimilation." 
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Dr. Tillbury Fox, the distinguished 
writer on skin diseases, says : '* There is 
something essentially special ih the or- 
ganized phosphates, in fact, that have 
been formed by passing through a living 
organism, as compared with those artifi- 
cially prepared. It is not the amount, but 
the kind, which produces the good re- 
sult." 

Dr. Percy, in his essay on phosphorus, 
for which the prize essay was awarded by 
the American Medical Association in 
1 872, says : " That phosphates that en- 
ter the animal system, as laboratory 
compounds, do not perform the same 
function as the phosphates which enter 
the system through the natural chemical 
elaboration of vegetable life." 

The above quotations explain why the 
different preparations of the oxides of 
phosphorus have been unsatisfactory as 
remedial agents; they are laboratory 
compounds, incapable of assuming or- 
ganismal or nutrient properties. They 
may prove tonics, but even as tonics 
they are inferior to iron, quinia and cod 
liver oil. Phosphorus in the form of the 
metalloid, taken into the system, is 
scarcely oxidized at all ; only a very mi- 
nute quantity being transformed into hy- 
pophosphorous acid, and if continued for 
any considerable length of time, Dr. 
Percy says it induces Bright's Kidney 
(Nephite Albuminuria).* Churchill's Hy- 
pophosphites have not sustained his claim 
as a restorer of phosphorus in an oxi- 
dizable form to the system. 

Believing that the scientific and ration- 
al formula of phosphorus could only be 
found in a vegetable or an animal organ- 
ism, I began my experiments in 1857, 
while a medical student in the University 
of New York, to- fottti a combination 
identical with the pbosphoicte of the 



brain. This I realized m protagon, an 
agent now undergoing the ordeal of the 
medical profession, and which promises 
to become an extensively tsfcd arid star 
esteemed agent 

The subject of this paper differs? from 
protagon in containing only the brabi 
hypophosphites to the exclusion of the 
phosphites, phosphates and oleo hypo- 
phosphrous. I here ghre its formula : 

R — Hypophosphite of ammo- 
nium & parts. 

Hypophosphite of calcium 8 parts. 

Hypophosphite of sodium 3 parts, 

Hypophosphite of magne- 
sium.; } part 

Hypophosphite of mangan- 
ese • $ part. 

Phosphide of nitrogen 1 part 

Tribasfe hypophosphorous 
acid (50 pev cent.). 5 parts. 

Pure glycerine 76 parts. 

I pursue, very nearly, Benrtett's meth- 
od in isolating the brain phosphoids. 
Ten drops of this combination, given 
three times a day, is a powerful nerve 
tonic, and an invaluable nerve food. 
Given with' Loeftand's malt extract, I 
have succeeded far better with my con* 
strmptftres than I did when J relied main* 
ly onr cod liver oHL In feet, my expe- 
rience has been that, in the earlier stages; 
this treatment will arrest the disease in 
a targe per cent, of cases* but ifwill not 
cure tfte disease in itione than ftv<* fb eight 
per cert*, of cases after tubercular soften* 
ing has begntt. I believe in the pretu- 
bertular stage, it fe almost a specific, but 
it is almost useless to give it in the last 
stages, with the expectation of immedi- 
ate restoration to health. It can not 
restore a ruined lung ; it can not, invari- 
ably arrest the ulcerative stages of 
■ phthisis; but, yet, my experience justfr- 
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fies me in trusting it with a greater con- 
fidence in every stage of phthisis than I 
can accord to cod liver oil, or any agent 
in the list of therapeutics. 

In practice, nervous diseases furnish a 
large, interesting, and intricate part of 
the cases with which the physician has 
to deal* 

Loss of memory, nervous prostration, 
sexual debility, receive decided benefit 
from the use of the glycerite of kepha- 
line. If there be a remedy entitled to 
the name of specific, it belongs to this 
in the cure of these disorders. My ex- 
perience has been extensive with it, and 
the results are generally gratifying. In 
paresis cerebri, it is the only agent which 
promises any benefit. It will arrest the 
progress of locomotor ataxia in a large 
per cent of cases ; although, it does not 
restore the nerve structure, which Ipas 
been already damaged; it usually pre- 
vents further extension in that class of 
cases, which seem to have their origin in 
sexual excesses. 

But, perhaps, of all the diseases, in 
which I have used the glycerite of keph- 
aline, there is none in which the use is 
more positive, and unequivocal, than in 
uterine irritation, evincing itself in the 
protian forms of hysteria; a class of 
patients who are usually inveterate and 
annoying, defying the usual remedies of 
the materia medica, and breaking our 
repose in many a weary night These 
persons are frequently dyspeptic, and of 
a low vital standard. They need a pow- 
erful nerve tonic, and find it in this agent 
I have now, a record of twenty of those 
cases, in which permanent relief has been 
secured by the use of this agent. 

In infantile diseases, as we would, a 
driori, have anticipated, glycerite of 
kephaline is efficacious. Most of the 



diseases immediately associated with 
dentition, have their prime factor in a 
deficiency of the phosphoids, in conse- 
quence, the phosphites of magnesium 
and calcium are not supplied to meet the 
requirements of the system, in the pro- 
duction of teeth, bones, and in the pro- 
cess of nutrition, irritation is set up in 
the nervous centres, expending itself 
upon the brain, lungs, or intestinal canal. 
By supplying the phosphoid principles 
required, and not previously present, it 
relieves dental irritation effectually ; for 
this purpose, I prefer a wine of wheat, 
made by isolating the phosphoid princi- 
ples from four pounds of wheat, by heated 
alcohol, precipitating at a low tempera- 
ture, dissolving with orthophosphoric 
acid, and mixing with one pint of port 
wine. Protagon, or the solution of all the 
phosphoid principles of brain, in hypo- 
phosphorous acid and glycerine, is to be 
preferred, in infantile cases, to the glyce- 
rite of kephaline. 

I have here tried to define the thera- 
pentical position of this agent without 
exaggeration, or enthusiasm, and submit 
these conclusions to the medical profes- 
sion, conscious that whatever error I 
have presented will be realized and re- 
jected, and if the agent be as valuable as 
I think it is, it will eventually receive all 
the appreciation that is due it 

ACONITE. 



ByL J.M.OOS8, AM..M.D., Marietta, (*l, 
Author of late work on Materia Medica, etc. 

The medical effects of aconite are just 
beginning to be appreciated. Says Dr. 
Sydney Ruiger : ' ' The virtues of aconite 
are far from being appreciated, but I pre- 
dict that, ere long, it will be extensively 
employed. Perhaps no drug is more 
valuable. Given in large doses, aconite 
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at first produces a sensation of warmth 
at the pit of the stomach, not unfre- 
quently with nausea and vomiting. This 
sensation. of warmth soon spreads over 
the body, and it then produces a tingling 
of the lips, tongue, and adjacent parts ; 
the uvula and tongue feel as if swollen, 
and deglutition is frequent. A still 
larger dose induces a numbness, and 
tingling at the ends of the fingers, rap- 
idly spreading over the entire body, pro- 
ducing more or less anaesthesia and mus- 
cular debility, and, if the dose be very 
large, this muscular debility will be ex- 
treme. But in doses of one or two drops 
of the tincture (saturated), its action on 
the circulation is very prompt The 
above dose, repeated every one or two 
hours, will frequently reduce the pulse 
down from 120 or 100 to 60 or 70 per 
minute, but larger doses, repeated too 
often, produce such debility of the heart 
that it causes it to beat much faster, and 
sometimes it becomes irregular. Wheth- 
er the pulse becomes faster or slower 
under the influence of this drug, it always 
looses strength, which shows the power 
of it over the heart's action. 

Dr. Achscharumow and Dr. Fother- 
gill, in their experiments upon frogs, 
show that aconite will produce paralysis 
of the heart, arresting the contractions 
of the diastole. It affects the respiratory 
movement in a similar manner ; mode- 
rate doses render the respiration slower, 
but large and toxical doses often pro- 
duce short and hurried breathing. It 
first stimulates the inhibitory centre of 
the pneumogastric nerve, and thus slows 
the action of the heart, and, if increased 
in dose largely, it finally exhausts the 
pneumogastric, and, at last, paralyses it, 
and then the heart beats quicker and 
irregularly. Its power of controlling 



inflammation is almost marvelous. It 
will not always remove the products of 
inflammation, but, by controlling the 
inflammatory process, it will prevent the 
further formation, thus saving the tissues 
from any further injury. It should al- 
ways be resorted to in the early stages 
of inflammation, at which time it is most 
serviceable. In. pharyngitis, tonsilitis, 
and glossitis, it is an indispensable rem- 
edy, and may be given, and locally ap- 
plied, in the form of a dilution. Aco- 
nite not only lessens the frequency of 
the circulation, thereby decreasing the 
chemical changes, diminishing the oxi- 
dation of the blood, but it increases the 
flow of blood to the skin, producing 
perspiration, and, thereby, the rapid ra- 
diation of heat, and the evaporization 
from the body, which also lessens the 
heat. And not only does aconite dimin- 
ish the heat thus, but also by its direct 
influence on the vascular system. It is 
well known that the vascular system is 
always in a state of semi-contraction in 
fevers and inflammation. Aconite di- 
lates the arterioles, and increases the 
capacity of the vascular system, and 
thereby drains the blood away from the 
inflamed organ. In tonsillitis, croup, 
and other limited inflammations, if aco- 
nite is given in the earliest stage, when 
the chill is still on the patient, the skin, 
dry, and hot, and burning, soon becomes 
comfortably moist, and, in a short time, 
bathed in a profuse perspiration; and 
the quickened pulse becomes less fre- 
quent, and, from twenty-four to forty- 
eight hours, both the circulation and 
temperature become natural. A mod- 
erate dose, say 1 gtt will make the pulse 
not only slower, but fuller and stronger, 
and more compressible. Hence its good 
effect in typhoidal fevers, characterized 
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by depressed circulation — a want of free- 
dom of the circulation. It may be given 
in doses of from J to 1 gtt. every hour, 
at first, and the intervals prolonged as 
it affects the heart's action. 



REMEDIES FOR COUGH. 



We may profitably study a few of the 
remedies for cough in this place, though 
most of them have been named in the 
treatment of diseases of the respiratory 
apparatus. But as we well know, it re- 
quires frequent repetition to impress facts 
upon our minds. Let us think of the 
two-fold treatment — "remedies that re- 
move the disease will remove the cough, 
and remedies that remove the cough fa- 
vorably influence the disease.'' The first 
is especially applicable to acute, and the 
second to chronic diseases. If, for in- 
stance, we find a cough associated with 
increased temperature, a frequent pulse, 
arrest of secretion, and impairment of 
innervation, we conclude at onoe that 
remedies which will rectify these wrongs 
will relieve the cough. One might think 
that this was a very natural conclusion, 
and yet we find that many practitioners 
do not reach it, but commence with 
•special remedies caHed expectorants. 

In studying the old group oi expecto- 
rants they were* divided into two promi- 
nent classes— nauseant, or relaxant, and 
stimulant If there was arrest of secre- 
tion, the first class would furnish the 
remedies ; if there was profuse secretion, 
they would be drawn from die fecood 
group. Once in a while we go back to 
these old remedies and select them in 
this way. But the trouble in their use ie 
that they do too much. If there is dry- 
ness of the respiratory passages, and we 
'give the "nauseant expectorants/' we 
are p re t t y sure to get a too abundant 



secretion ; so, in some cases, the stimu- 
lants do too much, and arrest the secre- 
tion, or make it difficult of removal. 

Let me record it that expectoration is 
morbid, not natural ; that a profuse se- 
cretion of mucus, or muco-pus, is not 
essential to recovery, but is produced by 
impairment of the life of the part, and 
leads to further impairment. 

Lobelia. — I prefer to use lobelia for its 
stimulant action, rather than as a nau- 
seant expectorant. If there is a sense of 
oppression and feeling of dullness, I 
should prescribe this remedy without 
reference to the arrest of secretion. As 
we have already seen, it is the remedy 
in asthenic bronchitis, especially of child- 
rep, with profuse secretion and difficulty 
in removing the accumulations. Let me 
repeat the formula for the child: R. 
Tinct. lobelia (seed) dr. j, comp. tinct 
lavqnder dr. iij, simple syrup oz. iss. M. 

Ipecacuanha.— Giving up the old use 
of ipecac as a nauseant, let us employ it 
as a remedy fcr that irritation which 
prompts an almost continued effort to 
Tree the larynx by cough. It may be a 
case of inflammation, as in infantile 
pneuigonist, or it may be only a cough, 
but with this symptom the remedy is 
very effectual. It may be triturated 
with sugar, or sugar and gum arabic 
and given in small doses, or the tincture 
may be prescribed in water. 

S&tgvmaria.—l prefer the nitrate of 
aangiiinaria to any other preparation,, as 
its acjtion seems better, and it is more 
easily carried and dispensed. One grain 
to lour ounces of simple syrup makes £ 
very igopd preparation, and when dis- 
pensing from my pocket case I add it to 
water in the same proportion. The in- 
dication, for it U a sens* of constrictiop 
and tickling in the throat 
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Tartar Emetic. — But you don't use 
any antimony, do you ? O no, I get 
along very well without it, but should 
you wish to use it, I will name the cases 
and the quantity. If there is hoarseness 
with tenderness of the larynx, you have 
a marked case ; or if the cough is hollow 
and reverberating, and there is evidently 
want of power in it, you have the othetf . 
Triturate the remedy with sugar, one 
grain to one drachm, and divide in forty 
powders, giving one in every two or 
three hours. You could hardly kill any 
one with this, though, if a child, we 
would make the dose still smaller. 

Belladonna. — Belladonna is a cough 
medicine as well as a remedy for con- 
gestion, as we have already seen whilst 
studying whooping cough. The indica- 
tion is the usual one — dullness and incli- 
nation to sleep. 

Drosera. — Drosera is the remedy for 
the cough of measles, and for any cough 
that simulates to it. This cough, it will 
be recollected, is paroxysmal and explo- 
sive. The proportions are — R.-Tinct. 
drosera dr. ss to dr. j, water 02. iv; a 
teaspoonful every four hours. 

Nitric Acid. — Nitric acid is frequently 
a most admirable cough remedy, and 
will quiet irritation when others fail. If 
now we should stop there, how would 
one know when to use it ? But if we 
say whenever the tongue shows the 
marked violet color, we use nitric acid, 
any one can select the case fot the reme- 
dy. 

StiUmgia. — This is a most valuable 

remedy for the relief of cough, and for 

some of the most intractable forms. The 

irritation seems to localize itself just 

back of the posterior pillars of the fauces, 

and sometimes above the soft palate, 
though there may be disease of any , 



part of the respiratory apparatus. In 
ordinary prescribing the tincture of stil- 
lingia may be added to any cough mix- 
ture ; or it may be prescribed with simple 
syrup ; or it may be dispensed in water 
like other remedies. We have already 
called attention to the stillingia liniment 
as a most valuable remedy. 

Sticta Pulmonaria. — This is a most 
valuable remedy, and if the characteris- 
tic indications present, it will speedily 
check a cough. There is pain in the 
shoulders, passing -up through the neck 
to the occiput ; the cough is frequently 
violent, and so harassing as to prevent 
rest R. Tinct. sticta gtt. x to dr. ss, to 
water oz. iv ; a teaspoonful every two or 
three hours. 

Macrotys. — With pain, evidently in 
the thoracic walls, rheumatic in charac- 
ter, I use macrotys as a cough remedy. 

Colknsoma. — We have found that col- 
linsonia was a remedy for irritable larynx, 
ministers' sore throat, and a chronic 
laryngitis. But we have diseases of 
other parts of the respiratory apparatus 
in which the use of the voice brings on 
cough. Let us try the collinsonia in 
these cases. 

Grmdelia. — We will think of this as a 
possible remedy for asthmatic cough, 
and as a pretty certain remedy for a 
chronic cough associated with profuse 
leucorrhoea, or with a discharge of mu- 
cus or mu co-pus with triple phosphates 
in the urine. This is rather a singular 
indication for a cough medicine, but it 
will be well to note it. The dose wUl 
vary from one to ten drops. 

Bromide of Ammonium. — In the study 
of whooping cough we found that this 
was the remedy for an epileptiform 
cough, and in treating children 1 would 
suggest its use when the slightest invol- 
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untary movement of muscles is observed. 

Cactus. — Cactus is a remedy for cough 
when associated with precordial oppres- 
sion and irregularity of pulse. 
. Pulsatilla. — Dizziness, fear of impend- 
ing danger, and the condition of the 
mind designated as nervousness, suggest 
this remedy. 

This only names a few of the remedies 
that will influence a cough, but it will 
suggest the method of selecting the right 
remedy. The rule «n all cases is, "give 
the remedy called for by characteristic 
Symptoms," and in this way we can 
hardly make a mistake. 

Remedies that influence the Fauces. — 
For the temporary relief of cough we 
frequently employ remedies in such 
form that they influence the fauces or 
throat, and find it much better than their 
internal administration. The simplest 
way is to use a lump of sugar, and drop 
the remedy upon it as has been named 
for the stillingia liniment. Equal parts 
of sugar and gum arabic form a very 
good ba^is for the administration of 
remedies, and will sometimes quiet a 
cough themselves by their demulcent 
action. The powder is allowed to dis- 
solve slowly in the mouth, and then 
swallowed. Any thing that may be 
thought useful may be added, as chlo • 
rate of potash, alum, borax, aconite, 
morphine, lobelia, stillingia, etc. 

Remedies by Inhalation. — Remedies by 
inhalation exert a direct influence upon 
the respiratory mucous membrane, and 
are sometimes used with great advantage. 
Volatile agents may be inhaled from the 
old-fashioned glass inhaler, or from a 
glass tube in which a loose sponge has 
been placed, the remedy being dropped 
• upon this. The latter method is a very 
good one. Some of the remedies are 



burned and the gas or smoke is inhaled, 
as is the case with the many M burners " 
used for asthma. Others being more 
volatile are used with the spray appara- 
tus, or atomizer, and the finely divided 
fluid is carried into the lungs with the 
respired air. It is not necessary to give 
formulae for these here. — Eclec. Med 
Jour. 

ON THE BEST MEANS OF PRO- 
MOTING UNION BY FIRST IN- 
TENTION. 



By E. W. LEE, M. D., Chicago. 

Ninety- nine practitioners out of a hun- 
dred will proceed to dress an incised or 
lacerated wound by bringing the edges 
together, and maintaining them in posi- 
tion—or trying to — by means of strips 
of adhesive plaster or interrupted sutures 
of silk. For several years I have been 
in the habit of using needle sutures for 
all wounds, varying the size and shape 
according to the location and depth of 
the wound. For all wounds not very 
deep, I use Sharp's No. 12 cambric 
needle. It is very small, and is easily 
introduced and extracted. 

If plaster be used, no matter how 
carefully it may be applied, in a few 
hours it stretches, permitting the edges 
of the wound to gape although the ap- 
position was perfect when leaving the 
hands of the surgeon. If interrupted 
sutures of silk be used in the ordinary 
way, the edges of the wound are brought 
together, leaving underneath a cavity for 
the accumulation of discharges and sub- 
sequent suppuration ; the silk causes 
more or less irritation immediately, it 
begins to cut, and unless taken out in 
24 hours, leaves an ugly mark at the 
seat of the suture. In all wounds over 
one-third of an inch in length, I use these 



SOUTHERN MEDICAL RECORD. 



149 



needle sutures. We all know what an 
unirritating substance steel is. . Needles 
have entered the body, and remained 
there for years, causing no inconvenience 
whatever, coining out in an entirely 
different location from where they had 
entered. Suppose we have a wound to 
dress, say one and a half inches long. 
I proceed in the following manner: 
Carefully cleanse the part of all foreign 
matter, and wait for hemorrhage to cease. 
Then, if the location and depth of the 
wound be suitable, take a No. 1 2 cambric 
needle in a needle holder, insert it a 
proper distance from the edge of the 
wound, push it through at about half 
the depth of the wound, bring the point 
out about the same distance on the op- 
posite side. Take now a piece of stout 
ligature silk or thread, and surround the 
transfixed tissue, and draw the edges of 
the wound together. Put in as many 
sutures as may be necessary to secure 
perfect apposition, and the dressing is 
complete. It is useless to put on plas- 
ters in addition ; they stretch, thejr are 
unsightly and unclean. In dressing 
wounds by this method, pressure can be 
made so as to bring the edges of the 
wound together from top to bottom ; no 
space is left for secretions to accumulate ; 
no chance is left for stretching, and for 
the edges of the wound to gape ; the 
pressure being so equally distributed, the 
suture does not cut through as a silk one 
will. The only objection to allowing 
the sutures to remain for four or five 
days, is that after forty-eight hours they 
are difficult of extraction. This difficulty 
I have overcome by having the needles 
electroplated with silver. „ To extract 
the needle, I take the end in the needle 
holder, gently turn it round in the 
wound once or twice, and then withdraw 



it. I do not cut the silk, it remains ad- 
herent, the blood and serum forming an* 
incrustation, holding the silk in position ; 
this I am careful not to disturb. I once 
dressed an incised wound 24 inches long 
in the manner described. Between 40 
and 50 needles (No. 12) were used ; 
every portion of the wound healed by 
first intention. The advantages of this 
plan do not by any means end here. 
Suppose the radial, temporal, or palmar 
arteries be wounded ; many practitioners 
not expert will spend considerable valu- 
able time in seeking and ligating any of 
these vessels, and consequently more 
loss of blood than need be is occasioned. 
Here the needle suture is not only the 
best means of bringing the edges of the 
wound together, but it is the quickest, 
easiest, and safest means of stopping the 
hemorrhage by acupressure. I have 
repeatedly adopted this plan in all the 
above-mentioned accidents, and always 
with the utmost satisfaction. Suppose 
union by first intention does not take 
place ; then cut the silk, withdraw, the 
needles, and the amount of retraction 
that takes place will not be nearly so 
great as it would had they not been used. 
I usually succeed in getting union by 
first intention, and when I have failed, 
it has been either from a faulty condition 
of the system, or from being too hasty 
in the application of the dressing. In 
incised wounds about the neck and face, 
where primary union is so desirable, this 
plan is peculiarly suitable. In scalp 
wounds, prudent practitioners hesitate 
to use silk sutures, so apt are they to set 
up erysipelatous inflammation ; to make 
plasters adhere, it is absolutely necessary 
to shave the scalp for a considerable 
space around the wound. Use needle 
sutures, and it is not necessary to remove 
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any hair at all, and they may remain in 
'the scalp as long as may be necessary 
with impunity. This may seem a very 
small matter to say so much about ; but 
with most of us, dressing wounds is an 
every day occurrence, and any improve- 
that may be introduced, however small, 
is of practical importance. I have tried 
this plan so long, and thoroughly, and 
with so much gratification to myself and 
patients, that I feel it a duty to urge its 
substitution for silk and plaster entirely. 
It is not, of course, original with me, 
yet it is not adopted to any extent by 
the profession. I am confident that if 
the dressing be carefully done by those 
adopting this method, the attending suc- 
cess will be so uniform as to prohibit 
the employment of any other. 



Abstracts and Gleanings. 

Elixir Glycyrrhizae. — By Geo. W. 
Kennedy, Ph.G. — An elixir by the 
aboye name has been introduced in our 
section within the last few weeks, inten- 
ded as an adjuvant to disguise and cover 
the extremely bitter taste of the cin- 
chona alkaloids, epsom salt, and other 
nauseating and bitter medicines. I can 
say, after a large number of experiments, 
that this elixir will admirably answer the 
purpose for which it is recommended 
and intended. Experiments made with 
the view to ascertain and determine the 
quantity of quinia an ounce of the elixir 
will completely disguise, prove that the 
bitterness of from 10 to 12 grains is 
masked, while with from 15 to 20 grains 
there is but a slight bitterness observed, 
comparatively speaking. Hitherto the 
great objection to quinia as a medicine, 
especially when given in a liquid form, 
has been its very bitter taste. There 



are few sick or convalescent patients who 
can take it in solution ; besides, it is fre- 
quency prescribed for young children, 
and to prepare it for those in as palata- 
ble a condition as possible, is the great 
object of elixir glycyrrhizae. which I hope 
will fill a vacant place in the line of the 
many elegant pharmaceutical prepara- 
rations, and one which I am satisfied, 
from my own observations, will meet the 
hearty approval of the medical fratern- 

ity. 

My object here is to bring this subject 
again before the medical and pharmaceu 
cical professions and recommend its use, 
and also to furnish a formula for a prep- 
aration which is much pleasanter than 
simple syrup, and to the former decid- 
edly patateable. 

The following formula I find to furnish 
an excellent elixir : 

R. Radic glycyrrhizae opt oz. ii, 

Spir. vini rect. fort f.oz. vi 

Aquae f.oz. yi 

Syr. simplic f.oz. iv 

Spir. aurantii f.dr. iss^ 

Spir. cinnamomi min. viii 

The spirits are made by dissolving 1 
fluidounce of the oil in 15 fluidounces of 
stronger alcohol. 

Make a moderately coarse powder of 
the root, mix the alcohol and water, 
moisten the powder with the mixture, 
allow it to stand twelve hours, pack in 
a conical percolator, and pour on the 
balance of alcoholic mixture, and suffi- 
cient diluted alcohol, until 12 fluidounces 
of percolate are obtained, then add the 
syrup, and finally the spirits of orange 
and cinnamon. — Journal Pharmacy. 

[The practitioner may carry this with 
him labeled aromatic elixir, and under 
that name, using it as a vehicle, can 
give to children and fastidious patients 
the most nauseous and bitter drugs with- 
out difficulty. Eds.] 
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Cancer. — Prof. Esmarch, of Kiel, at 
the late Congress of German surgeons, 
drew attention to the fact that we are 
not warranted in dismissing every case 
of cancer as incurable, where an opera- 
tion cannot be performed. He recalled 
the history of a lady who, when declared 
incurable, took arsenic on purpose to 
destroy her life. She failed in her de- 
sign, but cured her disease. He adduced, 
with illustrative drawings, a large num- 
ber of patients, the subjects of cancer or 
epithelioma, or of diseases indistinguish- 
able from them, where large doses of 
iodide of potassium, or of arsenic, had 
cured the apparently hopeless malady. — 
British Medical Journal. 

Bandaging for Ulcers on the Leg. 
— Mr. Wm. Prowse, in British Medical 
Journal, says that the bandage should 
always be applied from above, down- 
ward. It can be applied more easily, 
and with greater uniformity and precis- 
ion, by this method. A bandage thus 
put on, will keep its place for any re- 
quired period, without becoming mate- 
rially slackened. Plasters should be 
applied in the same way. Cut into 
strips an inch wide, and apply around 
the limb from above, downward, each 
strip being made to overlap, by a third 
of its width, the preceding one. 

Apocynanum Canabinum in Dropsi- 
cal Affections. — Dr. Fentress (in Med. 
Brief) says the above agent is an admi- 
rable reipedy for the removal of dropsi- 
cal accumulations, in all cases unattended 
with inflammatory action. He uses the 
fluid ext., as follows: 

R. Fluid ext. apocynum...dr. ij; 

Spts. lav. comp oz. ss; 

Syr. simplex oz. iijss. 

M. One teaspoonful every three or 
four hours, increasing or lessening the 
dose, as circumstances indicate. In 



large doses, it is an active hydrogogue 
cathartic. 

On thb Hypothesis that the Human 
Ovaries contain Male or Female Ova. 
Prof. Mayrhofer, of Vienna, disproves, 
as he thinks, conclusively, the opinion 
advanced by Schultze in 1854, and re- 
cently supported by Ahlfeld, that the sex 
of the child is determined by the pres- 
ence of male and female ova in the hu- 
man ovary, the order of maturation and 
impregnation of which is a matter of 
chance. Mayrhofer believes that the 
sex is determined during conception by 
a vital interchange of quality between 
the ovum and semen. 

Preservation of the semen by infre" 
quent coition probably favors the form- 
ation of the male sex during conception. 
Observations in sheep breeding appear 
to prove the truth of this proposition ; 
the ram begetting male lambs in the be- 
ginning of the season — but females la- 
ter. 

It is also exceedingly probable that 
mammals, cows, for instance, which 
have become impregnated during the 
early part of oestruation, more frequently 
bear female— others impregnated near 
the end of oestruation, male calves. 

An interesting and important question 
for investigation bearing on this point 
would be to ascertain the proportion of 
male and female children in orthodox 
Jewish families. If the supposition be 
correct, that among the children of or- 
thodox Jewish parents there are more 
boys than among the children of Chris- 
tian parents, the reason would probably 

be found in the law, which declares the 
woman unclean during thirteen days 
from the beginning of menstruation. — 
American Journal of Obstetrics, October, 
1876. 

[We think it most probable, from ob- 
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servations by stock raisers, that the tes- 
ticle determines the sex ; an ovum fe- 
cundated by the spermatazoa from the 
right testicle producing a male, and the 
left a female. Ed.] 

DlOSCORIA VlLLOSA, OR WlLD YAM. — 

Dr. Goss, of Marietta, Ga., says, of this 
agent : From the use that I have made 
of it, I think that it acts directly upon 
the spinal cord, and the reflex nervous 
system — the umbilical plexus of nerves 
specially — and in over-doses it will cause 
hyperesthesia of the spinal cord, brain, 
uterus, and abdominal nerves. But in 
medical doses, it is one of the most pos- 
itive remedies we have for bilious colic 
(so called), which name is very inappro- 
priate to many cases of colic; the 
vomiting of bile, in many instances, being 
the result of spasmodic retching. But 
there are cases of this disease that are 
caused by vitiated biliary matter ; and 
others from biliary calculi obstructing 
the gall- duct. It is not only a valuable 
remedy for spasmodic colic, but also for 
some cases of neuralgia, especially for 
those cases that have their seat in the 
umbilical plexus. Here the pain runs 
from the hips to the ankles. In dys- 
pepsia, where there is a dull pain in the 
cardiac region of the stomach, constant 
belching of gases, cramps of the stomach, 
or acute lancinating pains in it, then 
dioscoria will be of much service. In 
those cases it acts much like the sub- 
nitrate of bismuth. It has proved valu- 
able in vomiting, pyrosis, and gastralgia 
of pregnant females ; or, in cases of 
vomiting during the menstrual flow. In 
those cases of renal colic from the 
passage of calculi, which is often mis- 
taken for bilious colic, dioscoria will give 
prompt relief. Combined or alternated 
with ipecac, it is a valuable remedy in 



dysentery, relieving the tormina and 
tenesmus like opium. In severe attacks* 
of angina pectoris, alternated with the 
cereus bonplandie, it will be found to- 
give relief where morphia fails. It seems 
to oppose spasmodic contraction of 
muscular fibre in the abdominal and 
thoracic region. To get its benefits, 
however, it must be fresh, or tinctured 
while fresh ; for, like many good reme- 
dies, it soon loses its strength. 

Coca. — Dr. Tanner says : Whatever 
may be said from time to time about the 
effects of coca on the human system, 
this much is certain, that it causes timid 
people, who are usually ill at-ease in 
society, and particularly so before 
strangers, to appear to good advantage 
under these circumstances. In other 
words, it cures bashfulness. It will cer- 
tainly prove of inestimable value to that 
class of people who have made them- 
selves bashful and cowardly by an abuse 
of the sexual organs, as well as to those 
who are by nature diffident. It also 
prevents weariness, either mental or 
physical, which usually follows pro- 
longed or severe exercise. There is no 
doubt that it possesses these properties 
in a high degree, as any one can 
readily satisfy himself by experiment. 

Chronic Chills. — Dr. McNider, in 
Brief says : I send you a prescription — 
an infallible one in my hands — for 
chronic chills, and am sure that no one 
will be disappointed who will' give it a 
trial : 

R. Ferri arseniatis 2 grs. 

Quiniae sulph 32 grs. 

Ext. taraxaci q. s* 

M. Ft mas. et div. in pil. 32. 

S. One three times a day, after meals. 

The patient should be advised in re- 
gard to the arsenic ; and when its effects 
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are seen the dose should be reduced to 

two a day, or even to one. 

Mixturb for Nervous Insomnia, 

^Graves). 

R. Tincture of columbo ^ 

Tincture of quassia I , 

Tincture of gentian f ** aT ' vll >' 

Tincture of cinchona J 

Muriate of morphia f to J gr. 

M. Three tablespoonfuls a day, in a 
half cup of tea, one hour before the 
evening meal, to arrest the nausea and 
appease the nervous irritability and bring 
about sleep, particularly in persons who 
have committed alcoholic excesses— in 
certain cases lukewarm douches are a 
useful adjuvant — Progressive Medi- 
cine. 

Effects of Medicine upon the fe- 
tus in utero. — Dr. J. L. Cleveland, in 
a paper read before the Cincinnati Acad- 
emy of Medicine, states : 1. That certain 
remedies, potassium iodide, salicylic 
acid, and chloroform, may pass from the 
maternal into the fetal circulation. 

The acute exanthemata, scarlatina, 
measles, small-pox, and perhaps vacci- 
nation, can be propagated by the mother 
to the fetus, whether syphilis passed 
from the mother to the fetus, or vice 
versa, remains yet undecided. 

The effect of maternal, mental, and • 
emotional influences upon the vitality 
and development of the fetus is undeter- 
mined. 

As to the therapeutic effects of medi- 
cines upon the fetus, almost nothing is 
known. There is only one class of rem- 
edies that are administered with the be- 
lief or hope that they will have any 
effect upon the fetus, viz. , syphilis spe- 
cifics, and the efficacy of these are stoutly 
denied by some. 

Chloroform is known certainly to enter 
the fetal circulation, but ft is not known 



to exercise any pernicious effects. Zwei- 
fel claims jaundice may be caused. This, 
however, is not proved. 

It has not been demonstrated that 
morphia passes into the fetal circulation, 
but clinical testimony seems to show 
that it sometimes does. Clinical expe- 
rience appears to prove that in the hands 
of most practitioners, and in the vast 
majority of cases, opiates may be used 
with safety to the fetus. 

It appears, however, on the other 
hand, from the testimony of some ob- 
servers, that the hypodermic use of mor- 
phia to its full safe physiological effect 
produces in the tetus dangerous phe- 
nomena, cyanosis, impaired respiration, 
irregular pulse,- contracted pupils, a dis- 
position to sleep, and sometimes convul- 
sions. It is of the utmost practical im- 
portance to us all that this latter point 
should be determined. — Clinic. 

Diptheria. — Dr. Lucas writes: 

Editor Medical Brief: 

Dear Sir — Having treated a large 
number of cases of diptheria after the 
following plan, and not having lost a 
case, I briefly give the treatment, in your 
journal, to the profession. When called 
to see a case, I make the following 
prescription, varied according to age, 
etc. : 

R. Fluid ex. baptisia .2 drs. 

Fluid ex. phytolacea 1 dr. 

Hyposulphite of soda 4 drs. 

Aqua 4 ozs. 

Mix. Teaspoonful every two hours ; 
also use as a gargle every hour or two]; 
rub the neck with a mixture of sweet oil 
and spirits of turpentine, and then apply 
fat meat to the throat and, keep it thete ; 
in bad cases, rub the body all over with 
lard, at least once a day* 
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Progressive Pernicious Anaemia 
Treated by Transfusion. — The patient 
complained of great weakness, frontal 
headache, dizziness, impairment of vision 
and hearing, numbness of fingers, loss of 
appetite, etc. His condition rapidly be- 
came most serious in spite of energetic 
treatment. Bronchitis set in, and the 
cerebral symptoms pointed to the rfck of 
sudden and fatal syncope. Under these 
circumstances transfusion was determ- 
ined on as a last resort, and it was per- 
formed on December 20th. The blood 
was conveyed from the vein of a healthy 
man directly to that of the patient by 
means of Aveling's instrument. The 
operation lasted about thirteen minutes, 
and between eighteen arid twenty ounces 
were injected. As soon as the patient 
manifested uneasiness, the transfusion 
was stopped ; he complained then of a 
sense of oppression about the chest, but 
in a little while became more comforta- 
ble. The operation was followed by a 
rise of the temperature, which reached 
its maximum (103° F.) on the next day, 
and also by an aggravation of the bron- 
chitis. Ten days after the operation the 
patient was allowed to get up, and three 
weeks after he began to take out-door 
exercise. He was subsequently sent to . 
the Convalescent Hospital, where for 
sometime he continued to improve. 
Then the old symptoms gradually re- 
turned, and he went home and died 
about two months after the transfusion. 
Dr. Glynn regrets that he did not return 
to the Infirmary, and that transfusion 
was not again practised. — The Lancet. 

Croton Chloral in Toothache.— 

Dr. Cleburn writes to the editor of the 
Medical Record, that the specific effect of 
croton chloral hydrate upon the /iftA 
pair in neuralgia suggested its use as an 



internal and local anaesthetic in tooth- 
ache. I have derived prompt relief 
from its use in 5-10 grain doses in the 
toothache of dyspepsia and pregnancy, 
and in those aggravating cases which 
occur in rheumatic and neuralgic pa- 
tients. Failing to relieve by the ordi- 
nary remedies a severe attack of tooth- 
ache, due to dental caries, I found that 
a mixture of equal parts of chrystallized 
cabolic acid, chroton chloral hydrate and 
solid Japanese oil of peppermint, 
promptly removed the pain and obtru- 
ded all sensitiveness during the process 
of filling. 

Glycerine a Poison. — MM. Dujardin- 
Beaumetz and Audige have made some 
observations which tend to show that 
glycerine possesses poisonous properties. 
Two hundred and forty-five grammes, 
with an equal quantity of water, injected 
under the skin, killed a dog in forty-five 
minutes. Death always follows the in- 
jection of . 8 of the animal's body- weight. 
In the only exception where it was re- 
covered from, the animal had drunk 
large quantities of water. As much as 
1.25 gives rise to convulsions of a teta- 
nic kind, which continued till death. 
There is also increased temperature, 
sometimes the thermometer reaches 109°. 
After death, congestion of the cerebro- 
spinal meninges is seen. 

Fucus Vesiculosus, is a sea-plant, 
known as k sea~wtack* It has been 
mentioned as a remedy for obesity, and 
cases have been reported which seem to 
establish its efficacy in preventing and 
removing the deposition of fat in the 
tissues. The fluid extract is given in 
doses of a half to one drachm three 
times per day. . It is a good remedy, 
also, in suppression of the menses. 
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Laparotomy. — Dr.D.T. Gilliam, Ohio, 
in Clinic, advocates surgical interference 
in cases of intestinal obstruction, having 
shown that the mortality, as indicated by 
the cases thus far reported, is only 20 per 
cent. , while without the operation it is 
80 to 90 per cent. He remarks : 

" We consider the intestinal and ab- 
dominal distention suddenly evolved, 
with their retinue of morbific influences, 
as the main element of danger in lapa- 
rotomy, and as the distinguishing dif- 
ference between it and ovariotomy. 

4 • The above suggests the necessity of 
keeping the abdominal distension at 
the minimum ; acupuncture, or aspira- 
tion may be of service. Now as to 
the manner of operating. We do not 
propose to go into the details of the 
operation. A few suggestions here, with 
an application of the same rules rela- 
tive to the abdominal section in ovari- 
tomy, will be all that is required. Be- 
fore opening the abdominal cavity, we 
must not forget the influence of tern 
perature on the vital energies, and am- 
ple provision must be made for keeping 
up the body heat. The middle line is 
the place to cut ; it possesses advan- 
tages over every other, and yields the 
best results. As there is usually much 
trouble in replacing the escaped viscera, 
it is advisable to make as short an in- 
cision as is compatable with ease of op- 
erating. For the same reason it is de- 
sirable to prevent the escape of the 
viscera during the operation. As it is 
often necessary to withdraw an intus- 
susception before reduction can be ef- 
fected, Mr. Hutchinson advises that 
the lower end of the invaginated 
mass be sought for and withdrawn from 
the cavity, which will obviate the neces- 
sity of removing much bowel from the 
3 



cavity. In dealing with intussuscep- 
tions it is always desirable to use knead- 
ing and pressure from the distal end, 
traction on the ensheathing bowel, and, 
if need be, much force, rather than to 
abandon the effort. If the section is 
made for the purpose of exploration, 
the search should be systematic and 
complete. First, make a sweeping ex- 
ploratron for hernial protrusions ; then, 
commencing at the coecum or sigmoid 
flexsure, follow the large bowel in its 
entire length ; returning, make a simi- 
lar exploration of the small bowel. 
This may be a little tedious, but it is 
the only safe way, and is often accom- 
plished while a random search is being 
carried on with negative results. And 
here* as we deem it, is the last and 
most important injunction. After 
thoroughly closing the abdominal 
wound and superimposing several lay- 
ers of cotton-wool, apply an elastic ban- 
dage otter all to furnish the requisite 
presure on the abdominal contents, and 
prevent the baneful effects portrayed 

above. 

» 

Sick Stomach. — Frequently we find 
sick people whose stomachs reject all 
kinds of nourishment until conditions 
follow that in many instances terminate 
fatally. In twenty instances in which 
we have heard the popular sick-bed 
nourishments prescribed and rejected 
by an invalid's enfeebled stomach, we 
have never known the simple saucer of 
parched corn, pudding, or gruel refused. 
The corn is roasted brown, precisely as 
we roast coffee, ground as fine as meal 
in a coffee-mill, and made either into' 
mush, gruel, or thin cakes baked lightly 
brown, and given either warm or cold, 
clear, or with whatever dressing the 
stomach will receive and retain. Parched 
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corn and meal boiled in skimmed milk, 
and frequently to children with summer 
diarrahea, will almost always cure, as it 
will dysentery in adults. — Jour. Materia 
Medica. 

A New Trhatment in Post-Partum 
Hemorrhage. — Dr. W. Handsel Grif- 
fiths, in the Practitioner Tor March, 1877, 
speaks thus on the important subject of 
post-partum hemorrhage : Although not 
an obstetric practitioner, I have recently 
been consulted in two cases of severe 
post-partum hemorrhage. In both cases 
every means had been adopted, but un- 
availingly. It flashed across my mind 
in the first case to try the effect of the 
ether spray, and accordingly I directed 
a large spray over the abdominal walls, 
along the spine, and over the genitals ; 
the uterus at once responded, and the 
cessation of the hemorrhage was almost 
immediate. In the second case I lost 
no time in adopting a similar treatment, 
and with an equally successful result. I 
have consulted several eminent obstetric 
practitioners in Dublin, and am informed 
by them that they are not aware that 
this' treatment has been heretofore pro- 
posed. The advantages of the ether 
spray over the application of cold water, 
and the other means usually adopted in 
these cases,must be patent to every prac- 
titioner of midwifery. — Practitioner. 

Sweet Spirits of Nitre a Solvent 
for Salicylic Acid. — Dr.D.M.Barkley, 
Casey ville Ky., writes as follows to the 
American Practitioner: As the adminis- 
tration of salicylic acid has become so 
extensive, and a good solvent is desira- 
* ble, I wish to make known, through the 
your journal, that spiritus nitrici dulcis 
(sweet spirits of nitre) is the best solvent. 
1 have been prescribing it nearly two 
years, in the treatment of malarial fevers, 



with uniform success ; in many cases 
without the use of quinia. I employ 
this formula: 

R. Salicylic acid dr. j. 

Sweet spirits of nitre dr. jv M. 

Sig. — One teaspoonful every two 
hours, for children ; two to four tea- 
spoonfuls for adults. It can be diluted 
with water if necessary, and can be com- 
bined with veratrum, gelscminum, aco- 
nite, etc. One ounce of nitre will dissolve 
sixteen grains of the pure acid, and make 
a clear solution. 

Hydrocele. — Dr. Newton, in the 
Medical Brief , says: My plan to pre- 
vent the return of the fluid is to 
follow the injection of equal parts of 
tincture of iodine and water by close 
pressure with adhesive plaster, re-ap- 
plied daily lor one week after the op- 
eration of tapping, close strapping the 
testicles upon the pubes. This is done 
in order that the two surfaces of the 
membrane may adhere by adhesive in- 
flammation. 1 have permanently cured 
many cases that had previously been op- 
erated upon by tapping alone, without 
success. Without the strapping the sack 
remains open, ready very soon to fill 
again. By my treatment the sack is 
permanently closed. 

Sulphurous Acid in Chronic Urti- 
caria. — J. V. Shoemaker, A. M„ M. D., 
in tne Medical and Surgical Reporter *, May 
26th, relates a case of this trouble in 
which he tried all the remedies likely to 
benefit liis patient, among which were 
alkaline and vapor baths. Different rem- 
edies were tried without success, until 
finally the patient was placed upon one- 
drachm doses of sulphurous acid in syrup 
and water three times daily. The pa- 
tient speedily recovered. — Practitioner. 
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Practical Notes. 



Cholera Infantum. — The season for 
this dreadful infantile scourge is now at 
hand. We confess that we do not like 
the old calomel treatment so universally 
practiced by the profession. While, in 
some cases, we have observed gcod re- 
sults from the early administration of 
mercurials in this disease, we have as 
frequently seen it increase the irritabili- 
ty of the intestinal mucous membrane. 
We have more faith in the following, 
recommended by Dr. Rosse, of the U. 
S. army: 

R. Potassie. bromodi gr xxx 

Mucil. accaciae oz ij 

Dose, ten drops to a teaspoonful every 
hour, or two, according to age and cir- 
cumstances. A drachm of kramina 
added to the above prescription is said 
to increase its efficiency. This, alter- 
nated with minute doses of aconite, or 
gelseminum, cold water enemas where 
the bowels are troublesome, the tepid 
bath, or the wet pack, plenty of cold^ 
fresh water to allay the thirst, and fresh 
milk, or condensed milk, as diet, has, in 
our practice, given the best results. 

Prof. Davis, of Chicago, advises — 

R. Acidi carbolici crystal iij gr. 

Glycerin........ ss oz. 

Tine, camph. opii j oz. 

Aquae jssoz. 

Give twenty drops every half hour, 
'till the vomiting ceases, then every four 
hours. In addition, we give minute 
doses of calomel every eight hours. If 
the discharge continues after the vomit- 
ing ceases, he gives small doses of 
turpentine emulsion. 

Prof. Smith, of Bellevue Hospital, ad- 
vises evacerants at the outset, preferring 
calomel to carry off the intestinal con- 

4 



tents — to be aided in its action by castor 
oil, or an enema. But, if there be no 
indigestible contents in the intestines, all 
purgatives are contra-indicated. The 
treatment should then be directed to 
diminishing the frequency of the evacu- 
ations. To a child one year old, one 
drop of laudinum may be given every 
two or three hours — watching its effects, 
stopping it if signs of stupor appear, or, 
at least, giving less of it. Opiates, and 
alkalies, and astringents should be com- 
bined, as — 
R. Tine, opii gtt. xij. 

Misturae cretae oz. iss. 

One teapoonful every two or three 
hours to an infant one year old. The 
astringency may be increased by adding 
tincture catachu, or kino. He allows a 
little ice in the mouth to allay thirst and 
nausea. A little Bourbon whisky, or 
brandy, is also allowed. {Naphey). 

This we regard as but a fair sample of 
the old treatment, and very unsuccess- 
fully practiced by a great many physi- 
cians, even at the present day. 

In the Nursery and Child'* Hospital, 
New York city, they rely much on the 
two following prescriptions : 

R. Creosote gtt. j. 

Aqua calcis oz. ij. 

M. . Ore teaspoonful with a teaspoon- 
ful of milk, frequently given. Or — 
R. Potassae bicarb gr. xxv. 

Acidi citrici gr. xvj. 

Aquae amygdalae amarae.... oz. j. 

Aquae oz. ij. 

M. Teaspoonful pro re nata* (Naphey.) 
Meredith Clymer, of New York, re- 
commends the sulphites of soda, or 
potassa, with limed whey. Flannel 
wrung out of hot water, and on which 
laudinum is poured, applied to the spine 
to check vomiting ; skin to be excited 
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by warm alkaline baths, and frictions ; 
afterward wrapping the child in flannel. 
Limed milk and gelatine, as food, or the 
raw meat diet, finely grated, or pounded 
in a mortar to a pulp, and passed through 
a seive, salted and flavored — half an 
ounce may be given at a time, and in* 
creased if well borne. If tonics, or 
stimulants are indicated, give minute 
doses of arsenic and quinine, the chloride 
of iron, or tine, nux vomica. Wine 
whey, brandy, and water, with aromatic 
spirits of ammonia, are the best stimu- 
lants. 

Dr. Thomas Hay, of Philadelphia, 
claims excellent results in cholera infan- 
tum with the following treatment : 

R. Hydra rg. chloridi mitis... ij grs. 
Bismuthi subcarbonatis...xv-xl " 

Pulv. ipecac i-ij •* 

Pulv. sach. alb xij " 

M. Ft. eight powders; one every 
two hours for two or three days, or until 
the tongue becomes moist and the dis- 
charges change color and consistency; 
then complete the cure with the follow- 
ing: 
R. Bismuthi subcarbonatis.. xvj-xl grs. 

Pulv. ipecac i-ij " 

Pulv. aromatici viij-xvj " 

Pulv. sach. alb xij " 

M. Ft chart, viij ; one every three or 
or four hours in a little milk. A little 
ice may be allowed in the mouth fre- 
quently. Counter-irritation to the ab- 
domen at intervals of three or four hours, 
and mother's milk, or cow's milk and 
lime water in small quantities at regular 
intervals. (NapAey.) 

Dr. L. G. Lincecum, of Texas, writes 
us: "I will send you an infallible rem- 
edy for cholera infantum, easy to give, 
and very certain in its action, and good 
in all colliquative diarrhoeas:- 



R. Podophyllin j gr. 

Tannic acid j " 

Sacch. alba xij " 

Mix by thorough trituration in mor- 
tar, and divide in chart. No. xij ; one 
powder, dissolved in cold water, every 
three hours, until the actions change 
color and consistency. I have treated 
two marked cases of scorbutus success- 
fully with salycillic acid in four grain 
doses three times a day, with an exter- 
nal wash of carbolic acid dilute (20 per 
cent.) to the diseased portions of the 
body." 

Dysentery. — Early in the attack, let 
the patient keep cool and quiet, putting 
a large sinapism on the abdomen, and 
use the following : 

R. Epsom salts dr iss. 

Camphor water oz viij. 

Sulph. morphine gr i. 

M. 

Take a tablespoonful ever hour until 
the evacuations change, and then not so 
often. Diet should be boiled milk, or 
rice milk. The above remedy some- 
times stops the disease suddenly without 
any purgative action. In other instances 
the discharges become thin, or billious, 
unattended with tormina, or distress, 
and the disease ceases, or may be ter- 
minated by. a decided opiate. W. 

Dr. Schwalbe, of Costa Rica, a coun- 
try where dysintery is very prevalent, 
advises the use of copious warm water 
injections (100° fah.) three or four times 
a day, early in the attack, until the 
colon is entirely empty, and washed out. 
If the tenesmus is troublesome he uses — 

R. Sulph. atropia gr j. 

Aqua distil oz j. 

M. 

Two or three drops, every half hour, 
in water, until the pupil enlarges. 
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Where the pain is severe, attended 
with fever, and thirst, give— 

R. Actdi. muriatic dilut dr ij 

Sulph. morph gr ij 

Aquae distil oz iij. m 

M. 
A teaspoonful every three, or^jfour 

hours. 

Ipecac Treatment of Dysentery.— 
Give to an adult — 

R. Tine, opii gtts xxx 

followed, in a half hour, by ipecac, grs. 
xxv to xxx, given in as little fluid as 
possible. The patient to remain quiet, 
in bed, using no drinks for three hours. 
If, very thirsty, a little ice play be kept 
in the mouth, or may take, occasionally, 
a teaspoonful of water. Under this plan 
vomiting seldom occurs ; at, least, not 
usually under two or three hours, the 
ipecac inclining to a purgative action, 
sinapisms, and fomentations, should be 
used to the abdomen. In eight, or ten, 
hours, according to the effect produced, 
and the urgency of the symptoms, the 
ipecac may be repeated, in a reduced 
dose, with the same precautions as be- 
fore. The effects of this treatment are 
often surprising— 'the motions become 
feculent, the tormina subsides, perspi- 
ration ensues, and a rapid improvement 
occurs. 

Corneal Opacities, — Tannic acid 
dusted into the afflicted eye freely, once 
or twice a day is probably the best rem- 
edy known for corneal opacities. The 
irritation it occasions is temporary and 
slight, and the relief afforded is prompt 
and decided, though the cure requires 
time and constitutional treatment. 

The opacity remaining after keretitis 
may be greatly benefited by injecting 
under the conjunctiva, after the inflam- 
mation has subsided, a solution of com* 



mon salt — a few drops to be injected 
once in eight or ten days, as per follow- 
ing: 

R. Common salt pure gr x. 

Distel water dr i. 

Corneal Ulcer. — Adistinction must 
be drawn between corneal ulcer and 
corneal opacity ; calomel, in impalpable 
pawder, dusted in minute quantity in 
the ulcerated eye once a day, is an ex- 
cellent remedy : Also Pagenstechers 
Ointment is highly lauded for ulcera- 
ted cornea. 

R. Hydrarg. oxide flav....gr. xxx 

Olei olivae dr ij. 

Adipis ozj. 

It is suggested as repose and ex- 
clusion of the light are important ele- 
ments in the treatment of corneal ulcer 
— that a gentle compress moistened 
with water, and kept constantly on the 
lid for successive days, would be likely 
to favor the healing process in such 
cases. 

ASCARIDES VERMICULARIS. — 

R. Muriated tinct. iron oz ss. 

Lime water pt j. 

M. 

Ft. injection. Use one half at night, 
and the other half in the morning. — 
Lotu Med. News. 

In conjunction with the above, it is 
well to apply a little mercurial ointment 
to the anus, and adjacent parts, to des- 
troy the ova which are frequently de- 
posited outside of the rectum. 

Chloral Locally in Neuralgia. — 
Chloral hydrate, dissolved in water in 
the proportion of three drachms to eight 
ounces, to which half an ounce of glyce- 
rine is added, makes a good local seda- 
tive to neuralgic pains. Apply upon 
lint saturated with the solution, and 
cover with oil silk or other impervious 
material. 
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Apthous Ulcerations. — For apthous 
ulcerations, in children, give a moderate 
dose of hydrargyrun cum. creta, in a 
teaspoonful of the syrup of rheubarb, 
and use frequently, with a rag mop, the 
following solution : 

R. Sodae sulphitis dr j. 

Aquae.. oz j. 

M. 
Another — 

R. Sodae biboratis dr j. 

Glycerine oz j. 

M. 

Another — 

R. Potassae chloratis. dr j. 

Mellis ozss. 

Aquae oz ij. 

To be used locally, and a little to be 
swallowed. W. 

Kerosene Oil in Croup. — Dr. Har- 
vey (in Med. Rep.) reports a violent 
case of membranous croup (?) relieved 
by a teaspoonful dose of kerosene oil, 
repeated in four hours. 

ChloralJfor False Membrane. — In 
the false membranes of croup and diph- 
theria an Italian doctor uses, with as- 
tonishing success, glycerine and chloral 
as follows: 

R. Glycerine dr. v. 

Hydrate of chloral oz. j. 

M. Apply to the false membranes 
three or four times a day with a camel's 
hair brush. 

From the^moment the application is 
made the diphtheritic deposit ceases to 
spread, and the characteristic fetor of 
the breath disappears. 

Jaundice. — We notice in an exchange 
a case of jaundice which recovered in an 
unusually short period under the follow- 
ing as the leading prescription ; 

Leptandrin, a half grain added to each 
dose, or a teaspoonful of the following : 



R. Tinct. verat gtt xL 

Tinct. belladonna " xx. 

Acetate potassii oz. ss. 

Water " iv. 

Once in four hours. 

Lumbrocoides. — A very convenient, 

and efficient, vermifuge is the following : 

R. Aromatic syr. rheubarb 1 aa 

Fluid ext. pink root J oz ss 

To child, three to five years old, give 

a desert spoonful, adding to the dose — 

calomel, grs v. and, santonine, grs j ; 

and give at bed time. To be repeated 

next day, if necessary. 

Sulphate of Zinc in Chorea. — Dr. 
Dickerson, in London Lancet, recom- 
mends the sulphate of zinc as the rem- 
edy pat excellence in chorea. Give a 
grain three times per day, and gradually 
increase the dose until fifteen to twenty- 
five grains are reached. If sufficiently 
diluted it will, he says, cause no sick- 
ness, but the nervous jactitation will 
cease. 

Tooth Powder. — No better tooth 

powder has ever been devised|than that 

originally used by the celebrated John 

Hunter, as follows : 

R. Cremor tartar oz iij. 

Pulv. alum dr. ivss. 

Pulv. cochineal dr. iv. 

Pulv. cinnamon .dr. ss. 

Pulv. loaf sugar oz. i. 

Chronic Gleet. — Chronic gleet is 
being cured in Vienna by medicated 
bougies composed of gelatin combined 
with tannin or other suitable astringent. 
The bougie is passed into the urethra to 
remain until it is dissolved. 

Caution in the Use of Salacylic 
Acid. — It has been ascertained that 
salacylic acid possesses a strong affinity 
for the calcareous salts of bone, so that 
its free and prolonged use would tend 
to caries and necrosis. 
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Chronic Hepatitis. — The patent 
Liver Regulators and Pills, have well 
nigh taken the treatment of chronic 
liver affections out of the hands of the 
practicing physician, and yet what are 
these agents but simple articles in com- 
mon use. All cases of indigestion and 
constipation, are ranked under the com- 
mon head of " Liver Complaint.' 9 Even 
many practicing physicians confound 
torpor of the duodenum, or constipa- 
tion of the upper bowel with hepatic 
disease. All purgatives which act 
upon the upper bowel, give temporary 
relief to these so-called liver affections. 
Hence the popularity of Simmons 
Liver Regulator — the laxative influence 
of the senna doing the work. The fol-' 
lowing pill will be found an efficient 
purgative in the cases refered to: 
R. Podophyllin 

Capsici aa gr v 

Pulv. Rhei gr xii 

Ft Pills No. 12. 

One every other night — and when 
the liver is tender and engorged, or 
when subsacute or chronic inflammation 
exists, this pill, in conjunction with the 
old fashioned nitro muriatic bath, is an 
•excellent treatment. 

See Eberle's Practice, or U. S. Dis- 
pensatory for the bath. 

Acid Deposits In The Urine — 
Gravel. — In gravelly affections, having 
ascertained by the use of litmus paper, 
that acid deposit exists, which is usual- 
ly the case — (also indicated by the 
■brick dust colour) use internally, 

R. Potassae bicarbonatis dr xii 

Acid citrici..'. grx-xx 

Aquae cz xii 

Give one or two table spoonsful large- 
ly diluted with water, three or four 

times a day. 
5 



The bicarbonate of soda may also be 

used, or the following — by Dr. Vena- 

ble, of London: 

R. Sodii boratis grvii 

Sodii bicarb gr ix 

Syr aurantii corticis oz iss 

To be taken during the day. 
Dr. S. W. Butler recommends: 

R. Fresh root of hydrangea arbor- 

escens 2 pounds 

Water 6 quarts 

Boil down to two quarts — strain and 

add one quart of honey, and boil to 

one quart. A teaspoonful three times 

a day. (Naphey.) 

Chronic Mammitis.— The healing of 
suppurating mammae may be greatly 
promoted by firm and uniform pressure 
upon the entire gland, the fistulous 
orifices being left open to give free vent 
to the pus. The pressure can best be 
done by adhesive strips carefully applied. 
As an internal resolvent and tonic, to be 
used during the above treatment, the 
following formula will usually prove 
beneficial : 

R. Syrup of the iodide of iron... oz. j. 
Com. tine, gentian oz. vij. 

M. Teaspoonful three times per day. 
Or, may give the muriate of ammonia 
thus : 

R. Muriate of ammonia oz. ss. 

Water : oz. xii. 

Tine, of iodine dr. ss. 

M. Tablespoonful three times per 
day. 

Hematuria. — Prof. Gross, of Phila- 
delphia, recommends — 

R. Olei terebinthinae 

Acidi sulhpurici dilutiaa... dr. j. 

Acidi gallici gr. xxx. 

Mucilag. accaciae oz. j. 

Aquae oz. j. 

M. A desertspoonful every three 
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hours. Ice to be used on the region of 
the bladder, and rest and quiet to be 
enjoined. 

Dr. Erlangen uses the following in 
conjunction with cold applications : 
R. Fluid ext. ergot dr. j. 

Tannin gr. xxx. 

Water, distil oz. vj. 

Syrup oz. j. 

M. Dose, one tablespooftful every 
two hours. 
Angina Pectoris. — Formula for: 
R, Tinct. digitalis 
Tinct. belladonnas 
Tinct Valerianae 
Spiritus etheris nitrici aa dr i 
M — Dose ten to twenty drops dur- 
ing the access of pain ; stimulating fric- 
tions, or a sinapism, over the sternum 
and between the shoulders ; or the hy- 
podermic use of atropia or morphine. 
As an alterative to prevent or lessen 
the frequency of the attacks, give 

Quinae Sulphas grs xxx 

Acidi arseniosi grs ss 

Ex't valerian q s 

Ft Pils No. 30. 
Dose— one three times per day. 

Gallic Acid in Phthisis. — Dr. Hutt 
{Medical and Surgical Reported) has found 
gallic acid to possess superior advantages 
in the severe and exhausting coughs of 
phthisical patients, even resulting in the 
formation of cicatrix and cure in some 
cases. His formula i»: 

R. Acid gallic 1 drachm. 

Pulv. doveri J " 

Pulv. cubebae 1 " 

Pulv. acaciae I " 

Pulv. glycyrrhizae radicis..£ ounce. 
Sig. — Half teaspoonful, dry, every 
three or four hours. 

Toe Itch. — Use Citrine Ointment, 
and keep the feet cool and dry. 



Chloroform as a Liniment. — 
There is no liniment which we have 
ever tried equal to chloroform as a 
" pain killer." Apply upon a hand- 
kerchief, or folded cloth, pressing it 
upon the part, and moving it an inch 
or two occasionally, to prevent its 
blistering. If the part be moistened, or 
the cloth used be damp, the irritation 
or burning is increased. It may be 
made to burn the scalp through the 
hair to the relief of headach. 

Acute Nephritis. — Apply cups free- 
ly over the kidneys. Use two or three 
large enemas of warm water, after which, 
the bowels being evacuated, put the 
patient to bed ; put a large anodyne 
poultice on the small of the back ; keep 
warm in bed, and give, internally, — 

R. Tine, gelseminum dr. j. 

Water oz. ij. 

Brom. potassium dr. ijss. 

M. Teaspoonful every two to four 
hours. 

Milk Beer. — The French are man- 
ufacturing a new beer, la Biere de Laity 
prepared on the same principle as other 
beers, except that milk is used instead 
of water. The taste is less bitter, and 
decidedly agreeable, and is likely to be- 
come a nutritive beverage of great utility 
combining all the nutritious elements of 
the milk with the tonic and invigorating 
properties of the malt. 

The Use of Hypophosphites of Lime 
and Soda in Phthisis. — Dr. Charteris, 
of Glasglow, states that he has satisfied 
himself of the power of the hypophos- 
phites to check the night sweats of 
phthisis, even when all treatment of a 
curative kind was of ^little avail. They 
were first used alone, and afterwards 
combined with glycerine, — New Rem. 
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Purgative and Diuretic. — As a 

formula which will act freely upon both 

the kidneys and bowels, Dr. Porcher, of 

Paris, uses — 

R. Sulphate of soda 

Bitartrate of potash, aa oz. j. 

Sweet spirit of nitre dr. ijss. 

Syrup oz. j. 

Water oz. vss. 

M. A tablespoonful twice daily. 

Peritonitis. — Hugh Miller, M. D., 
(Obstec. Soc. Lond.) reports a number 
of cases of the above formidable mala- 
dy successfully treated with terpentine 
stupes to the abdomen, and full doses 
of Dovers Powder/ — [Add Tinct. Ver- | 
atrum to this treatment, in doses to 
keep the pulse reduced, and you have 
it — Editor.] 

Cholera Morbus — Cramp Colic. — 
R. Tincture gelseminum, J drachm ; sul- 
phate morphia, \ grain; mix. Sig. 
Give at once. If rejected, double the 
quantity of both, and give at a dose. 
This, in nearly every instance, brings 
the case completely under control.— 
Medical Times and Gazette. 

Obstinate Diarrhcea. — Oxide of 

zinc is said to be a powerful remedy in 

obstinate cases of diarrhoea. 

R. Oxide of zinc gr, j. 

Bi-carb soda grs. x. 

Divide into six powders ; one to be 

taken every three hours. 

Anesthetic Mixture. — Powdered 
camphor, 4 drachms ; sulphuric ether, 1 
•ounce ; dissolve. On applying die 
mixture for a minute to the part where 
a superficial operation is to be practiced, 
local anaesthesia is temporarily produced. 
— Medical Brief. 

Casca Bark. — Caska bark is a pro- 
duct of West Africa. It is poisonous and 
its action resembles that of digitalis. It 
•controls the pulse and strengthens the 



heart's action, and increases the flow of 
urine. 



Scientific Items. 



Materialistic Psychology. — In a 
recent address delivered before the 
Victoria Philosophical Institution, re- 
ported in the London medical journals 
Dr. Winn hummed up his arguments 
in the following manner: 

1st. It was evident that no great dis- 
covery as regards the functions of the 
brain and nervous system has been 
made since the days of Sir Charles Bell 
and Marshall Hall. 

2d. That in no instance has it been 
found that vital and physical force were 
interchangeable. The doctrine, there- 
fore, of correlation of force could not 
be applied to the elucidation of vifel or 
mental phenomena. 

3d. That respecting the nature of in- 
sanity, there are questions which can- 
not be answered by materialistic 
psychology, and that a recent attempt 
to frame a clasification of mental dis- 
eases without taking the physical ele- 
ment into consideration had proved an 
utter failure. 

4th. That memory which it had been 
confidently asserted was a bodily func- 
tion, could not be localized in any part 
of the brain, the microscope as yet 
having failed to detect the faintest indi- 
cation of the symbols of any language 
impressed on die cells of the brain. 

5th. That the doctrine of unconsci- 
ous cerebration, of which we have late- 
ly heard so much, and which, if true, 
would reduce man to a mere automaton, 
admits of an explanation that does not 
require us to recognize the exclusion of 
the highest faculties of mind. 



Editorial and Miscellaneous. 



All oommonioations relating to the basinets of 
Th* Bsoobd, for the year 1877, most be addressed to 

DR. B. 0. WORD, 
Bastness Manager Southern Med. Rao.. 

Atlanta, Ga. 

W Brief and praotioal communications are solic- 
ited on all snbjeots pertaining to medicine, also re- 
ports of eases in practice. * 

sjp* Send money by check, postal order, or regis- 
tered letter. 

•sT* Write your name, post-office, oonnty and State 
plainly. 



Plbaae Read.— We send this No. as a 
sample to many who are not on our list. We 
have this to say to them. We are publishing 
a journal which aims to be practical and use- 
ful to the busy practitioner. It is not perfect, 
is not what we intend to make it, but we be- 
lieve, and we have hundreds of testimonials 
in proof of the assertion from those who have 
been taking it, that for plain and practical in- 
formation suited to the wants of the village 
and county practioner, it is unequaled by any 
journal in the United States. It will cost you 
but little to test our opinion in this matter. 
We ask you to take our journal for twelve 
months and try it. May take it for six 
months if you prefer to do so, commencing at 
any time, but as your volume would be in- 
complete, it is best to take the back numbers 
from January. 



THE POCKET CASE OF DRUGS. 



We arc aware that the country physi- 
cian seldom carries a pocket case of 
drugs, using only the saddle bags. In 
this they impose upon themselves much 
inconvenience. The pocket case, if ju- 
diciously arranged, will enable the phy- 
sician in a great degree, to dispense with 
the saddle bags As a sign or adver- 
tisement it may be well for the young 
physician to carry his saddle bags at all 
times when riding, but he will seldom 
have occasion to open them, if he car- 
ries a well-arranged pocket case. The 



pocket case furnishes a good index by 
which to judge of the qualifications of 
the practitioner. If he is of the old 
fogy list, and grown somewhat careless, 
his pocket case, if he has one, contains 
but three or four phials upon which are 
no labels ; it is half worn out, stained 
and dirty, and his whole armamentarinm 
for combatting the multiform maladies 
of hit fellowmen consists usually of a 
little laudanum, quinine, Dover's powder 
and blue mass or calomel. But if he 
reads the journals, and is a progressive 
man with a conscience alive to the du- 
ties and responsibilities of his profession, 
he will endeavor to avail himself of the 
late improvement, and the many new 
and valuable therepentical agents that 
have come to light, so that when a pa- 
tient trusts his health and life to his 
skill and judgment he will be able to 
feel, whatever may be the result of the 
case, that he gave him all the advan- 
tages of the present state of medical 
science so far as he could obtain them, 
and his conscience will be void of of- 
fense : Otherwise he has trifled with hu- 
man life, betrayed the confidence of his 
patient and dishonored himself and his 
calling. %. 

But as the physician cannot carry a 
drug shop with him, he should select as 
far as possible, a list of ' the leading and 
most valuable articles, in a form com- 
pact, neat, ready and convenient. While 
it is admitted that the selection in regard 
to remedies of the same class, may vary 
with the views of different men, the one 
for instance selecting as an astringent 
tannin, and another kino, etc., yet there 



SOUTHERN MEDICAL RECORD. 



165 



ought to be in the general outline, an 
approximate uniformity, which, in vari- 
ety, would give expression to the present 
status of therepeutics as held by the 
leading and progressive minds in the 
profession. Without extending our re- 
marks on this subject we subjoin our 
view of a pocket case, and what it should 
contain : 

Let the case consist of a double row of 
ten, two-drachm, phials, making twenty 
in all, and a lapel pocket in it, for papers 
and powders ; the phials to be filled and 
labeled as below — the saddle-bags to 
contain the same in larger quantities, 
with cups, an elastic syringe, a pocket- 
case of instruments, adhesive plaster, a 
little patent lint, blistering ointment, or 
fluid, and, in the vest pocket, a hypo- 
dermic syringe : 

POCKET-CASE OUTFIT. 
Tine. Aconite, Hydra*. Cum. Crete, 

Tine. Gelseminum, Creta Preparata, 

Tine. Veratram, Podophyllin, 

Dood. Tine. Opii, PuW. Doveri, 

Tine. Wild Tarn, Acetate of Lead, 

Carbolic Acid, Sulpb. Quinine, 

Nit Silver, Chloroform, 

Fluid Ext. Ergot, Hydrate of Chloral, 

Ipecac, Brom. Potassium, 

Bacharated Calomel, Bulph. Morphine. 

A little tannic acid, subnitrate of bis- 
muth, and santonine may be carried, 
in the lapel- pocket of the case. 
With this in your side-pocket, whether 
at church, at a picnic, or elsewhere, you 
are pretty well prepared for emergen- 
cies. 

AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIA- 
TION. 



The American Medical Association 
assembled in Chicago on the 7th inst. 
The meeting was of full average atten- 
dance, there being present six hundred 
and fifty members. Many new mem- 



bers were initiated. President Bow- 
ditch oalled the Convention to order, 
and addressed the body. The Secreta- 
ry read various reports from different 
States. 

The Committee on Publication re- 
hearsed the many difficulties they had 
encountered with the printers, &c, as 
apologetic for the late appearance of 
the transactions of last meeting. ' 

The Treasurer's Report showed the 
Treasury exausted, by reason of $6,000 
paid for Prize Essay, in addition to the 
outlay for Transactions. 

The address of Dr. E. M. Hunt, on 
Public Hygiene, expressed the hope, as 
not unreasonable, that we will yet dis- 
cover means of protecting the system 
against zymotic diseases. 

The Librarian's Report shows the As- 
sociation possessed of 2,034 volums. 

Dr. Squibb read a paper on the Re- 
vision of the U. S. Pharmacopoea, 
and favored the appointment of a com- 
mittee to report at next meeting. He 
was opposed by Prof. Wood, in a 
speech of some vehemence. The 
whole matter was, finally, postponed 
indefinitely. 

Meetings were held by the several 
Sections on Obstestrics, Surgery, An- 
atomy, &c, wherein many important 
matters were discussed. Reports are 
yet too meager for the publication of 
the details of the subject matter of the 
proceedings. These we hope to obtain 
hereafter for the benefit of oqr readers. 

The Committee on Nominations, re* 
port the following as officers for the 
ensuing year, to wit: For President, 
T. G. Richardson, of Louisiana; Vice- 
Presidents, J. P. White, N. Y.; M. 
Gunn, Illinois; G. W. Russel, Con 
necticut, and A. Dunlop, 



W\ 



SOUTHERN MEDICAL RECORD. 



petition 6f Mediciiie, * Materia Medica 
apd. Physiology : ' Chairman, A. L. 
Lodixus, N. Y.; Secretary J. H. Eth- 
ridge, Illinois., 

Section of Obstetrics and Disease of 

Wpn>en and Children: Chairman, E. 
W. Jenks, Michigan; Secretary, H. O. 
Marcy, Mass. 

Section of Surgery and Anatomy: 
Chairman H. N. Smith, of Pennsylva- 
nia; Secretary, E. J. Easly, Arkansas. 

Section of Medical Jurisprudence: 
Chairman, W. Kempster, of Miss.; Sec- 
retary, E. A. Hildreth, West Virginia. 

Section of State Medicine and Hy- 
giene: Chairman, J. L. Cabell, of Va.; 
Secretary, Z. E. Marsh, N. J. 

Time and place of next meeting — 
Buffalo, N. Y., first Tuesday of June, 

loio. 



CONSULTATIONS— A QUERY. 

Dr. J. J. G., writing from Providence, 
Miss., after agreeing with the views ex- 
pressed in our last issue, in regard to 
consultations, asks : ' ' What is a physi- 
cian to do when he believes, or knows, 
the diagnosis and treatment in the case 
has been wrong, and he is called upon 
by intelligent friends of the patient to 
give them his honest opinion as to the 
nature of 'the case, and the treatment 
previously used— you thus find yourself 
in a comer — how are you to get out — by 
telling your honest opinion, or tie out to 
save a brother M. D.'s character?" 
^This would seem to be a poser at 
first sight; but, when it is considered 
that consultations are not called to sit 
in council, on the character, ability, or 
conduct of the attending physician, or to 
determine what ought to have been done, 
but, rather, to act upon the case as it 
stands, it is manifest that questions from 
the friends, or outside parties, in regard 



to the previous conduct of the case, are 

improper, and irrelevent to the objects 

in view, and ought not to be asked, and 

should not be answered, unless favorable 

to the attending physician. The ethics 

require that the directions agreed upon 

in consultation should be communicated 

by the physician first in attendance. No 

statement, or discussion of it, should 

take place before the patient, or his 

friends, except both parties are present, 

and consent thereto ; "and no opinions, 

or prognostications, should be delivered 

which are not the result of previous 

deliberation and concurrence. * * * 
Neither by word nor manner should 
any of the parties to a consultation 
assert, or instnuate, that any part of the 
treatment pursued did not receive his 
assent." 

In the event of irreconcilable differ- 
ence of opinion, the fact should be 
kindly and respectfully stated to the 
friends, and " a third physician, if prac- 
ticable, be called, to act as umpires. If 
circumstances prevent the adoption of 
this course, it must be left to the patient 
to select the physician in whom he is 
most willing to confide." 



Our senior editor, Dr. T. S. 
Powell, was appointed a delegate to the 
late meeting of the American Medical 
Association, but was unable to attend 
by reason of sickness in his family. 

University of New York. — See the 
advertisement of this old and well-estab- 
lished Medical College, in present issue. 
It needs no commendation, being widely 
known as ranking high among the very 
first on the continent. 



Cinchonidia. — This article, as manu- 
factured by Powers & Weightman, is 
now attracting much attention from the 
profession as a substitute for the sul- 
phate of quinine. 

Premium. — See premium notice on 
first page of advei tisements. 
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Original and Selected Articles. 



CINCHO-QUININE. 

By FERDINAND KING.M.D., Ph. G, Atlanta, 

Georgia. 

Modern medical economists have for 
sometime past been busily engaged in 
hunting a substitute for sulphate of qui- 
nine, 'in consequence of the scarcity and 
high price of that well known, valuable 
therapeutic agent. In their experiments 
and investigations, which have been more 
vigorously prosecuted in the Western 
and Southern States than elsewhere, they 
have not confined themselves exclusively 
to the small group of alkaloids derived 
from the cinchona, but they have tried 
almost everything possessed of a char- 
acteristic bitter taste, in which the anti- 
periodic or febrifuge properties of cin- 
chona alkaloids might possibly be found. 
In searching for this longed-for substitute, 
our profession has been seriously im- 
posed upon by /an army of silver tongued 
agents, sent among us by unscrupulous, 
money-grabbing, Pharmacal manufac- 
tures, who, by their smiles and flattery, 
induce not a few of our most intelligent 
practitioners to try their quinine substi- 
tutes. In this way they create a tempo- 
rary demand for their preparations, there- 



by enriching the new manufacturers at the 
expense of the physician's reputation, 
and oft-times the life of the unfortunate 
patient. As the effects of the cinchona 
alkaloids are sure and certain, I think we 
lose ground every time we deviate from 
the old and long beaten track. The 
scientific investigator has, so far, failed 
to find anything possessing even a tithe 
of their well-known anti-periodic and 
febrifuge properties. A new discovery, 
now and then, enjoys some reputation, 
but it is short lived, and soon succumbs 
to cinchona and its invincible allies. 

There are, it is true, some serious ob- 
jections to the employment of the alka- 
loids when we administer them singly or 
uncombined, such as urticaria, etc. These 
unpleasant symptoms, in a majority of 
instances, depend upon some idiosyn- 
cracy of the patient, just as catarrhal 
indications, not unfrequeotly follow the 
administration of iodide of potassium. 
These consequences, observable in such 
a small per cent, of patients where valu- 
able therapeutic agents are administered, 
I am sure should not prejudice us against 
their general use. The same objections 
urged against the use of sulphate of 
quinine under certain pathological con- 
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ditions may, with equal propriety, be ap- 
plied, as above intimated, to the other 
single alkaloids of cinchona — i. e. quini- 
dia, cinchonidia, quinquinicia and cin- 
chonia. Unpleasant symptoms are no- 
ticeable when we administer any of the 
alkaloids, just enumerated, in large or 
heroic doses. To produce u quininism " 
by administering any of these single al- 
kaloids, save quinine, we mu£t employ 
larger doses than of the latter agent. 
For instance, let us take sulphate of 
cinchonidia. I think it perfectly worth- 
less as anti-periodic, unless we give at 
least three times as much of it at a dose 
as of the sulphate of quinine. When 
given in large doses, we find all the 
symptoms of " quininism " present- 
such as cerebral disturbance, evinced by 
a feeling of tightness in the head, ringing 
in the ears, difficulty of hearing, etc. 
It seems that more or less of these 
symptoms must, in a measure, be secured 
before our patient can be relieved of his 
malarial depression ; therefore, as such 
a large quantity of sulphate of cinchona- 
dia is required to procure the "quinin- 
ism," I think we practice poor economy 
when we prescribe it. 

The modus operandi by which cinchona 
or its alkaloids relieve malarial fevers, 
or influences, is not understood by a 
large number of our profession; and 
that it is often hypothetically employed 
by the average practitioner no one will 
pretend to deny. Many of these hypo- 
theses are, no doubt, oftentimes correct, 
though the result of guess-work. We 
all know that the blood undergoes the 
most remarkable changes where patients 
are suffering from malarial poison. There 
is a marked increase in the quantitity of 
the plasma or alkaline fluid, while there 
is a corresponding decrease in the red 
globules or corpuscles. This condition 
is plainly evinced by the characteristic 
paleness always observable in patients 
suffering from malarial anaemia. Scien- 
tific and intelligent physicians will readily 
agree that it is necessary to' restore the 
blood to its normal condition before we 
can bring back to our patient his wonted 
health. Therefore we should exame his 



blood, and learn what elements are want- 
ing before we administer remedies. We 
should then give him such medicinal 
agents as are calculated to replace the 
lost elements and restore the blood to its 
original healthy condition. We find 
nothing in our materia medica that meets 
all the indications observed in patients 
suffering from malarial poison as com- 
pletely as cinchona or Perivian bark 
itself; but owing to its bulk, and the 
length of time required for its assimila- 
tion, it is objectionable. The ingenuity 
of the scientific and progressive phar- 
macist has, however, overcome these 
objections, and given us all the active 
principles of the Peruvian bark in a 
combination very appropriately called by 
its manufacturers (Messrs. Billings, 
Clapp & Co.,) 

CINCHO-QUININE. 

In this combination we find the nearest 
approach to the original substance, 
Peruvian bark, that modern science has 
yet attained. It is, as before stated, a 
combination of all the active medicinal 
principles of the best cinchona bark ; 
and after the long and thorough test it 
has had, it stands unrivaled as a prompt, 
safe and uniformly reliable anti-periodic, 
possessing all the advantages and none 
of the disadvantages of sulphate of qui- 
nine, or any of the single alkaloids of the 
cinchona. It is entirely free from such 
external agents as sugar, liquorice, starch, 
magnesia, etc. It is wholly composed 
of the bark alkaloids, viz : quinia, cin- 
chonia, quinidia, cinchonidia and the 
other alkaloidal principles which have 
not been distinctly isolated, and the pre- 
cise nature of which are not well under- 
stood. Analyses attests the presence of 
all these alkaloids in cincho quinine. In 
its preparation all the active tonic and 
febrefuge principles of the bark are se- 
cured without the bulky, inert, lignin, 
gum, tannin, etc. It exerts the full thera- 
peutic influence of the sulphate of qui- 
nine in the sante dose, without oppressing 
the stomach or creating nausea. It sel- 
dom produces cerebral distress, as qui- 
nine does, and I have found it to produce 
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much less constitutional disturbance than 
the latter agent. 

While engaged in the practice of medi- 
cine in the swamps of Alabama, where 
chills and fever were found in every 
family in my territory, during the late 
summer and early fall, I learned the 
value of cincho-quinine as a therapeuti- 
cal agent in treating these maladies. I 
c uld not cure my patients with quinine 
alone, as it simply acted as a cerebral 
stimulant, and did not restore any of the 
lost elements to the blood. Having pro- 
cured a sample bottle of cincho-quinire, 
and being pleased with its combination, 
I administered it to some of my worst 
cases, in whom I had the extreme pleas- 
ure of noticing a marked improvement 
from the very first dose, and a permanent 
cure at the expiration of one or two 
weeks. I found no difficulty in inducing 
the most delicate child, or squeamish fe- 
male, to swallow the remedy, as it was 
quite soluble, almost tasteless, and did 
not leave that clinging, lasting bitter 
taste peculiar to the sulphate. 

One of the main points I desire to im- 
press upon the minds of those who read 
this article is, that cincho-quinine is not 
sulphate of quinine, it is not sulphate of 
cinchonidia, it is not cinchonia, but it is 
these and all the other alkaloids of cin- 
chona in combination, and it is this com- 
position, this representation of all the 
medicinal principles found in Peruvian 
bark that gives it the value claimed for 
it over and above all other preparations, 
or any one ot the alkaloids of this valu- 
able bark. 

A majority of our oldest practitioners 
are agreed that larger quantities of qui- 
nine are required to treat, successfully, 
malarial diseases at the present time 
than when that salt was first introduced 
to the profession. This, in my opinion, 
is not owing, as many suppose, to the 
inferior quality of quinine as it is now 
found in the market, but because it is 
too purely and solely a sulphate, lacking 
in those properties that were found in 
the salt as prepared by pharmacists 
several decades ago. As produced then, 
it contained many of the alkaloids now 



found in cincho-quinine, and which con- 
tribute to the value of the latter com- 
bination as an anti- periodic and febrifuge. 

The cincho is not " explosive " in its 
action, as in the combination the amount 
of nitrogen, always present in alkaloids, 
is greatly diminished by uniting them, 
hence less cerebral feelings and less con- 
stitutional disturbance follow its admin- 
istration than are usually attendant upon 
the employment of the single or uncom- 
bined alkaloids. The same rules, as I 
before stated, are to be observed with 
regard to the use of the cincho-quinine 
that govern us when we employ the 
sulphate. It is given in the same doses, 
and where the siege treatment is indi- 
cated, it commends itself to the special 
attention of our profession everywhere. 

Not only should the real value of 
cincho-quinine recommend that salt to 
physicians, but its low price is another 
inducement for us to prescribe it. It is 
less costly than the sulphate, while the 
dose is the same. The price of it fluc- 
tuates with the rise and fall of Peruvian 
bark, just as in the case of the sulphate, 
still it is at all times furnished at about 
half the cost of the latter article. Some 
may ask why cincho-quinine has not 
come into more general use in the South. 
To such I would say, it is from the fact 
that it has not been so extensively ad- 
vertised as sulphate cinchonidia, chinoi- 
dine and some other anti-periodics of far 
less comparative value tlret have poured 
into the offices of a large number of our 
physicians. The cincho-quinine stands 
on its own merits, and its use will be 
universal when it has been tried more 
thoroughly by the intelligent practi- 
tioner. I know personally, at this com- 
paratively early period, of quite a num- 
ber of physicians in the lower, or malarial 
regions, of our State who employ it to 
the almost entire exclusion of quinia 
and the single alkaloids of the same class. 
Indeed they use the latter only in purely 
nervous affections. It is not pushed 
upon our profession by an army of 
smiling agents that infest our country, 
popping up here and there, singing songs 
and tipping social glasses with the liberal 
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members of our medical societies at their 
annual reunions or meetings. Its manu- 
facturers claim no special praise for giv- 
ing us this valuable anti-periodic and 
quinine substitute. And here I would 
state, rather parenthically, that "we are 
under lasting obligations "to no living 
firm of manufacturing chemists for any 
of the cinchona alkaloids, as they were 
all discovered prior to 1835. The praise 
for scientific discoveries should be given, 
in my humble opinion, to him who first 
makes it known, and not to those who 
grow rich from its profits. 

ADVANCE IN PHARMACEUTI- 
CAL AND CHEMICAL SCIENCE. 



By WILLIAM A. GREEN, M. D., Macon, Ga. 

No science has been cultivated with 
more difficulty than that of medicine. 
Its progress has been gradual, and, 
therefore, more likely to be eventually 
permanent. While political speculations 
are daily becoming more uncertain, in 
their operations, thetriumphs of intellec- 
tual superiority over prejudice, in our 
profession, is everywhere apparent. In 
our own country, more than any other, 
unjust disabilities are being abolished, 
and the gates of learning thrown open 
to every candidate. Every reader of 
medical history knows how fearfully we 
have had to contend, in turn, with the 
powers of witchcraft and priestcraft that 
sought to monopolize our practice as a 
privilege from the gods, and with the 
furious opposition of cotemporary mem- 
bers of the profession, whose capacity 
and vanity were alarmed by the intro- 
duction of novel doctrines and remedies 
which they were too old, too busy, or 
too obstinate to learn or investigate. 
Aristippus very properly replied to a 
man who boasted of his reading : " It is 
not those who eat the most that are hale 
and hearty, but those who can best di- 
gest," Hence the distinction between 
the philosophical physician and the mere 
dogmatizer. The one is guided by the 
observation of facts, the other by gloss- 
orial success. Men of erudition are sel- 
dom men of genius. The exploring 
mind is ever anxious to take flight from 
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the prison-house of scholastic restraints. 

In these papers on modern pharma- 
ceutical science I propose writing, I 
merely rank myself a compiler. Subjects 
of great importance I shall only sketch, 
sometimes, it may be, with too fanciful 
a pencil, which, by being thus popular- 
ized, may induce abler hands to embody 
in a more permanent, attractive, and in- 
structive form. The variety of matter 
will oblige me to be discursive, and to 
have recourse to some subjects not easily 
abridged. If I hold up error and evil to 
exposure I will not, I hope, be influenced 
by hostility toward men or firms, ranks 
or creeds. If I unwillingly or unwittingly 
give offence, I shall most sincerely la- 
ment it. My material will be gleaned 
from the works and writings of cotem- 
poraries, well known, justly appreciated, 
and in all respects fully relied upon, as 
well as my own experience in a practice 
of a quarter of a century, four years of 
which was spent in the tented field, fol- 
lowing the grand old army of Northern 
Virginia, in every march and every battle, 
under her illustrious commander, R E. 
Lee. 

Without further preface I will proceed 
to discuss the properties and merits of 
comparatively a new remedy or com- 
pound of great therapeutic value — 

"SEVEN SPRINGS IRON AND ALUM MASS," 

a compound ferruginous preparation 
procured from the mineral waters of the 
celebrated " Seven Springs " situated in 
.Washington county, Virginia, and man- 
ufactured by Messrs. Landrum & Litch- 
field, of Abingdon, Va. It is obtained 
by conducting the water from the springs 
into boilers on a furnace, where by 
means of a strong heat it is evaporated, 
leaving the combined mineral substance 
in a condensed mass, which is called the 
" Seven Springs Iran and Alum Mass" 
Its medicinal properties are tonic, alter- 
ative, diuretic, and anti-periodic. It is 
no more a nostrum, patent, or proprie- 
tary medicine than castor oil, bi-carb. 
soda, or Congress water, and conse- 
quently there should be no prejudice in 
the minds of physicians in prescribing it. 
Prof. J. W. Mallett, of the University 
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of Virginia, has made an analysis of a 
number of bottles, which is published m 
a pamphlet that can be found in the 
principal drug stores, or procured from 
the proprietors at Abingdon, Va. I have 
for many years been constantly prescrib- 
ing it, perhaps as often as any other 
medicine of like properties in the mate- 
ria medica, and with as uniform success. 
It is emphatically one of nature's own 
remedies, and, I am confident, honestly 
and skilfully prepared. I use it very 
satisfactorily in most cases of disordered 
liver, quite common in this malarial cli- 
mate, where the blood is impoverished 
and broken down in its invigorating 
properties by repeated attacks of chill 
and fever; in dyspepsia, rheumatism and 
neuralgia, anaemia and chlorosis. I have 
had special good results from it in 
chronic skin diseases, in indolent ulcers, 
applied both locally on the ulcerated 
surface as a dressing, and constitution- 
ally. In the headaches which I have 
often thought our people in this section 
of the country suffer with more than 
any other, it is quite a familiar remedy. 
The following extract of a letter from 
Mr. John Ingalls, one of our leading 
druggists and an educated pharmaceu- 
tist and chemist, will give an idea of how 
the medicine is esteemed in this city : 
" I have been selling the Ferruginous 
Mass since 1871, constantly. The sale 
has been excellent, considering no effort 
was or has been made to bring it prom- 
inently before the people by advertising 
or otherwise. I have invariably had 
most excellent reports from it, and con- 
sider it a most valuable medicine? Its 
harmlessness and convenience of admin- 
istration, as well as being very palatable, 
will always make it acceptable as a 
household remedy. The dose is from 
ten to fifteen grains as an astringent, 
from forty to sixty grains as a tonic, al- 
terative, and diuretic, given in pill form 
to adults, and in syrup to children. 
The following cases from my note-book 
will better illustrate its efficacy and cu- 
rative properties than anything I could 
assert concerning it, and I have many 
such. But these two are sufficient and 
pointed cases. 



HiEMATEMESIS, VICARIOUS MENSTRUA- 
TION, AND AGGRAVATED HYSTERIA. 

Mary H M aet. 19, came under my care 
May, 1875, Enjoyed good health until 
sixteen years of age, when, she said, she 
had a convulsion followed by brain-fever, 
and on recovery vomited blood for three 
days successively, at regular monthly 
periods, and if this did not occur she 
had pains between her shoulders, at the 
epigastrium, and dyspnoea. This vom- 
iting of blood continued regularly for 
three (3) years, but she never menstru- 
ated properly. Past nine months the 
discharge has ceased, and three months 
before consulting me had a severe hys- 
terical or epileptic fit. Appears stout 
and well nouri$hed,but prostrate ; tongue 
dry and brown ; lays motionless in bed, 
and refuses food. Complains of pain in 
lower part of back and groins ; abdomen 
tympanitic and distended ; no disease 
of uterus; pulse feeble and very quick. 
Milk was poured into her mouth and 
she was compelled to swallow it, and 
sometimes brandy and cream, thus re- 
ceiving considerable nourishment. She 
had been variously treated, being able 
to employ the best medical attention 
the State afforded. Had taken galbanum, 
zinc, aloes and myrrh, mercury, colo- 
cynth, and henbane, the bromides, qui- 
nine and steel, with wine and cod liver 
oil, together with counter irritation and 
local depletion. I was certainly satis- 
fied due had already had the full benefit 
of the usual and unusual treatment in 
such cages, and scarcely knowing what 
more to recommend, I prescribed the 
" Iron and Alum Mass, an astringent, 
tonic, and alterative being clearly indi- 
cated in ber caae. I directed forty 
grains three times a day, at meal times, 
with bromide potass, grs. xxx. morning 
and night, in glass of water, together 
with full and liberal nourishment. In 
one week saw her again, stomach retains 
food, and can get up in bed. At end 
of lour weeks could ride in her carriage 
an hour or two, and in two weeks more 
seemed perfectly convalescent, with in- 
structions to continue the mass in grad- 
I ually reduced doses until permanently 



172 



SOUTHERN MEDICAL RECORD. 



restored to health. At this writing she 
is well, and advises every sick woman in 
her vicinity to take "iron and alum 
mass." 

CASE II. — DYSPEPSIA — PYROSIS. 

A gentleman (Oct., '53) applied to 
me, for medical advice; his mind had 
been much overworked, and for more 
than ten years had suffered exceedingly ; 
as much, or more, from mental depres- 
sion, than actual disease. He was a 
most enthusiastic Methodist preacher, 
with a large and dependent family. 
Whilst his energies were being over- 
tasked, he experienced sudden vomiting, 
and nearly every day water was regur- 
gitated into his mouth. After two 
months he applied to a physician, but 
his symptoms increased in severity, and 
were associated with languor and ex- 
haustion. He gave up his ministerial 
work and traveled. Yet his ailment 
continued; the sudden severe pain at 
his stomach was only relieved by lying 
on his back ; he could obtain but little 
rest, .and suffered occasional vertigo. 
He returned home and gave up in de- 
spair. The fluid ejected was tasteless, 
clear, and like water; it was generally 
brought up three hours after eating ; his 
nights were wretched. Various • forms 
of medication and diet had been tried — 
prussic acid, bismuth, silver, nitric and 
other acids ; gentian, soda, columbo, etc., 
without apparent benefit His coun- 
tenance was natural, but his mind de- 
jected; the conjunctiva watery, the 
tongue clean, the circulation feeble, the 
pulse compressible, the urine acid. Sp. 
gr. 1020, not albuminous, neither did it 
contain crystals, nor deposit ; nothing 
could be detected on palpation of the 
abdomen ; but slight pain was produced 
at the scrobiculus cordis. 

I prescribed steel and quinine, with 
capsicum and conium, and a sedative 
draught at night, for two or three weeks, 
with but little benefit, when, finally, 
being tired and worried with his constant 
and punctual attendance at my office 
hours, and despairing of doing him any 
good, anxious to get him off my hands, 
though exceedingly sorry for him, I 



concluded to make a trial of the 
"from and Alum Mass," encouraging 
htm with the information that I had at 
last discovered a panacea for his troubles, 
and if he would take it religiously, and 
stick to a prescribed diet, which I would 
put in writing, and with a change of cli- 
mate, I was confident he would recover. 
I at once saw a gleam of hope in his 
cast-down face. He promised faithfully, 
when I ordered "the Mass" in forty 
grain doses, three a day, at meal times, 
and a sedative draught at bed time, and 
sent him on his way. I was gratified, 
three months after, to find him almost 
perfectly well. He rejoined the Con- 
ference, (having been put on the super- 
annuated list,) and to-day is proclaiming 
the gospel to a large flock, and losing no 
opportunity of prescribing the "Iron 
and Alum Mass/ 9 for all who are "sick 
in body" 

I have selected these two cases be- 
cause the indications in each were clear 
and unmistakable, as requiring the prop- 
erties claimed for M the Mass." I now 
hope my professional brethren will give 
it a trial, and I will vouch for a good 
result. I am really surprised that it has 
not been more generally used by them. 
I believe the non-professional are better 
acquainted with it than the physicians, 
from what our druggists tell me. 



HEMORRHAGIC MALARIAL FE. 

VER. 



By I*. A. GUILD, M.D., of Ga. 

This disease, in the South Atlantic and 
Gulf States, is often called swamp fever, 
country yellow fever, icteric yellow fever. 
It makes its appearance, usually, in the 
malarial districts, in the latter, part of 
summer, and during the fall months. 

It begins with a chill, and is followed 
by vomitings of a green color, and not 
unlike arseniate of copper. Often, in 
the latter course of this fever, black 
vomit sets in, and stools of a similar 
nature, sometimes become bloody, the 
urine yellow, but oftener it has the ap- 
pearance of blood and is highl ycharged 
with cholephrrhin, but contains no fibrin. 
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The sick have, almost invariably from 
the first day, a continued fever, irregu- 
larity of pulse, drowsiness, with delirium, 
and jaundice. An icteral suffusion is 
soon spread over the whole body, and 
the skin becomes of a deep orange hue. 
Anatomical lesions — softening of the 
gastric mucous membrane, alteration of 
the color of the liver, which, with the 
spleen and kidneys, is hypertrophied, 
cholecchysis in the blood and secretions. 

We have good reason to believe that 
the toxaemic impression of malaria, and 
its effects upon the nerve-centres, (either 
of organic or of animal life,) are primary, 
and congestion of the liver, with redun- 
dancy of bile, the secondary cause. 

This hemorrhagic malarial fever is be- 
coming more prevalent throughout the 
South with every autumnal season, and 
has thus far been more rebellious to 
treatment, and proved a great deal more 
fatal to its victims, than the pure epi- 
demic yellow fever of the coast. 

I have had to encounter a great many 
cases of this fever during the last eigh- 
teen years, while practicing medicine in 
Southwestern Georgia. Saw a Baldwin, 
M.D., graduate of the New Orleans 
Medical College, aged 30, health previ- 
ous to attack good, found him very sick, 
hemorrhagic malarial fever of two days 
standing, vomiting dark green matter, 
frequent and aqueous bloody stools, 
micturition often, urine copious and 
looked like blood, skin yellow as an 
orange, pulse 135, weak. His case was 
truly alarming. He had taken, previous 
to my seeing him, by his own prescrip- 
tion, freely of sulphate quinine, calomel, 
mucilage, gum arabic, spirits turpentine, 
anodynes, etc. Prescribed — 

R. Sulph morphia ii gr. 

Creasote x gtt. 

Acetic acid xx gtt. 

Aquae i fl. oz. 

M. S. one teaspoonful every hour 
until the vomiting becomes less. 
Also— 
R. Tine, ferri. chlor. and 

sulphuric acid, dflut...aa. fl. dr. ij 

Aquae fl. 02. iv 

M. S. a tablespoonful every two hours. 



In six- hours after commencing this 
treatment, the doctor had retained suf- 
ficient of the medicine to render him 
much more comfortable. A similar 
treatment was continued, but not given 
so often, for forty-eight hours, (most of 
which time I was with him), when he 
was much better, the vomiting and san- 
guineous discharges had ceased, the 
urine was changed to a deep yellow 
color and less in quantity; pulse 90. 
In eight or ten days he fully recovered. 

In my experience with this fever, there 
never was a more fatal error in admin- 
istering medicine to the sick than to give 
calomel, cathartics, emetics or quinine 
in this disease, before the dangerous 
phenomena are removed. Notwith- 
standing malaria is a cause, and the 
pyrexiae is not sth£mc,quinine is contra-in- 
dicated, as it increases the gastric irrita- 
tion, and in large doses acts as a chola- 
gogue, which in this condition inva- 
riably aggravates the morbid symptoms. 
Where there was a latent pre-disposition 
I have known this fever to be brought 
on by the quinine, which was given in 
large doses for intermittent fever, and 
the same has often occurred after taking 
calomel and other active cathartics. A 
boy, aged 6, had light tertian intermit- 
tent ; his mother gave him a dose of 
may apple pills ; in thirty hours after, 
this fever set upon him in a fearful form. 

I prefer tine. opii. to morphia in this 
fever, and have been quite successful 
with the following prescriptions : 

R. Tine, opii ii fl. oz. 

Carbolic acid iv gtt. 

M. — S. Thirty drops every two hours. 
Sometimes I give — 

R. Sulph. morphia ii gr. 

Creosote x gtt 

Acetic acid xx gtt. 

Aquae i fl. oz. 

M. — S. A teaspoonfull every hour 
until the system is brought under the 
effects of the medicine (being cautious 
not to produce coma.) Should the 
stomach reject everything taken into it, 
I often use — 

R. Tine, opii i dr. 

Carbolic acid ii drops. 
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Tine, camphor • ?cx drops 

Water ii oz. 

M. — Give per enema. 

Or, often use ^ to ^ grain morphia 
hypodermically, until the stomach will 
tolerate the medicine. 

We know that in most complaints of 
the liver and its appendages, that opi- 
um is seldom beneficial ; but in this con- 
dition it is indicated. It not only acts 
as a palliative, but it stops the vomiting, 
checks the excretion and secretion of 
bile, which soon removes all the morbid 
symptoms. The patient is to be kept 
under some impression of the opiate 
during the violence of the disease. 

I also find great benefit, when the 
tongue is deep red, from— 

R. Tinct. ferri chlor. and dilut. sul- 

puric acid aa. f. dr. ii ; 

Aquae purse f. 4 oz. M. 

S. A tablespoonful every two hours ; 
after a few doses have been taken, every 
four or five hours. When the tongue 
is pallid, with dirty white, pasty coating, 
I prescribe instead of the acid treat- 
ment — $ 

R. Carb. ammonia. dr. i. 

Chlor. Potash... , ..gn xl. 

Water f. oz. iv. M. 

S. A tablespoonful every two hours ; 
this may not be oftener than once in 
four or five hours after it has been given 
five or six times every two hours. 

The patient must be put upon a very 
light diet, and the stomach and bowels 
must be kept as quiet as possible. As 
a restorative, after, the urgent symptoms 
have passed off, I have found the fluid 
ext. of chionanthus virginica, given in 
teaspoonful doses three times a day, acts 
well in these cases, and in jaundice gen- 
erally. Fowler's solution, also, in four 
or five drop doses, once every four or 
five hours, is efficient for the same pur- 
pose. 

[The above is the cure for hemorrha- 
gic malarial fever promised by Dr. G. in 
our April number. We trust the pro- 
fession will test the method of treat- 
ment suggested in this hitherto formid- 
able and unmanageble disease. — Ed.] 1 



THE WET BLANKET PACK IN 
DYSMENORRHEA, NEURAL 
GIA, &c. 



By B. H. WASHINGTON, M. D., Augusta, 

Georgia, 



Having used water very extensively 
in my practice it may prove profitable 
to younger member of the profession to 
report some remarkably successful cases. 
We quickly abandoned the wet sheet 
pack, for it was too troublesome to use 
in acute febrile cases for the purpose of 
cooling the fever down ; wet towels from 
clavicle to pubis, changed as often as 
they get warm, being far more conven- 
ient and efficacious. In chronic cases 
the cold wet sheet pack was too danger, 
ous to confide to domestic management- 
for a severe or fatal congestion might re- 
sult at any time. We, therefore, aban- 
doned the cold wet sheet pack, and in all 
chronic cases substituted the hot wet 
blanket pack, and oftentimes with sur- 
prising succe s. The bed clothes should 
be spread On the bed, as many as may be 
sufficient to keep the patient perfectly 
comfortable; the blanket should be 
wrung out of water as hot as the hands 
can bear, and then spread on the bed, 
and the patient, stripped, be placed there- 
on as soon as the blanket is cool enough 
to allow its use ; the bed clothes should 
then be carefully tucked so as to exclude 
the entrance of any air beneath, or the 
formation of any large air chamber be* 
neath the covering, as in either case the 
patient will be very uncomfortable, and 
but little good will be accomplished. 
The patient should remain in the pack at 
least one hour and a half, and if comfort- 
able, he might remain in four or five 
hours, or even all night, if quiet ; in the 
latter case some one should sit up so as 
to prevent the patient from throwing off 
the cover and incurring danger thereby. 

The blanket pack should be used or- 
dinarily about every alternate night; 
though in many cases, if used as an ano- 
dyne, it might be used every day ; if used 
too often the skin may be stimulated too 
highly and its action be rendered very 
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irregular, sometimes stopping and start- 
ing again, causing a feverish pulse per- 
haps half a dozen times a day. When the 
patient is first placed in the pack it is 
very agreeable, but in the course of eight 
or ten minutes the body abstracts so 
much heat from the blanket a slight cool- 
ness is felt, but that soon wears off; if, 
however, the patient complains of feeling 
cool and uncomfortable all the time he is 
in the pack, it is a sure indication that 
the nervous system is considerably out 
of order. To prevent the patient from 
being so sensitive to cold, it will be ad- 
visable to use friction on the skin freely, 
and bromide of potassa or quinine inter- 
nally. 

The patient should be rubbed dry with 
warm towels, and should not be put in 
the pack in a cold room. To show the 
extraordinary benefit derivable from the 
blanket pack, the following cases are re- 
ported ; 

Dysmenorrhea. — Mrs.— , aged about 
thirty-five, Augusta. Called in consul- 
tation with my son ; found the patient 
had been tainted with syphilis by her 
husband, and afflicted terribly for four- 
teen years. In addition she had been 
afflicted with dysmenorrhea for ten years 
of that time, and neuralgic pains very 
irregular indeed, sometimes coming on 
in the back, head or uterine region, 
every two, three, or four weeks. At her 
regular monthly period, the pains, most 
commonly in her head, were intolerable, 
and for some years had frequently been 
so severe as to bring on epileptic con- 
vulsions. During the fourteen years 
twenty-eight physicians had exhausted 
their skill on both diseases without any 
success. She was in good spirits in re- 
gard to her syphilitic ulcerations, for she 
had improved very remarkably under 
my son's treatment, but the headache at 
her monthly periods still caused the most 
intense agony. My son, quite familiar 
with my dry cupping practice, had tried 
it, but though some improvement was 
effected, yet the dysmenorrheal pains 
might be fairly said to have defied him 
as they had done others. The diagnosis 



was that it was a case of neuralgic dys- 
menorrhea ; we, therefore, recommended 
the continuation of the dry cupping, and, 
in addition, the wet blanket pack for at 
least one hour and a half every alternate 
day, and longer if she could sleep com- 
fortably in it. 

The treatment was faithfully kept up 
for two months, and at the end of that 
time her monthly period passed without 
pain, and for five or six months she con 
tinued as regular and natural as — in her 
own language — any healthy young girl. 
Latterly the pains began to return. She 
has been put under the same treatment, 
and she is now nearly entirely relieved 
again. When we compare the above suc- 
cess with the want of success of the 
twenty eight physicians who had tried 
the case previously, and with the follow- 
ing from Barnes on Diseases of Women, 
no one can hesitate for a moment in de- 
ciding which is the best plan of treatment 
of that form of dysmenorrhea. Barnes 
says, p. 196 : 

"The obstinate character of the affec- 
tion is well known. It may be predicted 
with some confidence that a girl who 
starts with dysmenorrhea is doomed to 
suffer for years, perhaps for life. It is 
said sometimes to wear its self out ; oc- 
casionally marriage, if fruitful, brings re 
lief; but more frequently the recurring 
attacks of pain, even if unattended by 
other causes of distress, increase the irri 
tability of the nervous centres, impair 
nutrition, destroy the harmony or corre- 
lation of the vital forces, and reduce the 
sufferer to the condition of a perpetual 
invalid, enjoying, at best, only a com- 
parative remission of illness. If pains do 
not persist throughout the intermenstru- 
al intervals, it is liable to be evoked by 
any fatigue, or emotion, so that the state 
of the patient comes to be the chief care 
of the household." — Nash. Jour. Med. 

[Dr. Washington reports cases of neu- 
ralgia, severe cold, cramps in the colapse 
of cholera and acute pericarditis relieved 
by this method.] 
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Abstracts and Gleanings. 

Indigestion.— Dr. Lewis Smith, in 

the Virginia Medical Monthly, says ; The 

following treatment has, in my practice, 

probably relieved nine -tenths of those 

cases of dyspepsia, which were not due 

to organic diseases : 

R Bi8muthi subcarbQoatia . . . .,dj.ij. 

Pepeini (yel Laotopeptini) . . dr. iss. Misce. 

Divide in crustulas, No. xij. Signe : 
Take one wafer before each meal, and 
twenty drops of the following in wine 
or water after each meal : 

R. Tincture nacU vomica, 

Acid muriatic ; (adult ) aa.oc.1j. Miace. 

In cases attended by constipation and 

eructation of gas, the following will be 

found useful: 

R. Pulveria carbon, lignl, 

Magnee, cateinat aaacj. 

Pul verifl rhjBi .oz, ij.ad o* *a. Misca 

S. Take half a teaspoonful to one 
teaspoonful in simple syrup or any con- 
venient vehicle, three times daily. Of 
course, whatever the medicines employed 
proper directions should be given, io 
regard to the diet of dyspeptics. 

Constipation — In habitual constipa- 
tion of the adult, in which the use of 
fruits and the most laxative articles of 
food often hats little effect in producing 
evacuations, the following will be found 
very efficient, while its purgative effect 
is not severe, and is commonly without 
pain: 

R Ext belladonna gr»tQ> 

Bxt . nacia romieie gr-\J 

Podopnyllin gr.^)~~ix, 

Ext. aloes . .gr.xviij. Miace. 

# Divide in pilulas No, xviij, S. Take 
one when required. 

The habitual constipation of infants 
is a common and troublesome complaint. 
It can sDmetimes be remedied, wnen a 
wet nurse is employed, by the change 
from one nurse to another;, and often by 
giving a little oatmeal one or more times 
daily. It is better to employ enemata 
of water, or water with sweet oil and 
molasses for habitual use, than to employ 
even the mildest preparations of those 
purgative drugs which are in ordinary 



use, and which produce catharsis by their 
stimulating or irritating effect upon the 
surface of the intestines, since the irrita- 
tion which they cause is apt to impair 
the function of the gastrointestinal 
mucous membrane; or the intestines 
may become so accustomed to them, 
that it will be found necessary to increase 
the dose in order to obtain the desired 
result. 

Infantile Diarrhoea — The treat- 
ment of this disease by small doses of 
calomel, combined with Dover's powder, 
has been very generally and properly 
discarded in New York. The more in- 
telligent physicians prescribe opium and 
bismuth, with or without pepsin or 
lactopeptine, and sometimes in combi- 
nation with chalk. The following pre- 
scriptions have been largely and success- 
fully employed in the New York Infant 
Asylum, and in private practice : 

& Vine), apt! rtt x*j. 

Biamuth auboitrat ar. i|. 

Byr. simplic oz «. 

Mtetur. cretn. oz. iss. Misce. 

Give one teaspoonful every three 

hours to a child of one year. 

B. Tinct. opil grit. xvj. 

Bismuth, subnltrat ar. ij. 

Pepsini (raj I#aGtopeptini)t .0*. Ua. 

Syr. zing|beri«, 

Aq menjh peperit aa oz. i. 

To be administered in the same dose 
as the foregoing. In severe cases the 
dose may be given for a time every two 
and a half hours. 

Vomiting in Cholera Infantum, 
Vomiting is often a prominent symptom 
io this malady. It sometimes com- 
mences before the diarrhoea, and often 
cqntinues after the latter ceases. It may 
be controlled by the above prescriptions, 
and often, also, by lime water given in 
an equal quantity of milk, to which, 
double or treble as many drops of Bour- 
bon whisky or brandy are added as the 
infant is months old. A few drops of 
chloroform, in cold water, will also some- 
times control the vomiting. Carbolic 
acid, given in doses of woth to }£tb of 
a drop has been recommended by 
writers for the nausea, but I have not 
observed any decided benefit from its 
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use in the majority of instances in which 
I have had an opportunity to witness its 
effects. But there is another remedy 
which I can recommend, which is seldom 
used for this purpose, and the dose of 
which is so small, that most physicians 
will probably think it inert, namely: 
.i-ioth to Jth of a drop of tincture of 
ipecacuanha, given to the infant in a 
teaspoonful of cold water, every hour 
or second hour, till the nausea ceases. 
The reports of its use in two of the in** 
stitutions of New York have been favor- 
able. A physician of New York, exact 
in his observations, and cautious in his 
statements, has informed me that he 
recently relieved vomiting in an adult, 
when other remedies had failed, by one 
drop doses of the same medicine. 

Black Haw in Abortion and Dys- 
menorrhcba. — Professor E. W. Jcnks 
remarks of this agent : 

Where the habit of aborting has been 
formed, my mode of prescribing the vi- 
burnum is, to have the patient take from 
half a teaspoonful to a teaspoonful of 
the fluid extract four times a day, begin- 
ning at least two days before the regular 
menstrual date, and continuing it not 
only during the usual period of the 
catamenial flow, but two days longer 
than that discharge continues when the 
woman is not pregnant. Where there 
are indications that an abortion is immi- 
nent, the fluid extract can be adminis- 
tered in teaspoonful doses every two or 
three hours as long as its use seems to 
be demanded. 

The writer would designate viburnum 
prunifolium as a uterine sedative, whose 
action is as pronounced, as is that of er- 
got in causing uterine contraction. It 
is not alone in the prevention of abortion 
that it proves, by virture of this peculiar 
sedative action, a most valuable thera- 
peutic agent. It proves equally efficient 
in the treatment of the sympathetic dis- 
orders incident to pregnancy, where a 
nervine or sedative is demanded, and in 
a large class of non-puerperal diseases 
of women. The use of viburnum in this 
last mentioned class of cases deserves 
more attention than it has heretofore re- 



ceived, and will occupy the remaining 
portion of this brief paper. 

It could not be otherwise, than that a 
remedy which is known to exercise such 
& potent effect upon the pregnant uterus, 
must be of much service in many affec- 
tions of the non-pregnant woman. 1 
am convinced, from an experience in ft3 
use extending now over more than six 
years, both in private and hospital prac- 
tice, that viburnum is a valuable acqui- 
sition to the gynecologist's list of reme- 
dies. 

I. would give as a general statement 
concerning the uses of viburnum, that 
it is serviceable in kll uterine disorders 
characterised by loss of blood. 

In menorrhagia, or metrorrhagia, de- 
pending wholly upon systematic causes, 
as e. g. that in phthisis, organic diseases 
of the heart, hepatic disorders, anaemia, 
or material diseases, It is peculiarly ap- 
plicable. 1 here is no depressing effect 
Succeeding its administration; on the < 
contrary it is a grateful tonic, serving to 
stimulate rather than depress. Patients 
for whom 1 have prescribed it without 
informing them for what purpose, have 
repeatedly spoken of its pleasant, stimu- 
lating effects. In the metrorrhagia inci- 
dent to the menopause with the multi- 
plicity of nervous derangements from 
which women suffer at this period, vi- 
burnum has proven very beneficial. It 
will modify the haemorrhage from such 
causes, where ergot in full doses is not 
well tolerated, or where the patient is in 
a feeble condition, I have been in the 
habit of combining the two remedies jn 
various proportions, with gratifying re- 
sults. I have never known painful uter- 
ine contraction to be produced by vibur- 
num alone, nor do I think that oxytoxic 
effects can be attributed to it. 

Viburnum is serviceable also in certain 
forms of dvsmenOrrhoea. My attention 
wa^ first directed to its worth in this 
affection several years ago, by the re- 
mark of a patient for whom I had pre- 
scribed it for a profuse menstrual dis- 
charge. She said that she had taken the 
medicine during the menstrual periods, 
beginning two or three days before each, 
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and that there was not only a diminution 
in the quantity of blood, but that men- 
struation was more nearly painless than 
it had been before for years. This re- 
mark was suggestive, and I have since 
given viburnum alone such a thorough 
trial in the various forms of dysmenor- 
rhea, that I have arrived at the follow- 
ing conclusions : In all forms of dys- 
menorrhea attended with profuse men- 
struation, viburnum, if administered for 
several days in advance of the period, 
as well as during the continuance of the 
discharge, affords the patient great relief. 
Where there is with the dysmonorrhoea 
a scanty flow, it does not prove beneficial. 
If the pain is produced by stenosis, or 
any mechanical obstruction, it affords 
only moderate relief. It is not sufficiently 
sedative, if given alone, to fully relieve 
the sufferings of spasmodic or neuralgic 
dysmenorrhea. It is, however, a valu- 
able adjuvant to the sedative and anti- 
spasmodic remedies, such as cannabis 
indica, camphor, hyoscyamus, and 
conium. 

In that form of dysmenorrhea with 
menorrhagia, caused by fibroid growths 
impinging upon and twisting the uterine 
canal, viburnum, in combination with 
ergot, has proven beneficial, and much 
more so than either remedy if given 
without the other. 

Gentiana Quinqueflora. — C. A.Yel- 
vington, M. D., Susquehanna, Pa., says 
of this plant : My first trials with it were 
three cases of obstinate intermittent, in 
which quinine and other antiperiodics 
had failed to accomplish the desired re- 
sult ; and, to my surprise, in one week's 
time the use of a decoction of the herb 
had completely controlled the disease. 
This led me to try it in similar cases, 
and with the happiest results, and I am 
now satisfied that we possess no agent 
superior to it as an anti-periodic. In 
antonic conditions of the digestive appa- 
ratus, in combination with Hydrastis, I 
have found it a splendid tonic, increas- 
ing the biliary secretion, and acting as a 
stimulant to the excretory organs. In 
fevers I have used it in combination with 



gelseminum with good results ; and in 
derangements of the biliary organs, in 
combination with leptandrin or podo- 
phyllum it seems to increase the effect of 
these agents. I have never used it in 
combination with Veratrum, believing 
them to be incompatible. 

To sum up its qualities, I would say 
that where an atonic condition of the 
digestive organs is present I never have 
found its equal. Also, in derangements 
of the biliary organs, in combination 
with the above remedies, I have accom- 
plished great results. Nor is this all my 
own experience; I have at times furnished 
it to other physicians, who have informed 
me that in the same conditions it has 
proved beyond a doubt a specific where 
an anti-periodic is indicated. I have 
given it the place formerly occupied by 
quinia, and have accomplished better re- 
sults in less time than I could with that 
remedy. Having used it for ten years 
in my practice, and having always ac- 
complished great good with it, I feel 
that I can recommend it to the profes 
sion as a safe and reliable remedy, and 
one that will prove a great aid in their 
practice. — Eclectic Medical Journal. 

Balsam of Tolu as an Application 
to Wounds. — At a meeting held Octo- 
ber 11,1 875, of the Berliner medicinische 
Gesellschaft, Dr. E. Wiss spoke in 
almost unbounded praise of balsam of 
tolu as an application to wounds of all 
kinds. When the balsam was put upon 
wounds it produced an immediate sen- 
sation of burning, which, however, very 
soon ceased, as did all pain, even in 
most severe wounds. Fresh wounds 
under this treatment showed no inflam- 
mation, and in those already inflamed it 
soon ceased. No suppuration took place, 
and where it was already present it soon 
disappeared. No wound treated by him 
by this method took on a septic charac- 
ter, even under the most unfavorable 
local and climacteric surroundings. In 
' all cases, even in lacerated wounds, there 
was union by first intention, a thing 
which had not been his experience in 
any other method of treatment. Two 
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cases were detailed. He considers that 
the balsam hinders suppuration, and 
after his surgical experience he made 
use of it in two cases of old women with 
profuse catarrh of the lungs. The drug 
was given in an emulsion with the yolk 
of egg (4.0: 120.0=64.8 drops to 4 oz ; 
one teaspoonful every two hours), and 
one case was well in eleven days, while 
the other recovered in three weeks. In 
these cases "all other medicines had 
failed." — Boston Medical and Surgical 
Journal. 

Bilious Attacks. — Dr. Fothergill (in 
Medical Times) says of the treatment of 
bilious attacks to which dark-complex- 
ioned persons of the biliary diathesis are 
most subject: Rarely do persons of 
other diathesis and fair persons suffer 
from those disturbances which may fairly 
be said to be connected with the pres- 
ence of bile acids in excess ; while as to 
those forms of biliary disturbance where 
the urine is laden with lithates, the con- 
dition Dr. Murchison calls lithaemia, 
persons of other diathesis seem equally 
liable to them, and they are found in 
fair and dark people alike. For those 
bilious attacks, then, which occur chiefly 
in those of the bilious diathesis, nothing 
is so good as alkaline saline purgatives 
taken in some vegetable infusion imme- 
diately on getting out of bed in the 
morning. This should be washed down 
with some warm fluid which excites the 
peristaltic action of the bowels, and, if 
necessary, a vegetable laxative pill should 
be taken the night before. After a 
couple of liquid motions — the more co- 
pious the better — the bilious person feels 
pretty equal to the day's work before 
him. Rochelle salts with a little sul- 
phate of magnesium in infusion of buchu 
forms a most excellent morning purge, in 
my experience. Sir Joseph Fayrer has 
found in his Indian experience sulphate 
of magnesium, with quinine or gentian, 
sufficient to produce two or three loose 
motions, an efficient measure in biliary 
congestion. 

Use of the Obstetrical Forceps. — 
Prof. S. D. Turney, in a paper read be- 



fore the Central Ohio Medical Associa- 
tion, on the use of forceps, concludes 
with the following propositions : 

1. That the forceps are, in competent 
hands, absolutely safe for mother and 
child. 

2. There being neither danger to 
mother nor child, they may be applied at 
any time in the second stage of labor ; 
when the foetal head ceases to advance, 
or it is necessary to hasten the delivery. 

3. That the long are preferable to the 
short forceps. 

4. That in their application reference 
should be had more to the pelvis of the 
mother than to the head of the child. 

5. That when the head of the child is 
at the superior strait, or in the cavity of 
the pelvis, traction may be made during 
the pain, should pain exist ; but when 
the head is pressing upon the perinaeum 
the rigidity and elasticity of this organ 
are more safely overcome by a force 
continuously applied, and, therefore 
traction should be made in the interval 
and not during the continuance of the 
pains. — Ohio Med. and Surg. Journal. 

Anaesthesia Produced by a Hypo- 
dermic Injeciton of Bromohydrate of 
Quinine. — M. Thaon,of Nice(Z* Mouve 
matt Med. % 1877, page 153), had under 
his care a case of intermittent fever which 
resisted the administration of bromhy- 
drate of quinine administered by the 
stomach, and also hypodermically, ten 
to fifteen grains of the salt being given 
daily, for some days without having mas- 
tered the fever. One of the punctures 
of the hypodermic needle, however, 
which had been made into the forearm 
in the region of one of the antebrachial 
branches of the musculocutaneous nerve, 
caused complete anaesthesia of the skin 
over a belt twelve centimetres (four 
inches) long by six centimetres broad. 
Thermo-anaesthesia extended a little far- 
ther. One month subsequently this an- 
aesthesia remained persistent. — Medical 
Times. 

Treatment of Spasm of the Glottis. 
The attacks of spasm of the glottis are 
much more violent than those of false 
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croup, being accompanied by contraction 
of the muscles of respiration, especially 
of the diaphragm, and sometimes even, 
by general convulsions. In the treat- 
ment of this affection there is rarely time 
to employ the various methods mention- 
ed in the books, such as electricity, 
frictions, chloroform, etc., and conse- 
quently the plan proposed by M. Charon. 
seems to be all the more practicable. 
This physician states that inhalations of 
ammonia rarely fail to cut short the 
attack. He advises mothers who have 
children subject to attacks of spasm of 
the glottis, always to carry a bottle of 
ammonia with them. He cites the case 
of the wife of a physician, who followed 
this advice, and whose child always 
rapidly recovered from the spasm with 
the help of the ammonia. Unfortunately, 
one day she did not have her flask with 
her, and while she was looking for it, 
the child died asphyxiated. — T&e Medical 
Record. 

Celluloid. — This substance, though 
prepared by Mr. Hyatt, an American, 
as long ago as 1869, has only lately been 
turned to much practical account. It is 
prepared by subjecting ordinary paper to- 
the action of a mixture of nitric and sul- 
phuric acids; washing this till all trace 
of acid disappears; drying the product, 
powdering the -same, and mixing it with 
camphor ; drying and repeatedly press- 
ing this mixture, at last applying heat, 
when the celluloid appears in the form 
of transparent, elastic rods or slabs. As 
it is hard, and not easily broken at ordi- 
nary temperature, susceptible of high 
polish, and capable of being cut into ex- 
tremely thin plates, yet elastic, and, at 
high temperatures, malleable, plastic, 
and, even fusible, it has become exten- 
sively used in the manufacture of the 
rims of eye-glasses, cheap ornaments, 
cigar cases, etc., and, when colored, as 
a means of imitating ebony, lapis lazuli 
and malachite. It has also been em- 
ployed in making elastic belts, trusses, 
etc., and some of its applications in den- 
tistry were patented as early as the year 
of its discovery. — Momtuer des Proamts 

Ckm. 



Who Discovered Anesthesia?— The 
claimants — Wells, Jackson and Morton 
— are well know, and volumes have been 
written for and against their claims. Less 
has been known of the fourth claimant, 
Dr. Crawford W. Long, of Athens, Ga. 
From testimony recently produced, it 
does appear that Dr. Long has better 
claims to be honored as the discoverer 
of anaesthesia thr.n either of the others. 
The proofs that he did produce the con- 
dition as early as March 20, 1842, ap- 
pear to be satisfactory and conclusive. 
Dr. J. MarionSims, who has recently 
written a pamphlet setting forth the facts 
regarding Dr. Long's experiments, pre- 
sents his claims with an array of evidence 
which is irresistible. Dr. Long is still 
living, and in poverty, in Georgia, hav- 
ing lost his all in the civil war. He is 
represented as being worked to death to 
obtain his daily bread; he is old and 
feeble. The fate of Wells, Morton and 
Jackson is sad indeed. Poor Morton, 
worn out with disappointment and grief, 
became insane, and so injured himself 
in an asylum as to cause his death. Wells 
became insane,' and committed suicide 
in New York in 1848. Jackson, so long 
known as Boston's distinguished chemist, 
"s now in an insane asylum, hopelessly 
ncurable. What a sad, pitiable record 
is this 1 

Dr. Long alone remains (of the four 
who have contended for the honors of 
the discovery of anaesthesia) in the pos- 
session of his reason, and he is destitute, 
overworked, disheartened. And now, 
what can we do, what shall we do, in 
justice to all? Dr. Sims' suggestion is 
a good one. Let the whole medical pro- 
fession, North, South, East, West, unite 
in asking Congress, at its next session, to 
appropriate the sum of four hundred 
thousand dollars to be divided equally 
among the families of Wells, Morton, 
Jackson, and Long. 

The discovery of anaesthesia is the 
greatest boon yet conferred upon man, 
and it is an American discovery. Let 
us all join in one united effort to aid 
those who have suffered so much in con- 
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nection with this discovery. — Boston 
Journal of Chemistry. 

The Feeding of Infants. — Dr. W. 
Faussett, in an interesting article on this 
subject in the London Medical Press and 
Circular, arrives at the following conclu- 
sions : 

1. That aliment should always be pre- 
sented to the infant stomach in a perfectly 
fluid form. 

2. That as bread and farinaceous sub- 
stances generally have been proved by 
experience, and recently by numerous 
post— mortem examinations, to be often 
indigestible, and to have led directly to 
infant mortality, such substances had 
better be excluded from infant feeding. 

3. That cow's or goat's milk; when 
pure and modified as much as possible, 
to resemble human milk, will often be 
found sufficient, without any jother help, 
to nourish the newborn infant 

4. That as cocoa contains all the ele- 
ments indispensable for the growth and 
development of the body, and can always 
be presented in a fluid form, it is, next 
to milk, preferable to all other naturat 
substances as an article of infant aliment. 

There is one other point which, though 
Only indirectly connected with infant 
feeding, is one of paramount importance, 
as regards the present and future health 
of the individual, namely, the necessity 
of guarding against the hateful practice 
of covering the child's face as it sleeps. 
Boston Journal of Chemistry. 

Albumen in the Teeatmbnt of Con- 
sumption. — Dr E. L. Shurly (in Buffalo 
Medical Journal) reports remarkable re- 
sults in the treatment of pulmonary con- 
sumption by the use of the albumen of 
eggs, as the most concentrated and pow- 
erful nutriment that can be found. " But 
finding quite often that patients were un- 
able to digest or assimilate the requisite 
number of eggs, owing, perhaps, either 
to the oil contained, or the inability of 
the stomach to break up the intimate cell 
structure, I was led to present them in a 
dessicated form, either entire, or just the 
whites, with, to my observation, grati- 
fying results, The mode of preparation 



is as follows : The eggs are exposed to 
a warm current of air, never above 110° 
F., until they are thoroughly dried, when 
the residue will be ready for use. As it 
is more tedious and difficult to evaporate 
the whole contents, than the whites, I 
more often throw out the yolk, and after- 
wards prepare the albumen by adding a 
little cod liver or other oil ; or triturating 
it with either egg shell or one of the 
phosphates, preferably calcium or so* 
dium phosphate. Partic ilar attention 
must be paid to its preparation, inasmuch 
as albumen (or dessicated egg) prepared 
either by too great heat or by precipita- 
tion, whereby it is coagulated, will not 
yield the same results as that prepared 
in the manner here given, which renders 
it readily soluble in warm water, and 
capable of direct absorption as albumi- 
nose by the stomach. I have never ob- 
served an instance where it was not 
borne easily by the stomach when pre- 
pared by means of gentle heat. It may 
be administered in teaspoonful doses as 
a powder with or without one of the salts 
mentioned, by throwing it in warm water, 
light soup, or milk, or emulsified with 
glycerine or cod liver oil." 

He gives a number of cases absolutely 
relieved by this method. 

Singular Property of the Tomato 
Leaf. — "I planted a peach orchard," 
writes M. Siroy, of the Society of Horti- 
culture, Valparaiso, "and the trees grew 
well and strongly. They had just com- 
menced to bud when they were invaded 
by the curculio {pulgon), which insects 
were followed, as frequently happens, by 
ants. Having cut some tomatoes, the idea 
occurred to me that, by placing Borne of 
the leaves around the trunks and branches 
ofthe peach trees, I might preserve them 
from the rays of the sun, which were 
very powerful. 

" My surprise was great upon the fol- 
lowing day to find the trees entirely free 
from their enemies, not one remaining, 
except here and there where a curled 
leaf prevented the tomatto from exercis- 
ing influence. These leaves I carefully 
unrolled, placing upon them fresh ones 
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from the tomato vine, with the result of 
banishing the last insect and enabling the 
trees to grow with luxuriance. Wishing 
to carry still further my experiment, I 
steeped in water some fresh leaves of the 
tomato, and sprinkled with this infusion 
other plants, roses, and oranges. In two 
days these were also free from the innu- 
merable insects which covered them. I 
felt sure that, had I used the same 
means with my melon patch, I should 
have met with the same result. I there- 
fore deem it a duty I owe to the Society 
of Horticulture to make known this sin- 
gular and useful property of the tomato 
leaves, which I discovered by the merest 
accident" — Scientific American* 

Varices of the Leg. — Operative 
treatment of varices of the leg is as old 
as medicine. New and dangerless is the 
method of assistance by the antiseptic 
bandage. Since Dr. Risel, of Halle, has 
discovered the cause of these ectasia to 
depend not upon an impermeability of 
the saphenous vein, but, on the contrary, 
upon simple hydrostatic pressure, over 
distension, he has extirpated not only 
the varicose knots and tortuosities on 
the leg, but also a piece of the trunk of 
the vein itself. The region of the vari- 
cosities is brought out as fully as possi- 
ble by means of elastic ligatures, then 
the veins are dissected free, surrounded 
freely with catgut, and cut out between 
the ligatures. Risel cut out in one ses- 
sion, from the same leg, six pieces of 
vein each 4-5ctm. long. Eleven legs of 
nine patients were treated in this way, 
and under strict antisepsis not the least 
accident occurred in the healing process. 
The cure was complete, mostly, in eight 
days so that the patients could walk 
about. (Edema, thrombosis, etc., oc- 
curred in no case. One of the patients, 
a farm overseer, presented himself after 
a few months with completely cured legs, 
cured not only of varicose veins, but also 
of an old and obstinate eczema. The 
further histories of the other patients had 
not been followed up. — Deutsche Med. 
Wochenschr. 1877, No. 8. 

Impaction of Gall-stones. — In the 



Canada Lancet, for June, Dr. Thomas S. 
Barclay, of Detroit, Michigan, reports a 
case of " Impaction of Gall-stones and 
Obstruction of the Bowel," causing death. 
A post-mortem was made and the gall- 
bladder was found packed full to disten- 
sion, with gall-stones, to the number of 
700, from the size of a pin's head to a 
bean. "The systic and common ducts 
were entirely occluded, and fibrous 
bands were attached from the gall-bladder 
to the bowel, causing constriction of the 
duct The smallest probe would not en- 
ter the common duct, and the bowel 
would not admit a common quill. The 
constriction of the bowel extended from 
the stomach down to the middle of the 
descending portion of the duodenum. 
The liver was somewhat enlarged ; the 
heart small and soft, but no valvular 
trouble. The stomach was perfectly 
healthy; all the other organs normal.' 9 
The patient had been subject to attacks 
of bilious colic, every few months, which 
would pass off under treatment. 

Dr. Barclay remarks : '* This case was 
very interesting, from the fact that there 
was a difference of opinion among the 
medical attendants as to the nature of 
the trouble. This was entirely cleared 
up by the post-mortem examination. 
One lesson which may be drawn from 
the case is, the importance of a careful 
examination of the faeces for the presence 
of gall stones, after these so-called at- 
tacks of bilious colic. It is very likely , 
that he passed numbers of them from 
time to time, but finally their accumula- 
tion in the gall bladder, and consequent 
pressure, produced inflammation, which 
resulted in what we found after death. 
I am persuaded that there are more cases 
of this kind than generally supposed. 
Within the past three years I have met 
with no less than twenty-three cases. 
The succinate of iron has been very suc- 
cessful in my hands in arresting the for- 
mation of these stones/' — Maryland 
Medical Journal. 

Administering Iodine Through a 
Nurse. — Dr. Gemtnel, of Birmbaum, 
relates the case of a feeble, rickety child 
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a year and eight months old, to whom 
it was thought of great importance that 
iodine should be administered, which, 
however, in any form tried, had induced 
vomiting and irregular action of the 
bowels. It was then resolved to try 
giving it through the milk of a nurse, 
and in a few days after she had begun 
taking it, her milk was sufficiently im- 
pregnated with it. It was found also, 
that a cow's milk could be similarly 
affected by giving the animal ten gram- 
mes of iodide of potassium per diem for 
a fortnight. The child under the use of 
the nurse's milk bore the iodide very 
well, and soon recovered. — Berlin. Klin. 
Woch., April*. 

Dietetic Preparations. — Subscribe 1, 
(Chicago, JUJ) writes as follows : " Will 
you be kind enough to publish in your 
valuable journal some simple recipes for 
preparing the various dietetic prepara- 
tions, such as are ordered for the sick ? 
I have frequently been asked by custom- 
ers how to prepare various broths and 
gruels, and although this query may not 
be quite in your line I believe many 
druggists would be pleased to be fur- 
nished with reliable recipes. 

Answer. — We take pleasure in reply- 
ing to your query, and, as you remark, 
no doubt many of our readers will be 
pleased to have a few good recipes for 
these preparations, a proper knowledge 
of which is too often neglected by the 
apothecary, who may frequently be called 
upon to furnish information as to the 
manner of preparing them. Indeed they 
may properly be considered as auxiliaries 
to medical treatment : 

BEEP TEA, 

Beef, lean, cat in small pieces. 1 pound. 

Put into a jar without any water » 
cover lightly and set in a pot of cold 
water. Heat gradually to a boil, and 
continue this steadily for three or four 
hours until the juice is all extracted from 
the meat. Season with salt, and when 
cold, skim. This may be served hot or 
cold ; but will frequently be preferred by 
the patient in the latter way. 



MUTTON BROTH. 

Mutton, lean, cut in small pieces.. 1 pound. 

Water, cold 1 quart 

Rice, or barley, soaked in a very 

little warm water 1 tablespoonfr.]. 

Milk 4 tablespoonfuls. 

Boil the meat in the water until it fells 
to pieces, keeping the pot closely cov- 
ered. . Strain the liquid off, and add the 
soaked barley or rice; simmer half an 
hour, stirring often; season with salt, 
pepper, and a little chopped parsley, add 
the milk, and again simmer for a few 
minutes, taking care that it does not 
burn. 

CHICKEN BROTH. 

This may be prepared in the same 
manner as mutton broth, cracking the 
bones well before putting in the fowl. 

ARROWROOT JELLY. 
Arrowroot, Bermuda. . . .2 heaping teaspoonfuls. 

White Sugar 2 teaspoonfuls. 

Lemon Juice 1 teaspoonful. 

Water, boiling 2 quart*. 

Wet the arrowroot in a little cold 
water, and rub smooth. Then stir it 
into the pot, which should be over the 
fire actually boiling at the time, with the 
sugar already added. Stir until clear, 
boiling steadily all the while, add the 
lemon. Pour into a cup, or form, pre- 
viously wet in cold water. 

INDIAN MEAL GRUEL. 

Indian meal 1 cup. 

Flour previouely mixed with cold 

water 1 teblespoonrul. 

Water, boiling 2 quarts. 

Wet the meal and flour to a smooth 
paste, stir into the water while it is ac- 
tually boiling. Boil slowly half an houn> 
stirring up well from the bottom. Sea- 
son with salt to taste. If a laxative is 
desired, omit the wheat flour. 

OATMEAL GRUEL. 

This is prepared in the same manner 
as Indian meal gruel. 

TOAST WATER. 

Pour sufficient boiling water to slightly 
cover slices of toast, which should be 
nicely browned. Cover the vessel con- 
taining them closely, and let them steep 
until cold. Strain off the water, sweeten 
to taste, and add a piece of ice to each 
glassful 
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FLAXSEED LEMONADE. 

Flaxseed 4 tableepoonfols. 

Lemons, juice of 2. 

Water, boiling 1 quart. 

Steep three hours in a covered pitcher. 
If too thick, add cold water with the 
lemon jqice, and sweeten to taste. 
Should be iced for drinking. 

[We must confess ourselves indebted 
to Marian Harland's admirable book, 
" Common Sense in the Household," for 
the foregoing excellent recipes.] — Drug- 
gists Advertiset. 

Neuralgia of Female Urethra — A 
desperate neuralgia sometimes afflicts the 
the female urethra and orifice of the blad- 
der. But very often what seems to be 
a pure neuralgic affection depends upon 
minute ulcers in the urethral mucous 
membrane. By an ingenious contrivance 
Mr. Ashwell washes the whole tract of 
membrane with a strong solution of ni- 
trate of silver, and by this plan he cured 
a very severe case of the disorder. I 
obtained equal success in an exceedingly 
obstinate case by the passage of a soft 
bougie every night and morning. — From 
John Kent Spender's Therapeutic Means 
for relief of pain. — Louisville Medical 
News, 

For Eczema. — 

R. Elix. iodo bromode calcium com. .oz.vifj. 

Take a teaspoonful in water four times 
a day. 

R. Tine, benzoin nz.i. 

Apply on brush night and morning. 
With this treatment we have succeeded 
in effecting a cure of one case which had 
become chronic, and had resisted all 
medication, covering a period of several 
years.— /our. Mot. Med* 

Lacto-Phosphate of Lime as a Tooth 
Filling. — The treatment of exposed 
dental pulps and sensitive dentine is the 
subject of an interesting paper by Junius 
E. Cravens, D.D.S. The lacto phosphate 
of lime is applied to the exposed pulp, 
which is carefully sealed and left undis- 
turbed for several weeks. On removing 
the coverings a new bone is found, its 
surface continuous with that of the 
formerly soft dentine, and the sensibility 



being even below the normal degree. 
Oxy-chloride of zinc and other substan- 
ces, however, may produce like results. 
Medical Record. 



Practical Notes. 



Perineal Abscess and Fistula of 
Urethra. — Dr. I. R. Bristow, of Texas, 
writes: September 21, 1875. saw Mr. 

W , aged 21 years, farmer, good 

constitution and physique. Had con- 
tracted gonorrhoea last August. Found 
well developed perineal abscess, too long 
neglected already ; much constitutional 
disturbance and nervous irritability. 

Treatment — Free incision of perineum 
and deep fascia. After evacuating mat- 
ter, found a large rent in membranous 
portion of urethra, urine passing entirely 
by perineal opening. Introduced No. 9 
catheter in bladder, and fastened it in 
situ. From attending physician, learned 
that the case progressed favorably, with 
exception of a few chills, which yielded 
promptly to quinine. 

In fifteen days withdrew the catheter, 
and urine afterwards voided by natural 

channel. In thirty days Mr. W 

visited me at my office, twenty miles 
distant by rail, looking well. On exam- 
ining him, found parts healed, and in- 
troduced No. 9 catheter with ease. Or- 
dered him to return every ten days or 
two weeks for introduction of catheter, 
which he did for two months. 

Saw Mr. W May 20, 1877, and 

he reports himself as sound as he ever 
was. 

Reflection — If the abscess had been 
evacuated promptly, would not the ure- 
thra have escaped suppuration, and there- 
by saved us trouble ? Who will answer 
with a case, or cases, in point ? 

Worms. — Dr. L.M. Wood, of Kansas, 
writes: I was called to see L. B., set. 
23 years, previous health good, weight 
140 lbs. ; I found her suffering with great 
pain over the region of stomach and 
bowels, distressing emesis, with hurried 
and difficult respiration; slight febrile 
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disturbance. It was her regular term of 
catamenia, which was normal. Finding 
she had never passed any worms, I con- 
cluded to give her bismuth s. n. and 
calomel, aa. grs. iij, to be repeated at 
intervals of three hours until three doses 
were taken. On my return the next 
morning, her mother informed me that 
she had passed four hundred worms {as- 
carts lutnbncoides), some of which were 
very large. I then ordered santonine 
and calomel, aa. grs. iv, morning and 
evening, every other day, until she had 
taken it for three days. Under that 
treatment she discharged twenty-seven 
more. She is now apparently well. 

I would like to see some practical and 
successful treatment for membranous 
croup, as it is very prevalent and fatal in 
this western country. 

Hypodermic Doses. — A hypodermic 
dose should be about one-third the ordi- 
nary internal dose. Twenty or thirty 
drops is the usual quantity injected — to 
be indicated by the scale on the syringe. 
In injecting morphine, we are in the 
habit of dissolving the eighth of a grain 
in half teaspoonful of water, which may 
be made warm by holding the spoon 
over a candle, the syringe being also 
warmed by dipping it in warm water. 
Draw the water from the spoon through 
the point of the syringe by suctipn, hold 
the point upward, and force up the water 
until bubbles of air cease to pass out at 
the point; then pinch up the skin be- 
tween the thumb and forefinger, raising 
it from the muscle below, and force the 
point of the syringe through the skin, 
and inject the fluid. Select a place where 
the skin is thin. We have found no bet- 
ter place than the thin, loose skin on the 
back of the elbow. It is easily detached, 
and has comparatively little sensibility, 
the operation causing but slight pain. 

Jaborandi in Dropsy. — This agent 
has been shown to possess wonderful 
power in removing dropsical accumula- 
tions from the system. It acts by pro- 
ducing profuse sweating. It is best ad- 
ministered by infusion, prepared by 
adding two drachms of the leaves to 
four ounces of water. A tablespoonful 






to be given every half hour until profuse 
diaphoresis occurs. The remedy to be 
repeated daily until the oedema subsides. 
If the stomach rejects the medicine it 
may be administered by enema. 

It is well to remember that toxic ef- 
fects sometimes follow the use of this 
remedy, manifested by cardiac irregular- 
ity, dimness of vision, nausea, or vomit- 
ing, depression and weakness, dryness 
of the mouth, making it prudent to be 
cautious in the use of the proper dose. 
These effects are best counteracted by 
whisky or other stimulants. 

Salacins for Chills. — Dr. Th^mp*- 
son reports, in British Medical Journal^ 
a number of cases showing the superior 
efficacy of salacine in the treatment of 
intermittents Cases wherein quinine 
had utterly failed were promptly relieved 
with tins agent. He used large doses, 
grs. xxx every two hours. Usually the 
fourth dose was sufficient to break up 
the chain of morbid action, after which 
a few doses at longer intervals completed 
the cure. It may be given when the 
chill is on, and will usually- shorten the 
chill, and greatly mitigate or even arrest 
the febrile exacerbation. 

Congestive Chill. — Professor Bemiss 
of New Orleans, says that opium, chlo- 
roform, belladonna and chloral are the 
sheet anchors in this class of fevers. 
Twenty drops of laudanum and half 
teaspoonful chloroform may be given at 
a dose during the chill, and, if need be, 
repeated .in a short time with the effect 
often of cutting short the chill. Or mor- 
phine may be injected hypodermically. 
Chloroform, by inhalation, is also recom- 
mended as useful irv restoring the circu- 
lation in the extremities. 

Iodoform Pencils. — Iodoform pen- 
cils, recommended for ulcerations of the 
neck of the uterus, are made by mixing 
10 grains of iodoform with 0.5 grains 
gum arabic, and with mucilage, forming 
a pill mass, to be divided into ten cylin- 
ders one-half an inch long, to be dried 
in the air and kept from the light. They 
are used by applying to the ulcerated 
part, and kept in position by a plug of 
cotton. 
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Opium Modified. — In cholera morbus, 
or in bilious diarrhoea, after the offend- 
ing matters have been vomited or dis- 
charged, and the case improving, it is 
sometimes desirable to procure the ano- 
dyne effects of opium without drying up 
the secretions and increasing the thirst. 
Opium, in the following combination, is 
said to restrain gently the action of the 
bowels without checking or otherwise 
disordering the stomach. In the epi- 
demic diarrhoea of India, and in the pre- 
liminary diarrhoea of cholera, it is a 
popular and successful preparation. The- 
orectically, it must strike every one as 
well adapted to cases of griping diarrhoea 
from eating pork or other like cause, and 
in the flatulent pains of subacute or 
chronic dysenterry, etc., and in the flatu- 
ent colics of aged persons : 

R. Poly, bpii gr.v. 

Pulv. black pepper gr.xx. 

Aasofcetida grs.xxx. H. 

For ten pills. Dose, one pill every 
two to four hours, until relief follows. 

Suppression op Mensbs.— We have 
found no remedy so efficient as the sul- 
phate of quinine, with ipecac and gel- 
seminum, in suppression of the menses. 
Use the remedy every two to four hours, 
keeping the patient warm in bed, with 
warm fomentations to the abdomen. 
The quinine seems to act as an equalizer, 
both of the circulation and of the nerv- 
ous forces, relieving engorgements, and 
unlocking the emunctions and secretions 
throughout the entire system, to which 
effect both the ipecac and gelseminum 

contribute : 

R. Sulph. quinine. gr.xxx. 

Pal?, ipecac gr.Hj. M. 

Make twelve powdecs. Give one every 
two to four hours, adding to each dose 
tinct. gelseminum five drops. W. 

Hysteria. — The following formulae 
(Naphey) mil be found valuable in hys- 
terical affections ; 

R. Tinct. assafoetida dr.lj. 

Ammonii carbonates gr.zx. 

Aqoatn camphors .oz.ir. M. 

One tablespoonful occasionally. 

R. Tinct. ataafotlda. dr.il. 

Spiritus ammonia aromat. . .dr. in. 
Tinct v*lerian oz. J. M. 



One teaspoonful in a wine glass of 
water every two or three hours. 

R Tinct castoreL dr.ity. 

Bpieritna la vend, oomp dr.vi. 

Aquam. camph oz.vj. M. 

A tablespoonful three times a day, 
when cerebral symptoms and hysterical 
phenomena are marked. 

In Hysterical Dysmenorrhea. — 

R Tinct asaafcBtidsB dr.ij. 

Tinct caatorei dr.Jae. 

McMunn'e elix. opii gtt.xxx. M. 

Give fifteen to thirty drops in hysteria* 
or in hysterical spasm, or dysmenor- 
rhea, every hour until relief follows. 

Another — 

R. Fluid est. valerian dr.i. 

Ext hyoeciami flT>U* M. 

Warm water; one tablespoonful — 
stir or triturate until the hyosciamus is 
well blended with the fluid portion of 
the mixture, and use by enema into the 
rectum. We have seen this remedy 
quiet, in a few moments, the most in- 
tense spasmodic pains of dysmenorrhoea. 

Colic. — In sudden, violent colic, if 
nausea or vomiting exists, encourage it 
with tepid water until the stomach is 
well emptied, also evacuate the bowels 
with an enema of salt water and molasses; 
after which, if not relieved, put a large 
sinapism on the abdomen, and give gits. 
xx tinct. wild yam, and repeat in half 
hour, if need be* If this fail, inject hy- 
podermically ± gr. morphine. If there 
is no vomiting give grs. xxx of ipecac 
and warm water to bring it about, 
and then proceed as above suggested. 
If vomiting and purging are already 
active, no effort should be immedi- 
ately made to check the purging, if 
the matter discharged be dark fecal 
or bilious, as such attacks are often 
but the effort of nature to get rid of the 
offending matter, but, if need be, let 
tepid enemas be given to encourage the 
evacuations, and the opiate given only 
when the discharge assumes a lighter 
color, or there is reason to believe the 
bowels are sufficiently emptied of die 
irritating matter. In such cases tempo- 
rary relief may usually be given by the 
use of chloroform, sinapisms, hot fo- 
mentations, etc. W. 
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Alitura Wink. — Alitura wine is a fine 
article of wine containing the soluble 
phosphates of lime, magnesia and iron. 
A fine tonic, well adapted to weak states 
of the brain and nervous system. 

Benzoic Acid in Cystitis. — Benzoic 
acid is highly recommended in chronic 
cystitis. Give five to ten grains every 
two to four hours in pill form, or with 
glycerin. 

Phosphorus has been used to great 
advantage in psoriasis. Phosphide of 
zinc (1£ grs. daily) is an eligible form in 
which it may be given. 



*mmmm 



Scientific Items 



Sunlight. — Sunlight, as physicists 
have shown, is the source of all the 
forms of force with which we are fa- 
miliar. The coal that heats our houses 
and moves our steam-engines is only 
' the solidified sunshine of former ages, 
and all the life of the vegetable and an 
imal world now is due, directly or in- 
directly, to the same source. The 
bread that we eat is the gift of the sun, 
the clothes that we wear are woven out 
of his beams. Plants turn towards his 
light, and so should we if we had not 
forgotten our natural instincts in the 
artificial existence that we lead.— -Jour- 
Chem. 

Plant Anesthesia. — In plants, M. 
Claude Bernard, to whom is due the 
credit of the discovery, has found that 
germination ceases under the influence 
of ether. He introduced water cresses, 
which germinate from day to day, into 
two precisely similar tubes. In one tube 
he placed a little ether. The plant there- 
in on the following day was found not to 
have germinated, as the other had; but 
after being removed from the anaesthetic, 
the first went on and germinated in a 
natural manner. The plant had literally 
been put to sleep. 

New Functions of the Liver. — B. 
F. Lautenbach (in Medical Times), in a 
series of experiments upon the lower 
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animals, by ligating the portal vein and 
injecting poison into the system, has 
discovered that, 

1st. The liver has, for one of its func- 
tions, the office of destroying certain of the 
organic poisons. 

2nd. A poison is being constantly formed 
in the system of every animal % which it is 
the office of the liver to destroy — shown by 
the (act that narcotic symptoms and 
stupor, followed by speedy death, results 
from Hgating the vena porta. 

The Microscope. — It is believed that 
we have already reached the limit of the 
magnifying power of the microscope, by 
reason of spectral images caused by dif- 
fraction of light. Whenever we exceed 
a magnifying power of seven or eight 
hundred diameters, the diffraction con- 
fuses and renders unreliable the appear- 
ance of the objects examined. 

Still Burning. — Fifty years ago the 
coal in a Belgian coal mine was acci- 
dentally ignited, and though frequent 
efforts have been made to extinguish it, 
the burning still ' continues unabated. 
What vast underground caverns must 
have resulted from the long continued 
combustion of underground material. 

Air in the Ground. — It has been 
shown by recent observations that the 
atmosphere permeates freely into all dry 
soils, and that even gas may find its way 
from a leaky pipe through the earth 
from considerable depths into dwelling 
houses, a fact which is important in a 
sanitary point of view. 

Vitality of Snails. — A writer in 
the American Naturalist relates an in- 
stance of a snail — of the species, Helix 
Veatchii, which lived without food from 
1859 to l86 5- 

Antihydropin is a crystaline sub- 
stance obtained from that hateful insect 
the cockroach, which, in Russia, is used 
as a remedy for dropsy. 

Meteoric Stone.— A meteoric stone 
which fell recently in Saxony, contained 
93 04 per cent of iron, 6.16 nickel, and 
0. 23 phosphorus. 



Editorial and Miscellneous 



"A.U oomuaatoatloofl relating to the batintas o f 
The Bbcobd, for the year 1877, must be addressed to 

DB. B. C. WOBD, 
Business Manger Southern Med. Beo. t 

Atlanta, Ga. 
SCTBrief and praotloal oommmrieatione are solid- 
ted on all sabjeots pertaining to medicine, also re- 
ports of oaaes in praotioe. 

0"8end money by eheok, postal order or regis- 
tered letter. 

Ja^ Write yonr name, post-o ffioe, county and State 
plainly. 



SPECIAL NOTICE. 

To ell persons receiving this issue as a specimen, 
we wish to say, try oar journal. Yon will find It 
plain and practicable, containing a great many 
valuable suggestions, hints, formulas, etc., which* 
in the course of a year, will largely indemnify you 
for the small amount of subscription. It is best 
to take the back numbers, so as to have a com- 
plete volume ; but may subscribe tor six tnonths, 
if you prefer. See our club rates, and premium 
offer, elsewhere. 



WHAT'S THE MATTER? 



In an interesting paper upon the 
subject of vital statistics, in Sanitarian the 
the writer, in alluding to the decline in 
birth-rate in Ntw England, attributes it 
to a decline in die normal standard of 
physiological development, by which the 
law of propagation is impaired, etc. We 
think it requires no fine-spun theory of 
this kind to account for the fall-off in 
births. It is there as in France. The 
cause is unquestionably to be found in 
the work of the abortionists, and in 
methods used to prevent conception. 
The remote cause is a spirit of rebellion 
against the order of Nature for the 
multiplication of the species— a decline 
in virtue, and an increasing demoraliza- 
tion of the masses. 



WHERE TO SEND OUR STU- 
DENTS. 



A number of medical gentlemen have, 
within the last few weeks, asked our 
views touching the advantages and facil- 
ities of the various medical colleges. In 
reply, we will say, in our advertising 
department may be noted the advertise- 
ments of a nurhber of medical institu- 
tions, with the terms and peculiar facili- 
ties of each-set forth. We wish to draw 
no distinction between them, being sat- 
isfied that they are all first-class schools. 
By addressing a note to the dean, or 
secretary, of any one of them, no doubt 
full and satisfactory information can be 
obtaimed. 

We freely accord with the party 
writing us, from Tennessee, that precep- 
tors having pupils should make timely 
inquest as to the morals of the schools, 
and direct their students to colleges 
having the best facilities and the highest 
standard of medical education. 



A Rabbi Speaks to a Medical Class. 
Rosenspits, a Jewish Rabbi, made the 
closing address to the class of the Nash- 
ville Medical College, on the subject of 
their duties aiter graduation. His ad- 
dress was original and peculiar. He 
holds that the physician's duty involves 
the intellectual and moral not less than 
the physical well-being of his patients. 
In conclusion, he advised them to high 
aspirations, affirming that it was possible 
for all to obtair eminence in the profes- 
sion, giving them as a motto the maxim 
of the Grecian philosopher, Themistocles 
-r"Ii you will what you can, you can 
what you will. 

Benzoic Acid in Cystitis.— In the 
Wayne county Medical Society, Michi- 
gan, Dr. Mulhorn reported a case of ob- 
stinate chronic cystitis relieved by ten 
grain doses of benzoic acid. He regards 
it an admirable remedy in cystitis. 
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Electbolysis. 
Br. Cutler, of Massachusetts, at the Ameri- 
can Medical Association, exhibited an ap- 
paratus devised by him for the electrolysis of 
uterine tumors. Pointed electrodes are driven 
into the tumor, sometimes through the abdominal 
wall, or through rectum, or vagina. The elec- 
trodes must be separated from each other by at 
least a half inch. Ether should be employed 
during the operation, and the sitting may be from 
five to ten minutes. 



SAWTBB'S P0BCKP8. 

Considerable discussion was had in the Associ- 
ation, touching the use of the forceps in obstet- 
rics. . Dr. Quackeubosh had read a paper before 
the New York State Society, that he had used the 
forceps fifteen hundred times. Dr. Newman, of 
Denver, advocated the use of the short forceps 
in the latter stages of labor, as a rule, and had 
devised a short forceps for that purpose. It was 
affirmed they might be used without the knowl- 
edge of the wpman.(?) Sawyer's forceps is a 
modification of Newman's, and the best in exist- 
tence. Many protested against the doctrine of 
the frequent use of the forceps, 

UTEJUHH DIl*TO$. 

Dr. Serley, of Illinois, exhibited a new uterine 
dilator. It consisted of a silk bag outside of a 
rubber sack. A tube is carried into the sack to 
its fundus for ihfi .nurnose ui holding a metallic 
sound, by means of whica the dilator is held within 
the cervical cavity to be dilated. A second tube 
connects the dilator with the syringe, by means of 
which the instrument does not slip out of the 
canal, as Barnes' dilator is inclined to do. 

• - - * - - 

PHU 4 AJiBLPHIA. i JWiIMOIKai »OB Eft¥FT AND 

Italy,— The Phila^phia Z*fe»> say* Messrs. 
Wm. R. Warner & Co., of that city,, mamukotar^ 
ing chemists, recently funy>hed the medical de 
partment of the JJfcyptian army with a large sop- 
ply of sugar-coated pills, Cor use in this army, and 
Dr. Edward Warren, Bey, Surgeon-in-Chief, wrote 
that the pills were " Portable, indestructible^ and 
yet most potent in their operation; they were, 
easily and safely carried throughout every portion 
of Northern and Bquatorjal Africa, 91 ,The same 
firm have Just received an order by cable for two 
handled thousand quinine dragee* (sugar-quoted 
pills) for use in owe *f the large government hos- 
pitals in Rome, Italy. l 

Somxthihg Nbw.— A novel and interesting 
episodeocourred at the late meeting of the Ameri- 
can Medical Association. Dr. Andrew McFar- 
land, of Jacksonville, 11)., was married, in the 



presence of the Association, to Miss Abbie Knox, 
of St. Louis. The happy pair were almost over- 
whelmed with the congratulations of the members. 

The American Hbdical Association.— This 
body, at its late meeting, refused to repeal or 
modify their previous action in regard to the 
excommunication of the Arkansas State Medical 
Association. It may reasonably be expected that 
this will prove an entering wedge to much future 

division, discord, and bitterness in the profession. 



Specific Ta* on Physicians. — At the 
late meeting of the Georgia Medical 
Association a committee was appointed 
to memorialize the Legislature to remove 
the specific tax on physicians. At a 
former meeting of the society, previous 
to the war, one of the editors of this 
journal — Dr. Word—with Dr. J. G. 
Westmoreland and Dr. Southgate, were 
appointed a committee to do the same 
thing. They accordingly drew up a 
paper, setting forth the reasons for re- 
lieving the physician from this burden, 
and made a strong appeal to the law- 
making power. The leading point urged 
was the fact, which they most conclu- 
sively proved, that medical men do more 
gratuitous work, and contribute more to 
the poor than all other classes combined. 
The amount of drugs given away to the 
indigent sick, which the State authori- 
ties or county fund ought to supply, 
not to mention the labor bestowed, was 
shown, by an estimate from an average 
county to be enormous, the single article 
of quinine amounting to over $50,000 
per annum in the State. The memorial 
failed, as, in all probability, will be the 
case with this next effort. The memo- 
rial referred to was published in the 
Augusta Medical Journal, 1860. 

B ommw o Assooiatioiv at Nashville.— J. B. 
I4a4sley,.Bec8etai7, kindly sends us invitation to 
the American Association for the Advancement of 
Science, to be h«ld in Nashville, Tenn., August 
29th to (September 5th. 

We regard this organization of the first impor- 
tance. It should attract the attention and elicit 
the co-operation of enlightened and progressive 
minds, particularly in the Sooth, where exists so 
many latent and undeveloped resources, not only 
in the agricultural, be* in geological, mining, 

manufacturing, educational* «and other depart, 
menu 
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BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS RECEIVED. 
Proceedings ajtd Refobts of the Sanitary 

COMMISSION OF THE ClTT OF ATLANTA, Ga., 

1870. 

The reports contained in this publication are in* 
teresting and instructive, and evince thorough 
research and careful investigation. 

The reports of Dr. Rauschenberg and Gold- 
smith constitute full and elaborate expositions of 
the two prominent methods for the removal of 
excreta, etc , from cities. These papers should be 
read by medical men, containing, as they do, in- 
formation relating to health and medical science? 
in a department seldom studied and but little un- 
derstood. 

While we concede much ability and interest to 
the paper of Dr. Rauschenberg, we specially com- 
mend the report of Dr. W . T. Goldsmith, our 
associate editor, as presenting an able and inter- 
esting review of the whole field of sanitary reform, 
as drawn from the experience and observation of 
leading and advanced minds in Europe and 
America. 

transactions of the medical bocibty of tbe 
State of California. 

Through the kindness of our medical friend, H. 
8. Orme, MJ)., of Los Angelos, we have a copy 
of the above interesting compilation. 

After an able and entertaining sddsess, by A. 
B. Nixon, M.D., President, we note able and in* 
teresting papers by the following medical gentle* 
men: Drs. Gibbons, Cashing, Montgomery, 
Bhurtlefi; Dubois, Wilder, Wells, Cox, Woulsey, 
Regensberger, Miller, and WenielL We regret 
that the Transactions reach us too late for a more 
particular notice at this time. It is a neat and 
creditable document of 168 pages, and speaks well 
for the profession in the young 8tate of California. 

Popular Science Jfimfty, for July, comes to us 
filled with instructive scientific articles, exceed- 
ingly interesting both to the intelligent popular 
reader and to the progressive medical man. It 
is, indeed, an ably conducted and valuable peri- 
odicaL 

TJbb of Large Probes m the Trratmbnt of 
Strictures of the Nasax, Duct. By Samuel 
Theobald, M. D., surgeon to Baltimore Eye and 
Ear Dispensary. 

The Woodkuff Sonimno Expedition arouhd 
the World. Containing organisation, plan, 
management, etc, of a contemplated expedition 
to be assisted and encouraged by the govern- 
ment, to start in October, 1877, and return in 
October, 1879. 



Dr. Hammond, of New York, has in 

£ reparation "On the Influence of the 
laternal Mind on the Offspring During 
Pregnancy and Lactation. ' ' By William 
A. Hammond, M. D., Professor of Dis- 
eases of the Mind and Nervous System, 
in the Medical Department of the Uni- 
versity of the City of New York. 

In this work the author discusses the 
influence exerted by the mother during 
pregnancy and lactation on the physical 
moral, and mental characteristics of her 
offspring. A notable feature is the 
many points relating to ante-natal edu- 
cation ; for Dr. Hammond believes, and 
facts appear to warrant the conviction, 
that it is before birth that the training of 
the child should begin. 

Solution and Absorption of Medicines, 
or the Best Means of Securing the Good 
Effects of Medicine on the Cure of Dis- 
eases — Read before the TruStates Medical 
Society \ at Vincines, Indiana, by / W. 
Compton, M. D. p Professor of Materia 
Medica and Therapeutics in the Medical 
College of BuansviUe, Indiana. The 
subject of this paper is one of great 
practical importance. 



Mbrrell, Thorp A Lotd would respectfully 
solicit a careful perusal of tbeir circular, appearing 
as an insert in the present number of The Rroorb. 
It is a rail explanation of specific tinctures and 
fluid extracts, and is of interest to the profession. 
It is the circular of a house making the highest 
standard of medicines attainable, and claims 
always unfiling uniformity. 

Iron and Alum Mass.— There is sufficient 
evidence, drawn from actual experiment in the 
use of this article, to show that it is a very rate- 
able agent, particularly in chronic disorders of 
the liver, stomach, and uterus. The profession 
should test its virtues in practice. We publish an 
interesting article on the subject, m this number, 
by Dr. Green, of Macon, Ga. 

Cctvjo Quorum.— This preparation is evi- 
dently growing in popularity, based, as we be- 
lieve, not only upon faith in the reliability of the 
house that manufactures it, but upon actual merit 
in the article itself. The paper of Dr. King, of 
Atlanta. Ga., upon this subject, in the present 
issue, vnll repay perusal 

Dbs. Krllrr & Fox. — See the card of Drs. 
Keller A Fox, Hot Springs, Arkansas. They are 
highly intelligent and worthy members of the 
profession. 
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Original and Selected Articles. 



PROGRESSIVE PHARMACY. 



SUGAR COATED PILLS OF THE DAY. 



BY WM. A. GREENE, M. D. , MACON, GA. 



Those who have read the published 
proceedings of the American Pharma- 
ceutical Association for the past year or 
two, will remember the discussions con- 
cerning "ready made pills," and in the 
* 'Journal of Pharmacy" Prof. Jos. P. 
Remmington and Mr. Samuel Campbell, 
of Philadelphia, have indulged in quite 
a pill battle \ which was much safer than 
bullets though the missiles are so similar. 
But this is an important subject, and 
physicians should take care they are 
"posted," that their selections of these 
pills may be both judicious and intelli- 
gent. , 

For their information, I propose, in 
my feeble way, to briefly give my obser- 
vation and experience concerning these 
Sugar Coated Pills, which are in such 
universal demand and use. 

The well-known, standard ready made 
pills are embraced in the following list, 
viz : The officinal ready made pills ; the 
"soluble pills," pills from Messrs. Schief- 



felin & Co., of New York ; the gelatine 
coated pills from Keasbey & Mattison, 
of Philadelphia, and from McKesson 
& Robbins, of New York ; the com- 
pressed pills from John Wyeth & Bro., 
and Jacob Dunton, of Philadelphia ; the 
medicated globules or pearls from E. 
Fougera & Co. , of New York ; also the 
cachet de pain* a French wafer recently 
introduced — and the Sugar Coated Pills 
from many well-known houses. Each of 
these claim superior merit and value, 
because of the relative solubility of the 
officinally prepared pills, and those pre- 
pared by compression, or by coating with 
gelatine, sugar, etc. In this paper I 
shall particularly discuss the sugar coat- 
ed pills of the day — for the reason above 
mentioned, that they are most generally 
manufactured and prescribed, and called 
for by the people. For a pill to be 
valuable and reliable, it must be com- 
posed of pure drugs, be equally distrib- 
uted in the mass, of uniform weight, and 
readily and rapidly soluble in the stom- 
ach. It is a question of some difference 
of opinion, among those who have ex- 
amined the subject, which of the above 
mentioned pills are most soluble, ad- 
mitting they are all honestly and skil- 
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fully prepared. Unfortunately, there is 
great adulteration and swindling in these 
covered or coated pills — the temptation 
being so great to make money by thus 
covering over and hiding the impure 
and worthless drugs — and obtain patron- 
age over the head of their honest com- 
petitors, by selling cheap pills. I cannot 
lose this opportunity to caution against 
cheap sugar coated pills — and advise the 
greatest care in mentioning the manufac- 
turers name, when prescribing such pills. 
We cannot be too careful, especially 
when using quinine pills, as so often life 
depends on the prompt action of this in- 
valuable medicine in our malarial diseas- 
es. It is admitted by all, that the offi- 
cinal pill is the most soluble, provided, 
the proper excipient is employed in pre- 
paring them, as licorice, or what is 
much better, pure glycerine. Next 
comes the sugar coated and compressed 
pills, each advocated by intelligent phar- 
macists, as being the most soluble. In 
my experiments I have found very trif- 
ling difference between these two, when 
the sugar coated pill was properly se- 
lected — the manufacturer, being an im- 
portant consideration. 

In a trial with nine different manufac- 
turers, I have found none superior to 
Bullock & Crenshaw's of Philadelphia 
— who nearly twenty years ago intro- 
duced sugar coated pills to the profes- 
sion in the United States. When they in- 
troduced these pills there was not a firm 
in Philadelphia, or the state of Penn- 
sylvania, making them, and but one other 
on the Continent. Through all these 
long years these pills have been in the 
hands of all druggists, all over the land, 
and not a breath of suspicion has ever 
been whispered against their purity and 
reliability. No greater commendation 
could be asked for. These pills received, 
among others, the award of a Centen- 
nial medal, for superiority of finish and 
purity of ingredients, after a critical ex- 
amination by medical men of ability and 
skill. 

Undoubtedly a fair test of solubility 
would be dependent upon the varied 
conditions of the fluids or contents of the 



stomach, which cannot be obtained. We 
are, therefore, compelled to select a fluid 
as nearest approximating the average 
state of the dissolving powers of the or- 
gan, with a temperature of about 98° 
Fahrenheit, the acidity, alkalinity and 
digestive powers in average proportions. 

After testing the solubility of all the 
ready-made pills before mentioned, I 
found from the samples furnished me, 
the sugar-coated pills most soluble, with 
conditions as above. Those used in the 
experiment were from those of Bullock 
& Crenshaw, W. R. Warner & Co., 
Hance Bros, & White, Reed & Carnrick, 
and four or five others. There was 
really no material difference in the sugar- 
coated pills of the firms named — a small 
advantage" in favor of the first one. I 
will give from the tabulated record I 
have preserved, the result of the Bullock 
& Crenshaw pill, since they excelled the 
others. 

I will take the two-grain quinine pill 
(sugar coated) and the Pil Cath. Co. U. 
S. P. , as samples, (also sugar coated). In 
a one and a half ounce solution of water 
at 98 deg., acidulated — the quinine pill- 
coating came off in five minutes, and 
disintegrated in twenty minutes. 

The PU Cath. Co., U. 5. P., vrasfulfy 

disintegrated in forty 'minutes. 

In acidulated water 98 F., and 

small addition of pure pepsin (E. 
Shiefer) quinine pill was dissolved in 
twenty-six minutes. 

The Pil Cath. Co. U. S. P., in a state 
of solution in twenty-two minutes. 

In each experiment the vessel con- 
taining the pills and solution was kept 
in constant to-and-fro motion. 

Other sugar coated pills of Bullock 
& Crenshaw yielded relatively the same 
proportional results, tested with similar 
solutions — having in my possession the 
following, viz : Sul. Morphia 1-6 gr. ; 
acid arsenious 1-20 gr. ; pil. pulv. ext. 
coloc :c. 2 \ grs. ; podophylin \ gr. ; pil. 
cinchonidia sul. i gr.; pil. monobromated 
camphor i gr. ; pil. phosphorus comp. 
(phosphorus l~6o gr. nux vom. \ gr.) 

I carried the experiment of the B. & 
C. pills further to determine the quanti- 
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ties of ingredients in each. Of the 
quinine pills I dissolved several containing 
five grs. in a quantity of water, acidu- 
lated with a few drops of dilute sulphu- 
ric acid, from which the quinine was 
precipitated by water of ammonia, and 
agitated with ether, which was removed 
by a pipette to a weighed watch-glass. 
The quinine was left in a sticky mass 
after evaporation, which I dried at a 
moderate temperature, and weighed — 
thus determining the amount of crystal- 
ized sul. quinine. The yield was the 
full quantity claimed. 

The market is filled with spurious 
coated pills, especially of quinine — since 
the recent advance in price and great 
demand ; and we should exercise the 
most scrupulous care to guard against 
impositions which are being attempted 
on the profession, as well as the commu- 
nity at large. There is no doubt but 
the most prominent disadvantage in the 
use of these pills is their insolubility, 
Some of these nine samples were very 
difficult to dissolve, only yielding to 
prolonged application of heat, even 
after disintegration. Those that did so 
readily dissolve deserve great praise and 
credit, and should be remembered by 
every physician who reads this paper. 
The most persistent vigilance of the 
physician, not only as to sugar coated 
pills,but all pharmaceutical preparations, 
is the only remedy that will enable us 
to guard carefully against impositions of 
this character. The profession of the 
pharmacist will be yet more advanced 
and elevated to that perfect standard 
which is of such vital importance, when 
the products of the manufacturer come 
to be more frequently and critically ex- 
amined. Testimony, at last, is the only 
way of arriving at the value of any of 
these pharmaceutical preparations. 

[It is gratifying to know that this nice 
method of administering drugs can be 
relied upon, at least, in the case of those 
prepared by certain of our large and 
well known manufacturers in this line. 
We can substantiate the statement of 
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our contributor on the above article, 
having for a number of years used these 
sugar pills with great satisfaction, espe- 
cially with delicate and fastidious pa- 
tients. — Ed. 



FLUID EXTRACT KIDNEY LEAF 

COMP. 



I feel that it is incumbent on me to 
make the following report : 

"Bright's disease, and its treatment, are 
still among the vexatal questiones of Pa- 
thology and Therapeutics. Dr. Bright, 
of London, first pointed out in 1827, 
the frequent connexion which exists 
between dropsy, and what was after- 
wards termed granular degeneration :f 
the kidney, and presence of albumen in 
the urine, as an indication of the latter 
lesion. But Dr. G. Johnson, of King's 
College detected the real nature of this 
most prevalent and fatal disease, and 
more modern pathologists have made 
yet further discoveries of its morbid ana- 
tomy. It is a slow, insidious disease, be- 
ginning generally much further back 
than the patient is aware of. It would 
be impossible, within the limits of this 
paper, to follow the minutiae of the pa- 
thology, morbid anatomy, constitution- 
al symptoms, state of the urine, conse- 
quences, causes and treatment of this 
perplexing disease. I propose here, with 
what has been said, only a brief reference 
to its treatment, with a "new remedy" 
which accidentally fell in to my hands, or 
rather, which I accidentally used. It is 
called by the manufacturers, "Fluid Ex- 
tract Kidney Leaf Comp." — and made ac- 
cording to the following formula, conse- 
quently no secret remedy or nostrum. 

R. Fluid extract kidney— lenf oz. xv. 

Testa mellusca oz. H. 

Nitrate potassa grs. 100. 

Mix. 

Dose, for an adult, one table-spoonful 
from three to six times in twenty-four 
hours, in a half tumbler of warm milk, 
being certain to keep bowels open once 
or twice a day, with some saline cathar- 
tic. 
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The circumstances causing me first 
to employ this remedy are as follows : 

I had been for many months treating 
a gentleman affected with Bright's dis- 
ease. His disease had become chronic 
and pronounced by several intelligent 
physicians to be Btigkfs disease. He 
had a pallid and pasty complexion, 
weakness and drowsiness ; indigestion 
and frequent, almost constant nausea — 
trying to vomit first thing in the morn- 
ing after rising ; palpitation of the heart ; 
unusual anaemia, and awakened frequent- 
ly during the night to pass water. Ana- 
sarca had already appeared, with some 
ascites. Urine decidedly albuminous, 
with occasional red particles of blood. 
Specific gravity, as usual, very low, from 
1012 to 1014, and under • the micros- 
cope contained fatty epitheleum scales. 
Urine was becoming scanty, and I an- 
ticipated speedy dissolution from uraem- 
ic poisoning. He had been in the 
hands of the best physicians, and I 
knew had taken all the usual remedies. 
His case had been given up as beyond 
all cure, as is generally too often the 
case, when arriving at the stage in which 
I found this poor man. My rule in 
practice is to never look or appear sur- 
prised at anything, and never give up a 
patient or quit dosing them. I first 
gave him freely of liquor ammoniae ace- 
tatis, as so highly extolled at Guy's Hos- 
pital when this affection was fir^t dis- 
covered, and since then been most care- 
fully studied. It has been found by Dr. 
Addison that by acting on the skin, and 
thus relieving the congested condition of 
the kidneys, this was the best of 
all remedies, used in England, di- 
uretics, at the same time, being 

avoided. I also put him under the mild 
influence of protiodide hyd., with ext. 
conium. Failing to benefit him, or even 
arrest the progress of the disease, I next 
gave him large doses of lime water, the- 
oretically, from its having the property 
of dissolving protein. Under this treat- 
ment the albumen sensibly diminished, 
but the slight appearance of blood in the 
urine necessitated the disuse of thistreat- 
ment. Not knowing what to recommend 



the above-named medicine camejto my 
attention, and being determined to use 
anything that gave the remotest promise 
of relief I concluded to give it an honest 
trial. I procured as quickly as pos- 
sible two bottles of the medicine and 
directed him to take one tablespoonful 
every four hours in half tumblerful of 
warm milk, and if he improved to ex- 
tend the interval to six hours and report 
again in two weeks. At the same time 
I gave him a bottle of beef, iron 
and wine with lactopeptine. n 
the mean time I corresponded with 
Messrs Reed and Carnrick for fur- 
ther information concerning the medi- 
cine, and also with intelligent phy- 
sicians of good professional position, who 
had used the remedy successfully in the 
same disease. He returned (living 
some distance from Macon) after taking 
the contents of both bottles, to my great 
surprise, vastly improved in all respects. 
I furnished more medicine (same kind) 
with the addition of a bottle of granular 
effervescent bicarb, potass, to keep his 
bowels open. This treatment was be- 
gun in May 1877, and at this writing, 
being about three months, the improve- 
ment is sufficient to encourage the hope 
of complete restoration to health. 

A second case, just entering the sec- 
ond stage of the disease, is taking the 
same treatment with even more benefit. 

A third case of ovarian dropsy in a 
lady, two years ago in robust health, in 
whom the cyst had been twice emptied 
at an interval of eight months, urine de- 
cidedly albuminous, specific gravity 10 18, 
is under similar treatment with decided 
benefit. 

I have prescribed it in other cases of 
kidney and urinary trouble with satis- 
factory results. But for the fact of this 
being one of our standard and first-class 
manufacturing pharmaceutical houses, 
dealing entirely with physicians, I should 
not have noticed this preparation, even 
after my attention had been called to it 
by practitioners of good standing, who 
had tested its virtues. I have certainly 
seen enough of its therapeutic effects on 
this class of diseases to warrant the pub- 
lication of my observation and experi- 
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ence, especially since ifc> successful treat- 
ment has baffled the best skill, and be- 
come an opprobrium in medicine. While 
chemical investigations are most valua- 
ble and should not be overlooked in 
determining the value of remedial agents, 
yet testimony from facts and cases, after 
all, is the best and most reliable evi- 
dence. 

I earnestly ask those having such 
cases to give this remedy a trial. It is 
being prescribed in various sections of 
the country by the best physicians, and 
with almost universally satisfactory re- 
sults. I have taken considerable trouble 
to investigate the medicine, and see no 
more impropriety in physicians using it 
than the sulphate of cinchonidia, or cin- 
cho quinine. 

REVIEW OF CURRENT NEURO- 
LOGICAL MATTERS. 



CONDENSED BY C. C VANDERBECK, M.D., 

In American Journal of the Medical 
Sciences for January 1877, Horatio C. 
Wood, M.D., has detailed a case of 
4 'Partial Aphasia without appreciable 
lesion of Island of Reil. " 

Post mortem examination revealed 
no change in the Island of Reil, though 
the membranes over it were thickened. 
Some other pathological conditions were 
found, such as thickening of Dura Ma- 
ter, great increase of Cerebro-Spinal 
Fluid, thickening and exudation of 
lymph, behind the optic chiasm. Soften 
ing of extreme anterior apex of middle 
lobe on right side. During life ophthal- 
mascopic examinations revealed no chok- 
ed disk. Dr. Wood takes occasion to 
remark that he doubts the supreme di- 
agnostic value of choked disks. Its ab- 
sence does not prove the "non existence 
of cerebral growths, or even of menin- 
gitis." He suggests that this case "does 
not disprove the theory of speech local- 
ization. The Island of Reil secures 
much of its blood-supply from the su- 
perjacent meninges," and as these were 
thickened, it is possible that sufficient 



disturbance was produced in the circula- 
tion of the part as to cause interference 
of function. 

PREVALENCE AND FATALITY OF NERVOUS 

DISEASES. 

Dr. Julius Althaus, of London, has 
drawn up a series of diagrams and tables, 
based upon extensive statistics, illustra- 
ting these questions. The result may 
be closely condensed thus : Paralysis 
has more largely and steadily increased 
than either cephalitis or apoplexy. De- 
lirium tremens seems, on the whole, to 
be declining at the present time. Cepha- 
litis, including the various inflammatory 
diseases of the brain and spinal cord, 
and their membrane, excepting tubercu- 
lar meningitis, show an increase in the 
fatality of late years. 

The popular notion that the mortality 
from insanity has increased during the* last 
ten years, is shown to be correct. Con- 
vulsions, chiefly infantile eclampsia, 
form by far the most important cause of 
death amongst the several diseases of 
the nervous system. Diseases of the 
brain, including a variety of nervous 
maladies; show a tolerably steady rise, 
corresponding with the increase to be 
expected by reason of increase of popu- 
lation. Xhe several diseases of the ner- 
vous system arranged according to their 
fatality are : Convulsions, . apoplexy, 
paralysis, disease of brain, cephalitis, 
epilepsy, insanity, delirium tremens, 
tetanus, chorea. In answer to the ques 
tion, "are nervous diseases, as is com- 
monly asserted, more frequent in large 
towns than in the country, and is there 
any apparent influence of race or cli- 
mate,' J he is of the opinion that the gen- 
eral notion is fallacious. He collected 
and compared the deaths from these 
diseases as they occurred respectively in 
London, the South-western counties, 
and Wales. He finds the death rate 
lowest in London ; highest in Wales. 
He concludes "that excess of manual 
labor, is more exhaustive to the nervous 
system than excess of mental labor." 
The Welsh are the highest, not only by 
reason of habitation and occupation, but 
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by reason of difference of race. The 
nervous system of the Anglo-Saxon has 
greater powers of endurance and resis- 
tance to unfavorable influences than that 
of the Celtic races. This may furnish a 
clue why the Anglo-Saxon race appears 
destined to rule the world. This same 
gentleman discusses the influence of age 
on the fatality of nervous diseases. He 
shows that cephalitis is more common in 
infancy than later in life — the first year 
being the most fatal. Apoplexy is not 
uncommon in the first year, but declines I 
afterwards and reaches a minimum at ten 
to fifteen ; begins to rise at thirty- five, 
and a maximum attained at seventy. 
Paralysis carries off very few in early 
life ; the maximum is reached at seventy. 
Delirium tremens has no deaths before 
fifteen ; the maximum occurs at thirty- 
five. Chorea appears to be most fatal 
between five and fifteen years of life. 
Tetanus is comparatively frequent in the 
first year. A slight fall in the second 
year, in the the third a slight rise, and 
the mortality of the period under five 
years of age, is altogether the greatest. 
Epilepsy to be very fatal in the first 
year, and altogether so in the first lus- 
trum of life. Insanity carries off" a few 
cases at two years of age; sixty-five years 
of age being the maximum. 

In convulsions the influence of age is, 
perhaps, more apparent than in any 
other disease. The diagramatic repre- 
sentation shows that the curve com- 
mences almost at the top in the first 
year of life ; falls with great rapidity in 
the second, third, fourth and fifth year, 
and reaches the summit in the first lus- 
trum of life. After that it descends 
with unparalleled precipitation, never 
to rise again. Convulsions during the 
rest of life are of only very slight ac 
count in the mortality from nervous 
diseases. 

SUPCUTANEOUS INJECTION OF MOR- 
PHIA for Sciatica, Lumbago, and 
Brochialgia. — Dr. Henry Lawson, of 
London, writing in the London Times 
& Gazette, expresses his confidence in 
this mode of treatment as to relief of 
pain, but is not so positive of its radical 



curative worth. During the patients 
freedom from pain, he pays every at- 
tention " to his feeding, his walking, his 
warmth, and his ease oftnind." No bodily 
improvement can go on with a worried 
state of mind. For a constitutional 
treatment he uses cod-liver oil, per- 
chloride of iron, and hypophosphite of 
soda. He thinks this last salt one of 
the best ways to introduce phosphorus 
into the system. Some hints of value 
are given as to the use of the hypoder- 
mic injection : 

ist. It is important to make the in- 
iection as close to the seat of pain as 

possible. 

2nd. The needle of the instrument 
should be short. The long needle is 
more apt to produce abscesses, and ab- 
sorption is not so rapid when this is 
used, " for the portion of the integu- 
ment immediately beneath the ' zone of 
indifferent tissue/ is loaded with minute 
bloodvessels, while further in you have 
merely loose connective tissue, with far 
less vascularity. Again, the short 
needle is not so apt to break. 

3d. Steel needles are preferable to 
gold ; they are less easily broken, and 
keep their point better, and they are 
driven with less force. 

4th. Never forget to clean the in- 
strument after use. The doctor then 
investigates the question, Does bleed- 
ing from the wound inflicted by the 
syringe tend to render the absorption 
of the morphia more rapid than it 
would otherwise be ? He believes that 
when a minute vein "has been opened 
in the course of the injection, a much 
more rapid absorption takes place." 

5th. It is advisable that the patient 
should have eaten a good meal at least 
half an hour before the injection, as 
thus the soporific effect ot the drug is 
much decreased. 

In two or three cases the eyes have 
become curiously affected after the in- 
jection ; one pupil more contracted 
than the opposite one, and marked im- 
pairment of vision in the contracted 
eye. The patient, in each case a male, 
can not see either near or distant ob- 
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jects distinctly, when looking from this 
one eye. This condition may last a 
number of hours. 

First Dentition.— Dr. Little, of 
London, regards the evils of dentition 
" as the product of unfavorable influ- 
ences in operation either before or at 
birth, or about the teething period." 
Infants who lack sufficient breastmilk,. 
pure air, etc, " become the subjects of 
difficult dentition, rickets, infantile par- 
alysis, breast and brain disease." " He 
thinks that the accumulated hindrances 
to development, occuring during the 
early months of life, produce effects 
during dentition which are often attrib- 
uted to it instead of to disorder of more 
important organs, consequent upon 
errors of management or hereditary in- 
fluence." He, at the same time, does 
not doubt the evil influence of difficult 
dentition upon the hyper-sensitive nerv- 
ous structure of the infant. 

West believes, that to dentition, 
directly, might be ascribed many dis- 
eases, especially those connected with 
the nervous centres. He mentions the 
great predominance of the spinal over 
the cerebral system in early infancy, 
and shows how any eccentric source of 
irritation was thus liable to be the origin 
s mischief. 



SYMPATHETIC LESION CONNECTED WITH 
THE TEETH. 

Dr. Hamilton Cartwright had only 
recently seen a case where the extrac- 
tion of a tooth had relieved supposed 
amaurosis. He has under his care a 
lady who invariable referred pain to 
certain teeth on the recurrence of each 
menstrual period. Otalgia and Otor- 
rhoea during dentition can be explained 
by the connexion of the auricula — tem- 
poral and vidian nerve with the fifth, giv- 
ing pain in the ear, and the long con- 
tinued irritation of Jacobsoh's flexus, 
which, supplying the tympanic structures, 
is in connection with the otic and me- 
chele ganglia, as also with the facial 
nerve and the carotid branch of the sym- 
pathetic. This explains suppuration of 
the ear. 



Death of a Child from Fright. — 
The London Medical Times and Ga- 
zette notes such a case : The girl was but 
four years of age, and was so frightened 
by being shut up in a dark cupboard at 
a school, that "paralysis of the throat 
was caused, and death ensued. 

[To be Continued.] 



MATERIALISTIC PSYCHOLOGY. 

BY A. DONALD, M. D. , OPELOUSAS, LA. 
Opblousas, La.., Jnly 7th, 1877. 

On page one hundred and sixty-three, 
(June number 1877,) I notice an arti- 
cle from "the London Medical Journal" 
in which Dr. Winn sums up his argu- 
ments upon the above subject. It ap- 
pears to me, that the time has fully 
come, when there should be no want of 
agreement among men of science, upon 
the subject of mental philosophy. If 
we examine the Minute Anatomy of the 
human brain, and compare it with the 
impressions made upon the mind, we 
shall look in vain to find these impres- 
sions made upon brain substance. What 
then shall we look for, simply to find how 
ideas are impressed upon the mind ? If 
we can show how this is done, it will as- 
sist us in making out the phenomena of 
insanity. If we assume the existence 
of an entity called mind or soul, (and 
this can be done as readily as the exis- 
tence of brain) we prove it by certain 
attributes, which belong to no other 
substance in being, some of these are 
consciousness, perception, reflection, 
and reason ; the brain then being the 
temporary residence of the soul, is con' 
structed in relation to the phenomena, 
which the soul or mind has to manifest, 
hence if we trace out the anatomical 
relation between such structure and the 
mind, we shall find, centripetal and cen- 
trifugal nerves, the centripetal being 
fully charged with electricity, and, in a 
normal condition, transmit ideas to the 
mind, and the centrifugal nerves convey 
these impressions outwardly, it would 
be the greatest absurdity in the world, 
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to suppose that the millions of impres- 
sions upon the human mind, could be 
photographed upon brain substance, the 
microscope will never demonstrate any 
such absurdity, the brain as such, has 
not the attribute of memory, perception, 
reflection and reason. Insanity, then, is 
referable to an altered condition of the 
centripetal and centrifugal nerves, a path- 
ological condition — let post mortem exr 
aminations look in this direction, and 
these views will be sustained. Insanity 
comes from morbid conditions of these 
nerves and other brain substance, and 
not of a diseased mind or soul, which 
cannot be diseased. The attributes of 
mind forbid the idea of disease. If the 
mind could be a subject of disease, it 
would also be a subject of decay, and 
death, b ut, being ptintal substance y it is un- 
created and eternal. There is no chemi- 
cal reagent which can decompose it. Its 
organization and intellection, result from 
a physical construction by the allwise 
Architect of the universe. If the above 
theory of intellection and insanity is not 
the correct one, let anatomists and phy- 
siologists prove the contrary. 



CASE OF TYPHOID FEVER. 



ByZ. B HERND>N, M.D., Richmond, Va. 



On the 9th September, 1874, I was 
called to see an old gentleman, aged 73 
and, after attending him some days, was 
satisfied that he had typhoid fever. 

He was put upon nutritious diet, con- 
sisting of LiebigN essence of beef, es- 
sence of beef " home-made," chicken 
jelly, milk punch, egg-nog, etc. Other 
articles were also tried, but of every- 
thing he soon tired, except the milk 
punch, which was his constant diet for 
fourteen months, during which time all 
efforts to induce him to take additional 
food were fruitless. A few trials of any 
article soon brought disgust. 

The daily quantity of milk varied 
from one quart to three pints made into 



a stiff punch with good whiskey, and 
was taken at intervals of two hours. 

On several occasions death seemed 
imminent. At such times I sat by him 
and gave, in addition to the quantity of 
whiskey punch mentioned, brandy and 
carb. ammonia freely through the night. 

During the whole attack there was 
but little opportunity for giving medi- 
cine. Turpentine every three or four 
hours, with Dover's powder at night, 
seemed to be beneficial. Different ton- 
ics, vegetable and mineral acids, were 
used during convalescence. Before re- 
covery was fully established the lower 
limbs were attacked with a miserable 
eczema, which for a long time seemed 
to defy everything in the way of gene- 
ral and local treatment. Nothing af- 
forded so much comfort as water in 
which was soaked the bran of wheat. 

After rising from bed the process of 
reform was commenced. While my pa- 
tient was a man of strictly temperate 
habits and great moral strength, it was 
interesting to observe how he seemed 
to be aware of every drop of spirit that 
was withheld, although the diminution 
was by the teaspoonful. 

The system became tolerant of an 

enormous quantity of spirits without 

ever showing any symptoms of excess. 

Time and perseverence established 
the old habit of strict temperance, and 
now the subject of this report weighs 
twenty-five pounds more than at any 
period of his life. 

It will be observed that no new rem- 
edies are nere suggested, but I hope in- 
terest will be found in these facts : 

1. The age of the patient. 

2. Duration ot the disease. 

3 Tolerance of one article of diet. 

4. Persevering stimulation when death 
seemed to be master of the situation. 

5. The patient is as strictly temperate 
as before the attack. 
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connected with some degree of hysteria. 

After treating a few cases, unsatisfac- 
torily to myself, (and them, too, I 
suppose,) I began the use of fl. ext. 
gelsem. gtt. x., with ammon. bromicl 
gr. x. to xv. , morning and evening ; and 
have yet to prescribe these remedies for 
the case that was not materially im- 
proved or entirely cured in a compara 
tively short time. 

Dysmenorrhea, or other complica- 
tions, require their appropriate treat- | 
ment. Many cases of so-called ovaritis, 
(sub-acute or chronic, (are of a neuralgic 
character, and benefitted by hypodermic 
injections of morphia and ergot, (fl. ext. 
in small doses. 

PHLEGMASIA DOLENS. 

During the past year three well-marked 
cases of this disease occurred in my 
practice. 

One followed an abortion, at tenth 
week, in which the hemorrhage had been 
alarming, and, • contrary to the usual 
termination described in " the books, " 
suppurated ; was lanced in the popliteal 
spcce, and again a few days later, at in- 
ner side of ankle, more than a quart of 
pus being evacuated from each incision. 

In the second case, five weeks had 
elapsed from date of the confinement, 
when disease appeared, and in this case 
hemorrhage had been profuse after de- 
livery. 

In third case, the disease occurred 
three weeks after delivery, in case of 
entire placenta previa in primipara, in 
which the operation of turning the child 
had been performed while the patient 
was under chloroform, and in which 
there had been excessive loss of blood 
from repeated floodings during the last 
two weeks of gestation, as well as during 
labor, before sufficient relaxation to ad- 
mit of operative iuterference. These 
cases seem to uphold the theory that 
excessive loss of blood is predisposing, 
if not remotely, an exciting cause of 
this disease. 

The treatment in all the cases was 
turpentine stupes, and warm water dress- 
ing, — opium sufficient to subdue pain 
and calm nervous irritation, good nour- 



ishing diet, with tonics and stimulants 
as symptoms and condition of patien 
required. Nature is probably our b' st 
aid in these cases. 

PUERPERAL MANIA. 

A lady, aged thirty-two, mother of 
four children, was delivered of her fifth 
child, 28th February, 1876, and two 
days later became furiously maniacal, 
and unmanageable, having homicidal 
tendencies. Sixteen months previ >usly, 
on birth of her fourth child, she suffered 
a similar attack, but not so severe in 
character, for which she had been treated 
with chloral and potass, bromid., with 
excellent results. 

In last attack, these remedies failed to 
be of much use, and tr. lupulin, in 
fl.dr.ij doses, with fl. ext. gelsem. gitt 
viij. was given every two, three or four 
hours, as needed to produce calmative 
effect. In a couple of days these medi- 
cines seemed to loose their beneficial 
effect Patient was now freely purged 
by calomel and fl. ext. senna ; the nucha 
freely blistered, and hypodermic injec- 
tions of J g r - m rphia with tinct. aco- 
nit rad. gtt. j. were used morning and 
evening, with the effect of controlling 
the cerebral excitement, though pro- 
ducing rather an unpleasant degree of 
narcotism the first few doses, which, 
however, passed by safely, and patient 
made a good recovery, having been de- 
ranged about ten days. 

The probability is that another attack 
may be recorded in my case book ere 
long. 

This patient's father was insane for a 
short time, a few years ago, but seems 
perfectly recovered. 

TREATMENT OF CARBUNCLE. 



BY C. B. LEITNER, M. D. , COLUMBUS. 



Having been called upon to treat three 
or four carbuncles at intervals of four 
to six months, I adopted the following 
course, with the best results : 

It is known to the profession that 
generally before medical aid is called in, 
the usual routine of domestic remedies 
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has been exhausted. The plan which I 
have adopted has been to apply a large 
cupping glass, and exhausting until all 
the matter in the cribriform cells has been 
drawn into the glass, then remove it, 
and wash the place with a solution of 
carbolic acid ; one part of acid to eight 
of water — keeping a cloth saturated with 
this solution on the carbuncle. When 
it becomes painful again (this having re- 
lieved it tor a while), re-apply the glass. 
From two to three times will exhaust 
the matter. 

A very moderate drawing of the cup 
should be kept up until all the matter is 
removed. Upon the first application the 
patient will complain, but after that, as 
soon as he experiences the peculiar 
throbbing pain, he will call for the cup 
again. Another advantage that accrues 
from this process, is the compression of 
the large blood-vessels which supply the 
ulcerated cells. 

I would advise at every application, 
that the cups he placed in the same in- 
denture, for thus they act as compresses 
upon the large veins which have become 
dilated by the inflammation. 

I could report cases that have termi- 
nated very favorably from this course of 
treatment in from three to four days. A 
gentleman aged about fifty years, had a 
ca buncle a little to the right of the spine, 
over the upper portion of the right scap- 
ula , he had not Slept for forty-eight 
hours. I applied a large glass with a 
piece of pape saturated in alcohol, 
which removed about four ounces of 
sanguineous puss, dr.s ed the wound 
with carbolic dressing, and in less than 
half an hour, he was asleep, and slept 
four hours and a half without a narcotic. 

With my experience in this treatment, 
I cannot too highly recommend it to the 
profession. 

It is new to me, but may be old to 
some others ; yet none of the authors 
whom I have consulted make the slight- 
est allusion to it. 

I have employed the same method in 
the exhaustion of boils and bone felons. 
After opening, I apply a common glass 
syringe, removing the rod and piston and 



placing the nozzle over the orifice, I draw 
the breath through the smaller end. 
This process has accomplished more in 
one application than poultices would do 
id three days. Should I be called to see 
a case of carbuncle at its formation, when 
in the stage of a hard, circumscribed, 
livid-red swelling, and with severe burn- 
ing and smarting pains, which are always 
present in the first stages, I would set 
the blades of the scarificator to cut deep 
ly into the part, and then turn and cross 
each incision with the same instrument, 
then apply the cupping glass, and I have 
not a doubt but that it would prevent the 
formation of the carbuncle, particularly 
if the cut was applied two or three times. 
The internal remedies which I have 
found best, are iodide of potassum, quin- 
ine and iron. — Trans. Med. Association 
of Georgia. 



NECESSITY OF CAUTION IN THE 
EMPLOYMENT OF CHLORO- 
FORM DURING LABOR. 



Dr. W. T. Lusk, of New York, 
read a paper upon the above sub- 
ject at the American Gynecological So- 
ciety, and presented the following prop- 
ositions : 

1. Deep anaesthesia, carried to the 
point of complete abolition of conscious 
ness, retarded, sometimes suspended- 
uterine action. It was that fact which 
made it so valuable in many cases, but 
safety required that the woman should 
come partially from under its influence 
before completing labor, in order to 
avoid hemorrhage. 

2. Chloroform, when given in the 
usual obstetric fashion, in exceptional 
cases, so far weakens uterine action as 
to create a necessity for resorting to 
ergot and the forceps. 

3. Women in labor did not enjoy any 
absolute immunity from the deleterious 
effects of chloroform. A number of 
cases were related, and the Doctor was 
not willing to believe they were excep- 
tional. 

4. Chloroform should not be given in 
the third stage of labor. 
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5. The more remote influence of large 
doses of chloroform during labor upon 
the puerperal state was a subject which 
called, for farther investigation and in- 
quiry. 

Dr. Wilson, of Baltimore, remarked 
that the cases referred to by Dr. Lusk 
were the first he had heard reported of 
death from chloroform occurring during 
parturition. He had used chloroform 
between two and three thousand times, 
and with not a single bad result. He 
always preceded its inhalation by the 
administration of a dose of some alco- 
holic stimulant. 

Dr. A. H. Smith of Philadelphia,, 
employed Squibb's ether in ordinary 
obstetric practice, because it possessed 
all the advantages of chloroform and 
was absolutely safe. There were cases 
in which he wished to produce absolute 
relaxation and loss of consciousness, 
and rapidly— for example, for the pur- 
pose of instantly carrying the finger to 
the fundus and removing an ovum, in 
cases of hemorrhagic abortions, then 
chloroform was the better agent, and for 
the short time the patient was under its 
profound influence, it was ordinarily 
safe. — Med. Times. 



GELSEMINUM. 



Dr. Adolphus says : A few words as 
to the mode of using the remedy in ty- 
phoid fever. There are many cases 
which commence with distressing ner- 
vousness, as it is called. These patients 
are very restless from the outset, toss- 
ing about the bed, having little sleep, 
are flighty at times from the beginning 
of the disease. As nightfall they are 
considerably worse, but perceptibly so 
every other day. These cases are well 
held in check by gelseminum. The ex- 
cessive nervousness abates, restlessness 
subsides, sleep comes, the patient goes 
through the disease with far less wear 
and tear ; in fact, recovers in real good 
order. 

In all diseases where the temperature 
is very high and waste great, gelsemi- 
num acts well and does great good. 



In all diseases where the motor part 
of the cord is greatly excited, gelsemi- 
num is a special remedy. 

In all diseases where there is any ex- 
acerbation, gelseminum can be relied on 
as the great remedy. 

The dose of gelseminum is of consid- 
erable moment as to the good it is ca- 
pable of accomplishing. Driveling doses 
seldom fail to disappoint. The idea of 
two drops in a mug of cold water, and a 
teaspoonful doled out now and then, is 
a delusion — the dose must be decided. 
By decided I do not mean a reckless 
administration of a potent remedy. 
Some persons will not bear more than 
five drops at once before some drooping 
of the lids comes on, or a little double 
vision is manifested, while others will 
stand and really need ten, and others 
fifteen drops. 

Some cases can bear five-drop doses 
every hour for four or five times ; oth- 
ers will only tolerate a repetition in 
three or four hours. A little dropping 
of the lids, and even some slight dim- 
ness of vision, is requisite to obtain the 
best results of the remedy. 
' .With these remarks, it is needless to 
extend this part of the subject any fur- 
ther. 

Gelseminum has another very valua- 
ble property — its power to increase the 
pain-subduing powers of the anodynes. 
Thus, when united with belladonna or 
morphia, or both, the anodyne powers 
of these drugs are immensely increased, 
and much more so than one would sup- 
pose previous to practically experienc- 
ing the fact. 

Another remarkable feature gelsemi- 
num possesses is, when combined with 
nux, the cambination has a remarkable 
tonic influence on the s inal system of 
nerves. In this way, many nervous 
affections are cured which neither alone 
would effect. 

This combination often cures the col- 
liquative diarrhoeas of teething children , 
the neuralgia of nervous women ; the 
pain and tormina of bladder and rectum 
diseases ; arouses the exhausted nervous 
system in low fevers ; checks the flow 
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in excessive hemorrhage ; relieves the 
pain of neuralgia. When a decided 
anodyne is needed, belladonna can be 
added with good results. — Brief. 

NOTE ON THE AUTOMATIC RE- 
DUCTION OF HIP-JOINT LUX- 
ATION. 



BY H. H. A. BEACH, M.D. 



In the issue of the Times of June 
23, 1877, is a letter from New York, 
dated June 19, 1877, which states that 
" Dr. A. B. Crosby has just given, at 
the Academy of Medicine, an exposition 
ot what he terms the automatic method 
of reducing luxations of the hip. ' ' From 
this letter I extract the following : 

After flexion of both thighs, ■ 4 Dr. 
Crosby then placed his hands under the 
calves of the legs, quite near the knees. 
. . . Raising the pelvis a short distance 
from the floor, the head of the bone at 
once slipped in. He explained that in 
this procedure the patient was made to 
perform the reduction himself, a sort of 
felo-de-se, as he termed it, the weight of 
the body supplying the extension, while, 
the counter-extension was made by the 
operator. 

" The method was first described to 
him by a friend of his in Vermont, Dr. 
J. G. Allen, who had hit upon it acci- 
dentally, about two years ago, while in 
the act of lifting a patient suffering from 
this dislocation." ... "In Dr. Bige- 
low's admirable monograph on luxation 
of the hip (a copy of which, strange to 
say, he found it difficult to lay his hands 
on in New York), he has found that the 
same position was used in a number of 
intances there recorded, but the method 
pursued was always different from that 
which he (Dr. Crosby) had ventured to 
call the automatic."— Phil. Med. limes, 
June 23, p. 447, 448. 

In connection with these remarks of 
Dr. Crosby, I have only to say that it is 
a little difficult to see why Dr. Crosby 
flexes and lifts both thighs. He thus 
loses half of the counter-extending 
weight of the body. 



Dr. Bigelow flexes only the dislocated 
thigh, and suspends the body by that 
alone. Otherwise, Dr. Crosby's alleged 
novelty is identical with the method 
fully described by D. Bigelow in his 
monograph. It is the method preferred 
by him, and I have repeatedly seen it 
efficient in his hands. It has been also 
used in England and credited to Dr. 
Bigelow. 

His description of this method is as 
follows (see "The Hip," H. C. Lea, 
Philadelphia, 1869, p. 46). As the work 
is out of print, I have copied it : 

"Reduction of the dislocation of 
the Dorsum. — The dislocation may be 
equally well reduced by traction or ro- 
ta^on. 

"By traction. 1. Lay the patient, 
when etherized, on his back upon the 
floor, bend the limb at the knee, flex the 
thigh upon the abdomen, adduct and 
rotate it a little inward to disengage the 
head of the bone from behind the socket. 
The Y ligament is then relaxed. . . . 
The thigh need only be forcibly lifted or 
jerked towards the ceiling with a little 
simultaneous circumduction and rotation 
outwards, to direct the head of the bone 
towards the socket. 

" 2. The surgeon's foot (divested, it 
need hardly be said, of boot or shoe) 
may be placed on the anterior superior 
spinous process of the ilium, or on the 
pubes, to keep the pelvis down, while 
he pulls the flexed knee up. Or, in the 
same way, while assistants suspend the 
pelvis a few inches from the floor, by a 
strip of board passed traversely under 
the calf near the ham, the surgeon may 
with his foot thrust the pelvis down to 
its place. 

The mere weight of the body is not 
always sufficient to accomplish the ob 
ject. Dr. Bigdow elsewhere shows that 
forcible traction is sometimes required. 
Phil. Med. Times. 



Cbkam fob Children.— Sweet cream diluted 
in different proportions with boiling water, ac- 
cording to the age ot the child, to which add ten 
or fifteen grains sugar ot milk, constitutes an ex- 
cellent diet in diarrhoeas of children. 



SOUTHERN MEDICAL RECORD. 



209 



Abstracts and Gleanings. 



CRANIOTOMY. 



The following cnses of craniotomy 
were reported to California State Medi- 
cal Society, Dr. Cushing, of Oakland : 

Case 1 — Jane T., aged 37 ; native of 
Ireland ; married three years ; was taken 
in labor with her first child, May 31st, 
1871, at noon. 

Dr. J. C. Van Wyck was her mediqal 
attendant, and upon Examination found 
the os somewhat rigid, and the brim of 
the pelvis somewhat contracted antero- 
posterior^. 

The labor progressing slowly, the 
following morning I was called to see 
the case it consultation. 

I found the os uteri fully dilated, and 
upon introducing my hand into the va- 
gina, and up to the brim of the pelvis, 
the condition was found as follows : the 
promontory of the sacrum projected so 
far into the pelvis inlet as to leave the 
anteroposterior measurement, accord 
ing to my estimate only two and a half 
inches ; the head of the child was some- 
what impacted and was flattened out to 
a considerable degree by the powerful 
action of the uterus in the efforts at ex- 
pulsion. 

Upon consultation it was deemed 
best to perform craniotomy and Dr. 
Van Wyck, by means of Thomas' per- 
forator, the crochet, and the craniotomy 
forceps, succeeded after an hour's hard 
work in delivering the woman. 

The patient was rendered insensible 
to pain by the use of chloroform and the 
effect afterwards kept up by ether. 

She rallied quite well from the opera- 
tion, and ultimately made a perfect re- 
covery, although she suffered much from 
a large pelvic abscess which kept her in 
bed for over two months. 

Case 2 — Honorah D., aged 30; native 
of Ireland ; married 5 years ; has given 
birth to three children, one born at eight 
months, living, two born at full term, 
dead. 

I was called on the e ing of April 



25, 1873, to see the above patient, and 
found her suffering severe labor pains. 
She was in charge of a German midwife, 
who assured her that if she would bear 
down, she would soon be through with 
her labor. The woman had been in labor 
about twelve hours, and according to her 
calculations was at her full term. 

Upon examination, I found the head 
presenting, and a good deal flattened, 
the promontory of the sacrum projecting 
in a marked degreed, and rendering the 
passage of the head impossible without 
lessening its size. Dr. Bradway saw the 
case with me, and we decided upon cran- 
itomy as the only resource. 

After evacuating the bladder and 
bowels, I placed the woman upon her 
back with the hips near the edge of the 
bed, and proceeded to perforate the 
head with Thomas' perforator. I then 
broke up the brain substance freely, 
with the perforator, and removed a con- 
siderable portion with my fingers. I 
then applied the large craniotomy for- 
ceps, one blade being introduced within 
the opening in the head, and the other 
outside the scalp, and by slowly but 
firmly twisting the bones, succeeded, 
in the course of a few moments in so 
breaking up and dislocating the bones 
which form the arch of the cranium as 
to leave the upper portion of the head 
in a jelly-like mass. 

I then, seizing the occipital bone, 
made traction and had no difficulty in 
effecting a delivery. 

The operation lasted half an hour. As 
chloroform was seriously objected to, 
none was given, the patient remaining 
submissive and quiet I estimated the 
antero-posterior measurement at 2£ in- 
ches. The patient was small and slight 
built. 

She made a perfect and rapid recovery, 
and called upon me at my office in less 
than three weeks after delivery. 

Case 3 — Mary Ann G. , aged 36 ; na- 
tive of Ireland; married 6 years ; has 
given birth to two children, both still- 
born, and delivered with forceps. 

Was called to atten d her on the night 
of May 7, 1875, at 9 pm. 
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She had been attended during the af- 
ternoon by two physicians who had 
made repeated efforts to deliver her with 
forceps, but had failed, the patient stat- 
in g to me that the instruments constantly 
slipped off, causing her great pain. The 
attending physician suggested cranioto- 
my, but the Catholic priest would not 
consent to the procedure, as being con 
trary to f .he rules of their church ; there- 
npon tne medical attendants left the 
house. 

Upon examination, I found the soft 
parts much swollen and inflamed by the 
repeated use of forceps; the head pre- 
sented normally, but the conjugate 
diameter was much lessened, as in the 
last case, the antero-posterior diameter 
uot exceeding 2£ inches. 

After consultation with Dr. J. C. Van 
Wyck, it was decided that but one 
resource held out hope, and that was 
lessening the size of the child's head, 
one thing being certain, whatever was 
done must be done at once, as the 
woman's pulse was rapid and feeble. 
She already had lost a large quantity of 
blood, and had an extremely anxious 
expression on her face. 

Assisted by Dr. Van Wyck, chloro- 
form was administered, and craniotomy 
performed in the same manner as the 
last case, but attended with more diffi- 
culty, owing to a greater amount of 
deformity ; even after the head was 
delivered, it required the use of a great 
deal of force to get the shoulders through 
the upper strait. The operation occu- 
pied one hour. The patient rallied well 
under the influence of morphia and 
whisky, and has made a slow but sure 
recovery. 

In reporting the cases of craniotomy, 
a few points are to be noticed : 

First, that in the last two cases, where 
the women had previously given birth 
to children with the aid of forceps, each 
succeeding labor was attended with 
more and more difficulty, shewing that 
there was an adva ncing pelvic contrac- 
tion. 

Second, that after the head has been 



perforated by the Thomas perforator^ 
that no more efficient instrument could 
be desired than a pair of heavy-jawed 
craniotomy forceps, for with these the 
whole cranial vault can be broken up 
and rendered as compressible as a 
bag of jelly, by introducing one blade 
into the cavityof the skull {and applying- 
the other upon the outside of the scalp, 
the whole cranium can be broken up, by 

! gradually changing the position of the 
orceps from one portion of the head to 
another 

The soft parts of the mother are usu- 
ally protected from the fragments of 
bone, by the scalp, which is left intact, 
except at the point of perforation. 

I have found the most advantageous 
point to seize for the purpose of making 
extraction, is the occipital bone, for by 
this means the chin is thrown down 
upon the chest and the least possible 
resistance is met with in extraction. 



A SIGN OF EARLY PREGNANCY. 



Dr. Eugene C. Gehrung, in Practi- 
tioner, remarks: 

The diagnosis of early pregnancy is 
beset with such great difficulties that 
any addition to its signs should find a 
ready welcome. Part of the value of 
the sign I shall describe is lost, however, 
in so far that it is especially useful to 
the gynecologist only. The latter is 
often imposed upon by unscrupulous 
women, who, on account of their un- 
willingness to raise children, or to un- 
dergo the unpleasantness of a pregnancy, 
and under pretext of some disease of 
the womb, would have him produce 
abortion unknowingly ; for which, if 
successful, he would certainly not re- 
ceive her thanks, but could be sure to 
earn all the blame possible for his care- 
lessness, and ridicule for his ignorance. 
It is easier to criticise than to avoid such 
mishaps. The history of these cases is 
often made up in a very deceptive 
manner. 

Besides this not uncommon class fo 
cases, there is another consisting of 



SOUTHERN MEDICAL RECORD. 



211 



'women who, suffering actually from 
•disease of the generative organs, are 
ignorant of their pregnant state ; and 
-who, by giving a history of their ail- 
ments that would leave the possibility, 
•at least the probability, of a pregnancy 
out of the question, may place their at- 
tendant in a very unpleasant position by 
the results of his treatment, which, 
though unavoidable, with the present 
means of diagnosis at his disposal, would 
still subject him to the severest censure 
from the patient, the public, and the 
profession. 

In the absence of any distinct signs of 
pregnancy, particularly when the his- 
tory of the case appears good and other 
symptoms correspond with it, the prac- 
tioner is very apt to use the uterine 
sound or probe for further information, 
-diagnosis or treatment. It is at this 
stage where the benefit of the sign 
presently to be described becomes ap- 
parent. 

Several years ago, when my attention 
was first attracted by this sign, and its 
meaning not being fully understood, I 
disregarded it to my great sorrow and 
mortification. Since then I have met 
with a limited number of cases in which 
I escaped a similar annoyance by hon- 
oring this sign with the regard due it, 
and by endeavoring to err rather on the 
safe side. These latter cases either 
•went to full term, or were terminated 
to my knowledge by somebody else, 
who earned the merited or unmerited 
reproach, as the case may be. 

If a sound or probe be introduced 
into a healthy womb in the direction of 
its axis, previously defined by the usual 
methods, the sensation communicated 
to the hand through the sound when 
touching the fundus, is that of touching 
a moderately solid object, much resmb 
ling that produced in touching the roof 
of the mouth with the same instrument. 
If an ovum of any size be present, cir- 
cumstances are changed. 

The sound will proceed with equal 
ease to and through the internal os, but 
-as soon as the ovum is touched the 



sensation communicated to the hand is 
like that felt in pushing the sound 
against a bladder filled with fluid, that 
is a gradually increasing resistance; 
in addition to which, according to 
the size of the ovum, or the 
amount of pressure exercised, the 
sound will be . driven back when 
loosely held with a greater or less 
amount of force communicated to it by 
the tendency of the ovum to resume its 
former globular shape. In other words, 
the sound meets with an exceedingly 
elastic body beyond the os internum 
instead of the solid uterine walls. If, 
at the same time, the sound enters be- 
yond the normal distance, the proba- 
bility of pregnancy — a further advanced 
pregnancy — is still greater. It is evi- 
dent that whenever there is the slightest 
suspicion of pregnancy, the introduction 
of the sound should be made very gently, 
and as this entails no appreciable loss 
of time or extra trouble, this precaution 
may be used in every first examination 
with that instrument ; or rather, should 
always be used, as patients may, and 
frequently do, get pregnant while under 
treatment. 

This system, when present alone, is 
not positive evidence that pregnancy 
exists, nor when absent, negative ; be- 
cause there are a number of other con- 
ditions which give a similar result On 
the other hand, it is a well known fact 
that the ovum, in the earlier periods of 
pegnancy, is only attached to a greater 
or less part of the interior of the 
womb, and consequently the sound may 
slip by it without producing that partic- 
ular effect ; yet when found it should 
caution the operator, and make him re- 
consider the case carefully before pro- 
ceeding further. 

Differentiation is necessary only be- 
tween products of conception on the 
one hand, and certain pathological con- 
ditions on the other. These latter are : 

Uterine flexions, Retained placenta, 
Uterine polypi, Retained blood clot, 
and Carcinoma of the body of the 
womb. 
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ENTERIC FEVER— IS IT CONTA- 
GIOUS ? 



We extract from the Paper of J. S. 
Knox, M. D., to the American Medical 
Association, the following remarks : 

In order to study the etiology of en- 
teric fever, the writer addressed a series 
of questions to physicians of eminence 
in different parte of the Union, espe- 
cially the State of Virginia. Many of 
the replies were contradictory. After 
defining the difference between direct 
or miasmatic contagion, positive cases 
and opinions were quoted from these 
replies, for and against direct contagion. 
The conclusion reached was, that while 
the evidence of direct contagion was 
often incomplete, there was positive 
proof of contagion from miasmatic in- 
fluences : viz., infected water in the air. 
Many positive opinions were also quoted 
of the de novo origin of the disease, and 
the cases cited. Still, against such an 
origin it may be said that the disease 
may occur under favorable conditions, 
where direct importation may be ex- 
cluded ; thus, from germs left long ago, 
or from germs latent in the body and 
developed by favorable circumstances, 
or by wide diffusion in the air, of desi- 
cated but living germs. 

As a summary from the answers re- 
ceived, the following may be stated as 
external conditions favorable to the de- 
velopment of enteric fever : 

1. Excremental filth undergoing moist 
decomposition, and contaminating air 
and water. 

2. Contaminated milk. 

3. Vegetable decomposition. 

4. Decay of dry timber. 

5. Soil saturated with organic impuri- 
ties independently of water contamin- 
tion. 

6. Contaminated water. 

7. Some undefined telluric influence 
not associated with organic contamina- 
tion. 

In regard to the relations between 
typhoid and malarial fevers, a majority 
of the correspondents consider them 
distinct, and of separate origin. A few 



recognize hybrids. Most consider 
typo-malarial fever to be an adynamic 
form of malarial fever, due to pytho- 
genie influences. Some recognize a 
decided antagonism between the two, 
and quote the marked absence of 
typhoid in malarious regions, and if the 
former does occur it is of mild type. 
The drying up of a marsh producing 
malaria, will introduce a new type of 
fever, viz : typhoid. Abundant illus- 
tration of this is seen in Illinois and the 
South. May be due to the fact that 
malaria requires a saturated soil, and 
typhoid a desicated one. 

English theories exclude epidemic 
influences, yet apparently typhoid fever 
may extend in the tracts of atmospheric 
currents independent of direct inter- 
course. Indeed, the observation of some 
give it a migratory character, due nei- 
ther to local causes, nor yet to direct 
contagion. Further observation is ne- 
cessary to establish many of the above 
conclusions. To do this, isolated cases 
must be studied, and meteorological 
conditions during the presence of an 
epidemic must be observed. 

In the discussion that followed, Dr. 
Comyges, of Cincinnati, reported a suc- 
cession of cases in his own family, prov- 
ing the infectious character of enteric 
fever. 

Dr. Plummer, of Rock Island, insist- 
ed that typhoid and malarial fever can 
occur at the same . time in the same 
patient ; proven by post-mortem exam- 
inations. There were many such spec- 
imens in the Washington Museum. 



JABORANDI. 

Dr. Hutchins, in the Proceed- 
ings of the Medical Society of the 
County of Kings, says : To ascertain 
whether jaborandi was antagonistic to 
belladonna in respect to its influence on 
the secretion of milk, Drs. Ringer and 
Gould instituted experiments in two 
cases. "We administered thirty grains 
of jaborandi to a woman thirty-eight 
years old, confined of her ninth child 
four months previously. During suck- 
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ling she had very little milk, and the 
quantity had become moch less of late. 
We gave her the medicine at ten A. m. 
She had suckled her child seven hours 
before. In ten minutes the drug pro- 
duced its usual symptoms ; in half an 
hour her breasts, which previously were 
flaccid, became tumid and distended, 
and on pressure yielded considerably 
more milk. In forty minutes the in- 
crease was still more marked, jetting 
forth in foqr or five streams. 

To another woman, aged twenty- 
five, whose child is thirteen months 
old, we gave two doses of thirty 
grains, as the first had no effect. She 
emptied her left breast every ten minutes 
by pressure, and each of the three first 
emptyings yielded 40 minims. As soon 
as the perspiration and salivation became 
free, the quantity rose to 80 minims. 
The next time yielded 100 minims, the 
following 155 minims, the next time 80 
minims. The salivation and perspiration 
at this time ceased. The next observa- 
tion yielded 125 minims, the next 87 
minims, the next 70 minims and the 
last 40 minims." — Lancet, January 30, 
1875. 

Dr. Will details the case of a mother 
who had been unable to suckle her pre- 
vious child on account of the want of 
milk, and whose breast, on the fourth 
day after delivery, despite all efforts, 
were perfectly flaccid, and on pressure 
not a drop of milk could be obtained. 
Half ounce doses of the decoction were 
given, 2\ drams to six ounces water, 
three times a day, a strong decoction 
being at the same time applied to the 
mammae. After two doses milk ap- 
peared. It continued to increase in 
quantity, and in ten days the drug was 
discontinued, as the secretion seemed to 
be fairly established. The child has 
every appearance of being well-nour- 
ished.— British Medical Journal, Septem- 
ber 15th, 1876. 

Dr. Bartholow used a fluid extract 
successfully in a case of deficiency in 
the secretion of milk in a nursing wo- 
man. " As the milk glands correspond 
in structure to the sudoriferous glands, 
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and are merely differentiated and special- 
ized for their particular office, the effects 
of this drug in increasing the produc- 
tion of milk might have been, a priori^ 
expected." — Materia Medica and Thera- 
peutics, p. 387. 

JABORANDI AND BELLADONNA. 

Though jaborandi and belladonna are 
in so many ways antagonistic, it has not 
been found that pilocarpine proves of 
any benefit in belladonna poisoning. 

" The relation between belladonna 
and jaborandi is partly of analogy, but 
mainly of opposition. Jaborandi re- 
sembles atropia in quickening the pulse, 
flushing the face, and in exciting a more 
decided influence in adults than in chil- 
dren. On the other hand, it is diamet- 
rically opposed to atropia in its action 
on the salivary, sudoriferous] and mam- 
mary secretions, on the pupils, and on 
the minute arteries. Further, the ten- 
dency of belladonna to cause delirium 
contrasts with that of jaborandi to cause 
prostration and sleepiness." 

The foregoing constitute nearly, if not 
quite all, the specific cases in which jabo- 
randi has been employed, which have 
been reported in the journals up to this 
writing. There is good reason for this 
apparently meagre showing of interest. 

Jaborandi is emphatically unique and 
distinct in its physiological effects, and, 
as was suggested in the opening sentence 
of this paper, it is to be estimated for 
its ability to fulfil certain conditions 
arising in a multitude of morbid states. 

In this view it has been diligently 
studied, as witness the careful observa- 
tions of Robin and Gubler, and the 
French pharmacologists ; the elaborate 
examination of its properties by Ringer, 
Gould, Craig, and others in England; 
Ambrosoli's series of experiments with 
fifty hospital and private patients ; Rie- 
gal, who wrote enthusiastically in its fa- 
vor in an extensive treatise; Merkel, 
with his 20 cases from the Nuremberg 
Hospital ; Lohrisch, with a large^ num- 
ber of observations from the Clinical 
School of Frerichs; Penzoldt, with seven- 
teen cases from the Clinical School of 
Erlangen ; Rosenbach, with twenty-three 



214 



SOUTHERN MEDICAL RECORD. 



cases from the School of Jena ; Stumpf, 
with fifty-four cases from the Clinical 
School at Munich ; Vulpian, Kohler and 
Soyka's experiments on animals, and 
the lately developed and growing inter- 
est among American observers. All 
these observers are in entire agreement 
as to the energetic diaphoretic action of 
Jaborandi. — (DeutscAis Archhh ^rKlin. 
Med., November, 1875). 

My own experience is entirely in har- 
mony with the recognized properties of 
this drug, and I have had no failures to 
produce the prompt and active physio-, 
logical actions with the jaborandi leaves 
obtained from Heydenreich Brothers, 
though these gentlemen say that some 
they had a year ago proved utterly inert. 

The sum of the recorded experience 
is, that when diaphoresis is desired in 
any form of malady, it can be attained 
promptly and surely by jaborandi, while 
the size of the dose and the frequency of 
administration will regulate the profuse- 
ness and continuance of the diaphoresis, 
to meet any contingency desired. — Pro- 
ceedings Brooklyn Medical Society. 



BROMIDE OF ETHYL AS AN 
ANAESTHETIC. 



At a recent meeting of the Academy 
of Sciences, M. Rabuteau gave some 
details of an investigation of the physi- 
ological properties and mode of elimi- 
nation of bromide of ethyl. 

Bromide of ethyl (C,H Br), or " hy- 
drobromic ether, is a colorless liquid, 
with an agreeable odor ; it boils at about 
40° C, has a density of 1.43, and burns 
with difficulty. The boiling point and 
density are, therefore, intermediate be- 
tween those of chloroform and sulphuric 
ether. 

Bromide of ethyl absorbed by the 
respiratory passages produces absolute 
anaesthesia as rapidly, or even more rap- 
idly, than chloroform. This result has 
been established with frogs, rabbits, 
dogs, etc. After five minutes', some- 
times after two minutes', inhalation, by 
means of a sponge saturated in bromide 
of ethyl, dogs are completely anaesthe- 



tized. The animals recover more rapid- 
ly than when chloroform is used. 

When a solution of hydrochlorate of 
narceia, or hydrochlorate of morphia, 
was injected under the skin of dogs, 
before inducing anaesthesia, an action 
was observed analogous but perhaps in- 
ferior to the simultaneous action of 
narceia, or morphia, and chloroform. 

Bromide of ethyl is net caustic, nor even 
irritant, compared with chloroform. It 
can be ingested without difficulty, and 
applied without danger, not only sub- 
cutaneously, but to the external audi- 
tory meatus, and to the mucous mem- 
brane. In this respect it is preferable 
to chloroform, which is very caustic, 
and to sulphuric ether, of which the in- 
gestion is nearly impossible* Intro- 
duced into the human stomach in doses 
of one to two grammes, bromide of 
ethyl does not produce anaesthesia as 
when absorbed in sufficient quantity by 
the respiratory passages. It soothes 
pain, and does not disturb the appetite. 
This anaesthetic is nearly insoluble in 
water. Nevertheless, water shaken with 
it acquires a pleasant taste and odor. 
Frogs placed in water so saturated un- 
dergo anaesthesia in ten or fifteen min- 
utes.— Druggists* Circular and Chemical 
Gazette. 



SANTONIN. 



In a short article on the use of this 
drug {Med. Times and Gaz, y July 7, 
1877), Mr. E. Marlett Boddy says there 
is'no doubt that santonin is, for many 
reasons, by far the most efficient anthel- 
mintic which can possibly be adminis- 
tered to children, and its combination 
with calomel he has found to be most 
advantageous in every respect. Santonin, 
like every other therapeutic agent, re- 
quires care in its administration ; and if 
it is allowed to remain in the system it 
acts deleteriously, like certain cumula- 
tive medicines. This pernicious after- 
action one of course seeks as much as 
possible to obviate, and the only way to 
do so, as regards santonin, is to combine 
it with some purgative, such as calomel, 
which carries it off. 
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According to Falck of Marburg, if 
santonin is allowed to remain in the 
system we get a substance called xan- 
thopsia into which santonin is supposed 
to be transformed under certain circum- 
stances, which at piesent are not well 
ascertained. This xanthopsin is excreted 
by the urine, giving it a remarkable yel- 
low color, causing a similtude to that 
secretion passed in jaundice, and its 
presence there is easily detected by 
caustic alkalies, which redden the urine. 
No doubt it is this xanthopsin which 
gives rise to those dangerous symptoms 
that have been so largely dilated on of 
late, and which many attribute to san- 
tonin only, forgetting or ignoring the 
presence of xanthopsin ; and this mis- 
chievous action Mr. Boddy has found 
from experience to be entirely counter- 
acted, or rather prevented, by adminis- 
tering calomel at the same time. — Ab. 
Med. Science. 



Trepannnig for Fracture of the 
Skull. — As a contribution to the lite- 
rature of the operation of trepanning, 
Prof, von Lin hart, of Wurzburg, reports 
the case of a young soldier, who was 
admitted into the Julius Hospital in 
1866, suffering from a lacerated wound 
of the scalp and fracture of the parietal 
bone and of the squamous portion of the 
temporal bone. As the bone was not 
depressed and the symptoms were slight, 
the wound was merely dressed and the 
patient put to bed. On the second day 
twitchings in the muscles of the face and 
limbs were observed, which gradually 
became more severe, and on the third 
day well-marked epileptic attacks set in. 
These attacks lasted 10 or 15 minutes, 
and recurred almost every ten minutes. 
On the next morning the Professor tre- 
phined the patient as an exploratory 
measure, and found a small, pointed 
splinter from the vitreous table firmly 
imbedded in the dura-mater. This was 
seized with forceps and removed with 
some little difficulty. As there was but 
little depression of the fractured bone, 
no attempt was made to elevate it. The 
patient recovered quickly from the 



coma, # and had no more epileptic attacks. 
Fourteen days after the operation he 
was able to be moved to his home. 

In spite of this and some other suc- 
cessful cases, Prof, von Linhart does not 
believe trepanning, either primary or 
secondary, to be of such great value as 
is claimed by many writers. His 
opinion is based on the facts that he has 
seen many desperate cases recover with- 
out the operation, and on the other hand 
has been convinced by many operations 
and post mortems that trepanning alone 
will neither prevent nor cure a traumatic 
meningitis or encephalitis. — Centralblatt 
fur Chtrurgie y May 19th. ^ j 

Treatment of Croup by Eucalyp- 
tus. — Dr. Walcker {Gazette Medicate de 
Strasbourg, January 1, 1877) treats pseu- 
do-membranous laryngitis by tincture of 
eucalyptus globulus. He begins by an 
emetic of ipecacuanha, of which the 
dose varies according to age. This emet- 
ic is given morning and night once. He 
no longer employs tartar emetic in these 
cases, because it produces too much de- 
pression, and causes diarrhoea more often 
than ipecacuanha. This emetic relieves 
at the outset the gastric disturbance 
which ordinarily accompanies croup, 
calms the fever a little, and gives imme- 
diate relief. It can only act in this way* 
and it is incapable v of expelling the false 
membranes. Two hours after the emetic 
he gives every hour a teaspoonful of a 
syrup composed of thirty-eight parts of 
simple syrup and ten parts of tinctureof 
eucalyptus for infants. He has given as 
many as fifteen to twenty teaspoonfuls 
in the case of a child six years old. 
When the patient- sleeps at night, he 
should not be awakened. At the same 
time Dr. Walcker gives, as food, milk, 
coffee, eggs, and sopped bread. This 
alimentation is necessary ; for cases of 
general diphtheritis or localized croup 
occur much more often in delicate child- 
ren, with more or less scrofulous and 
lymphatic temperament and a feeble and 
delicate constitution, than in full blooded, 
strong, and robust children. — Brit. Med. 
Journal. 
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Chloral in Convulsions. — Df. Jno. 
M. Thompson of South Carolina, says, 
in Virginia Medical Monthly : In a case 
recently of puerperal eclampsia, after 
blood- letting freely, I used large doses 
of chloral at short irtfervals with the 
most happy effects. In this affection it 
ranks with chloroform in controlling the 
convulsions, though it should be used 
freely in full doses of thirty to forty 
grains. In the spasm of children it is 
the remedy far excellence^ and in num- 
bers of cases in which I have used it, 
have never known it to fail. 

Danger from the use of chloral hy- 
drate has been apprehended by some, 
from it having been alleged to be con- 
verted into chloroform in the blood, but 
this idea has been pretty well exploded. 
I have never met with any deleterious 
effects after a constant use of the rem- 
edy for more than three years, and con- 
sider it equally as safe as any other agent 
of its class. 

The profession should give it an' im- 
partial trial in this justly dreaded affec- 
tion, and, after a trial, I am convinced 
they will always resort to it. 

Properties of the Human Gastric 

Juice. — M. Charles Richet has been 
studying these matters upon the person 
of the patient on whom Verneuil suc- 
cessfully performed gastronomy. He 
has reached the following conclusions : 
i. The acidity of the gastric juice, 
whether pure or mixed with food, is 
equivalant to 1.7 grammes of hydro- 
chloric acid to a thousand grammes of 
fluid. 2. Acidity increases slightly at 
the end of digestion, and is independent 
of the quantity of liquid contained in 
the stomach. Wineand alcohol increase, 
but cahe-suga diminishes it. 3. If acid 
or alkaline m tters are introduced, the 
gastric juice tends to return to its nor- 
mal acidity. 4 The mean duration of 
digestion is from three to four and a 
half hours and more. Food does not 
pass successively but in masses. 5. Ac- 
cording to four analyses made by a mod- 
ification of Schmidt's method, it was 
proved that free hydrochloric acid exists 
in the gastric juice. 6. It is possible to 



extract all the lactic acid to nine parts 
hydrochloric acid. 7. Following the 
method of Berthelot, that is, by agita- 
tion with anhydrous ether and deprived 
of alcohol, it can be shown that lactic 
acid is free in the gastric juice. 8. The 
question so long in controversy as to 
the nature of the free acid in the stomach 
seems almost solved, and it may be said 
that in every 1,000 grammes of gastric 
juice there are 1.53 grammes of hydro- 
chloric acid and 0.43 of lactic acid. — 
Lyon Medicate, May 13, 1877. — Med. Re- 
cord, No. 3. 

Profuse Sweating. — Dr. Finney used 
dilute sulphuric acid and liquor ferri 
perchloridi in phthisical sweating; also 
three grain doses of Dover's powder and 
sulphate of atropia (one-eighth of a grain 
for a dose) He mixed half a grain of 
the sulphate with sugar of milk, and 
divided the mass into forty pills. He 
bore witness to the value of atropia in 
the treatment of local sweating, and re- 
ferred to a case of bromo-hyperidrosis 
of the feet, reported by Dr. Grimshaw 
{Irish hospital Gazette, 1872, p. 52) as 
being cured by atropia. It had not, 
however, in his (Dr. Finney's) experi- 
ence, checked the sweating in enteric 
fever. 

Dr. MacSwiney had been taught to 
use the diluted mineral acids with bit 
ter infusions, acetate of lead, and bella- 
donna, as anhidroses. Sponging the 
body with warm diluted vinegar was 
very efficacious. Having regard to the 
correlation of diarrhoea and perspira- 
tion in phthisis, he did not think it de- 
sirable to use energetic and continuous 
means of arresting diaphoresis in the 
third stage of the disease. 

The chairman said that remedies like 
cod liver oil, which improved the condi- 
tion of the system, often checked pers- 
piration in a remarkable manner. Even- 
ing drinks should be forbidden, as far as 
possible. Cotton worn next to the skin 
and tepid sponging were useful. A 
powerful nervine like strychnia would 
lessen perspiration ; but such remedies 
lost their effect after a time. — Med. and 
Surf. Rep. 
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Cocoa as a Food for Infants. — 

The great advantages to be derived 
from the employment of cocoa in the 
feeding of infants, especially of the poor, 
are obvious, for beside its heat-produc- 
ing, flesh-forming ingredients, it is cheap, 
simple, and readily available. A tea- 
spoonful, more or less, of a sound prepa- 
ration of cocoa to half a pint of fluid, 
partly water and partly milk, even 
skimmed milk, when boiled for a minute 
or two, affords a wholesome meal to a 
hungry infant, and will cceteris paribus be 
thoroughly digested. 

To present nutriment to the infant 
stomach, especially before the teeth are 
developed, in a perfectly fluid form, I 
have long since regarded as indispensa- 
ble to the health of a child, inasmuch as 
the pepsin or solvent principle does not, 
as in adults, seem capable of reducing 
solids, not even pap, to such a state of 
solution that the lacteals or absorbent 
veins can act upon it with the same 
energy as in afterlife. The consequence 
is that the child, though largely fed is 
still hungry, accumulations take place 
in the intestines, its limbs and body 
waste as much from vitiated secretions, 
and the countenance assumes the canine 
ravenous expression of starvation and 
bad treatment. 

I beg, therefore, respectfully to com- 
mend cocoa, as an article of infant's 
food, to the notice of my professional 
brethren. — IVm. Faussett, Dublin Medical 
Press. 

Strictures. — In a valuable paper 
read before the Central, Ky., Medical 
Association, by Dr. L. S. McMurty, of 
Danville, we extract the following, which 
the author quotes from high authority : 

(i) "All uncomplicated strictures, not 
highly irritable or resilient, should be 
treated by dilatation with soft instru- 
ments up to No 9, conical steel sounds 
afterward ; ^introduction being made 
every fourth to eighth day — the older 
the stricture the longer the interval, as 
a rule, and intervals of one week being 
most serviceable in the majority of 
cases." 

(2) "All strictures at or near the 
meatus must be cut." 



(3) 4t Resilient, very irritable, and, as 
a rule, traumatic strictures are best treat- 
ed by divulsion, if they lie below four 
and one-half inches from the meatus, 
otherwise by internal ^urethrotomy. 
When a resilient stricture cannot be 
divulsed, it should be cut — internally. 

(4) "Impassable strictures may usual- 
ly be overcome, where there is no re- 
striction, by time, patience, and skill, 
with whalebone bougies. If, finally, 
found impassable, the treatment is ex- 
ternal perineal urethrotomy." 

A New Method of Treating Na- 
sal Catarrh. — Dr. Arthur Hartmann, 
of Berlin, reports a new method of treat* 
ing acute and chronic nasal catarrh,which 
he has found of great service. This treat- 
ment is of importance to the aurist, be- 
cause middle-ear troubles are not infre- 
quently caused by nasal catarrh. The 
author discovered that inflation with air, 
during the act of swallowing, not only 
mitigated the ear troubles, the deafness 
and roaring sounds, but also relieved 
the frontal distension and fullness of the 
head. The air is simply forced into the 
nose with a rubber balloon, after Polit- 
zer's method for the ear. In order to 
ascertain the effect of compressed air, 
in expressing fluids from the nose, the 
author made a number of experiments 
on dead bodies. He filled the cavities 
about the nose with fluids, and observed 
that when air was forceJ in the fluids 
were forced out. The author hereupon 
reports a number of cases in which the 
unpleasant symptoms of nasal catarrh 
were completely relieved in this way. 
To remove the crusts of ozena, he uses 
a brush fastened at right angles to the 
end ot a thin flexible wire, an apparatus 
such as is used for cleansing tobacco 
pipes. The tenacious secretion is en- 
tangled upon the brush and removed. 
The nose is then washed out with water, 
and air is forced in after the manner de- 
scribed. — Deutch. Med. Wochensckr. % Cin- 
cinnati Lancet. 

Ecbolic Action of Quinia.— Dr. 
Chiarleone presents, in the Gas. Med. 
Ital. Lombard., some few facts in rela- 
tion to the alleged ecbolic action of 
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quinia which have resulted from exper- 
iments and observations made by him 
in the Maternite of Milan. He dissents 
from the views of Dr. Chirone on the 
subject, published in Lo Sperimentale 
during 1 874-' 5. He declares that : • 

1. The sulphate of quinia is incapable 
of abbreviating the pause between one 
contraction and another, and hence can 
not augment the number of the latter. 

2. The duration of the contractions 
before and during the action of quinia 
does not vary sensibly ; the use of this 
drug would therefore be a disadvantage 
(perhaps from the sedative action ex- 
erted on the nervous system in general.) 

3. Quinia, given near the time of par- 
turition, in doses of 0.50, 0.75, 1.00, 1.50 
grammes, has no sensible action on the 
condition of the foetus. 

4. Quinia does not seem o possess 
any virtue to augment the intensity of 
the uterine contractions. 

5. The contractions, whether regular 
or irregular, suffer no change in their 
modality from any action whatever of 
quinia. — New Remedies. 

Action of Butylchloral. Prof. 
Liebreich has made a series of experi- 
ments with butylchloral upon rabbits 
and the human subject, which are re- 
ported in the CentralbL f. d. Med. Wis- 
sensch. In the case of human beings 
the following facts were noted : 

To a child aged 4J years, after trials 
had been made with smaller doses, 2.5 
grm. of butychloral were given in sweet- 
ened water. It soon fell into a sleep, 
from which it could be aroused by pinch- 
ing its arms, falling again into slumber 
as soon as the irritation ceased. Irrita- 
tion of the cornea, however, had no 
effect, and it appeared to be entirely 
without sensation. This want of sensi- 
bility was noticed even when the child 
was roused from sleep; but the nasal 
mucous membrane, on the other hand, 
was sensitive. To lunatics 5 grm. were 
given, and sleep, with anaesthesia, pro- 
duced while the patients remained seat- 
ed upon their chairs, to such an extent 
were the sensibility and reflex irritabili- 
ty of the body maintained. Contrary 



to expectation, this remedy has afforded 
but slight relief in cases of tic-doulou- 
reux. — lb. 

Chronic Intermittent^. — Dr. C. 

Wellers, of Columbus, Texas, writes to 
the New Orleans Medical Journal : 

"The persistence with which chronic 
intermittents sometimes resist our best 
directed efforts for their cure, renders 
it the duty of every practitioner to make 
known whatever plan of treatment he 
may have found successful. I submit 
the following, which has with me proven 
quite successful when strictly observed 
by the patient. 

I give a mercurial cathartic when the 
condition of the secretions demands it, 
and then quinine in full doses to inter- 
rupt the next paroxysm. I then order 
the following: 

R.— Sulphate quinine, 

Iron by hydrogen, aa gr. xc, 

Powdered myrrh, 

Pipeline, : - aagr. xlv. 

M. Make a mass to be divided into ninety pills. 

8. One pill three times a day nntil aU are taken. 

In the majority of cases this would 
effect a cure ; in «ome, however, it will 
be necessary to have the prescription 
refilled and continued for another 
month." 

Influence of Artificial Suppres- 
sion of the Cutaneous Secretion. 

— Sokoloff (Virchow's Archtv.) experi- 
mented upon some forty-six dogs and 
rabbits. These animals were painted 
with oil and other substances, the results 
being as follows: The temperature 
usually fell. The urine showed gray and 
hyaline cylinders, kidney-epithelium, 
and young cells by which its specific 
gravity was increased ; albumen also 
appeared. In one case, dropsy occurred. 
Diarrhoea, loss of power in the heart, 
cramps, sopor, and, when the coating 
was extensive or complete, death, in 
periods varying from a few hours to sev- 
eral days. Post-mortem examination, 
congestion of the brain and membranes, 
as well as of most of the internal organs. 
— Tfie Drug. Cir. and Chent. Gas. 

Scrofulous Ulcers — Red Lead 
and Cinnabar Plaster. — In his wards 
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at the hospital of Saint Louis, M. Vidal 
has for several years made use of a plas- 
ter which he considers very efficacious 
in cleansing the great number of ulcers 
and scrofulous sores. Its composition 
is as follows : 

Diachylon plaster 26 parts. 

Red lead 2 50 " 

Cinnabar 1.50 " 

These ingredients are thoroughly 
mixed and spread upon a piece of calico 
like an ordinary diachylon plaster; small 
pieces of the plaster are used, a little 
larger than is sufficient to cover the 
ulcer. It is a very appropriate mode of 
treatment, and may be easily employed 
for a long time. M. Vidal recommends 
it strongly. — London Med. Record. 

Inebriety.— Dr. T, D. Crothers, 
physcian to the New York Inebriate 
Asylum, in an interesting paper in the 
Medical and Surgical Reporter on the re- 
lations of melancholia to inebriety, thus 
concludes: 

A. is a periodical inebriate from in- 
heritance ; after an attack, will disap- 
pear and wander round the country, 
purposeless and aimless, then recover, 
and return to business and friends. 

B. is a periodical inebriate from ob- 
scure brain lesions. After he drinks to 
exhaustion and recovers in part, he is 
seized with a mani^ to look over his 
business with great care ; nothing but a 
long inventory and personal inspection 
will satisfy him. This occurs after every 
paroxysm. 

C. is a periodical inebriate from hard- 
ship and mental trouble. After the 
paroxysm is over, he walks the floor and 
is dangerously sensitive ; will not bear 
confinement or contradiction, for a long 
time. 

These symptoms are frequent in 
chronic cases, and are similar to melan- 
cholia. We conclude that melancholia 
may not be noticed before inebriety is 
developed, but it appears in many forms 
after inebriety comes on. 

The third statement, viz., that the 
presence and prominence of melancho- 
lia with inebriety indicates profound 
disorder and complications, with a spe- 



cial prognosis and treatment, is evident 
beyond question. 

The following seems to be the general 
course and termination in all these cases: 

i. All the symptoms increase into 
chronicity, ending in dementia or chronic 
alcoholism and death. 

2. They may merge into acute dis- 
ease, which will be localized in some 
organ, terminating in recovery or death. 

3. The presence of both melancholia 
and inebriety may continue without 
marked change for a long time, then 
suddenly one or the other becomes in- 
tensified into great activity, or both dis- 
appear. 

The first course or termination is very 
common. In the second, acute attacks 
of gastritis, hepatitis, various diseases of 
the kidneys, and often pneumonia, fol- 
low, and if they do not end fatally, the 
melancholia and inebriety disappear in 
many cases. 

In the third class the cases are not 
closely observed, but, without doubt, 
they are numerous : a class of patients 
who drink to intoxication at long inter- 
vals, also suffering from melancholia and 
depression ; this goes on without change 
for years, then they become demented 
or helpless drunkards, or from obscure 
cause they recover. 

These cases are seldom recognized 
until the last stages, but, nevertheless, 
they possess the same symptoms, only 
in a less degree, as the most chronic 
cases. 

To term this early stage a vice, be- 
cause of its obscurity, is a strange mis- 
nomer, arising from profound ignorance. 

The prognosis and treatment depends 
upon the history of each case and its va- 
rious complications. In general terms, 
the marked presence of melancholia with 
inebriety is significant of general degen- 
eration. When inebriety seems to fol- 
low melancholia the prognosis is also 
bad, and the treatment by prolonged 
residence and abstinence from the excit- 
ing causes, in an asylum, under medical 
care, gives the only promise of help. 

If these statements are correct, the 
early stages of these two affections arc 
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the same, and when the associations con- 
tinues the case is serious. The conclu- 
sions may be summarized as follows : — 

First. Inebriety and melancholia are 
identical in their early manifestations. 

Second. They may follow each other, 
as both cause and effect. 

Third. Their course and termination 
are alike, and they are subject to simi- 
lar variations and complications. 

Fourth. Both of these disorders are 
stages or phases of insanity with similar 
prognosis, and requiring the same gen- 
eral treatment 

Chloral in Eclampsia. — Dr. J. Mas* 
ten, of Whitfield, Pa, reports to Med. 
and Surg. Reporter, a case of Eclampsia 
successfully treated with chloral hypo- 
dermically. He remarks : 

I found my patient with strong con- 
vulsive movements of the facial muscles 
and muscles of the extremities, and was 
informed by her attendants that this 
was the second, and a very severe con- 
vulsion. Failing to procure either chlo- 
roform or ether, I felt that I was in very 
close quarters, with a responsible and 
dangerous case on my hands, and that 
the pulse, which was very weak and 
fluttering, forbade the use of the lancet 

Being thrown entirely upon my own 
resources, and considering myself justi- 
fied in using any remedy that offered a 
hope of success, I immediately dissolved 
what I judged to be ten grains of chloral 
hydrate in a small quantity of water, 
and injected it subcutaneously in the 
left leg. The convulsive movements 
soon ceased, and I was gratified beyond 
expression to see my patient begin to 
rally, although nearly half an hour 
passed before she could control the 
muscles of deglutition, after which I 
administered the chloral, in combination 
with bromide of potash, about ten grains 
each, every hour. There was complete 
blindness for over an hour, but no symp- 
toms of a return of the convulsions until 
7 am,, of the 24th. She then informed 
me that the pain in her stomach was 
returning, and that she was getting blind 
again, precursor of a third convulsion. 



I commenced crowding the chloral and 
bromide, and the attack was warded off. 

There was no return of the convul- 
sions, nor any symptoms, after this pe- 
riod. It was not until three days after 
confinement that she realized that her 
labor had taken plaee. I saw the patient 
on the second day of June, and found 
her getting along fully as well as in pre- 
vious confinements. 

I attribute the good results in this case 
to the prompt admistration of the chloral 
hypodemically. I was unable to ex- 
amine the urine for albumen, from the 
fact that, from the first convulsion, until 
forty-eight hours after, there was com- 
plete suppression of urine. 

Something New About Oxygen. — 
Rec nit investigations have disclosed the 
singular £act that oxygen under high 
pressure rapidly destroys all living be- 
ings and organic compounds. All the 
varied phenomena of fermentation, in 
which the chemical action depends upon 
the presence of living organisms, are 
completely arrested by the action of 
compressed oxygen, even if exerted for 
only a brief time ; while fermentations 
due to dissolved matter, like diastase, 
perfectly resist its influence. M. Bert, 
to whom this curious discovery is due, 
has found a practical application of it in 
the field of physiological research. The 
ripening of fruits is arrested by exposure 
to compressed oxygen, and hence it 
must arise from cellular evolution. The 
poison of the scorpion, on the other 
hand, whether liquid, or dried and re- 
dissolved in water, entirely resists the 
action of the compressed gas. Such 
poisons evidently owe their power to 
chemical compounds akin to the vege- 
table alkaloids. Fresh vaccine matter, 
subjected for more than a week to oxy- 
gen under a pressure equal to fifty at- 
mospheres, retained its virtue ; from 
which it would appear that the active 
principle in vaccine matter is not certain 
living organisms or cells, as some have 
supposed. The virus of glanders, after 
similar treatment, quickly infected 
horses inoculated with it ; and carbun- 
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cular blood, though freed from bacteria, 
was found to retain its dangerous pro- 
perties after the same test These must, 
therefore, be put in the same class with 
vaccine matter. 

If these results are confirmed by fur- 
ther investigations, the discovery is cer- 
tainly a most important one, and will 
lead to the settlement of many disputed 
questions in physiological chemistry. — 
Jour, of Glum. 

Choice op Sedatives for the very 
Young. — Dr. Stokoe (Guy's Hospital 
Reports for 1876) says : " If we purpose 
giving a sedative to the very old or very 
young, we must be cautious, especially 
in using any of the preparations of opium, 
often cumulative in their effects. As a 
consequence of this, for some years past 
I have trusted almost entirely to seda- 
tives other than opiates in treating child 
ren in their first septennate, and I have 
seen no reason to believe that any want 
of success has ensued from this exclu- 
siveness. That such a precautionary 
measure is not altogether uncalled for, 
has been impressed upon me by my ex- 
perience of the method of medication 
adopted by the more ignorant (including 
nurses and nursery-maids), whose fre- 
quent habit is to increase the prescribed 
dose sevenfold, or to repeat it with undue 
persistence, if it should fall short of the 
expected effect ; with what result maybe 
conceived when two or three minims of 
laudanum have been ordered for an in- 
fant. With potassic bromide and conium 
for the various morbid conditions inciden- 
tal to teething; chloroform for administra- 
tion during the paroxysm of a conclusive 
attack ; chloral for those derangements in 
which insomnia is the prevailing symp- 
tom ; aconite for inflammations, fevers, 
and feverishness generally ; belladonna 
and hyoscyamus for many visceral dis- 
orders of a painful or obstinate nature, 
and combinations of these and other 
drugs to soothe coughs and the innu- 
merable aches and pains of neuralgic, 
myalgic, or rheumatic origin — to say 
nothing of a host of external sedative 
applications, many of which are very 
potent — we need be under no appre- 



hension lest we should be incapable of 
coping with the assaults of disease in 
children as effectually as we could do 
with one more weapon in our reper- 
tory." — Drug Cir. 



Practical Notes and Formulae, 



THOMPSON'S EYE WATER. 

R— Sulphate ef copper 10 grs. 

Sulphate of zinc 40 " 

Rose water 2 pints. 

Tine, saffron 

Tine, camphor aa 4 drs. 

Mix and filter. 

Toothache Drops.— It is conven- 
ient for the practitioner to keep on band 
a preparation for toothache. The fol- 
lowing we clip from Druggist Circular : 

L Chloral hydrate 20 grains. 

Camphor 15 " 

Chloroform 80 minims. 

Tioeiure of aconite root 5 drops. 

Oilof cloves 10 " 

Tincture of opium 20 " 

II. Sulphuric ether 7 fl. drachms* 

Chloroform 7 ** 

Oilof cloves 2 " 

Camphor 8 drachms.* 

IIL Carbolic acid 1 drachm. 

Hydrate of chloral 2 drachms. 

Tincture of aconite 30 minims. 

Tincture of opium 4 drachms. 

Oil of peppermint 1 drachm. 

Infantile Colic— Dr. J. P. F. Bren- 
ner, of Topton,*Pa., writes to Journal 
Mat Med.: "I frequently have been 
called to treat cases of infantile colic, 
and found the use of opiates to pro- 
duce only a temporary relief, and finally 
stun the system. I therefore present 
the profession the following prescrip- 
tion, which I find gives almost instan- 
taneous relief, and effects a permanent 
cure: 

R— Tioct. ssafoetidse gtt. xv. 

Tioct. cinnamomi f . oz. ss. 

8odii Carbonas dr. i. 

Syrup, Rnei Aromat f. drs. iii. 

Aquae Fontanaa , f . oz. iss. 

M.— Poie, half a teaspoonful ever three hours." 

Tonic Doses of Mercury.— Dr. E„ 

L. Keys, New York, in a paper pub- 
lished in the American Journal Medical 
Sciences, January, 1876, gave the results 
of experiments with minute doses of 
mercury in the treatment of syphilis, or 
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as he styles them, tonic doses of mercu- 
ry. He begins with the protiodide, 
gradually increased until impending 
ptyalism, etc. The dose, at which this 
symptom occurs, is called the "full dose." 
This, with opium added, if necessary, is 
continued until the syphilitic symptoms 
disappear. The full dose is then re- 
duced one-half, and constitutes the 
tome dose. This he continues until some 
fresh symptom of the disease appears, 
when the half of the full dose, which 
was dropped, is again added, continued 
and dropped as before. He follows up 
this for a period of two to three years, 
as the only sure method of eradicating 
the disease. 

A Useful Paste. — To every two 
tablespoonsful of the best wheaten flour 
add a teaspoonful of common moist or 
brown sugar, and a little corrosive sub- 
limate ; the whole to be boiled, and con- 
tinually stirred to prevent getting 
lumpy, till of the right thickness. To 
Stop mouldiness, add a few drops of 
some essential oil, as lavender or pep- 
permint. This paste is used to make 
different thicknesses of card board for 
architectural and similar mod-els. In 
putting or jointing these together, use 
the following ; to six ounces of gum- 
arabic (best) add one ounce, or less, of 
moist or lump sugar, One teaspoonful 
of lavender or other essential oil, and a 
tablespoonful of gin, the whole to be 
mixed in cold water to the consistency 
of a thick syrup, no heat being in any 
way applied. This paste can be used 
for fastening paper firmly to tin. — Jour- 
nal Chemistry. 

Diet for Infants. — In Dunglison's 
late Reference Book we are told if the 
milk should disagree, a little lime water 
should be added, say a tablespoonful to 
a pint. If pure milk cannot be got, try 
the condensed milk, which more fre- 
quently agrees with the child. It is 
prepared by adding one tablespoonful of 
the milk to ten of boiling water, or 
more, if the child be older. No sugar 
is required. If this disagrees, try pure 
cream, diluted with three-fourths of 
water. By all means keep the nursing- 



bottle perfectly clean by frequent scald- 
ing and washing. 

Sedatiye Antiseptic. — 

R. Chloral hydrate 

Salicylic acid 

Glycerine 

Sulphite soda each 1* P*r» 

Distilled water Siparta 

Spirits of wine 1 part. 

Expose to 100° to 120° (Fahr.) of 

heat for a few minutes, until the sulphite, 

salicylic acid and chloral are evolved. 

Filter through bibulou* paper. It can 

be used both externally and internally. 

Has been found useful in diptheria, and 

as an antiseptic generally. 

Flaxseed Tea. — Pour a pint of boil- 
ing water over an ounce of whole flax- 
seed ; cover lightly ; digest for three or 
four hours near a fire, and strain ; flavor 
with lemon. A little bruised liquorice root 
may be added in the preparation ; or, if 
this be disagreeable, may sweeten with 
sugar, if the patient desire it. Excel- 
lent demulcent drink in renal irritations, 
and to allay cough in pulmonary affec- 
tions. 

Cold Milk Punch. — Take a wine- 
glassful of good brandy, two tablespoon- 
ful of water, a tablespoonful of loaf 
sugar, and a half wine-glassful of rum ; 
add some small lumps of ice ; stir to- 
gether, and add a teacupful of fresh 
milk, and flavor with nutmeg. In the 
absence of ice, cold, fresh well or spring 
water will suffice. 

Urates. — These appear only when 
the urine is cold, and disappear if the 
urine be heated. They form a heavy 
precipitate at the bottom of the vessel, 
with an ill-defined upper border, and are 
white or deeply tinted by the coloring 
matter of the urine. They have been 
called " lateritious deposit," " brick dust 
deposit/' etc. 

Oxalate of Lime — Does not appear 
as a distinct sediment, but exists as iso- 
lated crystals entangled in a mucus cloud, 
of octohedrai or dumb-bell shape. 

Urate of Lime is a white amorphous 
powder, of rare occurrence. 
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Slippery Elm Jelly and Tea. — 

Stir four tablespoonsful of bark into a 
quart of cold water; let it stand all 
night ; in the morning strain and add the 
juice of one lemon ; simmer gently twen- 
ty minutes,then sweeten and pour into a 
mold to cool and harden." [Dunglisan.] 
Useful as a diet in bowel affections, etc. 
The tea is made by pouring a pint of 
boiling water to an ounce of the bark ; 
cover and let stand near the fire for 
three hours, and strain. 

Wine Whey. — Take fresh milk, a 
pint, heat to boiling point, and pour in 
half a pint of white wine ; heat to a boil 
again, being careful not to stir it ; as 
soon as it boils set aside until the curd 
settles, then pour off the clean whey. 
If too strong, weaken with water. May 
be sweetened to suit the taste. It is 
gently stimulating and nourishing, and 
well suited to very weak or low condi- 
tions of the system. 

Carb. Ammonia in Snake Bite. — 
Dr. Knott, in Medical and Surgical Re- 
porter, reports a case of bite by a large 
rattlesnake successfully treated with the 
following solution, repeatedly and freely 
used, injected with the hypodermic 
syringe into the veins, half drachm at a 
time: 



B — Garb, ammonia. . . 

Aquse distil 

M.— 



.oz. i. 



Disinfectant for Privies. — The best 
disinfectant for privies, cesspools, sew- 
ers, etc., is a solution of eight pounds of 
coperas in five gallons of water. -If car- 
bolic acid be added it will be still better. 

Dry earth has also been found very 
useful in destroying the offensive odor 
of privy vaults. 

Nitric Acid Test for Albumen. — 
If the urine is albuminous slightly, ni- 
tric acid added will show a turbid white- 
ness ; if abundant, there will be coagu- 
lation, unless soluble nitrate of albumen 
is formed. If uric acid be in excess, the 
nitrate of urea will be precipitated, and 
may be seen with a microscope. 

Duration of Pregnancy. — Count 280 



days from the beginning of the last men- 
strual period, and you will not miss it 
exceeding four or five days, one way or 
the other. 

For Ringworm. — Apply liquor ferri 
per chloride fortior, mixed with an 
equal quantity of glycerine, on three 
successive days. After waiting a few 
days, reapply if the cure is not com- 
plete. 

For Haematuria. — 

R. Addi gallici dr.j. 

Glycerine oz. j. 

Aq. bull oz.v. 

Mix. S. Dose, a tablespoonful. 

Diftheria — Citric acid, used locally 
as spray, or with brush, slightly diluted, 
has been useful in this disease. 

Brown Discoloration of Skin. — 

R. Hydrarg bichlor grs. vitf. 

Boracis pulv « dr. ij. 

Acid. acet. dil dr. ij. 

Alcohol oz. ij. 

Aqua,ad oz. iv. 

M. 
S — Apply to the akin. 

Urinarary Deposits (Jhmglisori) uric 
acid. — Yellow, reddish or brown sedi- 
ment ; little masses of crystals, assuming 
various forms. 

Sebaceous Glands can be destroyed 
by the injection of tr. iodine into the 
sacs through the hypodermic syrirtge. 

Bromide of Iron has been success- 
fully used in incontinence of urine in 
children ; also in hysteria and sperma- 
orrhoea. 

For Acne. — 

R. Adipip dr. v. 

Also, in the morning, bath freely with 
warm water and a little bay rum, gradu- 
ally increase the bay rum until one-third 
of the quantity of rum to water is used. 

B. Zinci cyanidi grs. 1-12. 

Palv. accaciae. ) o B Mix 

Bach, lactis. J a B q ' B ' " ,x " 

ft. pill one. 
8— Ten of these pil's maybe given Id twenty- 
four hours. 



224 



SOUTHERN MEDICAL RECORD. 



Chromic Diarrhcea. — 

R. Oxide sine 100 gr. 

Sodii bioaro 16 M 

Dlv. into chart . No. 6. 

B — One every three hoars. 

Salicylate of soda has been used suc- 
cessfully in sciatica, tic, intercostal neu- 
ralgia, and in pain of gout, given in 
seven grain doses, in capsules. 

Saturated solution of common salt 
has been found to relieve the pain of 
burns, also, common soda. 

Epilepsy has been relieved by santo- 
nine, in doses from one to five grains, 
daily. 

A few drops of nitric acid, in a glass 
of sweetened water, will relieve hoarse- 
ness. 

Phosphates. — In acid urine they ap- 
pear as a cloudy precipitate, at once so- 
luble, in a drop of nitric acid. 

Catarrh Snuff. — 

R. Bismuth©, trisnit dr. vi. 

Pal. accaciae dr. ij. 

Morphia muriat is gr. y. 

8— Use occasionally as snuff. 

Carbolic Collodin. — 

B-Collodii aadr.i. 

Olei riciri 

Acidi carbolic oz. i. 

M. 

Usefcl in chronic ulcers. 
Sore Nipples. — 

R.— Acidi tannic! dr. i. 

Coilodii osi. 

M. 

Toothache Drops. — 

R. — Creasote 

Chloroform aadr.i. 

Vini opii dr.tf. 

Tine, binzoini dr. ss. 

ia« 

Salivation.— 

R— Acidi Tannic! grs. xxx. 

Glyctrina ; oss. i. 

Aquae cs. vi. M. 

B. 
Month wash. 

The Laetate of soda is recommended 
in cases of insomnia of debilitating dis- 
eases, after convalescence, or after hem- 
orrhages. 

Urate of Ammonia in the utine ap- 



pears in the form of brown routd balls, 
covered with spines. 

Obstinate Vomiting — Oxalate of ce- 
rum in four grain doses, every two or 
four hours. 



Scientific Items 



Man's Average Height.— -Statistical' 
tables taken by army surgeons during 
the late war, show the mean height of 
over a half million men of different na- 
tivities. From these it appears that the 
American Indian stands at the head of 
the test, his mean height being 67.934 
inches. The American white man is 
next in order, being 67.672 inches. 
The Scotch 67.066. English 66.575. 
Russia 66.393. France 66,227. Mexico 
66.110. 

A New Marine Distress Signal. — 
A man in Vienna has devised a signal 
for the purpose of illuminating the sea 
when an attack by torpedo launches is 
possible. It consists of a shell contain- 
ing a bottle full of- a liquid capable of 
giving off phosphoretted hydrogen. 
Wet sponge surrounds the bottle, which 
is broken by the discharge from the gun; 
the liquid coming in contact with the 
wet sponge speedily generates gas, which 
drives out two steppers, and two streams 
of illuminating matter are poured upon 
the sea. 

Temperature of the Interior of 
the Earth. — From observations made 
on the Well of Sperenburg, near Berlin, 
M. Mohr concludes that at the depth of 
5,170 feet the increment of heat must 
be nil. A similar decrease of the incre- 
ment of heat has been observed in the 
Artesian Well of Grenelle. Hence, M. 
Mohr draws conclusions unfavorable to 
the Plutonian theory. — Les Monde s. 

Davyum.- Herr S. Kerne of Russia, has 
discovered a new metal to which is given 
the above name in honor of Sir Hum- 
phry Davy. It has a silvery appearance ; 
is extremely infusible, hard and to some 
extent ductile. Its specific gravity is 
9.385. 



Editorial and Miscellaneous 
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C9"A11 oommanicationB relating to the business of 
The Record, for the year 1877, most be addressed to 

DR. R. 0. WORD, 
Business Manger Southern Med. Bee., 

Atlanta, Ga. 
C3°Brief and practical communications are solici- 
ted on all subjects pertaining to medicine, also re- 
ports of cases in practice. 

fl^Send money by check, postal order or regis- 
tered letter. 

i9* Write your ham<>, poet-office, county and State 
plainly. 



SPECIAL NOTICE. 



To all persons receiving this issue as a specimen, 
we wish to say, try our journal. You will find it 
plain and practical, containing a great many 
valuable suggestions, hints, formulas, etc., which, 
in the course of a year, will largely indemnify you 
for the small amount of subscription. It is best 
to take the back numbers, so as to have a com- 
plete volume ; but may subscribe tor six months, 
if you prefer. See our club and subscription rates 
elsewhere. 



To Our Editorial Brethren.— Postal An- 
noyances.— We take it for granted that all of our 
cotemporaries in journalism have had trouble with 
the Post-offlce Department in regard to postage 
on institched matter. If notice had been given 
that, at a set period ahead, these inserts would be 
required to pay increased rates of postage, then 
we could have adapted ourselves to the require- 
ment without loss or inconvenience by closing 
out our contracts with advertising patrons, or 
otherwise arranging with them. As it is, the 
construction pot upon the law, and its hasty en- 
forcement, has caused serious loss to many jour- 
nals. We now propose to our editorial brethren 
to unite with us in an effort through our journals, 
and by operating on our representatives in Con- 
gress, to procure the pass'^e "f a law simplifying 
our postal regulations and removing all petty re- 
strictions and technical exactions. A law liberal, 
uniform, cheap in the matter of postage, and free 
as possible from doubtf al construction. We would 
not be understood as censuring the present in- 
cumbents, as they must enforce the law as they 
find it ; but the law itself should be modified in 
many particulars. Especially let us, as journal- 
ists, insist upon having as easy rates of postage 
as the newspapers, which pay only two cents, 
while we pay three cents per pound. An able 
gentleman, experienced in postal matters, has 
promised us to draft a better law, and a represen- 
tative in Congress, from Qeorgia, will introduce 
the bill and defend it. We respectfully urge upon 
editorial brethren to use their influence in its be- 
half! 



Water.— Happily, the old custom of starving 
patients for water is giving avray. Yet many old 
fogies, and nearly all the old women, still adhere 
to the custom. There may be exceptional cases, 
as in gastric inflammation, where water must be 
partially withheld, or given in small quantities 
with ice. Tet they are certainly rare, and it is 
a question whether or not a plenty of it taken 
cold and fresh from a well or spring would not 
give relief to the sufferer. Water is Nature's 
remedy for thirst, and there is no proper substi- 
tute for it. Recently we were called to a patient 
suffering from a remittent form ot fever, with in- 
tense thirst, red and dry tongue, nausea and fre- 
quent vomiting, etc. For four days she had been 
thus suffering, no water being allowed, except a 
spoonful or two, which was vomited as soon as it 
became warm on the stomach. We ordered a 
dipper lull of fresh, cold water to be given as 
often |as she wanted it The old nurse looked 
aghast at the idea, and the patient, though eager 
for the draft, trembled through fear of the conse- 
quences, having been taught to believe that it 
was dangerous by her old and favorite family 
physician, who had attended her once for mx 
weeks in a similar attack, during the whole of 
which time she was not allowed a single full 
drink of water. The result in the above case 
was not only delightfully refreshing to the pa- 
tient, but soon brought about a favorable change 
in her condition. The heat and thirst were dimin- 
ished, the secretions and emunctories went to 
work, remedies which before were rejected or 
inefficient were absorbed and appropriated, and 
the patient was soon restored to health. 

Medical Societies.— We have before advert- 
ed to the importance of Medical Societies. Al« 
most every village — certainly every county — 
could establish a weekly, a monthly, or a semi- 
annual meeting, according to circumstances. 
From these societies brief reports of anything 
important should be sent up to the Medical Jour- 
nals for the general good. The mingling of 
the members of the profession at these meetings 
would not only prove mutually instructive, but 
highly promotive of social feeling and brother- 
hood. As doctors, the community cares but little 
for us except when they are sick. In fact, there 
is a stroug prejudice against the physician. His 
heavy responsibilities, his irregular life, his anxie- 
ties, cares and trials are not appreciated, nor 
are his labors and charities to the poor and indi- 
gent sick, else he would not be subjected to a 
large specific tax, as is now the case everywhere. 
Let the members of the profession consider these 
facts, and stick together. Let there be no petty 
jealousies harbored toward each other, but let 
them be friendly and liberal, each guarding with 
care the feeling and reputation of his medical 
brethren, and the result will be beneficial, both to 
the profession and to the public. 

To the Countby Practitioner.— J. F. Mooty, 
, M.D., of Louisiana, in a private communication 
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complimenting the practical character of The 
Record, and the interest which it takes in the 
village and country doctor, thus concludes : 

" I wish to say this to my brethren of the conn- 
try : The Record presents the best opening for 
yon I have yet seen. Hospital statistics and long 
prosy dissertations do not suit me. I wait on a live 

Seople— and I presume it is so with all of you. 
yrup of morphia, beef- tea and brandy will not 
cure a robust and otherwise healthy young man 
of pneumonia in this country. There is a marked 
difference between city hospital and country prac- 
tice. If you can get the country physicians in- 
terested sufficiently to send up "home-made re- 
ports.* ask questions, and procure answers through 
The Record, its present great usefulness will be 
still further increased and much practical benefit 
will accrue to its readers and the profession gen- 
erally." 

Medical Colleges. — We give place to the fol- 
lowing extract of a private letter on this subject: 
"Your brief editorial on the question, 'Where to 
send our Medical Students,' meets my hearty ap- 
proval. First-class schools alone should be sus- 
tained by the profession. I have some views on 
this subject which, if time permits, I will send 
jou for publication, perhaps by your next issue." 

While it is peculiarly the province of medical 
journalists to advocate the ethics of our profession, 
and especially to encourage a high standard of 
medical education, it is equally the duty of every 
member of the profession to aid in the work. We 
are gratified, therefore, at the reception of letters 
like the above, and shall be pleased to give place 
to the promised communication, if it comes. 

A letter from Dr. T. B. Swift, a medical 
friend of Cooksville, Miss., thus concludes. We 
hope his inquiries will be answered : 

" We would be pleased to see something from 
some brother M.D. on the patholigy and treat- 
ment of some.diseases that seem to be prevailing 
through portions of our Southern country, to- wit : 
'Efomorrhagic Malarial Fever, or yellow chills ; 
Typhoid Pneumonia; Pernicious Fever; Puer- 
peral Peritonitis, and Ante et Post Partum 
Eclampsia; Hydro-pericarditis, and Endo pericar- 
ditis ; Hydrothorax. Hoping to hear from some 
brother physician on the above maladies, with re- 
spect 1 remain yours, etc." 

MONOBROMINATED CAMPHOR IK SUMMER COM- 
PLAINTS of Children.— Dr. H. W. Taylor, in 
Med. Bn. t speaks in exalted terms of monobrom- 
ated camphor in cholera infantum and diar- 
rhoeas of children. His reports show an unprece- 
dented success with this remedy. He uses it in 
what he calls the first decimal trituration (homeo- 
pathic)— one grain triturated with ten grains of 
the sugar of milk. Of this he gives one grain in 
oft repeated doses. He remarks, "It is the best 
showing ever made by any drug, or combination 
of drugs, in this terrible disease." 

Potentilla Canadensis.— The potentilla is a 
plant resembling the strawberry, growing in old 
fields and blooming in July or August, having a 
small yellow blossom. It has been called cinque- 
foil, or mock strawberry. The eclectics claim 



wonderful virtues for it as a febrifuge— particu- 
larly in typhoid fever. It is given freely in infu- 
sion. 



Dr. J. L. Hamilton, of Georgia, informs us 
that he has found no remedy so useful in albu- 
minous conditions of the blood and dropsical ac- 
cumulations as the following : 

R. Acetate squills oz.Jj. 

Acetate pot. 

Spt8. nitre dulc aa oz.j. 

Tlnct. digitalis dr.i M. 

Teaspoonral every four to six hours. 

Fluid Extract of Kidney Leaf Com.— The 
above remedy is highly extolled in that oppro- 
brium of medicine— Blight's disease of the kid- 
neys. 

Inebriate Asylum.— The American Associa- 
tion for the cure of inebriates will hold its eighth 
annual meeting at Chicago, 111., September 12th, 
1877. 



BOOK NOTICES AND PAMPHLETS RE- 
CEIVED. 

The Practical Reference Book— Adapted to 
the use of the Physician, the Pharmacist and 
the Student. By Richard J. Dunglison, M.D. , 
Philadelphia. Lindsay & Blakiston, Philadel- 
phia. 

This is a work nf 835 pages, ably g >tten up and 
neatly published ; furnishing, in a compact form, 
information most important and desirable upon 
subjects like the following : metrical weights and 
measures; doses of medicine, including recent 
therapeutical agents; subcutaneous injections, 
in compatibles, modern treatment of diseases, se- 
lected prescriptions, examination of urinary de- 
posits, dietetic preparations, post mortem exami- 
nations, etc., etc. The facts and hints collected 
in this volume are such as every physician should 
know, and many of which he could not learn ex- 
cept from a vast amount of reading, and from nu- 
merous professional treatises. 

Diseases of the Sternum, by violent action -of 
the diaphragm during coughing. By F. J. Lutz, 
A. M. , M. D. An Interesting paper read before 
the St. Louis Medical Socieiy 

Analysis of Seven Hundred and Seventy- 
Four Cases of Skin Diseases, treated at the 
Demilt Dispensary daring the .year 1876, with 
remarks on treatment By L. Duncan Bulkley, 
A.M., M.D., Physician to the Skin Department 
Demilt Dispensary, New York, Fellow of the 
New York A cademy of Medicine, etc , etc. D. 
Appleton & Co. 
A valuable paper upon a class of diseases too 

little studied and understood by the profession. 

A Paper on Surgery of the Hand. By E. T. 

Easley, A.M., M.D., Little Rock, Ark. 

A pamphlet of 28 pages, well written, and con- 
taining valuable practical suggestions, well defined 
in the initial paragraph as follows : "1. Some ac- 
count of the anatomy of the part; 2. The mor- 
tality from operations and injuries ; 8. Conserva- 
tism as applied to its surgery ; and, 4. Suggestions 
as to operative proceedings." 
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Original and Selected Articles. 



REVIEW OF CURRENT NEURO- 
LOGICAL MATTERS. 



CONDENSED BY C. C. VANDERBECK, M. D. 



(Concluded.) 

Convulsions of Children. — Dr. 
Trezevant, of Columbia, has used physos- 
tigma in several cases of infantile con- 
vulsions, with excellent results. He 
was led to use it from the suggestion 
given by the great benefit obtained from 
the drug in a case of tetanus. The spi- 
nal system being in excess over the cere- 
bral system in children, we possess in 
this medicine "an agent capable of neu- 
tralizing and keeping in check this pre- 
dominance of the spinal over the cerebral 
system." The dose he gave was one- 
thirty-second of a grain of the alcoholic 
extract for a child five months old, and 
repeated in two hours if necessary. Two 
doses were given. To a boy, aged 1 1 
months, he gave three minims of a so- 
lution of this kind : One grain of the 
extract of the bean, rubbed up with 
thirty minims each of glycerine and wa- 
ter. Dr. McLaurin, of Edinburgh cured 
a "remarkable case of tonic convulsions, 
which persisted for many months, the 
fits recurring several times a day." Ev- 



ery remedy was tried in vain, and the 
patient was getting continually worse. 
He now used physostigma. The dose 
was gradually increased, until four grains 
of the bean was taken four times a day. 
" It reduced the pulse to 58, and excited 
gastric uneasiness." The pupil was un- 
affected. The intervals between the par- 
oxysm became longer, and at the end 
of six weeks ended altogether. The 
same gentleman reports a case, in the 
London Lancet, of a little girl four and a 
half years old, who had convulsions sev- 
eral times a day for nine months. Not 
a single attack occurred frfter the first 
dose of the medicine. — Richmond Med. 
Monthly. 

Why should physostigma not be more 
extensively tried for various convulsive 
diseases ? Might not a trial of it be made 
in puerperal eclampsia, and in epilepsy ? 

Case of Epilepsy only During Preg- 
nancy. — Dr. Gatewood has attended a 
negro woman in twelve confinements, 
who is afflicted with epileptic fits during 
each pregnancy. They begin when she 
is about a month advanced, and gener- 
ally last about ten days at a time, and 
then cease for about twenty days, but 
only to recur and last ten days longer, 
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and so on during the whole period of 
gestation. 

Epileptiform Neuralgia. — In the 
Mobile Medical Society was reported a 
taSe t under the care of Dr. Cochran, of 
a lady, fifty years of age, affected with ep- 
ileptiform neuralgia. All the anti-neur- 
algic remedies had been used, as well as 
quinine, nux vomica, electricity (faradic 
current), bromide of potassium, and hy- 
drate of chloral. The continuous cur- 
rent, cod-liver oil, and phosphorus, in 
the hands of another physician, relieved 
her for a time. It was only for a time, 
however, when she was again worse. 
Dr. Cochran determined to try Trous- 
seau's plan. This consists in "commenc- 
ing with moderate doses of opium, and 
gradually increasing the amount given 
until the desired effect is accomplished/ 1 
Twenty drops of chlorodine were or- 
dered morning and evening. She im- 
proved rapidly. He continued the drug 
in gradually decreasing doses for a time. 
She continues well, and shows no sign 
of a relapse. Just how long a period of 
freedom from the disease the Doctor 
does not state. 

Softening of the Brain. — Dr. W. 
W. Parker, before the Richmond Acad- 
emy of Medicine, stated " that this con- 
dition often exists for long periods with- 
out being suspected." He knew of a 
loan whose mental faculties were unim- 
paired twenty-four hours before death, 
yet post-mortem examination showed it 
to be very soft. He also had a similar 
experience in a child, " in whom the 
condition was not suspected until shortly ( 
before death. Dr. L. B. Edwards calls 
softening a necrosis, and thinks it some- 
times the result of a primary breaking 
down of brain cells, not always due to 
occluded vessels. He believes " nerve 
cells have an inherent instability not 
solely dependent on the immediate blood 
supply. He thinks phosphorus and 
strychnia, in combination, are the best 
tonic agents. He also endeavors to 
keep the "necrosis" from " extending 
beyond the original locality " by efforts 
to establish collateral circulation, so that 



the parts beyond need not suffer for 
lack of nourishment. I suppose this 
has reference to the common cases in 
which there is occulsion of some vessel. 
The Doctor advised the judicious use of 
nitrite of amyl, long continued, and three 
or four times a day, to meet the above 
indication. 

Gelseminum Semper virens in Facial 
Neuralgia. — Dr. Spencer Thomson 
sums up his experience with this drug, 
and finds it of most value in neuralgic 
affections of the superior and inferior 
maxillary nerves,, especially the latter, 
and more particularly when the pain is 
referred to the teeth or alveoli. In al- 
most every instance, speedy and thor- 
ough relief was given. 

At the Nervous Infirmary, in this city, 
some trial has been given this drug, but 
not sufficiently to arrive at any perfectly 
safe conclusions. So far, however, it 
seems to be of more value in acute than 
chronic facial neuralgia. It has failed 
more than once. At the same time. 
Dr. Mitchell considers it rather a tricky 
drug. This same medicine was tried for 
chorea, but in the majority of cases the 
results were not favorable. 



MATERNAL IMPRESSIONS. 



BY GEO. A. DYER, M.D., WASHINGTON, IND. 



Last December, I read, in the Detroit 
Review of Medicine and PJiarmacy, the 
very interesting address of Dr. Waddell, 
delivered before the Toledo (O.) Medi- 
cal Association, on the above subject. 
Many persons believe that, at a certain 
stage of gestation, impressions made on 
the mother have power over the foetus 
in utero to change its conformation, and 
cause deformity of some character. From 
time immemorial, this opinion has ob- 
tained among observant women, and 
cases have presetted themselves to phy- 
sicians in such shapes, and with such 
explanations, that one can scarcely doubt 
the fact. 

To myself have happened several 
such cases. So far as deformities are 
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concerned, it is a well known fact that 
many are hereditary. I knew a colored 
woman who had a well formed fifth fin- 
ger (the little finger) on one hand ; her 
mother had the same mark, and she her- 
self was delivered of two children who 
had the same. Not long ago I attended 
a lady whose child had an abortive extra 
little finger about a half inch long, hang- 
ing by a thread-like pedicle, fully an inch 
and a half long, which latter I ligated 
close to the finger with a very fine silken 
cord, and it fell off in a few days. The 
mother told me that her husband was 
bom with the same kind of finger, and 
it was removed in infancy by the same 
method. 

These deformities or marks often hap* 
pen, and therefore do not seem strange. 
But as to impressions, why should a 
child be born of a woman with a perfect 
arm but an abortive fore-arm, and she 
herself should say that she had seen a 
man, in early gestation with this child, 
who had the same deformity, and she 
believes that the sympathy she felt for 
the stranger, and the impression of his 
deformity, caused her child to be 
afflicted with the same mark ? 

Several years ago, Barnum's show 
came to this place, and with the show 
were the idiots known as the "wild 
Australian children." A Mrs. S., a well 
developed and pretty young woman, 
lately married, found herself pregnant, 
who, though advised by her lady friends 
not to go to the show, still had such a 
powerful temptation and desire to go, 
that she could not and did not resist. 
She went. She was seen to be horror- 
stricken at the appearance of these wild 
children, and rivited, as it were, to the 
place. Some five or six months after, I 
was called to accouch her. She had a 
tedious labor, but in a few hours was 
delivered of the strangest being I ever 
saw. The frontal, parietal and occipital 
bones, and the lateral and spinous pro- 
cesses of the vertebrae, were all wanting. 
There was no appearance of brain or 
spinal cord, but a bloody membrane 
covering the floor of the brain and the 
sulci of the vertebrae, their whole length, 



and the child resembled the Australian 
children in this, that from tlje supra- 
orbital ridge there was no calvaria what- 
ever ; and yet the child was well grown 
and well developed otherwise, a boy, 
and animal life was present not long be- 
fore it was expelled. It weighed some 
six pounds. This is yet in Washington, 
Ind., in alcohol. 

Again, in December, 1875, I accouched 
a Mrs. S., multipara. She had a tedious- 
labor, and when the waters broke, the 
infant fluttered in the womb like a fish 
out of water, but it died there, and was 
still-born. When born, I discovered it 
was deformed. The mother suspected 
all was not right, and asked if it was not 
deformed, and when told it was, said she* 
could easily account for its appearance. 
Early in gestation, after the middle of 
the night, she was awake ; the door was 
open, and a person like a woman with a 
deformed head walked in at the door, 
whom, when she saw, she screamed 
and sat up in her bed, terrified with 
fright. Her husband saw nothing; he 
however closed the door. She slept no 
more that morning. Now, the infant's 
head (which she examined) was set so 
close to the body that it appeared to 
have no neck, a flattened calvaria, ears 
like a dog, and its mouth was like * 
hog's snout. She insisted that it had 
the same appearance of the figure she 
saw, and she also believed that the de 
formity was from the impression made 
upon her in the early stage of gestation. 
Well for the child to have been still- 
born. 

Other cases of this kind have been 
told to me by physicians and mid-wives 
here. 

These both seem to be well-marked 
cases of arrest of development and con- 
sequent deformity. Did they so occur 
from impressions made on the mother ? 
is the grave question. 

[There is manifestly, of late years, a growing 
tendency on the part of medical men to gtr* 
credence to the prevailing sentiment of the peo- 
ple on this subject of maternal impression. Cei^ 
tainly very strong coincidences occur. The sub' 
jectis important and worthy of investigation. Ed] 
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SUPRA-PUBIC LITHOTOMY. 



BY C. W. DULLES, M. D. 



With report of a successful case, by £. F. Starr, 
mj>. , of Nacoochee, Oa. 



Nearly two years ago there appeared 
an article upon this subject in the Ameri- 
can Journal of the Medical Sciences (July, 
1876, p. 39), in which an attempt was 
made to set the merits of the operation 
in a somewhat better light than they 
have heretofore enjoyed. Following 
this, I have had the pleasure of receiving 
a number of letters, some narrating hith- 
erto unreported cases, and others indi- 
cating that certain of the views then ex- 
pressed met the approval of those who 
read them. Among these letters was 
one from Dr. E. F. Starr, of Nacoochee, 
Ga., who wrote that he had a patient 
upon whom he must operate, asked for 
further elucidation of some of the state* 
ments in the article alluded to, and sub- 
sequently performed the supra-pubic 
operation with perfect success, and sent 
me a full report of his case. 

The report, with his consent, I now 
present, almost in his own words, and 
wish to take the opportunity to add a 
few remarks to what has been already 
published in regard to the method of 
operating. 

Case. Mr. , aet. 36, a large ath- 
letic man , had been an invalid for the 
last two or three years, but thought he 
had felt symptoms of stone for twelve 
years ; for two or three years had been 
subject to occasional attacks of cystitis, 
setting in with shivering and resulting 
in pyrexia and difficult micturition, 
which caused him a great deal of suffer- 
ing ; under judicious treatment, he had 
for the last two or three months escaped 
these paroxysms and improved in gener- 
al health, so that at the time of the ope- 
ration he weighed two hundred pounds. 

On the 6th of May, 1876, with the 
patient under the influence of chloro- 
form, I proceeded to perform supra- 
pubic lithotomy. The patient was laid 
upon his back on a low couch, with his 



feet hanging down and resting on the 
lower round of a chair, while I sat by 
his right side and made the first incision 
from above downward. As I expected 
the abdominal parietes to be thick, I 
made my cut about four inches in length. 

Some small arterial branches spouted 
a little blood, which was carefully 
sponged away, and, before entering the 
pelvic cavity further time was given for 
the general oozing to cease. After this, 
using the finger as a guide, and careful- 
ly slitting the tissues as I proceeded, the 
bladder wall was reached, the peritone- 
um being entirely avoided. 

The feet were then elevated to the 
top of the couch, a sound introduced 
through the urethra, and the bladder 
raised up between the lips of the incision. 
The amount of fatty tissue enveloping 
the viscus made it somewhat difficult to 
denude; but, as the peritoneum had 
been avoided, this was not deemed indis- 
pensable, and when fairly cleared it was 
seized with a tenaculum, punctured jusc 
below with a sharp-pointed bistoury, 
and then incised to a sufficient extent 
with a Blizard's knife upon a grooved 
director. 

The bladder had been ordered to be 
emptied before the administration of the 
anaesthetic, but the kidneys being in a 
very active state from the previous free 
use of diruetic and demulcent drinks, 
and the time required to produce anaes- 
thesia having been considerable, in ad- 
dition to that consumed in making the 
incisions, some urine was found to have 
accumulated, and a part of it escaped 
through the external wound. But as 
this was pretty well filled by the bladder 
as it was held up, the urine passed free- 
ly out. 

The finger was then introduced and 
the stone brought out upon its palmar 
surface. It was smooth, of a flat oval 
shape, and weighed one ounce and one 
drachm. 

The thickness of the abdominal walls 
made the wound appear formidable, and 
its closure promise difficulty. This, 
however, was not so great as was anti- 
cipated. 
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At this point of the operation I de- 
parted from the plan proposed in the 
article on Supra-pubic Lithotomy, in the 
Ant. Journal of Med. Sciences for July, 
1875 ; and instead of closing the bladder 
alone by the Lembert suture, I closed 
both tlie bladder and the parietea of the 
abdomen at once by that suture. That is 
to say, I passed a silver suture down 
through the wall of the abdomen into 
the cavity of the bladder, included a 
part of this and brought the wire back 
through the Bladder and abdominal wall 
on the* same side ; then I carried it 
across the incision, passed it down 
through the abdominal wall and bladder 
on this side, included a segment here, 
and brought it out as before and just 
opposite where it had first entered the 
tissues. Now, when the ends of the 
suture were drawn upon, the sides of 
the wound were approximated, but the 
edges of the incision in the bladder were 
inverted and their outer surfaces brought 
into contact while the mucous surfaces 
were turned inward, thus promoting 
union. 

The effect of this suture in common 
is to prevent infiltration of urine by 
keeping the bladder in close contact 
with the abdominal wall, while it also 
tends to secure general union by first in- 
tention and thereby speedy recovery. 

Of course one case is not sufficient to 
establish a rule, but the practical work- 
ing of this one tended to confirm me in 
my belief that the supra-pubic operation, 
performed in this way, with the neces- 
sary after care, may be more speedily 
recovered from, with less attending dan- 
ger, than the perineal. I am anxious 
for an opportunity to put this new fea- 
ture to a thorough test. I may mention, 
in this connection, that I prefer to have 
the bladder empty, and raise it with the 
sound, so that when the incision is made 
in it the urine shall not flow out into the 
wound, though it would do little harm 
if it does not infiltrate, or get between 
the bladder and abdominal wall. In an- 
other case I should make the first incis- 
ion from below upwards, because in this 
way the regional anatomy can be best 



observed and appreciated, and the cavity 
more readily entered near the pubesand 
the peritoneum avoided. 

An hour after the conclusion of the 
operation, the patient being in bed, I in- 
troduced an English catheter into the 
bladder, as I thought, but no urine flow- 
ed. Leaving him for a while, I was sent 
for in an hour or two with the announce- 
ment that he wished to pass water. I 
introduced the flexible catheter again, 
but no urine came, and when I withdrew 
the instrument he remarked that he 
thought he could pass it himself, and 
allowed it to flow, lying upon his side. 
While he was doing this there seemed to 
be a spasmodic action of the parts con- 
cerned in its expulsion, and there was a 
gush of urine from the wound. Being 
already sick from the effects of the chlo - 
roform, he now became faint, and look- 
ed quite ghastly for a little while. So I 
removed the strips of plaster and a su- 
perficial suture from the lower end of 
the wound to allow a free exit. I then 
instituted drainage by filling a small 
French catheter with water, passing it 
through the urethra into the bladder, 
and turning its end down into a cup 
placed between his legs. This was late 
in the afternoon. He had a somewhat 
restless # night, and on the following day 
some fever, which was easily controlled 
with veratrum. 

Late in the afternoon of the second 
day, being apprehensive of burrowing 
of urine between the bladder and pubes 
— although there was no local symptoms 
of it — I was induced to remove another 
suture — the lower deep one. Down to 
this point adhesion was taking place 
very nicely, and, had all the sutures been 
allowed to remain, I think the whole 
wound would have united as favourably 
as could have been wished. As it was, 
there was some gaping at the lower end 
from the severing of the adhesions that 
had taken place, which retarded recov- 
ery. At the expiration of ten days the 
catheter was finally removed, and he 
got on his feet and passed his urine per 
urethram. At this time all the remain- 
ing sutures were removed except one, 
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which was left in until the sixteenth day, 
when it was taken away, and the patient 
discharged cured. 

During the whole time there was no 
inflammation, nor swelling, nor indica- 
tion of burrowing, or abscess about the 
wound, and it seems to me clear that 
this method of closing the wound is far 
preferable, both in point of time and 
safety, to that of leaving either one or 
both wounds open. — Amer. Jour. Med. 
Sciences. 



MO. 



HYDRASTIS CANADENSIS IN 
UTERINE HEMORRHAGE, AND 
MENORRHAGIA; AND ALSO 
IN DYSMENORRHEA. 

BY W. A. GORDON, M.D., HANNIBAL, 

I have not seen Hydrastis Canadensis 
prominently spoken of in the leading 
text-books, as a reliable agent in hem- 
orrhage, from any of the mucous sur- 
faces, or in any respect worthy of espe- 
cial notice, further than as a good bitter 
tonic; and recommended in a general 
way as possessing merit in chronic dis- 
eases of the mucous membranes. 

During the past ten years, I have 
made quite extensive use of hy drastis 
prepared in the form of tincture from the 
fresh root, with such positive and satis- 
factory results in uterine hemorrhage, 
that I now seldom resort to any other 
remedy. 

The tincture I use is prepared after 
the following formula : 

R. Rad. hydras, can. (fresh) - ozii. 
Aq. dest. - - - Oj. 

Maintain at a temperature of 120° F., 
for 24 hours ; then add spts. rec. Oj. — 
remove from the bath — and in three 
days it is ready for use. In those ur- 
gent cases where I formerly resorted to 
half-drachm and drachm doses of the 
fluid extract of ergot every twenty or 
thirty minutes, I now use the tincture of 
hydrastis in doses of from twenty to 
thirty drops, repeated the same as ergot, 
until the active hemorrhage is controlled. 
The remedy is then continued in small 



doses — say two to five drops— every two 
to four hours, according to the urgency 
of the symptoms. In cases of marked 
prostration from loss of blood, I com- 
bine with the hydrastis the tincture cin- 
chonae flavae, in small doses, say from 
five to eight drops, which combination 
seems to produce a quiet and gradual 
contractility of both muscular fibres and 
capillary vessels of the womb ; and ef- 
fects a more natural and comfortable re- 
action from the extreme prostration at- 
tending this class of cases, together with 
an entire absence of cerebral and gastric 
disturbances which are so frequently 
concomitant symptoms following the ad- 
ministration of large doses of ergot 

In menorrhagia, I have found \t to 
give decided and prompt relief. In this 
class of cases, I am in the habit of giv- 
ing from two to five drops of the above 
tincture of hydrastis in a teaspoonful of 
water every two or three hours, or of- 
tener, and in larger doses if the urgency 
of the symptoms demands it. After 
the flow is brought to its normal quality, 
the minimum dose is continued twice a 
day until the next period of menstrua- 
tion, when, if the excessive discharge 
recurs, resort again to longer and more 
frequent doses, until it is brought under 
control. 

In dysmenorrhea, caused by chronic 
endo -metritis, the tincture of hydrastin 
with bromine has given me very satisfac- 
tory results. 

In the use of bromine as an internal 
therapeutical agent, I have observed 
persons of a nervous temperament are 
highly susceptible to its influence. I 
would here incidentally remark, that 
during our late war, I had occasion to 
use it quite extensively in the military 
hospitals of the Department of Ken- 
tucky, under the direction of Dr. M. 
Goldsmith, late surgeon U. S. A., and 
my observations there were such that in 
the majority of cases treated with bro- 
mine — which were hospital gangrene 
and erysipelas — the doses recommended 
and administered internally were not at- 
tended with as good results as much 
smaller doses, frequently repeated. See 
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U. S. Dispensatory for preparation and 
dose. 

In some cases, classified under the 
head neuroses, and especially those aris- 
ing from diseased conditions of the pro- 
creative system, I have known one- 
twentieth the dose directed by the U. 
S. Dispensatory produce violent head- 
ache, ranging from the frontal sinus 
along the track of the longitudinal sinus 
down to the base of the brain, with a 
marked increase of pulse in volume and 
frequency. In one instance the pulse 
was increased fifteen beats per minute, 
which lasted about two hours before it 
began to decrease, and did not resume 
its normal beat until the expiration of . 
seven hours, from the time the dose was 
administered. This case was a nervous 
female afflicted with endo-metritis. 

In these nervous susceptible cases, I 
have met with some that could not tol- 
erate over ten drops of the following 
solution, four times a day, without stim- 
ulation and headache : 

R. Bromini, gt. j. 
Aq. dest. Oj. M. 

If a much larger dose than the above 
is continued lor several weeks it will al- 
most positively produce membranous dys- 
menorrhea. 

The formula I am now using in sev- 
eral cases of endo-metritis, is to take 
equal parts of the above aqueous solu- 
tion of bromine and tincture hydrastis, 
and give fifteen to twenty drops of the 
mixture three times a day, and if rest- 
less at night, give a dose at bed -time. 

My reasons for being somewhat ex- 
plicit on the internal administration of 
bromine, is from the fact that its potency 
has so limited its use, that comparatively 
few members of the profession have ev- 
er given it a trial. 

But if given in small doses, such as 
suggested above, or even smaller, I am 
satisfied that it is a remedy of mote than 
ordinary merit as an alterative and stim- 
ulant to the procreative system, and at 
no distant day will be found to possess 
great value as a remedy for increasing 
cell action in the nerve centres control- 
ing the sexual system of man. 



EPITHELIAL CANCER OF THE 
LIPS AND FACE. 



Professor Busch, of Bonn, in a com- 
munication to the Congress of German 
Surgeons, began by stating the theory 
ot Thiersch, according to which this 
form of cancer originates in a disturb- 
ance of the equilibrium between the ep- 
idermis and the connective tissue. Can - 
cer of the scrotum and of the breast 
would also come under this head. The 
majority of such cancers occur in the 
face and lips. The disease originates in 
an induration, which grows from the 
surface inwards, often no notice being 
taken of it at the commencement. It 
looks at first quite harmless, and is, es 
pecially on the lips, scarcely visible when 
it commences. Chronic cases begin 
with the growth of a horny sub- 
stance on the skin. When this is re- 
moved, a bleeding surface is found. Af- 
ter removing this with the blade of a 
knife, a number of roots are seen pene- 
trating into the skin. Still deeper, 
small scales of epidermis are discovered 
pierced by the epithelium roots, which 
penetrate deeper and deeper into the 
tissues. This progress is mostly observ- 
ed on the skin of the aged, and the 
origin of the disease is very often proven 
to be of an external, perhaps of a chem- 
ical nature. Whether the presence of 
such a layer of horny substance is alone 
sufficient to produce cancer, is a ques- 
tion not yet settled. After removing 
this horny substance by softening it 
with a solution of soda, and then keep- 
ing the place well moistened and clean 
with the same fluid, the slight excava- 
tion will be seen to disappear, and even 
the epidermis will grow again. Profes- 
sor Volkman some time ago pointed out 
the favorable influence of cleanliness in 
similar affections. 

Professor Busch removes at first the 
horny substance, and, after the extirpa- 
tion of the cancer, directs that the spot 
and its surroundings should be well 
washed with the solution of soda. He 
lays great stress upon this, for, on oper- 
ating on even the worst cases of this 
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form of cancer, one can scarcely tell 
which are the sound and which are the 
diseased portions. A patient, who had 
been cured of rodent ulcer, discontinu- 
ed these washings after a year. But a 
few months later the scab reappeared, 
and under it the swollen surface. An- 
other case is still more instructive. Af- 
ter extirpation of a cancer, the washings 
were soon neglected. Immediately af- 
terwards a new scab formed on the lip. 
Washing was commenced again, and 
again discontinued. Finally, a new ex- 
tirpation became necessary. Washing 
of the lips with the alkaline lotion is effi- 
cacious only at the beginning of a case ; 
it has been observed to be of the greatest 
service in cases of rodent ulcer of the 
face. There can be no doubt that the 
moist morphoea and many other diseases 
of the skin are to be considered as the 
beginnings of epithelioma. Of special 
importance in this class of cases is the 
cancer in the breasts of elderly women. 
Deposits of horny substance are very 
often observed, and beneath them en- 
larged milk- vessels ; and it is extremely 
likely that cancer of the mamma very 
often takes its origin from these deposits. 

Where there is hereditary predisposi- 
tion, Professor Busch recommends extir- 
pation of such deposits, which are often 
apt to cause injurious pressure. He 
has observed the development of cancer 
out of simply a horny deposit. The 
disease begins with the obstruction of 
the milk-vessels by epithelial masses, and 
its progress is to be arrested by prevent- 
ing these obstructions from taking place. 
Professor Busch mentioned a case in 
which thick layers of the epidermis cov- 
ered the nipple. Alter disolving them 
with a solution of soda, he succeeded, 
by using slight pressure, in removing * 
from the openings of the milk-canals 
diminutive white plugs, consisting of 
epithelium in a state of fatty degenera- 
tion. This treatment was continued for 
three months, and during this time an 
induration that had some time previous- 
ly been discovered in the breast also 
disappeared. 

Such success, however, is to be ex- 



pected only in recent cases. Professor 
Busch's communication concluded with 
the following propositions : 1. The be- 
ginning of a destructive epithelial can- 
cer is in many cases a simple epithelial 
deposit on the surface. 2. The disease 
in this state is to be cured by continued 
local treatment (washing with the soda 
solution). 3. This treatment may also 
be successful in some favorable cases of 
carcinoma of the skin of the face, even 
where ulcers already exist. 4. In many 
cases recurrence after extirpation may 
be prevented by washing th« scar and 
its surroundings with alkaline lotion. 5. 
A very desirable precaution is the re- 
moval of the layers of epithelium that 
are sometimes to be found on the breasts 
of elderly females. — Med. Examiner, 
April 26, 1877. 



BELLADONNA IN DYSENTERY. 



BY Q. C. SMITH, M.D., CLOVER DALE, CAL. 



Deeming it unnecessary for us to 
speak at length of the manifold remedial 
virtues that have been, and are, attrib- 
uted to belladonna, or to mention the 
numerous painful maladies which its 
proper administration will more or less 
relieve, we will endeavor to give, in a 
concise manner, the results of several 
years of our experience in its use in the 
treatment of dysentery. 

Believing it is rarely used in the treat- 
ment of dysentery, and believing it to 
be the most potent agent within our 
reach for relieving this painful disease, 
we would earnestly call the attention of 
physicians to this special application of 
this valuable medicine. We have no 
stereotype formula by which we pre- 
scribe belladonna in dysentery, but com- 
bine it, or accompany its use, with such 
other remedies as may be indicated in 
any given case. One of our favorite 
combinations of it is as follows : 

R. Fl. ext. belladonnae, dr. j. 

Elix. calisayce, oz. iss. 

Syr. Ipecac.,. oz. ss. 

M. Ft. Sol. S.— Half to one tea- 
spoonful every one, two, or three hours, 
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until griping pains are relieved ; using 
at the same time, externally, a liniment 
made thus : 

R. Fl. ext aconite, 

Chloroform, aa oz.ss. 

Hoffman's anodyne, 
Glycerine, aa cz.j. 

M. Ft. Sol. S. — Moisten a thin cloth ' 
with the* liniment and spread it over ev- 
ery part of the painful region; cover it 
closely with thick paper, allowing it to 
remain until the skin is almost blistered. 

In most cases of dysentery, we com- 
mence treatment by giving small and 
oft-repeated doses of sulphate of mag- 
nesia, until the bowels move freely ; and 
if the pains are severe, give the bella- 
donna mixture, and use the liniment at 
the same time. After the power of the 
disease has been broken, should the pa- 
tient be much debilitated, we frequently 
prescribe the following tonic mixture : 

R. Elix. calisayae, 

Elix. valerinate ammoniac, oz.j. 
Tinct. nucis vomicae,. dr.ij. 

M. Ft. Sol. S. — Half tablespoonful 

three or four times a day. 

. 

By way of assurance to those who 
are not much in the habit of using bel- 
ladonna, we would yy, we have never 
seen any permanent injury result from 
the slight delirium, which is more alarm- 
ing than dangerous, that is often caused 
by its use. And its full remedial effect, 
in some cases, is not manifest until slight 
delirium or disturbance of vision is pro- 
duced. A temporary cessation of the 
use of belladonna, for a few hours, and 
a moderate use of alcoholic stimulants, 
will relieve the delirium, after which the 
disease — dysentery — rarely gives much 
trouble. 

We have treated acute dysentery ac- 
cording to the direction of several of the 
classical authorities, but the plan we 
have briefly outlined has been more sat- 
isfactory than any other with which we 
are acquainted. — Nashiille Jour, of Med. 
and Surg. 



THERAPEUTIC VALUE OF HY- 
DRATE OF CHLORAL IN CER- 
TAIN FORMS OF CONVULSIVE 
DISORDER. 



BY DR. CHARLES A. RAYNE. 



In the number of the Lancet fot March 
13th, 1875, I reported a case of convul- 
sions in a child under the care of Dr. 
Acland, at the Radcliffe Infirmary, Ox- 
ford, which readily yielded to treatment 
by hydrate of chloral after failure of the 
usual remedies, and in which the cure, 
so far as could be afterwards discovered, 
was complete and permanent. 

The case presented the following dis- 
tinctive features: The patient, a boy 
aged five, was of lively and intelligent 
disposition, and of good general health. 
The attacks followed, and were attributed 
to a blow upon the head, though it was 
discovered that entozoa were present in 
the intestine, the removal of which, how- 
ever, failed to have more than an incom- 
plete and temporary effect in the cure 
of the disorder. The convulsions were 
very frequent, often numbering twenty 
to thirty in twenty-four hours, but short 
in duration, and singularly abrupt and 
sudden, both in onset and termination. 
They occurred both night and day, and 
were attended with absolute loss of con 
sciousness, and with muscular phenora 
ena which corresponded very closely 
with such as were artificially obtained by 
Professor Ferrier on stimulation of cer- 
tain frontal and parietal convolutions of 
some of the lower animals. 

I have recently had under my care, at 
the Manchester General Hospital for 
Children, a case which presents many 
features in common with the above, and 
which also yielded to hydrate of chloral 
treatment after the failure of other rem- 
edies. 

J. A., a girl aged nine, was admitted 
on May 23d, with convulsive attacks. 
These commenced a year ago, without 
known cause, and occurred then to the 
number of three or four in the day. 
They disappeared under medical treat- 
ment in the course of three months, but 
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reappeared about six months ago with 
much increased frequency, and though 
she has since this time been under the 
care in succession of several medical 
meni in the town, there has been no im- 
provement* tlef mothet was subject to 
"fits" three years ago, in which she 
fell down and lost her consciousness, 
these occurring two. or three times in 
the day, but disappearing at the end of 
four months. The rest of the family, 
which is a large one, are healthy. 

The patient is a healthy-looking, well- 
nourished girl, quick and intelligent in 
her general appearance, and in her an- 
swers to inquiries. There is no affection 
of the heart or kidneys discoverable, 
nor reason to suspect the presence of 
entozoa, or other sources of internal ir- 
ritation. The attacks' number about fif- 
teen in the twenty-four hours, and occur 
both night and day, at pretty regular 
intervals of one to two hours. Several 
were carefully watched. There is not 
the slightest aura of any description, 
the fit coming on at once without any 
warning in the middle of any occupa- 
tion she may be engaged in. The onset 
is so sudden that it is impossible to de- 
cide what group of muscles is first af- 
fected. The attack is limited chiefly to 
the upper part of the body, and is not 
unilateral. The head is drawn down, 
and both sterno mastoids are rigid. Both 
arms become rigid in semi extension, 
and are seized with a tremulous motion. 
The facial muscles are unaffected, so far 
as can be seen ; the eye-balls are motion- 
less and straight, the pupils being some- 
what dilated and conjunctivae insensible. 
A groaning kind of noise is made dur- 
ing the time the fit lasts (about one min- 
ute), respiration being labored and rapid, 
and apparently taking place through a 
contracted glottis. Recovery is rapid 
and complete, there being no after drow- 
siness, headache, or intellectual confu- 
fusion. From examination during the 
attack, as well as a careful questioning 
of the patient, it appears that conscious- 
ness is entirely suspended during the 
attack. 

Patient was at first kept quietly in 



bed without medicine, with the view of 
testing the effect of a regulated condi- 
tion of living. There being no improve- 
ment, on the 26th bromide of potassium, 
in five-grain doses, thrice daily, was or- 
dered ; on the 29th, ten-grain doses of 
tHe medicine, thrice daily, were given, 
and on the 30th one drachm at a single 
dose. This treatment had not the slight- 
est effect of any kind ; the attacks re- 
mained the same in character and dura- 
tion, and still numbered abont fifteen in 
the twenty-four hours. Tincture of bel- 
ladona was then given in five minim 
doses every six hours, and was increased 
on June 1st to eight minims. The fits 
now numbered from fourteen to eighteen! 
in twenty-four hours, and were unaltered^ 
in character and duration. 

June 3. Patient took eight grains of 
chloral hydrate at 5 p. m., and had no* 
fits during the next seven hours (about 
the length of time in myself of a sleep 
produced by the drug, and which per- 
haps is connected with its period of 
elimination from the body). There was 
no sleepiness after the chloral. From 
midnight to 10 a. m. there were seven 
fits. Always sleeps well at night. 

5th/ There has been no further dose 
of chloral given, and the patient has had 
in the last twenty-four hours twenty- 
three fits, which bangs up the average 
for the two days to fifteen again. Or- 
dered five grains of the chloral twice 
daily, at 10a.m. and 4 p.m. 

8th. Has had five fits each day, and 
these occurred always during the night 
hours, from 11 p.m. to 5 a.m., except 
on the 7th, when there was a fit in the 
day time, evidently due to disturbance 
caused by a small dose (one drachm) of 
castor oil, for it occurred half an hour 
afterwards, and on this day the fits num- 
bered seven in the day. Ordered five 
grains every six hours, commencing at 

10 A. M. 

12th. Has had from three to four fits 
each day, all occurring in the early 
morning hours, from 1 t6 6 a.m. The 
night doses at 10 p. m. and 4 a.m., or- 
dered to be increased to ten grains. Al 
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ways sleeps well at night, notwithstand- 
ing the fits. 

21st Up to the 16th patient had one 
to two fits each night, but since this 
time there have been none. Ordered 
five grains of chloral at 10 p.m. and 4 
a.m.; none during the day. 

25th. There has been no fit ; ordered 
to stop the chloral altogether, 

July 10th. There has been no return 
of the fits since June 16th, and patient 
is discharged apparently in every way 
healthy. — Lancet. 



Abstracts and Gleanings. 

Dental Irritation — Bromide Potass. 
For. — Charles W. Oleson, M. D., in a 
paper read before the Columbus Acade- 
my of Medicine, says : While many dis- 
pute the assertion that the irritation of 
the gums during dentition is at all liable 
to cause any disturbance of the general 
nutrition, or any sympathetic abnormal 
action of the alimentary canal, another 
class, with equal opportunities for obser- 
vation, as confidently assert their opinion 
to the contrary. During the. summed 
months cases are frequently seen in 
which attention having been previously 
given to the proper alimentation and 
thermometrical protection of the child, 
the vomiting, diarrhoea, and nervous dis- 
turbance still continue. 

How caif we account for this upon any 
other hypothesis, especially when we find 
the gums tense and livid, and suitable 
attention to them is rapidly followed by 
relief of the trouble. Instead of being a 
purely natural process, devoid of any in- 
jurious tendency, I believe it to be a 
prime factor^in the genesis of these sum- 
mer complaints. 

To relieve this tendency, I have em- 
ployed, with constantly increasing satis- 
faction during the last seven years, a 
treatment recommended by Dr. Caro in 
a paper read before the New York County 
Medical Society. While this treatment 
may be familiar to all, yet so important 
is it that I will read what he says upon 
this point, for if there is one of my hear- 



ers to-night to whom it is not known, 
the time will be well spent : 

" In the most severe cases of odontitis, 
either with or without ulcerated gums 
and loosened bowels, I have never failed 
to relieve the child by the local applica- 
tion of brom. potass. Almost immedi- 
ately after the first rubbing on the gums, 
from being turgid, swollen and red, they 
assume their natural color, and a certain 
amount of ease is felt. Saliva com- 
mences to dribble, and, as if by enchant- 
ment, agitation, carpo-pedal involuntary 
motion, vomiting, and looseness of the 
bowels disappear. As the vomiting and 
diarrhoea in this case are not the conse- 
quence of gastro-enteritis, but of an ex- 
citement of the stomach and intestinal 
mucous membrane, owing to the inflamed 
condition of the gums, I suppose it will 
never be cured either by the scarification 
of the gums, or by astringents or ano- 
dynes, as well as by brom. potass." 

While I find this most satisfactory, I 
cannot agree with Dr. Caro as to the 
rapidity of the relief, and so in cases 
where there is no time to lose, I draw 
my gum lancet over the gum, cutting 
down to the tooth, and then give the 
bromide as supplementary treatment. 

I have rapidly glanced at the agents 
most active in causing the departure 
from health in these sejrious and common 
complaints, and have directed attention 
to the measures applicable to their relief. 
Besides these measures I have resorted 
to medication but rarely, except in the 
case of one drug, the potass, bromide. 
This drug seems particularly adapted to 
the hyperaesthetic condition in children, 
and decidedly so when there is a ten- 
dency to irritation of the mucous mem- 
brane with increased secretion. . 

Different writers, commenting upon 
the bromide, give its action as follows : 

Laborde says : " It exercises a pre- 
dominant, and, to a certain degree, an 
elective, action on the nervous system, 
and especially upon the phenomena of 
reflex action." 

Clark and Amory say : " It is a vas- 
cular and nervous sedative." " Its pri- 
mary effect in passing out of the system 
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is to diminish all the secretions save the 
urine." 

Bell, United States Army, says : "It 
is an anaesthetic to the nerves of the 
mucous membrane, and a depressor of 
their action." 

Bartholow recognizes "diminution of 
sensibility of mucous membrane, which 
he considers is in part due to a local ac- 
tion of the salt in beng eliminated." 

So great has been my confidence in it 
as appropriate treatment to the condi- 
tions present in the outset of these dis- 
eases, that I administer it on their ap 
pearance from whatever cause, even go- 
ing so far as to recommend my patrons 
to have a solution on hand, and upon 
the appearance of restlessness in the 
child order this sedative to be used. 
This is a solution of the bromide in syrup 
and water, so compounded that each 
teaspoonful represents one grain of the 
salt, the dose necessarily depending upon 
the age and susceptibility of the child. 

As an adjunct to proper alimentation, 
protection from the effects of great heat, 
and supervision of the process of denti- 
tion, it acts as well as we can expect any \ 
one drug in any one condition. 

Tuberculosis— Transmissible.— A. N. 
Bell, M.D., in Sanitarian, says: "That 
tuberculosis is transmissible, is a fact 
well determined in late years by direct 
experiments; and this has, besides its 
scientific significance, a practical impor- 
tance of such weight, that every contri- 
bution to the explanation of this, in 
many respects, obscure subject, is cer- 
tainly most desirable. And of this class 
are the experiments in this veterinary 
school in relation to the transmissibility 
of tuberculosis." 

Fleming, in his recent masterly work 
on Veterinary Sanitary Science, besides 
noticing the experiments of Professors 
Gerlach and Leisering, in the Veterina- 
ry Schools of Berlin and Dresden, men- 
tions several other veterinarians who are 
similarly engaged, and nearly all show 
conclusive evidence of the infectiousness 
of tuberculosis by the digestive organs. 
Villemin, Klebs, and others have also 



successfully produced tuberculosis in 
rabbits, guinea-pigs and other animals, 
by inoculation with tuberculous matter, 
and in like manner demonstrated its 
contagiousness. Chauveau and Saint- 
Cyr, of the Veterinary School of Lyons, 
have done the same thing in calves and 
heifers. Harms and Gunther, of the 
Hanover Veterinary School, and Bagg, 
of the Coper hagen School, by feeding 
animals with the flesh and lungs of a 
tuberculous pig and a phthisical cow ; 
Zurn, of Jena, in pigs, by first feeding 
them with the milk, and subsequently 
with the flesh of a phthisical cow. 
Viseur, of Arras, has been equally suc- 
cessful with cats. One of these animals, 
after death, was found to have all the 
lymphatic glands enormously enlarged, 
the mesenteric glands increased in size, 
and the lungs studded with white, hard 
tubercles. These cats ate the tubercu- 
lous matter voluntarily. 

Hypodermic Injections of Morphine 
in the Reduction of Inguinal Her- 
nias. — Dr. Philippe, of Saint-Mande, 
recommends the use of hypodermic in- 
ections of morphine in recent cases of 
strangulated inguinal hernia, and reports 
three cases in which he administered 
them with excellent results. Taxis had 
been previously tried in vain, but after 
the injection of from one- third :o one- 
half grain of morphine, it was resumed 
and proved entirely successful. One of 
the patients was an old mm, ninety years 
of age, who was afflicted with a volu- 
minous, irreducible inguinal hernia on 
the right side. During a paroxysm of 
coughing, a fresh loop of intestine was 
forced into the sac. The injections of 
morphia, however, can only prove ser- 
viceable at an early period after the 
descent of the intestine ; at a later period 
they are far less valuable than anaesthet- 
ics, which not only relax spasm, but, if 
necessary, permit of an immediate resort 
to operation. — /> Mouvement Medical. 

Nocturnal Cramp.— A member writes : 
"I am very glad to find that J. E. C, 
M.D., has found some benefit from 
Howard's bicarbonate of soda. He has 
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lain many nights studying cramp in his 
own person. It proceeds, he says, from 
excessive acidity, not only of the stom- 
ach, but of the whole bowel tract ; and 
when it seems to have reached its height 
the extensor tendons have nearly dislo- 
cated the great toe. Then it is that 
relief is at once obtained by taking half 
a drachm to two drachms of the soda. 
Before he found this remedy useful, many 
things had been tried. In less than 
thirty seconds the cramp disappears, 
leaving a soreness that soon passes away. 
It has been prescribed by him in numer 
ous cases, and the result has been always 
satisfactory. — Brit Med. Jour. 

Psolapsus Recti. — This is a rare con- 
dition among children. It is of varying 
grades, as of part of the mucous mem- 
brane, or the whole of the rectum up to 
the sigmoid flexure. The latter is usu- 
ally after the former has been allowed to 
pass unnoticed for a long time. In most 
cases, however, we find only a partial 
prolapse occuring after constipation. 
Catarrh of the large intestine may be a 
cause of prolapse, by the frequent 
stools and the tenesmus occurring coin- 
cidentally with the wasting of the mus- 
cular part of the intestine. In rachitic 
children with such a catarrh, it not in- 
frequently occurs disappears for awhile, 
and reappears with the exacerbation of 
the catarrh. Such cases are best treated 
by treating the intestinal catarrh, and by 
irrigation of the intestine with water, 
beginning with a temperature of 24° to 
22° (C), and descending to that of-fresh 
spring water. 

In chionic cases, astringent irrigation 
with solutions of alum and tannin should 
be used. 

Such are also benefitted by local treat- 
ment with cauterants. The prolapsed 
bowel may be lightly touched with ni- 
trate of silver in substance, making a 
circle round it and radiating lines along 
the axis of the intestine ; after this it 
should be replaced and confined with a 
suitable bandage. This should be re- 
newed every three days for three or four 
weeks. If such proceedings do not ef- 



fect a cure, one should use the hot iron, 
especially when the prolapse has lasted 
long and the sphincter ani is paralyzed. 
The irons used used should be small, 
and applied at the line where the mucous 
membrane covers the common sphincter. 
Strychnia and nux vomica by hypoder- 
mic injection, or suppository, he does 
not think of much value. 
The replacement of a prolapsed rec- 
. turn requires care. If a child is alarmed 
and screams and strains, it is best to an- 
aesthetize him first. One must not mal- 
treat the intestine with futile manipula- 
tions. When the intestine is replaced, 
it should be secured with a retainer of 
some sort. Dr. Monti uses, and thinks 
better than any of the more complicated 
appliances, a series of strips of adhesive 
plaster, which cross over the mons ven- 
eris and anus, constituting a sort of arti- 
ficial sphincter. Through the part op- 
posite the anus he cuts a hole, througli 
which the stools pass quite well, and 
yet the application prevents the protru- 
sion of the rectum. — Phil. Med. Times., 
Aug. 4, 1877. 

Guar an a in Migraine. — A corres- 
pondent writes to the British Medical 
Journal ; Having used guarana in a great 
many cases, I have come to the follow- 
ing conclusions : 

1. True migraine, characterized by 
acute frontal pain, commencing on one 
side, occasionally both, or going from 
one side to the other, usually lasting 
from twenty-four to forty-eight hours, 
with or without sickness, and relieved 
or cured by sleep, whether caused by 
errors in diet or not, will almost invaria- 
bly yield to it. 

2. In young persons, in whom the 
habit is only commencing, not only does 
it cure each individual attack, but, by 
persevering, the habit itself is broken. 

3. One cause of failure is the small- 
ness of the dose, so that, in many cases 
in which it has been tried before and 
failed, an increase of the dose has been 
followed by cure. Twenty-five grains of 
the powder is my usual dose for an adult 
female, half a drachm for a man ; less, 
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of course, for younger cases, repeating 
in one or two hours, if necessary. — 
Lonis. Med. News. 

Tong Pang Chong. — Dr. Murray, in 
British Med. Jour., says of this Chinese 
remedy : 

I have submitted some of the root, 
through the kindness of my friend Dr. 
Hooker, to Mr. Jackson, the curator of 
the Kew Museum, who pronounces it to' 
be " the produce of a Berberideous plant, 
and nearly identical with Akebia quinata 
(Decaisne)." Mr. John Thomson of 
.King's College has extracted from the 
tincture a crystalline substance, which 
may prove to be allied to chrysophanic 
acid, and so account for its action. 

I shall not pretend to enter into any 
explanation of the rationale of its cura- 
tive power, but limit myself to the 
statement that I have, used it in hundreds 
of cases, often with almost magical effect, 
and that it is now much employed in the 
East.. It is necessary, however, to dis- 
criminate in selecting the cases in which 
to test its value. I have found it most 
useful in tinea circinata, where the cir- 
cular margin of the disease is maintained; 
and perhaps it is even more successfully 
used in that very troublesome form of 
eczema (tinea ?), which attacks the inside 
of the thighs and perineum, and the parts 
around the anus, which I have known 
to resist every description of treatment, 
internal and external, even in the most 
experienced hands ; and I may add that 
both in this and other forms of disease, 
I have found it succeed where the Goa 
powder had completely failed. 

It is used in the form of a tincture 
prepared by mascerating the root in the 
impure native spirit called arrack. May 
be prepared with alcohol as well. 

The method of application which I 
follow is to paint the part over by means 
of a camers-Tiair pencil three times, al- 
lowing it to dry between each coat, and 
this is done every night at bedtime, un- 
til the part resumes its natural appear- 
nee. 



Some Remarks on the Introduction of the 
Whole Hand into the Rectum, is the 
title of a valuable paper by Mr. W. J. 
Walsham. The author makes the fol- 
lowing remarks, deduced from the ex- 
amination of four cases on the living 
body and twelve experiments on dead 
bodies : 

1. " That the hand, if small, can be 
introduced into the rectum of both male 
and female without fear of rupture of 
the sphincter or incontinence of feces. 

2. ' ' That the dilatation of the sphinc- 
ter should be very gradual, five minutes 
at least being allowed for its accomplish- 
ment. 

3. " That no pain or inconvenience is 
experienced by the patient as an after- 
result of the operation. 

4. "That when once through the 
sphincter, the windings of the gut should 
be followed very cautiously by a semi- 
rotatory movement of the hand, and by 
alternate semi-flexing and extending the 
fingers. 

5. "That in many cases the hand can 
be passed into the sigmoid flexure, and 
possibly, in rare instances, into the de- 
scending colon. 

6. "That should the hand meet with 
a feeling of constriction about the junc- 
tion of the first and second pieces of the 
rectum, no force on any account should 
be used to overcome it, as this can only 
be accomplished by rupturing the peri- 
toneum, which is here reflected from the 
intestine. 

7. " That this method of investigation 
is of use in detecting a stricture high up 
the rectum or in the sigmoid flexure of 
the colon, but that a stricture below the 
descending colon may exist although 
the hand may be unable to discover it 

We believe Mr. Walsham *s investiga- 
tions on the point he has chosen for his 
paper calculated to do a great deal of 
good in throwing light on some obscure 
pelvic maladies. — Amer. Jour. Medical 
Sciences. 

The Poison of Small-Pox. — In the 
session of the French Academy of April 
30th, Messrs. Pasteur and Joubert made 
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an important communication on the na 
ture of the poison of small-pox (hemor- 
rhagic variety). They have succeeded 
in propagating the bacteria, which are 
contained in the blood during this dis- 
ease, outside of the living organism, in 
"dead" liquids; and they found that 
their vitality remained unimpaired, even 
after repeated transplantation. Such an 
infected solution may be filtered by 
means of appropriate apparatus, and 
completely freed from bacteria, so as to 
become entirely inert. During the ar- 
tificial propagation of these bacteria in 
clear solutions, no microscopic granula- 
tions appear to be formed, at least even 
under the most powerful lens, no organ- 
ized or amorphous substances can be 
traced outside of the bacteria. These 
facts make it highly probable that the 
poison of small-pox is a bacterion, and 
not a virus. — Ber. d. Deutsche Ch. G. t 
1877, 1171. 

Effects of Pilocarpine used Hypo- 
dermically. — Frohnmuller finds that 
crude pilocarpine, a reddish-brown ex- 
tract of weak alkaline reaction, imper- 
fectly soluble in water, easily dissolved 
in alcohol, in pill form, 0.016 to 0.02. 
grm. (J to £ grain), produces the same 
effect as an infusion of 5 grammes (80 
grains) of jaborandi leaves, even in re- 
lation to the unpleasant after-effects. 
The muriate of pilocarpine, a crystalline 
substance of acid reaction, easily soluble 
in water, is, according to F. , very well 
adapted to subcutaneous injections. He 
injected i to J grain, and observed af- 
ter a few minutes the well known effects 
of jaborandi, profuse perspiration and 
salivation, disturbance of vision, partic- 
ularly for near objects, nausea, and even 
slight vomiting, and finally transitory in- 
crease of frequency in pulse and respi- 
ration. 

Pityriasis Capitis. — This disease has 
been cured by chloral, which not only 
calms the itching, but destroys the mor- 
bid epithelial production which consti- 
tutes the pellicle of the pityriasis. It 
has also been found beneficial in the 
itching of exzema, in vulvar prtiritis, 



and other pruriginous maladies. The 
parts affected should be bathed or lightly 
rubbed two or three times daily, with a 
mixture of hydrate of chloral one part, 
dissolved in twenty parts of distilled 
water ; it should not be dried with a 
towel. The application causes a slight 
heat and redness of the skin for a minute 
or two, and should be continued daily 
for a month or two, according to the 
obstinacy and chronicity of the malady. 
Dujardin-Beatmets, Z. Martineau. 

Jaborandi in Asthma. — Dr. Gubler 
succeeded in five cases in aborting the 
attack by giving an infusion of the 
leaves, relief being obtained as soon as 
its sialogogue and sudorific effect ap- 
peared. He found the jaborandi to pro- 
duce instantaneous amelioration of the 
asthmatic paroxysm of emphysema. To 
one man a cup of tepid infusion was ad- 
ministered during an excessive paroxysm 
of asthma, who fifteen minutes after- 
ward began sweating and expectorating. 
Almost immediately after this the respi- 
ration became easy, the patient declaring 
that the malady had been taken from him 
as with the hand. — Materia Medica. 

Bfnzoate Lithium in Gout. — 
The treatment of gout by benzoate 
of lithium is recommended by Trehyon, 
in the Rev. de Therap. Med.-Chir. This 
salt is unlike the other lithium com- 
pounds, easily soluble in water; further- 
ermore, the benzoic acid, being converted 
into hippuric acid, diminishes the elimi* 
nation of uric acid. Instead of the ih- 
soluble urates, easily soluble hippurates 
are formed, which are excreted with the 
urine. These theoretical considerations 
have been verified by experience. Dur- 
ing the continued use of benzoates of 
lithium, the gouty attacks become milder 
and less frequent, and the osteal pains 
disappear. — Memordbihen> July, 1877. 

Gasi ro-Elytrotomy. — This novel 
and singular operation, referred to by 
Dr. Thomas in his late work, is thus 
described by Dr. E. W. Jenks in a paper 
read before the Detroit Medical Associ- 
ation: 

" Gastro-elytrotoniy is so new a proce- 
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dure that statistics concerning it are ex- 
ceedingly limited, bat theoretically it is 
a simple operation and promises far more 
in its results than the Caesarean section 
or even cephalotripsy. It consists in 
making an incision just above and parallel 
with Poupart's ligament from the sym 
physis pubis to the anterior superior 
spine of the ilium, holding back the 
peritoneum as in the operation for liga- 
ture of the iliac arteries, opening the 
vagina at its junction with the cervix, 
and extracting the child by version/' 

To Relieve Morbid Thirst for Al- 
coholic Drink. — S. B. Merkel, M.D., 
of Philadelphia, writes to the Journal of 
Materia Medica as follows : 

"A tonic and stimulant which par- 
tially supplies the place of the accus- 
tomed liquor, and prevents the absolute 
moral and physical prostration that 
follows a sudden breaking off from the 
habitual use of stimulating drinks : 

R. Peppermint water oz. xij. 

Sulphate of iron gr. v. 

Spirits of nutmeg oz. ij. 

Valerianate of quinia...gr. ijss. 

S. Teaspoonful taken as often as the 
desire for strong drink returns. I have 
had frequent occasion to test its efficacy 
in many cases in my practice, and have 
found it uniformly successful. — Louisville 
Med, News. 

Simple Mode of Checking Epistaxis. 
— rThe Tribune Medicate says that even 
after plugging the nares, injection of 
perchloride of iron, etc., have failed, an 
emetic, given to the extent of pjoducing 
vomiting, will permanently check epis- 
taxis — lb. 

Protection Against Flies — For 
Doctors' Horses. — 

R. Linseed Oil dr. xij. 

Carbolic acid crystals... oz. ij. 

Glycerine dr. jss. 

Dissolve the glycerine and add the oil. 
Apply daily to legs, mane, tail, face, 
neck and flanks ; and the flies are driven 
off, much to the delight of the horses. — 
Canada Lancet. 



A New Preparation of Iodine. — 
Mr. J. Crouch Christopher calls atten- 
tion to a new preparation, which, he 
says, in his hands has proved to be more 
useful and to have fewer disadvantages 
than any other remedies of like nature in 
more general use. It consists of twelve 
grains of cinchona flava, one grain and 
a half of iodine in the form of hydriod- 
ic acid, and one grain of protoxide of 
iron to a fluid drachm of liquor. The fact 
that the iron compound remains in the 
state of proto-salt (whereby its value is 
enhanced), and that the liquor never, 
either by time or exposure, becomes 
inky through the action of the tannin in 
the bark, tends to show that there is 
something more in this case than a mere 
mixing of ingredients. 

The cases in which this preparation or 
compound has been found most useful 
were, for the most part, cases of second 
ary and tertiary syphilis, particularly 
those in which mercury had been lavish- 
ly used or abused — cases in which it was 
difficult to determine to what extent the 
diseased condition was due to syphilis, to 
the abuse of mercury, or to a combina- 
tion of both. Great benefit has been 
derived from its employment in cases of 
persistent and frequently recurring boils, 
at a time when what may be termed a 
furunculoid epidemic existed. 

It has been serviceable also in cases 
wherein it was important to give iodine 
in some form without incurring the risk 
of depressing the pa ient unnecessarily 
— such as cases of scrofula, anaemia, 
and glandular enlargement. Some of 
these, intolerant of the officinal prepar- 
ation of iodine, tolerated this, and were 
benefitted by it. — Phila. Med. Times. 

The Subcutaneous Injection of Mor- 
phia with Atropia. — Dr. Lagoda (SL 
Petersburg Med. Wochenschr.) employed 
the combined injection of morphia and 
atropine in two exquisitely painful cases 
of neuralgia, in one of which morphia 
given alone produced severe vomiting, 
headache and loss of appetite. Other 
anodynes and narcotics were of no de- 
cided benefit. One-twelfth grain of 
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morphia with one-fiftieth sjrain of atro- 
pine was then injected subcutaneously. 
Soon thereafter the pain ceased, quiet 
sleep set in, and on the following day 
the patient was free from navsea and 
headache ; the appetite remained good. 
These injections were continued at 
weekly intervals in the same doses- 
arid always with a similar effect. Atro, 
pia injected by itself remained without 
effect. — The Clinic. 

Nux Vomica in Opium-Poisoning.— 
Dr. H. H. Beck, of Sulphur Springs, 
Texas, writes to the Louisville Medical 
News: 

On Sunday night, the 29th July, at 
eleven o'clock, visited a child aged eight- 
een months, who, at six o'clock, the 
mother gave a grain and a half of sulph. 
morphia by mistake for quinine. I found 
the little patient with every symptom in 
its worst form from the drug. The pu- 
pils contracted to immovability; pulse 
not perceptible at* the wrists. I did not 
time respiration, but it was certainly 
much slower than I ever before wit- 
nessed. 

I used with the little patient stimulants, 
counter-irritation, strong coffee, in fact 
all the usual means in such cases, with- 
out any apparent effect. It being five 
miles in th e country, I had to send to 
my office rthe tincture of nux vomica, 
which arrived at precisely two o'clock 
a.m., at which time the little sufferer 
looked as if done with the things of earth. 
I immediately, on arrival of the tincture, 
proceeded by giving hyperdermically, 
eight drops of the officinal tinct. of nux 
vomica. Its action was more like magic 
than physic. In the space of three 
minutes the little one opened its eyes, 
and pushed my hand off of its arm. In 
the course of one hour's time I could see 
the effects of the morphine beginning to 
preponderate. I again gave eight drops 
more, and by eight o'clock a. m. I had 
given in all thirty-two drops (hyperder- 
mically) of the off. tinct nux vomica, the 
little one going on to recovery without 
an untoward symptom. 

I was induced to try the tincture from 
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seeing a case reported. Can unhesita- 
tingly say to the profession they need 
have no terror from opium-poisoning in 
future. 

The Rash Produced by Bromide of 
Potassium. — At a late society meeting 
in London, Dr. David Lees exhibited an 
infant, aged nine months, with a pro- 
nounced bromide rash. A month ago it 
had convulsions, and had five grains and 
a half of bromide of potassium given 
every three hours, under the opinion that 
it was suffering from acute hydrocephalus. 
Under this treatment the symptoms quite 
disappeared. The rash appeared in spots, 
like the points of acne, with a yellow 
spot in the centre. These spots then 
coalesced and formed patches; these 
patches again became covered with a 
crust, which was really a dried secretion. 
Where these crusts were exposed to 
friction, as on the neck, long papillae 
might be seen. These minute yellow 
spots were characteristic. In this case 
the rash came on as the bromide was 
being given up. The president remarked 
that it was curious how these rashes 
were produced in some persons, while 
others could take any amount of the 
bromide without any such result. — Med. 
and Surg, Reporter. 

Retention of Urine. — Dr. F. Fisch- 
er. (Madison, Wis.,) relates to Med. 
Brief \ the following method of relieving 
a case of retention of urine: 

" At the time of my examination re- 
tention had lasted 48 hours, the bladder 
was distended fully to the umbilicus, 
pain was excruciating, especially at in- 
tervals during the efforts at contraction 
of the bladder. The pulse was some* 
what accelerated, but not small; no 
symptoms of uraemia or peritonitis, but 
of considerable extension from pain and 
restlessness. Of course the inevitable 
indication was to empty the bladder. 
A number 6 catheter went in quite easy; 
but no urine was drawn. On withdraw- 
ing and examining it, it was found to be 
filled with coagula. A number 10 cath- 
eter was then used, which did not enter 
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as readily, owing to an enlargement of 
the prostrate ; but, although it was in- 
troduced up to its end, and the abdomen 
compressed with the palm of the hand, 
not a drop of urine would flow. I then 
used the kind of aspirator that I had 
been using at times years ago, when, on 
puncturing abscesses or cysts with the 
fraikart, the can ula would become plug- 
ged — namely, the rubber bulb of a com- 
mon injection pump. I fastened the 
bulb previously compressed by hand to 
the end of the catheter, and gradually 
relieving it, found it filled. When re- 
moved, the catheter would not drain, 
owing to a coagulum, which protruded 
from it several inches long ; but the bulb 
was filled with coagulated blood. The 
bulb was then emptied, and reapplied 
four times with the same result; but 
after that time, a full stream of bloody 
urine, of a very offensive odor, was flow- 
ing, and over a gallon of it discharged, 
to the great relief and blessing of the 
patient. 

The diagnosis in this case seems to 
me to be a little questionable. The pa- 
tient, who was 72 years old, but still re- 
markably robust, had been subject to re- 
tention at previous times, probably 
owing to enlarged prostrate. But what 
had caused the hemorrhage, whether 
ulceration of the bladder or injury by 
preceding attempts at catheterism, or 
rupture of blood vessels by over-exten- 
sion, I think is mere conjecture. The 
subsequent development of the case did 
Hot throw any more light on it. For 
two weeks, a limited hemorrhage with 
an actual retention of urine took place, 
which made the above described process 
necessary every day. During the next 
two weeks the catheter alone would 
drain the bladder ; but still there was 
some admixture of blood to the urine ; 
after that time, the urine became clear, 
and gradually the muscular action over- 
came the difficulty, so that patient, at 
the end of two weeks, was entirely re- 
stored, and is now enjoying good health. 
In this case, I suppose, if puncture had 
been resorted to, probably the same 
difficulty in removing the contents of 



the bladder would have been experienced 
besides the consequences of so serious a 
lesion." 

Taynya, a New Remedy for Syphilis 
and Scrofula. — The latest medical 
journals announce the discovery of a new 
remedy — the so-called Taynya — in the 
treatment of syphilis and scrofula. From 
a report made before the Congress of 
Physicians at Turin, is the following ab- 
stract : 

This agent, which is now in possession 
of the brothers Ubicini at Pavia, was 
found by one of them in a journey 
through Brazil, to have been used by 
the inhabitants of this land in the treat- 
ment of syphilis with success. He for- 
warded the roots of the plant to his 
brother in Pavia, who sold it to physi- 
cians, hospitals, and pharmaceutists, at 
the rate of 30.0 grm. for four marks. 

The plant grows in wild forests and 
on mountains, in stony regions, and often 
among coffee plants. All parts of it 
are efficacious, but the roots are prefer- 
able, and two alcoholic tinctures are 
prepared from them. The stronger of 
these tinctures — the tinctura madre — is 
used hypodermically, in gramme doses, 
and diluted with water as compresses 
and applications. For cataplasms, a 
decoction of the root is made. The 
weaker tincture — the tinctura diluta— 
consists of one part tinctura madre with 
three parts rectified spirits, and is given 
internally in doses of 2-20 drops two or 
three times a day. — Clinic. 

Hydrophobia Cured by a Rattle- 
snake Bite. — At the annual meeting of 
the Missouri Institute of Homeopathy 
held in May last, the proceedings of 
which are printed in the Medical Inves- 
tigator of Chicago, a new remedy for 
hydrophobia was proposed as follows; 
"Dr. Philo G. Valentine, of St. Louis, 
chairman of clinical medicine, read sev- 
eral papers of interest, one in particular, 
where hydrophobia was cured by the 
bite of a rattlesnake. A man had been 
bitten by a rabid dog, and when he felt 
the symptoms of hydrophobia coming 
on he went to his family and told them 
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that he must leave them, and they must 
shut the house and not let him in, as he 
might injure some member of the family. 
He accordingly went out, and came to 
a spring of water, thte sight of which 
threw him into convulsions, and while 
writhing on the ground was bitten by a 
rattlesnake, and almost instantly cured, 
and never troubled by the poison there- 
after." [?]— Pacific Med. Jour. 

TR.EMEDY FOR HOOPING- COUGH. — {LyOtt 

Medical No. 11, 1877.) M. Dervieux 
believes he has found a preservative 
means in aconite, associated with ipecac 
and cherry laurel water. This mixture 
is either a veritable preventive, or sim- 
ply an abortive. His formula is as fol- 
lows: 

Extract of aconite, .05 grammes — Jgr. nearly. 
Cherry laurel water, 4. u — 1 dr. 

Syrup of ipecac, 8. " — f dr. 

Mucilage 200. " — 6* oz. 

This is given as soon as the character- 
istic cough presents itself, in doses of a 
teaspoonful every hour, to young in- 
fants ; two teaspoonsful to those more 
than three years of age, and a teaspoon- 
ful to adults every hour. — Chicago Med. 
Jour, and Ex. 

A Means of Arresting Hooping- 
cough. — Lansinski recommends the in- 
sufflation into the larynx of the patient 
of a small quantity of a powder com- 
posed of 30 grains of salicylic aid, 15 
grains quinine, 7 grains of bicarbonate 
of soda, and 7 grains of sugar. This 
should be done twice daily, and the 
above quantity should last about ten 
days. He adopted this treatment in 
fifteen cases of severe hooping-cough, 
and were cured in periods varying from 
eight to thirty days. — (Deutsch. Med. 
Wochens.) — The Practitioner. 

Albuminate of iron, as a remedy in 
anaemia and chlorosis, deserves to be 
better known. It is soluble and more 
readily absorbed than any other organic 
or inorganic compound of iron. Partic- 
ularly good results have been obtained 
from its use in anaemic women. — Dr. 
Choisnard, in Gaz. des Hopitaux, June, 
1877. 



Pathology of uremia and the so* 

CALLED URjEMIC CONVULSIONS. — Dr. F. 

A. Mahomed, in the British Medical 
Journal for July, advances a new and 
very plausible theory to account for the 
convulsions of uraemia. In Blight's 
disease there is always a condition of 
high arterial tension, together with 
changes in the heart and arteries gener- 
ally. As a result of these, various hem- 
orrhages may occur from rupture of 
minute or larger blood-vessels; these 
often take place from or into the mucous 
membranes of the nose, intestinal tract, 
uterus, and, perhaps, air-passages and 
bladder. They are also known to occur 
below the serous membranes, as in the 
peritoneum, pleura, or pericardium. 
They are frequently seen in the retina, 
preceeding or accompanying "albumi- 
nuric retinitis." They are very common- 
ly seen in the brain, causing extensive 
hemorrhage ; it is, indeed, the most 
common cause of apoplexy. Small ca- 
pillary hemorrhages may, and do very 
frequently, occur in the brain as the re- 
sult of Bright's disease, and these hem- 
orrhages are the causes of the epilepti- 
form convulsions generally known as 
uraemic, and all the so-called uraemic 
symptoms are due to the results of high 
tension on the capillaries of the brain, 
producing rupture, of, or exudation from, 
them. The reason why this was not 
previously commonly observed is, that 
such hemorrhages usually occur in the 
grey matter of the convolutions, and 
that it is manifestly impossible that all 
the convolutions of the brain should be 
examined for minute punetiform hemor- 
rhages, whose very existence was not 
even suspected. Several cases are re- 
ported in detail where the evidences of 
both recent and old hemorrhages seemed 
to have been the cause of the epilepti- 
form convulsions prior to death. 

While bearing in mind the miliary an- 
eurisms described by Charcot and Bou- 
chard, and also the similar true and dis- 
secting aneurisms of the small 'cerebral 
vessels (especially those of the cortex) 
described by Rindfleisch and many oth- 
ers, and the well known forms bf degen- 
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eration affecting the smaller vessels and 
capillaries of the brain, often seen in 
connection with Bright's disease and 
other allied conditions, and that with 
these anatomical changes frequent vari- 
ations in the arterial tension occur, it 
will be admitted that there exists in 
Bright's disease abundant cause for the 
occurrence of all forms of cerebral hem- 
orrhages: moreover, these cschymotic 
spots are true hemorrhages, and not 
merely the sacs of minute aneurisms 
transversely divided. — N. O. Medical 
& Surgical Journal. 

Mercurial Vapor Bath. — Prolonged 
and obstinate cases of syphilis may fre- 
quently be cured by the use of the mer- 
curial vapor bath. A very simple meth- 
od of using this bath is that recom- 
mended by Mr. Henry Lee. 

A tin case is used, containing a spirit 
lamp, and having in the centre, over the 
flame, a small tin plate, on which 15 to 
30 grames of calomel are placed, and 
around this a sort of saucer filled with 
boiling water. The lamp being lighted, 
the apparatus is placed under a common 
cane-bottom chair, on which the patient 
sits, enveloped, chair and all, in one or 
more large blankets for about twenty 
minutes, when the water and mercury 
will be found to have disappeared. It 
is better not to use a towel, as the calo- 
mel would be wiped off by \\..~Dunglison. 

Tar Water in Typhoid Fever. — 
Fresh tar, prepared by burning rich pine 
under a pot, constitutes the best terebin* 
thinate in typhoid fever, as it is more 
pleasant than the oil of turpentine, acts 
gently upon the kidneys, without pro- 
ducing strangury ; contains a little crea- 
sote, and is antiseptic in its properties, 
tending to destroy germs and eradicate 
the typhoid poison from the system. 
We have used it much in practice and 
with satisfactory results. Our method 
is the following : 

To one tablespoonful of the tar pour 
a pint of water. To be taken during 
the day ; the same to be freshly prepared 
every morning and the air excluded by 
covering the vessel. We have been in 



the habit of recommending it as pro- 
phylactic to the disease, and we believe 
it to be efficacious in this regard. 

W. 

The Hypophosphites in Phthisis. — 
Case 1. — James R. E. was an out-patient 
at Victoria Park Hospital, May 9, 1857. 
He was a pale, thin young man; had 
been ill, with more or less cough, for the 
last five years. He dated his illness 
from a sudden spitting of blood. The 
left side of his chest was flattened, with 
impaired percussion resonance and abun- 
dant crepitant rales in inspiration. The 
right side of the chest was resonant ; ex- 
piration was prolonged. Cod liver oil 
always made him sick. On the previous 
day he brought up blood. He was or- 
dered to take five grains of hypophos- 
phite of soda in camphor-water three 
times daily. May 16th the medicine 
agreed well, and he felt much better. 
On May 23d the cough was much better. 
Pulse 104. There was a cooing sound 
with expiration in the right luog. The 
left side was dull at the upper part, and 
here a dry creaking was replacing the 
crepitant rale. He was ordered to take 
five grains of hypophosphite of lime in 
place of the soda salt. On May 30th he 
was much amended ; there was very lit- 
tle sputum now. On June 13th he felt 
himself well, though respiration, was not 
normal in the left lung. He could now 
take some cod liver oil, and, at his own 
desire, left to go to his home in Wales. 
Case 2. — Benjamin D., a laborer, aged 
about 35, from Acton, was seen on June 
27, 1867. He had had a bad cough 
since March, with frequent spitting of 
blood. Pulse 104, feeble. The bowels 
were inclined to diarrhoea. The tongue 
was clammy. His breath was very short. 
Both sides of the chest were somewhat 
flattened. The respiratory sound was 
generally weak. -Crepitant rales % to a 
slight extent, were heard over the left 
upper third. The liver was enlarged 
and tender. Cod liver oil, he said, * 'al- 
ways ran through him." He was order- 
ed to take five grains of hypophosphite 
of lime with ten minims of saccharated 
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solution of lime in infusion of calumba 
three times daily. He took this till Au- 
gust 8th, when he was discharged, stat 
ing that he could now walk a long dis- 
tance without fatigue ; his cough also 
was "nothing worth speaking of. " Dry, 
creaking noises could be heard still at 
the upper part of the left lung. 

Chorea. — Dr. Arnold. A young 
lady, aged eighteen, had suffered with 
chorea for two years and a half. Nearly 
every known remedy had been tried with- 
out avail. When I saw her every vol- 
untary muscle seemed to be affected ; 
could hardly talk, and had to be fed with 
a spoon. Menstruation was regular, the 
countenance was pallid, great anaemia, 
and a basic systolic murmur which is 
common in bad cases of chorea. I ordered 
perfect rest, put her in a crib and strap- 
ped her body so as to restrain the con- 
vulsive movements. Three times a day 
she had alternate hot and cold douches 
to the spine, continued as long as she 
could endure them, and iron internally. 
In two weeks there was marked improve- 
ment, and in five weeks she was so tar 
recovered as to be able to go shopping, 
and if not hurried you would notice 
nothing amiss. If hurried she shows 
some little excitement and stammers, but 
this subsides in a few minutes. 

Dr. Rennolds. I attended a girl four- 
teen years old, who had had chorea for 
two years. I gave her calomel and jalap, 
each ten grains, repeated daily, and she 
was wel J in two weeks. Some years 
ago I read a paper before this society, 
giving a number of cases relieved by 
this treatment in a very short time. 

Drs. Wintemitz and Scldner expressed 
themselves as having tried the calomel 
and jalap treatment with failure in every 
instance. — Med. and Surg. Rep. 

GONALGIA, OR HySTEKICAL AKTHRAL- 

gia. — The peculiar affection known as 
"knee-ache," is not uncommon among 
women of relaxed fibre, and in condi- 
tions of general debility, in both sexes. 
It is usually regarded as a form of rheu- 
matic gout or neuralgia; but I have 
found it as frequently associated with 



uterine disorders and hysteria as in cases 
of gouty or rheumatic diathesis. 

In some cases the knee only is affected, 
in others a dull, diffused, aching pain 
occurs in the wrists, soles of the feet, 
ankles, heels, and toes. Sometimes the 
pain is paroxsymal, coming on suddenly 
during the day or night, lasting a few 
hours or several days, and is usually ac- 
companied with more or less pain on 
movement, and tenderness on pressure. 

The patient often complains of the 
"knee giving way," and of a "crack- 
ing sensation " in the joint, and persons 
have even resorted to mechanical ap- 
pliances, under the impression that the 
knee needed support. Occasionally the 
joint is found pale, puffy, or swollen, and 
there may be hyperemia and hyperes- 
thesia, with change of temperature, and 
a tendency to cramp of the sural mus- 
cles. 

In women who have borne children 
rapidly, and whose nervous systems have 
been broken down, the left leg or knee 
is most commonly affected, and there is 
a strong tendency to spasm of the mus- 
cles of the lower extremities, with invol- 
untary contraction of the toes, and a 
peculiar nervous twitching, especially 
noticeable during sleep. In nearly all 
these cases, anti-neuralgic remedies alone 
have but little permanent effect, while 
flying blisters, stimulating embrocations, 
and lotions are almost useless. The 
treatment that promises most speedy 
relief is milk diet, the mineral tonics 
(with small doses of colchkum in gouty 
cases.) change of air and scene, douch- 
ing the painful joint alternately with hot 
and cold salt or sea water ; the use of 
Chapman's " spinal bags," and last, but 
not least, covering the affected part with 
a sheet of thin rubber. 

The rapid effect of the latter in some 
cases, is remarkable. 

If the knee-joint is affected, a close- 
fitting knee-cap of sheet rubber should 
be worn at ru'ght, and may be removed 
in the morning, if all pain and weakness 
has disappeared, or it may be kept on 
until it induces a decided eruption, or 
irritation of the skin, when it should be 
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removed and the part washed with alco- 
hol or bay rum. The prompt and effi- 
cient relief which the sheet rubber has 
given in several cases of gonalgia which 
have come under my notice, justifies a 
further trial of its merits in this painful 
and annoying affection. — C J. CUborne, 
M.D. f in Med. Record. 

What is Chrysarobin? — Chrysarobin 
is the term which has been selected to 
designate what is more commonly known 
— because so first known — as Goa pow- 
der. It has been chosen for these rea- 
sons : That Goa powder is so called only 
because it is derived by the rest of India 
from the port named Goa ; that the same 
powder is known over South America 
as Bahia powder, except in the province 
of that name, from which the other 
parts of the country receive it ; while in 
that province it is known by its native 
name of Aroba-powder. But since this 
powder is the active part of a whole 
tree, rather than continue the compound 
word aroba-powder, it is convenient to 
substitute the single word arobin. Yet 
further, while Goa powder (or old pow- 
der) is brown, Aroba powder (a newly 
prepared powder) is yellow. Yellow is 
the right color. Hence, to arobin is 
added the prefix chrys, and thence is 
formed chrysarobin — i. e., yellow Ar- 
oba powder. 

The action of chrysarobin is efnetiC 
and purgative. Vomiting is always the 
first sign of action. This is not attended 
by any depression at all compared with 
that caused by tartar emetic or ipecacu- 
anha. In the doses presently to be 
named, it has not caused any distressing 
retching ; and in children, as well as in 
adults, the acts of vomiting varied be- 
tween none in three out of the whole 
number, and six in two out of the whole 
number. They were usually two or 
three ; very often only one. The action 
on the bowels was much more variable, 
from none in a few cases to nine or ten 
in equally few cases; most often the 
range was between three and seven. 
There is no griping pain, but the nausea 
continues more or le«*s markedly until 
the bowels recover. The motions are 



very watery, and of such a brown color 
as suggests its origin with the powder 
taken. If the vomiting be very early, 
then the purgation, although marked 
by a fluid stool or stools, will certainty 
not be violent ; and in some cases, in 
which there was no vomiting, the bowels 
acted very freely. It does not always 
happen so, however, under the same 
condition; and I conclude, therefore, 
thst some persons can take a larger dose 
than others. I cannot distinguish these 
persons any more than I can accurately 
guage the amount of any other purga- 
tive which a given person will require at 
first seeing him. If the dose be taken 
into a full stomach, that delays its action 
and determines it to the bowels. — Drug- 
gists' Circular. 

Hydrobromic Acid in Tinnitus Au- 
rium. — The following case, selected out of 
several, of the successtul treatment of 
long standing tinnitus aurium by hydro- 
bromic acid, well illustrates the princi 
pies laid down by Dr. Woakes, in the 
Journal of June 23d. It will be seen 
that in this case the tinnitus was of the 
knockir g or pulsating kind, and there- 
fore probably due to a congested condi-» 
tion of the labyrinthine blood-vessels. 
In other cases, in which the tinnitus was 
of a continuous roaring or rushing char- 
acter, the administration of hydrobromic 
acid had no beneficial effect. 

I. S., aged 34, applied at the Central 
London Throat and Ear Hospital on 
May 11th. He had been deaf, and had 
loud " thumping " noises in the head for 
twelve years. There was no history of 
otorrhoea: On examination, the meatus 
was fairly healthy; hearing power was 
extremely defective ; voice was only 
heard when much raised, and the watch 
not at all ; the tuning-fork was heard on 
the mastoid process. The tinnitus was * 
complained of as the most distressing 
symptom. He was ordered benzole in- 
halations, and hydrobromic acid in fif- 
teen minim doses three times daily. On 
June 4th he reported that the noise had 
quite stopped, and said that his ears 
*• felt much clearer and more health}* 
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since taking the medicine." June 11th 
there was no return of tinnitus. — British 
Medical Journal, July 7th. 

Acute Ammoniacal Collapse. (Cen- 
t.albl.f. Chir.,p. 694, 1876. Med. Times, 
Jan. 20, 1877). — W. Roser, from a series 
of cases of acute ammoniacal collapse, 
draws the following conclusions : 

1. Acute ammoniaemia arising from 
the absorption of decomposing urine ex- 
cites sudden collapse, with decided 
lowering of the temperature of the 
blood. 

2. In cystitis and pyelitis this lower 
ing of the temperature may serve as a 
diagnostic sign of ammoniaemia. 

3. If the originating cause of the acute 
ammoniaemia can be removed without 
loss of time,|for instance, [by puncture of 
the bladder, urethra or pelvis of the kid- 
ney, the collapse is frequently observed 
to pass off. 

4. Ammoniaemia deserves much more 
attention at the hands of surgeons than 
it has hitherto received. — Detroit Medical 
Journal. 

The Importance of Cikcho-Quinine 
as a Remedy. — The Supervising Gen* 
eral of the Marine Hospital Service has 
issued a circular letter to the medical 
officers of that branch of the Treasury, 
in which he calls attention to the extra- 
ordinary increase in the market price of 
sulphate of quinia, and at the same time 
alludes to the success attending the em- 
ployment of the other alkaloids of the 
bark. 

In the year 1866, the Madras Govern- 
ment appointed a Medical Commission 
to test the respective efficacy, in the 
treatment of fevers, of quinine, quini- 
dine, cinchonine, and cinchonidine, and 
the remedial value of these four alka- 
loids, as deduced from their experience, 
is shown as follows : 

Quinidine, ratio of failure per 1000 cases, 6 

Cinchonidine, "««««•« io 

Quinine, " " " * " * 7 

Cinchonine, tt " " " " " 23 

Cincho-quinine contains all these alka- 
loids, and the combination has proved 
more efficacious than any one alone; 



and the price of this article being less 
than one half the price of sulphate of 
quinine, the physicians of the country 
are substituting it for the sulphate ; and 
the medical officers of the Government 
service should give this subject due con- 
sideration in preparing their requisitions 
for medical supplies. — Washington, D. 
C, Daily Nation, August 8, 1877. 



Practical Notes and Formulae. 



Purpura Hemorrhagica. — By Prof. 

Troussea, of Paris: 

R. Ferri et potassii tartratis dr.y 

Acidi tertaraci gr.iij 

Syrupi tolutani oz.i 

Aquae caneke dr. y 

Aquas distillate oz.iij8S M 

A tablespoonful every two hours. 
Chill Remedy. (Naphey)\ — 

R. Quince Suephatis grs.-s.xx 

Olei piperiti nipri. gttuiv 

Acidi sulphurici aromat . . • dr. 

Syrupi simplicis oz.iv 

Alcohol! oz.j M 

Tablespoonful every two hours during 
the intermission, until half the quantity 
be taken. After which, every three 
hours, until all be taken. 



To Abort a Chill. — If the chill-time 
is near at hand, and you wish to head it 
off, may do so by putting patient to bed 
and administering the following: 

R. Chloral hydratis gr.xz 

Aquae camphors? oz.i M 

For one dose, he will go to sleep and 
the sweating stage will ensue at once, as 
a general thing. If the chill has actually 
commenced, a dose of opium followed 
by the inhalation of chloroform, has been 
known to abort it. 

r — 

Prescription for Dysmenorrhea. — 

B. Fl. ext. cyprepedium (ladies' 
slipper). 

Aquae camph aa oz 4 ii 

Bromide potass dr.iij M 

Dose, two teaspoonfuls three times a 
day/ gradually increasing the dose to a 
tablesooonful. W, 
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Arsenic in Chronic Chills, Etc. — 
The following formula for the administra- 
tion of arsenic strikes us with much 
favor as of safe dose for long continuance, 
and well adapted to chronic chills ; also 
useful in skin affections, in lencorrhea, 
and as an anti-dyspeptic and tonic pill : 

R. Ac. arsenic gr.j 

Ferri. snlDb. exic gr.xx 

Poly, capsicum dr.j 

Pi). aL et myrrh q. a. 

Ft. pills No. LX. 

One pill two or three times a day. 

Another fine tonic is — 

B. Cit. iron et quinine gr.r 

Liq. stricbniae m.y 

loi. columbae ozj 

For a dose* Particularly useful in 
ammorrhea, and in debilitated conditions 
generally. 

Strychnia. — Strychnia is coming into 
such general use as a tonic, anti-dyspep- 
tic, etc., that it is well to give formulae 
for its use. It does not dissolve readily 
in alcohol, and hence the tinctures used 
are often of imperfect strength. The 
following formula gives a thorough solu- 
tion, ana will be found available for all 
purposes where strychnine is indicated : 

R. Strychnia? acetatia. gr.i 

Acidi aceticL m.xx 

Alcobolia dr.ij 

Aquae dr.yj M 

Dose, 10 drops containing about 
l-40th grain. 

Gonorrhea.— Dr. M. D, Mooney, of 
Georgia, (in Jour. Mat. Med.,) reports 
fine success in the treatment of gonor- 
rhea with the following 

K. Sugar of milk dr.ra 

Ext. Indian cannabis gr.xx 

Mix thoroughly, and divide into sixty 
powders, one to be taken every three 
or four hours. The cure is effected in 
ve to seven days. 

For Bronchitis and Asthma. — 

R Tine lobelia 

Camphor water aa oz-ss ' 

Muriate of morphine gr.ij 

Tine, bloodroot .oz.i 

Empy reumatic ay rap oz, vj M 

Half to one dram every three hours. 



Well adapted to coughs, when the 
secretions are tough and the expectora- 
tion scant and painful. * W. 

Rheumatism (Recife for). — Joseph 

Lomax, M. D. , Troy, N. Y., has found 

the following formula very valuable in 

the treatment of acute rheumatism : 

R. Salicylic acid dr.iij 

Bicarb soda dr.ij 

?SSr.::::::::::::::::H^ m 

Tablespoonful every two hours the 
first day, afterward a dose every six 
hours. 



Irritable Bladder from Acn> 
Urine. (Napfuy). — 

R. Uv« nrsi folia os.i» 

Hamuli folia oz.as 

Pour on a quart of boiling water, and. 

after two hours, add — 

Soda? bicarb dr.ij 

Morphine. gr.y 

Dose, a tablespoonful frequently. 
Good, Cheap Paste. — 

R. Dextrine 2 c*. 

Acetic acid ) .. * __ 

Alcohol f tt4ot 

Water 21c*. 

Mix the dextrine, acetic acid and 
water, stirring until thoroughly mixed ; 
then add the alcohol. — Brief. 



Cold in the Head. — 

R Murate of morphia. 2 *r. 

Light carbonate of bismnth ... 6 dr. 
Starch 2 dr. M 

Of the powders, one-quarter to one- 
half may be taken as snuff in the twenty- 
four hours, for influenza, cold in the head, 
neuralgia, etc. — Brief. 

Delirium Tremens. — A good ano- 
dyne in delirium tremens is the follow- 
ing: 

R. Chloroform! dr.ss 

Snlph. quinine. v . .gr.tf 

Tine, cardamom!, com dr.i 

Aquee camph dr. x 

For one dose* 



Nutritive Enemas. — In cases whet? 
nourishment cannot be administered by 
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the mouth, life has been prolonged, and 
the patient sometimes saved, by nutritive 
enema. The following recipe (from 
Dunglisoris late work) will be found con- 
venient for this purpose : 

Beef Tea and Cream Enema. — Mix 
together — 

R Strong beef tea 4 oz. 

Cream 1 oz. 

Brandy \ oz. 

Port wine i oz. 

May be used three times a day. If 
brandy is not indicated, take beef tea, 
soup, or milk, and eggs beaten together 
and thicken with corn flour. 

Cod Lwer Oil and Bark Enema. — 

R. Milk 4oz. 

Port wine 1 oz 

Cod liver oil Joz. 

Tine, of yellow bark % dr. 

Liquid ext. of opium 20 gtt. 

In Hemoptysis. — 

R. Fluid ext ergot. . . . ) 

Tine, opii campborat V equal parts. 
Sjrupi tolutan ) 

A desertspoonful every half hour. — 

Brief. # 

Conium Maculatum. — This remedy is 
not sufficiently appreciated by the pro- 
fession. It is a narcotic of great power, 
though often inert as found in the shops 
— particularly so with the solid extract. 
It does not, like opium, interfere with 
the nutritive or secretory functions, and 
is not cumulative in its effects, and may, 
therefore, be administered for a long 
period with safety. In chorea, in syph- 
ilitic rheumatism, in rheumatic neuralgia, 
in asthma attended with painful respira- 
tion, it is a valuable agent. Combined 
with opium, it modifies its effects and, to 
some extent, corrects its deleterious 
properties. For this latter purpose, the 
following formulae will be found useful, 
and will be borne by patients who can 
not take opium alone : 

R. Fluid ext. conium. 

Deod. tine, opii aaozj M 

Dose, 10 to 30 drops. 

R. Fluid ext. conium oz.88 

Aquae camph dr.ij 

Muriati morph gr.j M 

Dose, one teaspoonful. 



R. Fluid ext. conium oz.ss 

Sp'ts nitre dulc 

Camph. tine, opii aa oz.j M 

Dose, one teaspoonful. A good sub- 
stitute for Dover's powder, and specially 
useful as an anodyne in typhoid pneu- 
monia. W. 



Excellent Hydrogogue Cathartic. 

R. Podopbylin grs.v 

Bitartrate potassa oz.ss 

Mix thoroughly and divide into ten 
powders, one to be given every three 
hours. Valuable in dropsical accumula- 
tions. Given every third or fourth day, 
with ten drops of tine, digital's, thrice 
daily in the interval, will be found an 
excellent treatment in hydrothorax and 
other forms of dropsy. W. 

Trismus Nasceitium. — Dr. J. N. 
Nixon, Springfield, Ind., reports to the 
Ohio Medical Record two cases of tris- 
mus nasceitium successfully treated by 
repeated revulsive applications of chloro- 
form to the spine. A soft, cotton cloth 
was saturated in chloroform and applied 
to the entire length of the spine, covering 
it with oil silk to prevent evaporation. 
The application irritates severely, and 
will vesicate if long continued. On re- 
moval, the pain quickly subsides, and the 
patient falls asleep. 

Arnica — Poisonous — The tincture of 
arnica, as a local application to sprains 
and bruises, has long been extensively 
used. It has become a favorite, especial- 
ly among the homeopaths, and by con- 
sequence amongst a certain class of 
stylish or fashionable people. We have 
never thought that it possessed any re- 
markable advantage as a liniment other 
than what is contained in the alcohol, 
with which the tincture is prepared. Of 
late, a .number of cases have been re- 
ported of poisonous effects upon the skin 
from its use. 



Incontinence op Urine in Children. 
— Bromide of Iron is said to be a very 
reliable remedy for incontinence of urine, 
especially in children. 
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phia failed to accomplish anything. It is the 
more important that the medical journals 
should not slacken their efforts on this subject" 

The above is from an intelligent medical 
gentleman residing in one of the upper coun- 
ties of Georgia. The subject is an important 
one, and we trust his views will be read and 
appreciated. As journalists we fully appreci- 
ate what he has said, and will do what we can 
to remedy the evils alluded to. He is doubt- 
less correct as to the remedy. If Professors of 
medical colleges violate the ethics they are 
not less amenable to censure than the private 
members of the profession ; and the true men 
of the profession throughout the country 
should, especially in their organized capacity 
— in their societies and associations— discoun- 
tenance the schools which are taught by in- 
competent Professors, and who employ so 
many unprofessional ways and means to ad- 
vertise themselves and build up their cheap 
•institutions. The fault is in the preceptors 
not doing their duty. Let every preceptor see 
to it that his students are instructed to attend 
first-class colleges, where the best facilities 
and the highest order of talents are to be 
found. 



Horse Shoeing. —This is not a medical 
topic, and yet medical practitioners, more, 
perhaps, than any other class, need to know 
now a horse should be shod. 

The length of time a shoe should be worn 
will, of course, depend upon the kind of 
work the horse is doing, and the sort of roads 
over which he travels. 

In four to six weeks the hoof will have 
grown too large for the shoe, which will press 
inward upou the soft parts of the foot, and 
the horse will become lame. Before this oc- 
curs the shoe should be reset, or a new pair 
put on. As a general rule a saddle horse will 
ride better without corks on his shoes. The 
shoe should Lie made to fit the foot, and not 
the foot the shoe. It should rest firmly and 
uniformly upon the outer rim of the hoof so 
as to require little or no dubbing off of the 
hoot by the rasp. Three nails on a side are 
enough, to be driven in with such inclination 
as to come out at a point about one and a half 
inches above, and yet so shallow as not to 
touch the quick. To know how to do this 
properly the smith must study the anatomy 
of the horses foot. A small, tough nail, made 
to fit tightly the hole in the shoe, should be 
used, otherwise the shoe will soon become 
loose. 

The frog in the foot may be lightly trimmed, 
so as to remove any jagged portions, but 
should not be cut or rasped off, as is usually 
done. It is somewhat elastic in stiucture, 
and is evidently designed to lessen concussion 
and divide the pressure upon the foot. The 
hoof should not be burned in fitting the shoe, 
as is commonly done. Unless your smith 
is very trustworthy it is well to stand by and 
see your horse shod. Shoes wear out much 
itK>ourr if your horse stands on a plank floor, 



and the horse will also be more likely to be- 
come lame. . , 
These suggestions will, perhaps, be regard- 
ed as simple and unnecessary by many ; out 
the young practioner, and even older heads, 
who have not observed closely, will find them 
profitable. It was not until after long years, 
during which the writer suffered much loss 
and inconvenience from lame horses, that he 
became acquainted with these simple facts. 

W. 



A Misfortune.— We are very sorry to hear 
that Dr. W. A. Greene, of Macon, our able 
contributor, has recently met with a calamity 
from fire, by which a valuable library, a large 
collection of journals, original" MS., instru- 
ments, etc., the accumulations of twenty 
years, have been swept away. The pecuniary 
loss is not less than $3,000, while much that 
was destroyed cannot be estimated in dollars 
and cents, because of a character which can 
never be restored. 



BOOK NOTICES, Etc. 



Naphey'8 Therapeutics.— Already the edi- 
tion of this work which was published at the 
commencement of the present year is entire- 
ly exhausted. No higher testimony to its 
worth could be given. It recommends itself 
at once to every physician who sees it. 

A new edition (the fifth) is in active pre- 
paration. The editor has been assisted by- 
several very competent gentlemen in special 
departments, and the work has received a 
most thorough revision and very large ad- 
ditions. Indeed, so extensive are the latter, 
that the two parts into which the work is 
divided, viz: 1, Medical Therapeutics, and 2, 
Surgical Therapeutics, will each make a vol- 
ume by itself, quite as large as that which, 
embraced both divisions in the last edition 
(about 600 pages). They will be printed on 
handsome tinted paper, in the best style, and 
each part, as wholly independent, will be 
sold separately if desired. 

A classified list of works on Surgery and 
the colateraljsciences, published by Liindsay 
& Blakeston, Philadelehia,— many of them 
at greatly reduced prices. Descriptive cata- 
logues sent free upon application. 

Also by the same House, Physician's Visit- 
ing Lists, for 1878. The first book of the kind 
published in this country and a great conven- 
ience to the practitioner. Price f 1.00 to $3.00, 
according to style, etc. 

Nurse and Patient and Camp Cure, by S. 
Weir Mitchell, M.D., author of " Wear and 
Tear," " Fat and Blood" etc., Philadelphia, 
J. B. Lippencott & Co., 1877. 

The Respiratory Brace. — A new appliance 
devised for the relief of orthopnea, by Geo. 
F. French, M.D., Portland, Maine, 
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Original and Selected Articles. 



CARBUNCLE — WHITLOW AND 
INGROWING OF NAILS. 



BY O. E. NEWTON, M.D., CINCINNATI, O. 



By the term carbuncle you are to un- 
derstand a malignant boil, the tendency 
of which is to become rapidly worse ; 
will be checked only by the proper 
treatment. Its natural tendency is to 
grow larger by destruction of adjunct 
tissue ; therefore, the emolient or poultic- 
ing treatment indicated in common boils 
is, when applied, only aggravating to 
this disease. 

The principal distinctive difference be- 
tween a carbuncle and boil is, when a boil 
has ripened, generally, one opening is 
formed, and contains a core which, when 
sloughed out, or removed, leaves a 
healthy base, and will soon heal by sim 
pie means; while a carbuncle will open 
with sieve-like openings, instead of one, 
each forming a distinct sinus, or ulcer, 
which will eat and destroy, without re- 
ceiving the proper treatment, which is 
caustic or the knife. 

I treat these cases by destroying and 
disorganizing, with the caustic of chlo- 
ride of zinc paste, the diseased tissue, 
and sloughing it out. Very frequently 



the whole diseased tissue will come out 
down to the bone over which the carbun- 
cle has made its appearance. These 
cases occur most commonly upon the 
back of the neck. You must not trifle 
with these cases with mild^emolitnt means, 
or you may lose your patient. Strike 
deep and thorough for a total destruc- 
tion of the whole diseased tissue, and 
thereby control the disease by the only 
means, using caustic or the knife. 

AN ESPECIAL CASE IN ILLUSTRATION. 

Mr. M. T. Ligur, (northern residence 
No. 142 Clark street, Cincinnati, O.,) a 
French Southern planter, at Cypremot's 
Landing, St. Mary's parish, La. 

History: Being on his plantation in 
Louisiana in 1861, was prevented by 
the war from joining his family, who 
were on their usual visit North at the 
outbreak of the war, for four years. 
During the progress of the war he had 
been living almost like a hermit, being 
repeatedly stripped by passing armies, 
and being often obliged to live upon the 
coarsest and lowest diet. Upon being 
notified of the removal of the blockade, 
he at once started on his way North, 
going by the way of New Orleans to 
take boat, where, for the first time, he 
had an opportunity to satisfy his appe* 
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tile. He, naturally being a high liver, 
being a Frenchman, at once began drink- 
ing wine, and using the high-seasoned 
steamboat fare, which he continued to 
use on his way to Cincinnati. When he 
reached here he was the subject of a 
rash, covering his whole body, of a net- 
tle fash character ; and eresypelatous in- 
flammation showed itself upon a line of 
the back of the neck, extending itself 
over the spinal column. This was the 
appearance of the external surface when 
I was called, with a puffy condition of the 
sJHn f 2Ltid areolar tissue underneath. The 
parts at once showed signs of a carbun- 
cle ; mortification and sloughing at • nee 
followed. The following are the parts 
that were affected : The back of the head, 
commencing at a line drawn from ear to 
ear, and extending downward to ihe last 
cervical vertebra, where there seemed to 
be a line of demarkation between it and 
the sound flesh, leaving a healthy space 
of about four inches, from' whence the 
puffy condition extended to tlie eighth dot- 
sal vertebra, where there was another 
space of about three inches of healthy 
tissue, from which again the same dis- 
eased condition extended to the third 
lumbar vertebra. 

Before any openings had appeared in 
any of the places, the whole surface of 
the above described parts showed the 
probable collection of matter under the 
skin, there being distinct fluctuation by 
pressure over those spots. I at once 
applied a plaster of chloride of zinc 
paste, covering as much surface as he 
could stand the destruction of, at one 
time, over which I applied, every three 
hours, a poultice of flax seed and pound- 
ed charcoal, mixed with brewer's yeast 
and water. This process of disorgan- 
izing by means of the caustic, and favor- 
ing suppuration by means of the anti- 
septic poultices, was continued until the 
cavities containing the pus were reached. 

Having disorganized all the unhealthy 
tissue and ploughed it out, I dressed it 
with equal parts of ung. zinc, oxidi. 
comp., and ung. plumbi comp. The 
parts excavated to the bone, covering a 
space of over eighteen inches of surface. 



So extensive were the parts to be dressed 
it required from one to one ar.d a half 
pounds of ointment at each dressing. 

I might say, as soon as the caustic 
was applied, it at once stopped any fur- 
ther extension of the disease. Though 
the treatment was very radical and pain- 
ful, it was successful in curing my pa- 
tient, and gave full satisfaction; and I 
fully believe, had not this sanguinary 
caustic treatment been used, my oatient 
would have died. 

I was six weeks in attendance, twice « 
per day. 

WHITLOW OR FELON. 

« 

This is one of those cases In minor 
surgery which calls for a correct judg- 
ment, and prompt treatment, as it is 
one of the most painful small difficulties 
that the human system is called upon 
to bear. The inflammation is nearly 
always upon the first phalanx of the 
finger or thumb. Often when first 
seen the cellular tissue will be swollen 
even to severe tightness of the skin, 
wh'ch will be of a bright red color- 
Finally matter will be formed under- 
neath, and here comes the danger and 
the indication requiring surgical inter- 
ference. At the first commencement, it 
is said that the frequent immersion in 
scalding alkali, and the part wrapped up 
in a tight bandage has checked the in- 
flammation. Sometimes the full and 
frequent painting with Tr. Iodine, the 
placing it into a lemon cut open, has 
dispersed the swelling. But it is seldom 
a physician's attention is called prior to 
the formation of matter, though not 
opened, and that is the indication that a 
cut is to be made from the first joint, 
down and through tlie periosteum to the 
bone, extending to the end of the pha- 
lanx, which in every instance will give 
prompt relief. The danger growing out 
of this not being done is : If you wait 
until the abscess opens of itself the 
probabilities are that you will have a 
case of death of the first phalanx, or 
necrosis. In cuttinflu be careful to go 
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through tiie periosteum from the point of 
starting to where you stop. 

After cutting, simply place a pledget 
of lint or cotton in the opening to keep 
the edges from uniting — this only to be 
kept there the first day, over which 
apply an elm bark poultice. In two 
days apply the Mayer's Ointment until 
healed 

I have lour cases of necrosis in my 
surgical cabinet where I performed am- 
putation, and each case could have been 
prevented if the early opening had been 
made. 

INGROWING OF NAILS. 

Thi» is apparently a very trifling case 
in minor surgery, but you will often be 
consulted about this kind of trouble, 
and you will be successful in relieving 
it by the treatment I give you. 

First, soak the toe in hot water, well, 
to soften the nail as much as possible, 
then scrape the centre with a piece of 
glass or a scalpel, and cut off the sharp 
corners of the ingrowing nail; then 
anoint cotton in carbolic acid ointment, 
and crowd it tightly under each corner, 
with a view of raising therh out of the 
fissure in the fleshy part around the nail 
— this cotton to be taken out from time 
to time and replaced by a new pledget. 
Allow the nail to grow out at the ends 
well, to be cut off square — keeping the 
centre thin, and the edges pressed up- 
wards. If there be, as you will some- 
time find, a fungus formed on each side 
of the nail, you will first have to destroy 
this, with a drop of nitric acid, or a little 
chloride of zinc paste, before putting 
the cotton under the nail. This course, 
sometimes modified according to cir- 
cumstances, has fully met the demands 
in these cases. 

I have cured such cases as these, who 
had submitted to the old plan of re- 
moving the entire nail the second time, 
in which cases, the nail came in just 
where the one had been that was pulled 
out. The pulling out of the nail, or cut- 
ting off of the corners alone, will not ewe 
these casss* 



SULPHATE OF CINCHONIDIA. 



By C. G. Polk, M. D. 

The increase in the price of the sul- 
phate of quinia has almost imposed a 
prohibition upon its employment, and 
naturally turns the attention of the phy- 
sician to a substitute less costly. Of 
the various articles which have been 
tested, none except the sulphate of Cin- 
chonidia have, so far, given general sat- 
isfaction.- The price, not exceeding half 
the cost of quinia, and the beneficial re- 
sults following its administration ap- 
proaching so nearly the ©ore costly al- 
kaloid, that physicians have learned to 
employ it in all cases in which the pecu- 
niary consideration is important, 

As an anti-periodic I have employed 
it with a very high degree of satisfaction 
in ihe following formula : 

R. Sulph. cinchonidia grs.xv. 

Fluid exi-gelsenrinum. . . . gtt.xx. 

Fluid ext. fflycyrrh ; <i J[-!"- 

Syrup auram cort '. • dny. 

Mucil acaciae q8. ad o*. n. M. 

S. Desertspoonf ul every hour until taken. 

During the past summer, I have used 
it in a dozen cases of intermittent fever, 
without a single failure. In only one 
case was there a paroxysm after taking 
the above quantity, and none in which 
a second paroxysm occurred. The taste 
is not at aU disagreeable, the cinchonidia 
scarcely imparting a trace of its bitter. 
Children take it without inconvenience, 
and, it seems to me, it is less liable than 
the quinia salt to derange the brain or 

stomach. 

In remittent fever I have employed the 
same formula, breaking up the disease in 
three or four days. 

I have also employed it in five cases 
of enteric fever, with large doses of sul- 
phuric acid, and they were all convalesc- 
ing by the twelfth day. In fact, I have 
learned to regard it every way equal to 
the more costly quinia, and as fast as I 
can control my long acquired fondness 
for the latter, am I evincing my firm 
conviction of its value, and employing 
it in my prescriptjpi is. 

X throw out these suggestions, hoping 
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that the additional grain of evidence 
may aid in the general use of this valua- 
able medicine. 

The only real rival it has is the cincho- 
quinia, and I think there is a large bal- 
ance of advantage in favor of the cin- 
chonidia. I think conscientious analyses 
of cincho-quinia have determined dif- 
ferent results, and I think variation of 
constituents inseparable from a prepa- 
ration embodying all the constituents of 
cinchona bark. 

4 The variation in strength is an objec- 
tion against the cincho-quinirie, its com- 
parative freedom from bitterness is an 
item in its favor. I have heard physicians 
object to it on ground of its proprietary 
character. 

But the relative merits of the two can 
not be determined elsewhere than at 
the bedside of the sick. One clinical 
fact is worth ten thousand speculations. 
The great question of the physician is, 
what is best to heal the sick ? This de- 
termined, he should use the best, re- 
Sirdless of every other consideration, 
f course, officinal preparations should, 
other things being equal, be preferred. 
Patented preparations should be re- 
jected, unless the exact composition be 
known, and then it is better to designate 
the articles and quantity rather than 
favor a nostrum. 

I think, then, surveying the subject in 
both its ethical and therapeutical light, 
there is every reason to give preference 
to sulphate of cinchonidia. The state 
ment recently made by Dr. Ferdinand 
King, in The SbuTHERN Medical Rec- 
ord, that it requires three times as much 
cinchonidia as quinia, is very contrary to 
my experience. I have obtained as 
good results from the cheaper alkaloid 
by increasing the amount one-fourth, 
as I have from quinia sulphate. 

I do not deny that cincho-quinine is 
a good preparation, I believe it is ; but 
I am very positive that sulphate of cin- 
chonidia is a perfect substitute for sul- 
phate of quinia. 

It is believed that both cincho-quinine 
and Stearns* sweet quinia consists largely 
of pure cinchonia. The latter pure cin- 
chonia (we do not now speak of the sul- 
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phate of cinchonia, but of the alkaloid 
itself,) has not, perhaps, received the at- 
tention that it deserves. By mixing 
twelve (12) parts of this with sixty (60) 
of sugar of milk, and adding one (1) part 
only of bi-carbonate of soda, a powder 
can be prepared which will readily mix 
with a small quantity of milk or cream, 
and forms a tasteless compound, and 
thus desirable to use in many cases. 
The administration of it should then be 
followed by a glass of water, and after 
an interval of half hour by acidulous 
drinks, when all the effects of quinia 
will be produced. 

AMMONIA TREATMENT OF 
RHEUMATISM. 



By Mzbiwrbb Lewis, A.M., M.D., Lenoir's, Twin. 

Some months since, quite a stir was 
made in the journals on the above men- 
tioned plan of treating rheumatism, and 
it was generally considered entirely new. 
Every one will no doubt remember that 
it was claimed that a few six drop doses 
of aqua ammonia would relieve a case 
of rheumatism in the course of six or 
twelve hours. 

In the winter of 1873, (February) I 
was treating a case of sub-acute articular 
rheumatism in the person of an oid lady. 
I Sent her a prescription of iodide of 
potassium and tincture of aconite, di- 
recting twenty drops to be taken every , 
three hours. Volatile liniment was also 
ordered for rubbing the joints. By 
some strange mistake, the messenger, 
her son, reversed the method of using J 
the prescription, so as to give her twenty ] 
drops of the liniment, while rubbing 
was vigorously carried on with the iodide 
and aconite. 

Seeing her in a few days, I found her 
entirely well ; and although enthusiastic 
in praises of the " hartshorn " she had 
been taking, she nevertheless pro- 
nounced it to be the ' * most abominable 
stuff she had ever tasted." On enquiry 
I found that her improvement began 
soon after taking the first dose. Only 
three doses were taken that day, and 
one the next. 

I was too wise to explain that there 
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had been any mistake, but per contnp, 
profiting by it, I have since used the 
aqua ammonia in a few suitable cases of 
rheumatism, and so far, with most flat- 
tering success. 

In conclusion, I would suggest that 
the remedy is worthy of a trial ; and I 
do not doubt but that others will meet 
with equal success ia its employment 



THE TREATMENT OF WOUNDS. 

By Samson Gamgkb, Esq.. F. B. 8., Edin., Surgeon 
to the Queen's Hospital, Birmingham. 

[We generally learn most about princi- 
ples of treatment from the simplest 
cases. A " little old gentleman" con- 
sulted Mr. Gamgee on account of a cys- 
tic tumor about the size of a hen's egg, 
in the right temporal region.] 

The skin was very red, tense, and 
painful, and the hat, though a very soft 
one, was worn with much difficulty. Af- 
ter transfixing the growth vertically 
through the base, and peeling out the 
two halves of the cyst, with its bread- 
sauce-like contents, I dried the interior 
of the wound with a fine sponge. The 
edges were then very accurately approx- 
imated, and kept so with a few strips of 
lint soaked in styptic colloid. A few 
turns of bandage completed the dress- 
ing. When I removed it, at the end of 
five days, there was not a drop of dis- 
charge, adhesion was perfect, and af- 
forded a simple but complete illustration 
of the surgeon's first intention in treat- 
ing wounds — to secure direct union. All 
that is visible of the cicatrix is a very 
fine, pinkish line, extending upwards 
about two inches from the right ear. 

Please to note— firstly, that the wound 
was thoroughly dried ttith a fine sponge; 
secondly, styptic colloid was used to 
keep the edges in contact ; thirdly, the 
parts were not disturbed until the fifth 
day, when union was complete and solid. 

Drenching wounds with waterfduring 
an operation, and washing them with it 
afterwards, are mistakes. Water favors 
decomposition, which is the enemy of 
healing action. 

The styptic colloid, used to keep the 



edges of the wounds together, is the ad- 
mirable preparation introduced in 1867 
by my friend Dr. B. W. Richardson. 
(Styptic colloid, as prepared after the 
instructions of Dr. Richardson, by 
Messrs. Robbiins & Co , of Oxford 
street, is produced by saturating ether' 
entirely with tannin and a colloidal sub- 
stance, xyloidine, or gun-cotton, a little 
tincture of benzoin being finally admix- 
ed.) In removing the styptic colloid 
dressing, common water should be scru- 
pulously avoided, and a mixture of alco- 
hol and ether employed, or equal parts 
of absolute alcohol and distilled water, 
warmed to a little above the heat of the 
body. 

It has been noted that the dressing 
was not touched for five days after the 
operation. Once divided parts — be they 
hard or soft, bones or muscles, skin or 
nerves — are adjusted with a view to 
union, the less they are disturbed the 
better. 

A case illustrating the same principles, 
though on a somewhat larger scale, is 
that of C. H., aged forty-three, who 
was lately in Ward 5, whose right breast 
I removed on the 20th of May, with a 
small hard gland from the correspond- 
ing axilla. Of the operation, it only 
need be said that, according to my usual 
practice, I cut down upon the sternal 
origin of the great pectoral and dissect- 
ed it clean, so as to make sure of thor- 
ough removal of the dieased mass. I 
am convinced that many so-called rapid 
recurrences of cancer are only growths 
of pieces left behind, and that thorough- 
ness is the very essence of success in ex- 
tirpation of malignant growths. After 
removal of the breast, the edges of the 
wound were neatly brought together by 
numerous points of silver suture, and 
dressed with a layer of fine cotton wool, 
and over it picked oakum. An evenly 
compressing bandage was then applied 
around the chest, and made to include 
the arm and hand in the flexed position 
so as to fix them immovably to the side. 
The first night the temperature rose to 
101.3°, but it never rose afterwards 
above 100°. 
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The wound was first dressed at the 
end of the fifth day after the operation. 
A great part of it being healed by the 
first intention, a large number of the 
sutures were removed; and strips of ad- 
hesive plaster applied so as to keep the 
edges in apposition ; a pledget of oakum 
with a compressing bandage completed 
the dressing. On June 1st, the remain- 
ing sutures were removed. The wound 
was then nearly all healed, and the same 
dressing applied. On June 3d (four- 
teenth day after the operation), the en- 
try on the card is, " Patient dressed (as 
before), and sent home well. ,, • 

The points in this case to which I wish 
to direct your attention are — (a) the 
numerous sutures; (d) the cotton wool 
and picked oakum dressing ; (c) the com- 
pressing bandage; (d) the rare dress- 



ing. 



Metallic sutures so very rarely cause 
any irritation, that they may be inserted 
very near each other with impunity. 
Sutures far apart, with gaping intervals, 
are comparatively useless. If the cut 
surfaces are to adhere they must be 
brought into contact and kept there, and 
for this purpose metallic sutures, half an 
inch apart, or even less, are most effica- 
cious. I often apply intervening strips 
of lint soaked in styptic colloid, but in 
this case only placed over the wound a 
layer of fine cotton wool, and a pledget 
of picked oakum. The best cotton wool 
for surgical dressings is that sold for 
jewelers in thin sheets, about eighteen 
inches by twelve, with alternate layers 
of tissue-paper. You will often see 
claims of priority for cotton wool dress- 
ing. I do not pretend to say who first 
introduced it, but • the credit of gen- 
eralizing its application in the treat- 
ment of a great variety of surgical in- 
juries chiefly belongs to Burggraeve, of 
Ghent. 

It has been recorded that the breast 
case was only dressed three times, in the 
fortnight which elapsed between the op- 
eration and the patient's discharge, in 
accordance with the principle of infre- 
quent dressing, of the minimum of dis- 
turbance to insure the maximum of rest, 



dwelt upon in the preceding case, and 
equally borne out by those to be pres- 
ently brought to your notice. To the 
same end the smoothly and lightly com- 
pressing bandage round the chest very 
powerfully contributed. Of all surgical 
agencies, none so beneficent as compres- 
sion, none requiring more delicate man- 
ipulation, none so inadequately appreci- 
ated. Under a smooth and uniformly, 
while lightly-compressing bandage, ex- 
travasations of blood are absorbed, the 
healing action is promoted, and a sooth- 
ing influence is exercised. There must 
be no constriction — only equable adapta- 
tion of surface to surface with the light 
pressure, which always comforts. There 
must be no squeezing like that of an old 
college friend's hand when seen after 
long absence ; such pressure as that, if 
continued, is intolerable constriction. 
The soothing surgical pressure is like 
that which you interchange with the 
hand of a lady, the pleasure of whose 
meeting is tempered by the respectful 
regard which she inspires. Your hand 
adapts itself to hers, and gently presses 
it wherever it can touch it, but nowhere 
squeezes it for fear of offending. Such 
pressure as that, when employed by the 
surgeon in the treatment of injuries, al- 
ways soothes and heals. 

To apply a nicely compressing band- 
age well, you must practice hundreds 
and hundreds of times, bearing in mind 
that in surgical, as in all art, the greatest 
results are often obtainable from the 
simplest means, provided they be em- 
played with the skill which can only re- 
sult from the most patient assiduity. — 
Lancet, Dec. 23, 1876, p. 885.— Braitk- 
watte. 



FOREIGN BODIES IN THE EAR. 

Dr. C. J. Blake, of Boston, in a pa- 
per read befor the American Medical 
Association, said: 

"Cases in which a foreign body is 
lodged in the external auditory canal 
call perhaps more than any other acci- 
dents affecting this part of the organ of 
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hearing for the exercise of patience 
and skill, the want of which often en- 
tails serious injury to the deeper seat- 
ed and more delicate parts of the organ 
of hearing. Voltolini pithily says that 
the point of danger in the external au- 
ditory canal will do much less harm than 
injudicious attempts at its removal. The 
latter text-books decry any attempts 
made for the removal of foreign bodies 
from the ear that are not made with a 
full knowedge of the structure and rela- 
tions of the parts of the ear in question, 
of the character and location of the for- 
eign body, and of the various methods 
which may be employed for its removal. 
The paper here contains a brief review 
of the topography of the external ear. 
No attempt at removal should be made 
without proper and sufficient illumina- 
tion of the parts. The body of the 
membrana tympani is formed by two 
layers of fibrous tissue, the fibres of 
which are so arranged as to give it great 
strength and elasticity, but not sufficient 
strength to justify its use as a point of 
resistance in the attempt at instrumental 
removal of a foreign body which may 
be lodged against it. 

" Cases have come under the author's 
observation in which, for the want of 
an observance of these precautions, the 
membrana tympani had been ruptured, 
and the malleus torn away. In the ma- 
jority of cases, even including those in 
which the foreign body may be firmly 
impacted, the removal may be effected 
with little or no pain to .the patient, the 
force used being expended upon the en- 
tire surface of the foreign body without 
using the walls of the canal or the mem- 
brana tympani as points of resistance, 
or indirectly upon the inner surface of 
the foreign body. Pain, as a rule, im- 
plies injury, which might be avoided by 
patient and delicate manipulation. Slight 
injury may entail serious consequences 
to the health of the patient. Since 
bodies which find their way into the ear 
vary, the means employed for their re- 
moval must therefore vary, and the 
choice will depend upon the judgment 



of the surgeon and the means at his 
command. 

u The cases which present the g eatest 
difficulties are those of hard bodies, 
such as stones, beads, buttons, and the 
like bodies liable to expand by the ab- 
sorption of moisture, such as beans and 
peas and impacted masses of epidermis, 
which resent the action of water and 
offer no hold for the forceps or hook 

" Out of 2,374 cases examined during 
the past year, in the aural clinic of the 
Massachusetts Charitable Eye and Ear 
Infirmary, there were thirty cases of for- 
eign bodies; of this number fourteen 
were cases in which a bean, pea, kernel 
of corn, or similar substance, had been 
pushed into the ear. In six cases insects 
were removed ; and in one case the living 
larvae of the common blow-fly. In one 
of the common cases, a bean had re- 
mained ten weeks without causing irri- 
tation ; in another, a small bean had 
been pushed into the middle-ear in con- 
sequence of a previous attempt at its 
extraction. In the majority of the cases 
the foreign body was removed by means 
of syringing with warm water, which 
possesses the advantage of permitting 
the application of the maximum of force 
with the minimum of danger, the force 
moreover being applied without the for- 
eign body. The object to be accom- 
plished in the use ot the syringe is to 
establish a body of water between the 
foreign body and the membrani tympa- 
ni, connected by a slender column of 
water between the foreign body and the 
wall of the canal with the column of 
water in the syringe, furnishing in this 
manner the elements of a hydraulic 
press. 

• ' Among the most simple procedures, 
that of Dr. Lowenberg, of Paris, may 
sometimes prove useful. This consists 
in the application of a camel's-hair pen- 
cil, dipped in joiner's glue, to the for- 
eign body, which should first be carefully 
dried by wiping with absorbing cotton. 
The glue is allowed to set, and the re- 
moval then effected." — Cfiicago Med. 
Journal and Examiner. 
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CASE OF TRAUMATIC TETANUS 
—RECOVERY. 

READ BEFORE MEDICAL SOCIETY, COUNTY 
KINGS, N. Y f , BY G. A. EVANS, M.D. 

Mr. Jenkins, aged thirty-five, born in 
England, married, machinist by occu- 
pation, well developed, and has always 
enjoyed gord health. 

On Aug. 7th, 1876, while adjusting 
some heavy machinery, he accidently 
received a deep puncture in the outer 
side of the middle third of his right leg, 
from a shaft of steel which tapered 
abruptly and irregularly to a point. Its 
extraction by a fellow-workman was fol- 
lowed by a protrusion of fat and muscle, 
together with profuse hemorrhage. 

Aug. 23d: Patient consulted me 
about pain in his epigastrium, stiffness 
of the muscles of mastication and deglu- 
tition, and general lassitude. I ordered 
him to take two scruples of the bromide 
of potassium every hour for eight doses, 
and applied about twenty small blisters 
along his spine with cantharidal collo- 
dion. 

Aug. 26th : Called to see patient, ac- 
companied by Dr. J. H. Hunt. The 
wound was in good granulating condi- 
tion, general muscular rigidity had per- 
manently established itself, clonic spasms 
occasionally occur, the pharyngeal and 
respiratory muscles are but slightly 
aQcted, intellect clear, patient rational 
and very cheerful. I ordered him to 
take twenty two minim doses of the 
tincture of cannabis. indica every hour 
(equal to one grain of the purified ex- 
tract.) 

Aug* 27th : No change in his condi- 
tion. 

Aug. 28th : Patient the same ; dose 
ot cannabis indica increased to thirty 
minims. 

Aug. 29th: Patient's condition re- 
mains unchanged. Up to this date he 
was been able to get an occasional nap. 

The appetite has remained good, not- 

thstanding his inability to take other 

an liquid food, and through a tube. 
He knows the gravity of his situation, 



but feels confident of recovery. I dis- 
continued giving him cannibas indica, 
and decided to try the nitrite of amyl, 
which I ordered to be taken on sugar in 
five minim doses every three hours until 
my return. 

Aug. 30th : I was informed that "after 
he had taken the first dose, clonic 
spasms, which, up to this time, had 
occasioned comparatively no discomfort, 
developed to an alarming extent." 
Tonic rigidity has become more marked, 
the characteristic sardonic expression 
has appeared to a noticeable degree, the 
ability to sleep has disappeared, and his 
previous good appetite has given way to 
a distressing nausea. Considering this 
affection among the opprobria of medical 
art, I determined to give the nitrite of 
amyl still further trial. Accordingly, I 
ordered ten minims to be given every 
third hour. 

I saw the patient again in the even- 
ing, and finding him rapidly sinking, I 
gave an experimental dose of twenty 
minims of the nitrite of amyl on sugar, 
as a last trial, for the exposure ot its 
much-vaunted efficacy in this affection, 
| and watched for the result. 

As far as this case was concerned, the 
drug not only proved itself useless to 
benefit, but demonstrated its ability to 
hasten a fatal termination by its increas- 
ing tonic and clonic contractions, both 
in force and frequency. Opisthotonos 
disappeared, only to give place to em- 
prosthotonos. So violent were the 
paroxysms, that it was impossible to 
confine him to any given part of the 
room. Vomiting and the involuntary 
passage of faecal matter contributed to 
his general torment ; spasmodic respira- 
tion occasioned a marked degree of 
cyanosis of the face and neck. The re- 
lation between cause and effect was so 
apparent to the relatives, that they pro- 
tested against my further using the drug. 
I abandoned its further administration, 
convinced that I had takes away my 
patient's chances (slight as I considered 
them) of recovery. The tincture can- 
nabis indica was ordered to be given 
him in thirty minim doses every hour 
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Aug. 31st: Patient improved in every 
*espect. He has had seven hours' un- 
broken sleep, the appetite has returned, 
opisthotonos and emprosthotonos have 
almost entirely disappeared, clonic 
spasms still persist, but are less in force 
and frequency. Tincture cannabis indi- 
ca, forty minims every hour. 

Sept. 1st: Improvement continues. 
Sept. 2d: Tetanic spasm3 increasing 
in force and frequency, opisthotonos 
again developing, appetite disappearing; 
patient has had no sleep since yesterday. 
An examination of the bottle in which 
the medicine was kept revealed "that 
the cannabis indica had precipitated on 
its sides. ,, A fresh supply was ordered. 
Sept. 3d: Patient still continues to 
grow worse. Every muscle seems to 
be affected with clonic spasms ; general 
tonic rigidity has endured since the 
beginning, but does not disturb him 
except in mastication, deglutition and 
respiration ; he has had no sleep since 
day before yesterday, and has eaten 
nothing. Another examination of the 
medicine proved that the cannabis indica 
has again precipitated from the syrup 
with which it had been prescribed. The 
pure tincture was ordered to be given 
in forty minim doses every hour. 

Sept. 3d, evening: Appetite has re- 
turned, patient takes food ravenously; 
he has had two hours' sleep and is quite 
cheerful ; otherwise his condition is much 
the same as it was this morning. Dose 
of tincture cannabis indica increased to 
sixty-six minims every hour. 

Sept. 4th: Appetite good, patient 
cheerful ; has had three hours' sleep ; 
clonic spasms still continue, but not 
so severe. Tincture cannabis indica, 
eighty-eight minims every hour. 

Sept. 4th, evening : Dr. H. F. Wil- 
liams called with me. Clonic spasms 
much less in force than they were this 
morning, appetite good, patient cheer- 
ful ; has had four hours' sleep. Tinct- 
ure cannabis indica, ninety minims every 
hour. 

Sept. 5tn: Contractions, tonic and 
clonic, much milder, appetite ravenous ; 
slept six hours. Tincture cannabis 



indica, one hundred minims every hour. 

Sept. 6th: Improvement continues. 
The muscles of respiration cease to be 
affected. Patient is able to move his 
legs without provoking spasms. Tine 
ture cannabis indica, one hundred and 
twenty-two minims every hour. 

Sept. 7th: Improved in every re- 
spect. Patient is acting very silly this 
morning, and is inclined to be witty at 
his own expense. Tincture cannabis 
indica was ordered to be taken in one 
hundred and thirty-two minim doses 
every hour (equal to 6 grs. of purified 
solid extract), in order to produce, if 
possible, that dreamy ecstasy so often 
described in the text-books. 

Sept. 8th : Patient complains of noth- 
ing except the inability to satisfy his 
appetite. His principal occupation since 
I saw him yesterday has been to tell 
silly and extravagant stories about him- 
self. Tonic rigidity is present to a slight 
extent only, clonic spasms have disap- 
peared. Tincture cannabis indica, sixty 
minims every hour. 

Sept. 9th: During the flight patient 
experienced some severe clonic spasms 
of the muscles of the back. The nurse 
on her own responsibility increased the 
dose of the tincture to ninety minims, 
after which the spasms ceased to occur. 

Sept. 11th: Patient sitting up.. The 
wound has entirely healed by granula- 
tion. The tincture cannabis indica was 
given in ninety minim doses for a few 
days, when it was discontinued alto- 
gether. 

POST PARTUM HEMORRHAGE. 



By J. Morrison, M.D., A.M., Member of 
the Council and Examiner on Chemistry 
in the College of Physicians and Surgeons, 
of Ontario. 



Treatment — In a matter of so serious 
a nature and of such an alarming char- 
acter, the principles of treatment cannot 
be too well understood by the practi- 
tioner ; hence the propriety of frequently 
calling the attention of the younger 
members of our profession, especially, 
to so important a subject. If the pla- 
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centa has been removed, or if it is par- 
tially adherent to the uterus, and the 
organ in a state of inertia, introduce the 
hand into the womb and with the back 
of the fingers make firm and uniform 
pressure against the bleeding vessels, 
and with the other hand make counter 
pressure on the abdomen by friction or 
kneading. If the organ does not imme- 
diately contract, without a moment's 
delay, dash cold water suddenly on the 
abdomen, and repeat, should it be neces- 
sary. As soon as contraction is felt, 
the placenta, if not previously delivered, 
may be grasped with the hand until 
both are expelled, friction and kneading 
being applied externally in the mean- 
time. If a portion of the placenta is 
retained, it must be removed as soon as 
possible by introducing the hand, if 
necessary, except when syncope has 
occurred with the formation of a clot. 
In such a case complete reaction must 
be allowed to take place before attempt- 
ing to remove it. These are the heroic 
but common sense measures on which 
we must depend in desperate cases, when 
it would be all but useless to place our 
dependence on remedies administered 
by the mouth. Much benefit may, 
however, be derived from the patient 
swallowing small pieces of ice, which by 
their action on the sympathetic system 
of nerves often bring on instantaneous 
contraction, In the external applica- 
tion of cold as a remedy in uterine hem- 
orrhage, we must bear in mind that 
when it is too long applied it becomes 
an in-excitef, and is also liable to bring 
on great prostration and coldness of the 
extremities. Warmth must? then be 
applied, and some gentle stimulants, 
such as a little brandy and water, ad- 
ministered, an alternation of heat and 
cold being in fact one of the most 
powerful excitors of the spinal cord. 

In perilous cases of hemorrhage, how- 
ever, cold will very seldom have to be 
applied long enough to lose its effect as 
an excitor of the uterine nerves, and, 
therefore, the alternation of heat and 
cold will be rarely called for. 

The position ot the patient is also im- 



portant. The pillows should be re- 
moved from under the head, and the 
hips elevated by raising the foot of the 
bed. Perfect quiet should also be en- 
joined — a measure not always attainable 
under such circumstances. Besides the 
remedies just mentioned — viz : cold and 
pressure — there are several others 
which, though not so prompt and im- 
mediate in their action, must not be 
overlooked. Of these ergot and oil of 
erigeron canadense hold the first place. 
One or the other of these medicines 
should be administered as soon as prac- 
ticable after the birth of the child, as 
auxiliary means, and indeed profuse 
hemorrhage may, perhaps, be always 
warded off by their timely administra- 
tion. Ergot has lately been proved to 
owe its virtues to phosphoric acid, and, 
it is said, on respectable authority, that 
the acid alone will accomplish the same 
results. 

The other remedy, viz : the oil of 
erigeron, is more certain than ergot, and 
has a far wider range of application, it 
being one of the most valuable remedies 
we possess in secondary hemorrhage 
and menorrhagia. 

Entire dependence should never be 
placed on either ergot or oil of erigeron, 
as they are by no means instantaneous 
in their action. They require from five 
to twenty minutes before their effects 
become manifest, and in this time either 
death would ensue or the patient's life 
be seriously jeopardized. As auxilliary 
means, however, they are most valuable, 
and should never be omitted. Both of 
these remedies will be found more effi- 
cacious when administered along with a 
few drops of tincture of capsicum, or in 
its absence with a little brandy. In 
secondary hemorrhage, and, indeed, in 
| all hemorrhages from the uterus, our 
main reliance may be placed on the oil 
of erigeron. This is one of the reme- 
dies peculiar to our school of medicine, 
and if we had added no other remedy to 
the armamentum of the physician, we 
would have deserved the everlasting 
gratitude of our race for having enriched 
the materia medica with a remedy which 
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has no superior in this class of hemor- I 
rhages. Notwithstanding its well 
known power to control both hemor- 
rhage and diarrhoea, it has not come into 
general use among all classes of practi- 
tioners, but like quinia, veratrum viride, 
and others, it will require about half a 
century before physicians of all schools 
will appreciate and acknowledge its 
virtues. Gossypium is another remedy 
which is said to possess considerable 
power in promoting uterine contraction, 
but from the difficulty in procuring a 
good preparation from the recent root, 
it is doubtful whether it will ever take 
the place of more efficient remedies. 

With regard to the injection of as- 
tringents and other irritating substances 
into the uterus in such cases, they will 
be found to be pernicious in their ten- 
dency and uncertain in their action. 
Electricity, too, though highly lauded 
by some authorities, cannot be readily 
applied, owing to the apparatus being 
rarely at hand, and even if it were, death 
would occur before it could be applied. 
Another remedy which is still in use 
in some quarters, and is indeed a favorite 
remedy with those who persist in re- 
maining behind the age — the tampon — 
deserves to be only mentioned that it 
may be condemned. It can exercise no 
power in contracting the uterus, the 
primary object in view, but, on the con- 
trary, rather retards contraction by pre- 
venting the flow of blood through the 
vagina, and thus converts an external 
hemorrhage into an internal one, thereby 
deceiving the practitioner and most 
certainly destroying the patient 

After the hemorrhage has been con- 
trolled, if the patient has lost much 
blood, she will be found frequently 
pulseless and with cold extremities — in 
fact in a state of great prostration. 
Under such circumstances a little brandy, 
with or without tincture of opium, may 
be cautiously administered until the 
pulse returns and a general warmth to 
the extremities. These remedies may 
be also aided by applying warm flannels 
and bottles filled with warm water to the 
limbs. As soon as reaction is fully es- 



tablished the stimulants must be with- 
drawn and the patient's strength sus- 
tained by such measures as the general 
circumstances of the case will indicate. 
For quieting the nervous system and 
mitigating the severity of after pains, 
there is nothing in the materia medica 
so efficacious as a decoction of Scutel- 
laria. 

After profuse hemorrhage the patient 
will almost always complain of more or 
less headache and intolerance of light* 
Scutellaria will relieve these promptly. 



CASE OF MEMBRANOUS CROUP 
—NEW METHOD OF TREAT- 
MENT—RECOVERY. 



BY ALEXANDER FULTON, M.D., OF CON- 

SHOHOCKEN, PA. 



On the evening of the 22d of last 
month I was called in great haste to see 
a child of W. L. Found, complaint 
membraneous croup, of which the child 
was apparently dying; skin cold and 
clammy ; pulse rapid and thready ; face 
pallid ; eyes sunken, half open and fixed, 
and the breathing very difficult, with that 
crowing noise so peculiar to the affec- 
tion ; suffocation seemingly imminent. 

Having had a number of cases of this 
terrible disease, all of which proved 
fatal, notwithstanding careful treatment 
according to our text books, I deter- 
mined putting into effect a new proce- 
dure, which I had contemplated doing 
in the very next case that presented 
itself, viz. : I introduced my little finger 
into the child's mouth, over the tongue, 
until the epiglottis was reached, then 
pushed it into the larynx, as I supposed, 
and still forward, whether between or 
beyond the vocal cords I do not know. 
Directly the child took violent fits of 
spasmodic coughing, followed immedi- 
ately by the elimination of large mouth- 
fuls of membranous exudation — very 
ropy — could be drawn like the white of 
an egg, The result was, the child on 
the very threshhold of death, became 
animated ; the complexion almost nat- 
ural; the eyes that were half opened 
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and fixed, opened ; and the breathing 
became less' difficult. Relief was expe- 
rienced until the next morning, when 
another paroxysm threatened. Again 
I went through the same procedure, 
followed by the same good result, and 
prescribed the following, as recommend- 
ed by Dr. Thomas Drysdale in a former 
issue of the Reported: ■ 
R. Pulv. potass.t chlor., dr.ij 
Syrup litnon, f.oz.j 

Aqua?, f.oz.iij. M. 

Sig. — a teaspoonful every hour. 
Convalescence ensued, with complete 
recovery. — Medical and Surgical Reporter. 



A RESPIRATORY BRACE. 

Dr. Geo. F. French, of Portland, Me., 
has devised {Boston Medical and Surgical 
Journal) a very useful appliance for the 
relief of orthopneea. It consists, as will 
be seen from the accompanying cuts 
gs. 1 and 
of a cross- 
, from the 
remities of 
ich hang 
i loops of 
ing elastic 
)bing for 
support of 
shoulders, 
e broad 
d encir- 
gthe head 
teadied by 
-s stretch- 
I across on 

h sides to 
i upright 
;tic sup- 
ts. The 
fio. 1. apparatus is 

suspended by a pulley cc ring from the 
ceiling. Fig I represents a patient rest- 
ing with the brace applied under the 
shoulders. Whenever, from the help- 
lessness or weight of the patient, or 
from the tedious duration of the case, 
the circulation in the arm is impeded, 
the support should be afforded by the 



elbows, as in Fig. '2, in which the en- 
tire press u 
comes upi 
the outside 
the foreari 
Usually, ho 
ever, the d 
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ure under tl 
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sittingisinsi 
ficienttoint( 
fere with ti 
circulatio 
The utilility 
the apparat 
can hardly 1 
quest i o n e i 
The thor; 

being slung _ 4 . iW# it 

it were by the arm-pits, and the head 
properly steadied, muscular fatigue is 
prevented, the voluntary and involuntary 
respiratory muscles have the best possi- 
ble chance to act, and the patient is 
supported in an easy sitting position for 
sleep. Aside from this, the apparatus 
can be adapted to every case in which it 
is necessary to afford an effectual and 
comfortable sitting position and relieve 
the upper portion of the body from the 
weight of the shoulders and head. — N, 
J*. Medical Record. 



NOTE ON THE TREATMENT OF 
RUPTURE OF THE LIGAMEN- 
TUM PATELL/E. 



J. F., aged forty-four, was aamitted to 
the Surgical Clinical Wards on the 8th 
of September, 1878. He limped into 
the hospital, complaining that something 
had given way in his right knee. He 
stated that, shortly before his admission, 
in going down a ladder his right loot 
caught on the last step, and that he fell 
forwards, his right leg bending under 
him. On examining the joint, the nature 
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of the accident was at once evident. 
The patella lay on the anterior surface 
of the femur above the condyles ; there 
was a distinct gap between the patella 
and the tubercle of the tibia. The lig- 
amentum patellae could not be felt. The 
patient could not extend his leg. 

Treatment. — An oblong piece of strong 
extension plaster, large enough to cover 
the anterior and lateral aspects of the 
thigh, was heated, and fixed in position 
by means of a roller bandage. It was 
shaped so as to embrace the patella, and 
to its distal corners, on either side of the 
knee-joint, two pieces of strong india- 
rubber tubing, eight inches in length* 
were attached by tapes. The limb was 
then laid on a posterior splint with foot- 
piece, and slung in the inclined position 
to a wire cradle. The india-rubber tubing 
was fastened by means of tapes to the 
footpiece, and tightened sufficiently to 
bring the patella to its normal position. 
The elasticity of the india-rubber re- 
lieved the feeling of rigidity, and its 
contractility counteracted any loosening 
of the apparatus due to stretching of the 
tapes or slipping of the plaster. 

The patient was in bed eight weeks. 
The plaster required renewal once. He 
never had any uneasiness from the appa- 
ratus, and was discharged on the 4th of 
November with firm union. Measure- 
ment from the upper border of the pa- 
tella to the tubercule of the tibia was 
four inches on both limbs. On the 3d 
of January, 1877, the patient was shown 
at the Medico-Chirurgical Society, with 
complete restoration of flexion and ex- 
tension at the knee-joint. The measure- 
ment from the upper border of the pa- 
tella to the tubercle of the tibia was 
now 4£ inches, slight stretching of the 
newly formed material having taken 
place since 4th November. 

I have also used this simple method 
in a case of fracture of the patella with 
an equally satisfactory result, simply 
drawing the upper fragment down to the 
lower, and applying nothing to fix or 
push up the lower fragment. — Edinburgh 
Medical Journal, February, 1 877, p. 708. 



ABSTRACTS AND GLBAHIHaS. 

Menopause. — Wm. Pepper, M.D.,in 
University of Pennsylvania Clinic, re- 
marks: Ovulation fixes woman's place 
in the animal economy. With the act of 
menstruation is wound up the whole es- 
sential character of her system. At the 
"change of life " we recognize a trans- 
formation in woman's moral, emotional 
and sexual character. There is no pe- 
riod of life, except that of early child- 
hood, in which such peculiar conditions 
arise. 

Let us consider the symptoms in or- 
der. 

I. Hemorrhages. — Some mode of es- 
tablishing an equilibrium is necessitated 
upon the stoppage of the natural men- 
strual flow. The circulatory fluid is in 
excess and must find some vent, hence 
piles, copius epistaxis, haematemesis,and 
haemoptysis as resultants. 

II. Dyspeptic Symptoms. — These are 
very vaiied, troublesome and hard to 
relieve. Women at this time are apt to 
overeat themselves. The same amount 
of blood-making food is consumed, and 
less blood is needed. Therefore, we 
find (1) actual indigestion, or (2) pleth- 
ora. There is, in the first case, marked 
predominance of gastric nervous symp- 
toms, such as heartburn, gastralgia and 
acidity, headache, disturbed vision and 
pains over the body, paroxysms of neu- 
ralgia, it may be. Vomiting is not com- 
mon. Reflex disturbances, such as 
fixed pains in the head, are usual. The 
tongue is large and flabby, the liver con- 
gested and inactive. The complexion 
and conjunctiva may be sallow. Erup- 
tions, such as acne, and crops of pim- 
ples arise. The bowels are torpid, and 
so a chronic catarrh of the intestines 
may be set up. The second set of symp- 
toms are connected — the assimilation of 
organic matter into the blood. It may 
add to the mass of the blood and devel- 
op plethora, or it may form a low grade 
of tissue and cause obesity. Such per- 
sons suffer from a great sense of fullness 
and pulsation. The vessels of the head 
and neck beat and throb, particularly on 
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bending down ; there is giddiness and 
possibly confusion of mind and loss of 
memory. The pulse is full, hard, sound- 
ing and slow; the urine high colored, 
and contains an excess of organic mat- 
ter. There may be oppression of the 
chest and fulness at the base of the 
brain. Polysarca comes on. The woman 
increases to double her former weight 
in the course of a few years. 

III. Moral and Emotional Changes. — 
Women may become raving maniacs 
until the balance is restored. They grow 
nervous, fidgety, petulant, and hard to 
get on with. They indulge occasion- 
ally in the most peculiar and unnatu- 
ral freaks. 

IV. Disturbances of Circulation. — Pal- 
pitation and functional derangements are 
common. The pulse is frequent and 
irregular; there is often violent dyspnoea. 
No valvular murmur or hypertrophy 
exist. 

V. Latent disposition to disease is 
exceedingly likely to be roused and be- 
come evident at this time. This is par- 
ticularly the case with gout. The lithic 
acid diathesis is very common in this 
country, though gout is rare. The 
nitrogenous matters are only carried to 
the stage of uric or lithic acid, and these 
circulate in the blood, taking the form 
of calculi, and being deposited in the 
glands. All the conditions necessary to 
the uric acid diathesis are met with in 
the menopause. Such women are very 
likely to have gravel in the urine, thick- 
enings about the joints, etc. , etc. Other 
constitutional affections, such as cancer, 
phthisis, may also make their appearance 
now. 

As regards diagnosis, it is only neces- 
sary to note the age of the patient, the 
menstrual irregularities, and the absence 
of any other cause for her disease. 

The prognosis is generally favorable if 
the proper medicinal, moral, and hygi- 
enic treatment be employed. Other- 
wise softening of the brain, a perma- 
nently congested liver, diseases of the 
heart, and often incurable constitutional 



affections, are the inevitable conse- 
quences. 

As regards treatment. The diet must 
be restricted, and all stimulating foods 
avoided, though the patient may feel 
weak and indisposed to exertion. Al- 
cohol, organic foods and fats are to be 
strictly forbidden. So, also, with but- 
ter, meat and fried food. What is eaten 
should be light and digestible. Moral 
suasion is of essential importance. Ex- 
plain to the patient the change she is 
going through, and so gain her confi- 
dence. Exercise, fresh air, sunlight, 
gymnastic pursuits, bathing, and horse- 
back riding are the chief hygienic indi 
cations. If the patient be feeble, with 
a tendency to tuberculous diathesis, be 
careful how you put her on an exhaust- 
ing treatment. Where the liver is con- 
gested, occasional moderate doses of blue 
pills are of benefit — S-5 grains once eve- 
ry fourteen days. I have seen the most 
wonderful results obtained under this 
treatment, especially if there be an ex- 
cess of lithic acid in the blood, as shown 
by the red brickdust sediment in the 
urine. Some patients cannot take blue 
pills without salivation, so never give 
more than two grains at a time, followed 
by a saline. If calomel is not borne, 
Epsom or Rochelle salts may be substi- 
tuted. So some bitter waters may be 
drunk after breakfast. For the nervous 
symptoms the bromides are the best 
remedies. Assafoetida and valerian are 
also useful. I have had very excellent 
results from two-grain doses of the mon- 
obromide of camphor, taken every two 
hours until ten grains have been in- 
gested. Dry cups, mustard plasters, and 
blisters are of value as local applications. 
The symptoms of circulatory disturb- 
ances are to be best combated with dig- 
italis. If, however, there be marked 
plethora, with a heavy, driving pulse, 
aconite or veratrum viride may be em- 
ployed. For the indigestion the diet 
should be carefully studied. Sometimes 
the alkalies and nervines are needed on 
account of the peculiar accompanying 
pains. The following formula is reliable : 
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R. Acid, hydrocyan dil gtt L 

Sodae bicarb gr. x. 

Tinct valeriani fl dr. J 

Zingiberis syrupi gtt. xl. 

Aquae fl. oz. iij. 

S. In water, thrice daily. 

Lithia, being a fixed alkali and good 
diuretic, is often employed with advan- 
tage. It has a tendency to eliminate the 
urates from the blood. The benzoate, 
carbonate or citrate of lithia are also 
employed. Where there is presumably 
a tendency to the development of some 
latent constitutional affection, it should, 
if possible, be anticipated and aborted. 
— Medical Record, 

Amputation of the Arm by Means 
of the Elastic Ligature. — In the 
Lyon Medical* this operation is re- 
corded as performed by Prof. O. G. 
Silvestri, of Vicenza. Surgeons natur- 
ally hesitate to perform resection or,am- 
putation ' in cases of white swelling of 
the knee or elbow. The process not be- 
ing arrested on account of inadequate 
remedial measures, the patient loses 
strength, and becomes extremely emaci- 
ated ; it is at this period of the disease 
that the operation is usually performed, 
though the general condition of the pa- 
tient would almost contraindicate any 
active interference. 

^ Silvestri, who first introduced the elas- 
tic compression known under the name 
of "Esmarch's method/' has proposed 
the employment of the elastic ligature 
in the above cases, and has published a 
case in which the result was most grati- 
fying. It was that of a young man, 
twenty-two years old, of a scrofulous 
constitution, who for six months had 
suffered from caries of the sixth, seventh, 
eighth and ninth ribs, in their convexi- 
ties ; there was complete caries of the 
left elbow-joint, and the right hand was 
threatened with the same condition. 
There were high fever, colliquative 
sweats, and diarrhoea, which would yield 
to no treatment ; absolute anorexia, in- 
tense pains in the elbow, and extreme 
emaciation. Though the condition 
of the elbow-joint indicated an opera- 



tion, the feebleness of the patient con- 
traindicated it. But, as the patient was 
urgent to have something done, Silves- 
tri, with the consent of his colleagues, 
resolved to apply the elastic ligature. 

On the 8th of May, 1874, accordingly, 
the patient's arm, below the insertion of 
the deltoid, was enveloped with a gum- 
elastic band, about two millimetres in 
diameter, and covered with silk thread. 
Twenty turns of the band were made, 
the latter being always kept in its great- 
est extension, and the two ends were 
tied with a silk band. The patient re- 
ceived seven and a half grammes of 
chloral, which produced sleep. No pain 
was experienced. The pressure exer- 
cised, calculated according to the elas- 
ticity of the band, was equal to twenty 
one killogrammes at each point, conse- 
quently forty-two killogrammes for the 
whole diameter. The pulse, at time of 
operation, was 100; five hours after, 
112} and six hours after, 100. There 
was no fever on the following day ; the 
sweats and diarrhoea ceased, and the ap- 
petite returned. Milk diet was ordered, 
under which the patient soon began to 
gain flesh. 

Gradually the bands penetrated the 
soft tissues, and at the same time lost 
their parallelism. The circumference of 
the arm, where the bands were applied, 
was eighteen centimetres at the time of 
operation ; four days after, it was eleven 
centimetres; six days after, ten and a 
half centimetres, and ten centimetres on 
the 26th of May. On the evening of 
May 29th, it was found to be nine and 
one-quarter centimetres, and on June 3d 
it was reduced to eight centimetres. 

On June 18th the arms and bands fell 
off spontaneously, the process having 
lasted forty days. The stump, in its 
upper portion, had cicatrized. The re- 
maining portion was dressed with dry 
lint. The further course of the case was 
favorable. 

The author draws the following con- 
clusions : 

1. The compression exercised inter- 
cepts all communication between the 
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limb and the rest of the body ; the mor- 
bid material from the seat of the disease 
cannot, therefore, enter the circulation ; 
furthermore, drainage from the morbid 
foyer ceases. 

2. There is no loss of blood. 

3. Cicatrization takes place slowly, 
and the patient bears it easily. 

4. The patient's forces are econo- 
mized. 

The author does not hesitate to em- 
ploy this method in all those cases 
where the general condition of the pa- 
tient offers no prospect ef success to the 
performance of a bloody operation. — N. 
Y. Medical Journal. 

Value of Small Doses of Medicine 
Frequently Repeated. — We cull from 
the Medical Record the following prac- 
tical items, from a paper read before 
the New. York Medical Journal Associa- 
tion, by Dr. Henry Dessau: 

Vomiting in Children — In the treat- 
ment of vomiting in children, whether 
due to stomach and intestinal disorder, 
or as a complication of pneumonia, fol- 
lowing the recommendation of Ringer, 
I have found the administration of drop 
doses of the wine of ipecac, repeated 
every hour, act with the greatest suc- 
cess in checking the vomiting. It also 
appears to exert a curative effect upon 
the diarrhoea of children when attended 
with vomiting, especially that form 
where the stools resemble those of dys- 
entery. But the vomiting is the symp- 
tom that is most markedly benefitted. 
I recall the case of a little patient at the 
New York Foundling Asylum, suffering 
from a severe attack of croupous pneu- 
monia, where the stomach was so irrita- 
ble for the first two days of the attack 
that not even a spoonful of toast-water 
would remain. This condition, of course, 
prevented the retention of any remedies, 
but after the first dose of a drop of wine 
of ipecac given in toast-water, the nurse 
reported that the vomiting entirely 
ceased and did not return. The reme- 
dy was, however, continued for two days 
longer. Frequently, where other reme- 
dies would not be retained in the vomit- 



ing of children suffering from acute 
gastro-intestinal catarrh, the drop dose 
of wine of ipecac, given in toast-water 
or the mother's milk, would remain and 
quiet the stomach to receive other reme- 
dies, and, most important of all, the 
mother's milk. 

Vomiting after Debauch. — In the 
vomiting sometimes following a debauch, 
especially in women, of which I have 
see* several severe cases, drop doses of 
Fowler's solution of arsenic, hourly re- 
peated, appeared to act like a charm. 
This remedy is also highly recommended 
by Ringer in the morning Vom«ting of 
drunkards, where this symptom is indi- 
cative of a chronic affection of the gas- 
tric mucous membrane. Here the dose 
is not so frequently repeated, however, 
a drop of the solution given three times 
daily, before meals, being sufficiently 
often. Where there is a disgust for food, 
in addition to the morning vomiting, in 
these cases of chronic alcoholism, I have 
used a combination of a drop of Fow- 
ler's solution of arsenic and from three 
to five drops of tincture of capsicum, 
given before meals three times daily, 
with good success. 

Vomiting in Phthisis. — In the vomit- 
ing which often complicates phthisis pui- 
monalis and its allied affection, chronic 
bronchitis, independent of that brought 
on by the cough, it is of the utmost im- 
portance to be possessed of a reliable 
remedy to check it. The power of the 
stomach to retain its contents is here the 
only hope of any chance to strengthen 
and build up the general system, and so 
enable it to resist the encroachments of 
the disease-action. Moreover, the fre- 
quent attacks of vomiting tend to exhaust 
and weaken an already feeble organism, 
and to hasten dissolution. It is almost 
astonishing to observe with what happy 
success small doses of alum, say from 
three to five grains, given in solution 
with some aromatic water, as cinnamon 
for instance, acts here. 

Bronchitis of Children. — There is 
a form of bronchitis seen amongst chil- 
dren, where a large number of coarse 
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mucous rales produce loud wheezing 
with an asthmatic quality of cough. The 
wheezing is the* symptom that the 
mother is more likely to complain of, 
and together with the cough, is most in- 
tense at night, both almost entirely dis- 
appearing during the day. Such cases 
very readily yield in my praetice under 
the use of tartar emetic, given in solu- 
tion in the proportion of a grain to the 
pint of water. Of this solution a tea- 
spoonful is given every one or two hours, 
with the best results, sometimes, accord- 
ing to Ringer, relieving the noisy wheez- 
ing after one or two doses. 

Often in children we find a catarrh of 
the bronchial and intestinal mucous 
membranes, either coexisting or alterna- 
ting with each other. When such a 
condition persists after the employment 
of the ordinary household remedies,tartar 
emetic, in the same doses of the solu- 
tion just before mentioned, hourly re- 
peated, will check both catarrhs without 
the use of further treatment. This plan 
is, at least, an advantage over the usual 
one of prescribing separately for the 
cough and diarrhoea. I am indebted to 
Ringer for the suggestions of the fore- 
going treatments. 

Alimentation of Infants while Suf- 
fering from Intestinal Catarrh. — 
Prof. Demme, of Berne, believes that 
cow's or goat's milk should not be given 

at all to infants who are suffering from 
intestinal catarrh. It appears in the 
passages in the form of coagulated, un- 
digested masses. The affection prevents 
the formation or the normal action of 
the gastric ferment, and the milk, in 
traversing the digestive canal, acts as a 
foreign body, which irritates the mucous 
membrane, undergoes a putrid fermen- 
tation, and causes the continued forma- 
tion of watery, putrid discharges. As 
a rule, human milk does not exert these 
unpleasant effects. Condensed milk is 
less injurious than cow's milk, although 
the large quantity of sugar it contains 
favors fermentation and decomposition. 
In the Hopital Jenner, infants affected 



with acute intestinal catarrh are nour- 
isRed in the following way: 

Twice a day from a quarter of a pound 
to a pound of beef is deprived of fat, 
cut up into fine pieces, infused for an 
hour in a quart and a half of cold water, 
and then boiled down to a quarter of its 
previous bulk ; it is then set aside for a 
while, the fat skimmed off, and the re- 
mainder filtered and set aside to cool 
completely. It is given cold, in small 
quantities, every two or three hours, and 
mixed with barley or rice water, which 
should be prepared first each time by 
boiling a small quantity of rice or barley 
in water for a few minutes. When the 
children are very thirsty, the rice or 
barley water is given in the intervals 
without sugar. When they refuse to 
take the water and bouillon, Professor 
Demme resorts at once to albuminous 
water. This is prepared by beating up 
the whites of one or two eggs, and then 
adding water in small quantities at a 
time, while the mixture is being gently 
stirred. In this way a well mixed fluid 
is obtained, which is mucilaginous and 
tasteless, and is readily taken by the 
children. For infants from one to ten 
weeks of age, Prof. Demme orders for 
the bouillon from a quarter to a half 
pound of meat per diem. One, two or 
three whites of eggs, according to the 
age of the patient, suffice for from half 
a pint to a pint and a half of water, 
which quantity may be administered 
daily. When the patients begin to lose 
strength, he gives from five to thirty 
drops of the purest cognac from three 
to five times a day. When, in the cases 
of older children, it is deemed advisa- 
ble to continue the use of milk, it is 
diluted with rice or barley w* *r. He 
has given up the use of grated raw meat 
in acute intestinal catarrh of infants. 

With regard to medicinal treatment, 
Prof. Demme has found that the profuse 
serous diarrhoeas yield readily to very 
small doses of calomel (gr. 1-20 to 1-10) 
and opium (gr. 1-100 to 1-85) every two 
or three hours. Sometimes has had 
recourse with advantage to nitrate of 
silver, with glycerine and a small quan- 
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tity of opium. He leaves out the opium 
when possible, because it lessens the 
strength of the patients. He believes 
that tannin, bismuth, the vegetable as- 
tringents, etc., only irritate the mucous 
membrane and prolong the affection. 
The above plan of nourishment is as 
applicable for the chronic as for the 
acute form of intestinal catarrh. In the 
former, Mr. Demme has found the con- 
tinued use of albuminous water and 
cognac to be especially valuable. — Ga- 
zette Obstetrical*, April 5, 1877. 

Dose and Mode of Administering 
Nitrate of Silver. — Many years since 
I began to administer this remedy, giv- 
ing a grain in an ounce of pure water 
in the morning before breakfast, for 
chronic inflammation of the stomach 
and bowels. I have continued it with 
the most gratifying results in dyspepsia, 
with its various morbid symptoms. As 
I don't weigh it any longer, I have given, 
no doubt, one and a half grains per dose 
at times ; I have weighed five grains and 
divided it into four doses, often. I find 
it sometimes vomits, sometimes purges 
actively, and sometimes produced no 
decided sensation. But it is the best 
alterative and tonic to the mucous mem- 
branes of the stomach and bowels I have 
ever tried. I give it alone for that. I 
generally give a dose every other morn- 
ing, until two, three or four doses have 
been taken. I always put it up in blue 
paper, to be dissolved in four tablespoon- 
fuls of rain water, when used, and drank 
on an empty stomach before breakfast, 
always. In this way and for this pur- 
pose I use a great deal, with results 
highly gratifying to my patients as well 
as myself. 

I have been induced to give this, my 
experience in the use of nitrate of silver, 
from noticing several articles on the sub- 
ject in the Reporter. I have acquired 
quite a reputation for curing epilepsy. 
1 give nitrate of silver (with other rem- 
edioe) simply to restore the mucous 
membranes of the stomach and bowels 
to a healthy condition. I never continue 
it long; seldom give more than four to 



six or eight doses ; when I give more 
than four, I leave considerable interval 
between the first and second course. I 
don't depend upon that article alone 
in the treatment of epilepsy. — D. W. 
Foster in Med. and Sutg. Reporter. 

[It should be borne in mind that this 
remedy will discolor the skin if long 
continued. — Ed. 1 

Autumnal Diarrhea. — The season is 
approaching during which the common 
autumnal or summer diarrhea is one of 
the most common complaints for which 
the physician has to prescribe. As most 
physicians are aware that a vast amount 
of it is caused and kept in action by an 
acid state of the stomach and indiges- 
tion, and that laxatives and antacids will 
generally control it, I present the simple 
and inexpensive form which I have em- 
ployed for the last five years with entire 
success. It will sometimes, though 
rarely, be necessary to employ a little 
hydrarg. cum creta or quinine in con- 
nection with it 

R Pulv. rhei 1 

Magnesiae \aa gr. xl; 

Sodii bicarb J 

Saccharialb oz. ij; 

OL anisi gtt. xl; 

Aquae fl.oz. viij; 

Tinct. opiicamph fl.oz. ss. 

Drop the oil qf anise on the sugar in 
a mortar, add the powders, and mix 
gradually; add the water, pour all into 
a bottle, and add the paregoric. Shake 
well before using. 

Dose for infant, one half teaspoonful ; 
one to two*years old, one teaspoonful ; 
two to ten [years old, two teaspoonsful; 
adults one or two tablespoonsfiil, 
from threej to six hours apart. If it 
should be necessary to use an astrin- 
gent, as dry chalk, 

RCretae'prep oz. j; 

Pulv.Jkino dr. j; M. 

may be prescribed in doses sufficient to 
produce the desired effect. 

This will be all that will be required 
in most cases of our fall diarrheas, es- 
pecially among children, and it has the 
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advantage of being easily prepared and 
pleasant to take. — Dr. W. Mc Williams, 
in Ohio Med. Recorder. 

Uses of Hydrate of 4 Chloral. — iOr. 
J. A. Larrabee, (Va.JMed. Monthly) 
says : I have found chloral hydrate, in 
strong solution, to be the most agree- 
able disinfectant and reliable antiseptic. 
Administered in febrile conditions it is 
an apyretic of no mean value ; and ap- 
plied locally in union with camphor or 
in strong solution, it is a descutient, 
anodyne, and alterative of great power. 
It forms the best application for injection 
into suppurating sinuses, as in the hip, 
long muscles of the back, etc., cleansing 
and healing rapidly these fistulous tracts 
and promoting the rapid healing of su- 
perficial ulcerations. 

It will arrest the formation of fur- 
uncles, carbuncles, and causeSrapid reso- 
lution of indolent swellings. ;j?A number 
of children were selected suffering from 
most offensive oz&na and strumous sores. 
In less than a week all fetor ceased and 
recovery followed the use of a mild solu- 
tion with the nasal syrine. 

The most wonderful result was ob- 
tained in a lot of children suffering from 
scorbutic gums. Six of the worst cases 
were selected ; in some of them, the 
gums, were sloughing, and all presented 
a frightful appearance. The local use 
of chloral hydrate in water as a wash 
cured these gums in eight days— sound 
and well — constitutional treatment being 
kept up during the mean time. It is 
necessary, however, to state that the 
same constitutional treatment had been 
kept up without benefit for a month 
previous. It has also been used, with 
great advantage in ptyriasis copitis. 

Stringent and Tonic Baths in Sum- 
mer Complaint of Children. — Dr. 
Wharton (Va. Med. Monthly) says: 
Many a time, when the case seemed al- 
most hopeless, have I seen the baths of 
oak and willow bark apparently snatch 
the patient from the very verge of the 
grave, and it is from an experience of 
its great value in such cases — an expe- | 



rience of thirty years — that I would em- 
phasize their importance. 

I do not undervalue the importance 
of medicine when I say that I have seen 
more good done in bad cases of summer 
complaint by the use of the baths than 
by all other means. During the pre- 
sent season I have seen some very bad 
cases relieved promptly, after the fail- 
ure of well-directed treatment with the 
established remedies. 

The baths are prepared by boiling 
oak and willow barks to a strong de- 
coction. The patient is bathed in this 
decoction at a temperature of 80° F.— 
that is, tepid — as a warm bath is too 
relaxing, and he will not be able to bear 
a temperature cold enough to cause a 
shock. He must be be kept in it from 
five to ten minutes, according to his 
strength and susceptibility, and it must 
be used twice a day in severe cases. 
The same water will be good for two 
days in the hottest weather. 

Arsenic in Albumenuria. — Dr. T. 
Lauder Brunton reports the case of a 
man who, for nine years, suffered from 
intermittent albuminuria, with debility, 
and at times loss of flesh. The albu- 
minuria was worse in summer, was 
brought on by exertion in the morning, 
and by the use of meats and fats, and 
completely disappeared when a farina- 
ceous diet was adhered to. The patient 
suffered much from acidity, especially 
in the morning. There was no oedema. 
The heart and lungs were healthy* No 
casts were found in the urine, but it was 
not very frequently examined for them. 
Quinine increased the albumenuria, and 
so did phosphorus. Digitalis caused it 
to diminish slightly, but the drug disa- 
greed with the stomaeh, and had to be 
stopped. On account of its supposed 
action on the secreting structure of the 
kidney, Fowler's solution was finally 
ordered at meal times in three-minim 
doses. The albumen disappeared from 
the urine almost at once, and the pa- 
tient was able to do much more work 
than before without bringing it back. — * 
The Practitioner, June, 1877. 
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A Daring Therapeutist.— At a late 
meeting of the Massachusetts Dental 
Society, Dr. Waters, of Salem, stated 
that bicarbonate of soda, such as is used 
for cooking purposes, or any other alkali 
in neutral form, would afford instantane- 
ous cessation of pain from the severest 
burns or scalds, and would cure such 
injuries in a few hours. Dipping a 
sponge into boiling water, the Doctor 
squeezed it over his right wrist, produc- 
ing a severe scald around his arm and 
some two inches in width. Then, de- fc 
spite the suffering it occasioned, he ap- 
plied the scalding water to his wrist for 
half a minute. Bicarbonate of soda 
was at once dusted over the surface, a 
wet cloth applied, and the pain, the ex- 
perimenter stated, was almost instantly 
deadened. Although the wound was of 
a nature to be open and painful for a 
considerable time, on the day following 
the single application of soda, the less 
injured portion was practically healed, 
only a slight discoloration of the flesh 
being perceptible. The severer wound, 
in a few days, with no other treatment 
than a wet cloth kept over it, showed 
every sign of rapid healing. — Med. and 
Surg. Journal. 

Reduction of Heat in Typhoid 
Fever — Dr. Kibbee {Medical and Surgi- 
cal Reporter) states : — I have proven, to 
an absolute certainty, that the pouring 
of tepid water through a sheet, so 
folded that it will reach from the lower 
part of the hip to the axillae, will, in a 
short time, two hours at most, reduce 
the highest fever heat to the normal 
standard, and hold it there for days, 
and even weeks, as in many cases of 
typhoid, which I have treated with in- 
variable success, where the treatment 
began with the first exacerbation of the 
fever. 

In my time I have had several calls to 
sit in council with my medical confreres 
who had treated their typhoid cases in 
the usual way almost up to the period 
of articulo mortis, a point past all hope 
from the use of any medicinal remedy 
known to the profession ; and by simply 



adopting the tepid pouring process, the 
fearful internal heat was reduced to the 
normal standard, and held there by con- 
tinual pouring, and equalized by apply- 
ing artificial warmth to the extremities. 

Chronic Malarial Toxemia. — 
Having been a busy practitioner in 
the swamps of Louisiana for the 
last six years, where I have been call- 
ed upon to prescibe for all the varied 
and masked forms of chronic malarial 
poisoning, I have found nothing so effi- 
cient and efficacious as an alterative and 
tonic, as well as a permanent curative 
agent, as the following prescription, 
which, if continued for a sufficient 
length of time, vail do all that a combi- 
nation of medicines can do in such 
cases ; in fact, no case coming under my 
observation, during the past six years, 
has resisted this treatment, and am 
satisfied no one will be disappointed 

who will give it a thorough trial : 
R. Pulv. sulph. ferri 4 drachms. 

Nitric acid 1 ounces. 

Mix and stir in mortar till effervescence ceases 
then add: 

tiulph. quinine 4 drachms. 

Nitrate potass 6 drachma. 

Aqua Q. S. to make 6 ounces. 

8. Teaspoonful three* times daily, after eating, 

well diluted in water. 

Lake Charles, August 8th, 1877. 

—Brief. 

Sexual Hygiene. — Professor Hart- 
shorn, formerly Professor of Hygiene 
in the University of Pennsylvania, gives 
the following condensation of his views 
of sexual hygiene : 

1. The action of the reproductive or- 
gans is not necessary to the individual ; 
its purpose being the continuation of the 
species. 

2. No harm results from inaction of 
the generative organs. 

3. Sexuality is healthy and safe only 
in marriage. 

4. The married state is, as~a rule, 
rather more favorable to health than 
celibacy. 

5. Abnormal sensuality is injurious in 
proportion to prematurity, deviation 
from nature, and frequency of indul- 
gence. 
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6. Hygiene furnishes no justifica- 
tion for prostitution. — Med. and Surg. 
Journal. 

Influence of Artificial Suppres- 
sion of the Cutaneous Secretion. 

— Sokoloff {Virchow's Archiv) experi- 
mented upon some forty-six ^ dogs and 
rabbits. These animals were painted 
with oil and other substances, the results 
being as follows: The temperature 
usually fell. The urine showed gray and 
hyaline cylinders, kidney-epithelium, 
and young cells by which its specific 
gravity was increased ; albumen also 
appeared. In one case, dropsy occurred. 
Diarrhoea, loss of power in the heart, 
cramps, sopor, and, when the coating 
was extensive or complete, death, in 
periods varying from a few hours to sev- 
eral days. Post-mortem examination, 
congestion of the brain and membranes, 
as well as of most of the internal organs. 
— The Drug. Or. and Client. Gaz. 

Insomnia. — A lecturer remarks that 
ordinary cases of insomnia may be divi- 
ded into three classes — senile, toxic, and 
psychical. In the senile form of the 
affection the disorder depends upon de- 
generation of the cerebral arteries, and 
is difficult of cure ; in the toxic, upon 
abuse of alcohol, tea or tobacco, and 
ceases upon the removal of the cause ; 
in the psychical, it arises from continued 
and excessive mental strain, grief, anx- 
iety, worry, etc., and is usually success- 
fully treated by full doses of bromides, 
combined with tincture of ergot and 
cod-liver oil. If the£insomnia be 'se- 
rious, it must be stopped at once by 
hypnotics, preferably by opium. — Med. 
and Surg. Reporter. 

Belladonna in Constipation, the 
Result of Paralysis of the Bowels. — 
Dr. H. A. DuBois, of San Rafael, Cal., 
writes: "In a case of paralysis of the 
bowels, the result of apoplexy, where 
there had been no discharge for two 
weeks, and where croton oil and other 
powerful cathartics had failed, and'in 
which the ascending colon only could 
be emptied by the rectal tube, small 



doses — five drops three times a day — 
of the fluid extract of belladona, con- 
tinued for two days, enabled the tube to 
enter the transverse colon, and procured 
thorough action through the whole 
length of the canal. I was indebted to 
Dr. Taylor, U. S. Navy, for this sug- 
gestion." 

Treatment of Nasal Catarrh. — Dr. 
Hartmann, of Berlin, recommends the 
use of Politzer's method for distention 
of the middle ear, in the treatment of 
acute nasal catarrh. By the compres- 
sion of the air in the nasal cavities, the 
collected secretions in the frontal sin- 
uses and other eavjties opening into the 
nasal fossae, is forced out, and the pains 
and other disagreeable sensations in the 
head are thereby greatly relieved. In 
order to prevent any undesirable effects 
on the middle ear, the external auditory 
canals should be closed with the fingers, 
whereby a too forcible driving outwards 
of the drums is prevented. — Memorabil- 
ien, Heft ti, 1577. 

Postpartum Hemorrhage. — Dr. Bris- 
bane (London Lancet) gives the follow- 
ing treatment : Nothing more is required 
than to carry a two ounce bottle of or- 
dinary tincture of the muriate of iron. 
A piece of sponge can always be ob- 
tained. This is compressed in the palm 
of the hand and the iron poured on it, 
and thus it is conveyed up the bleeding 
surface of the uterus, against which it 
is pressed and left in situ. The blood 
coagulates, the uterus contracts, and the 
patient is rescued from the most immi- 
nent danger. I have have at my next 
visit always found the sponge in the va- 
gina, nor have I ever seen any bad effects 
follow. 

Antiseptic Vinegar. — The following 
formula for antiseptic vinegar is given 
by M. Pennes : 

Balicj'lie acid 300 grammes. 

Acetate of alumnia 300 

Tincture of eucalyptus globulus. 1,000 

" verbena 900 

" lavender 1,000 

benzoin 100 

Acetic acid ("No.8") 1,000 

Mix thoroughly with the requisite pre- 
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cautions, shake frequently during two or 
three days, and fiiter. This vinegar may 
be used either pure or diluted as a lotion. 
Five litres injected into the carotid will 
preserve a cavader several months. In 
the form of spray it is recommeded as an 
admirable disinfectant for the sick-room. 
— New Rem. 

Extraction of Foreign Bodies from 
thjs (Esophagus in Children. — In allu- , 
sion to a case in which there had been I 
some difficulty in extracting a coin swal- 
lowed by a child, Dr. Thouvenin states ] 
that in such cases he adopts a very simple 
measure with great success. It consists 
in laying the child flat on his belly, on a 
table, with his head, supported by an as- 
sistant, projecting beyond it. The finger 
is then introduced into the mouth in order 
to depress the tongue, and the coin slides 
out along the finger of the operator. — 
Bull, de Therap., Medical Times and 
Gazette, April 14, 1877. 

Lasinski recommends a powder made 
of dr.ss. salicylic acid, grs.xv. quinine, 
and grs. viij aa of sugar and bicarb, soda 
for pertussis. The whole quantity should 
be so divided that it would last ten days, 
using it twice daily. Each part should be 
blown into the throat with an insufflator. 
After each insufflation a certain degree 
of suffocation follows which soon passes 
by. 

Under this treatmnt the writer had 
cured more than fifteen cases of pertus- 
sis convulsion, between the fifth and 
thirtieth day. — Centralblatt. — Maryland 
Medical Journal. 

Podophyllin in the Treatment of 
Hepatic Colic. — In a paper published 
a few months ago in Lo Sperimentale, 
Prof.Bufalini reported two cases of severe 
hepatic colic that were cured by the use 
of small daily doses of podophyllin. Prof. 
Bufalini ordered small doses of podo- 
phillin (gr. one-sixth per diem), and both 
the hepatic colic and the intestinal ca- 
tarrh rapidly disappeared. The use of 
podophyllin was continued for a year, 
and, during that time and the two years 
that have since elapsed, the colic did not 
return. — Gazette des Hopitaux, July 7th. 



Cosmoline is one of the products de- 
rived from petroleum after the more vol- 
atile portions have been removed by dis- 
tillation. It has none of the odor or 
taste of the oil ; it is semi-solid, and may 
be melted by heat. As it does not ox- 
idize or become rancid, and is uniritating, 
it is an admirable vehicle with which to 
prepare ointments — far better than lard 
or any of the cerates. Or mixed with 
the ordinary officinal ointments it pre- 
vents them from changing or spoiling. 

Iodoform in Ear Diseases. — Dr. 
Rossett, of North Carolina, (in Maryland 
Medical Journal) calls attention to the 
excellent effects of iodoform in inflam- 
mation of the tympanum and eustachian 
tube, particularly where there is perfo- 
ration. Cleanse the ear by injections of 
tepid water, then dry with pledgets of 
cotton on a probe, and apply the iodo- 
form on a little mop in quantity sufficient 
to cover the tympanum or the internal 
diseased surface. 

Chloral— How Prepared.— Chloral 
was discovered more than thirty years 
ago by Liebig, but was not used medi- 
cinally until as late as 1869. It is pro- 
duced by the action of chlorine on alco- 
hol. Alcohol yields 5 eq. of its hydro- 
gen to the chlorine, forming 5 eq. muri- 
at ic acid, and combining in their place 
with 3 eq. of chlorine, to form chloral. 

Poisoning by Salicylic Acid. — A case 
of poisoning, resulting in death, is re- 
ported in a German journal, from four 
doses of salacylic acid, twelve grains 
each, given at intervals of an hour. The 
preparation used was old, and supposed 
to have undergone chemical change. The 
pure crystaline article should only be 
used. 

Sulphophenate of Soda. — M. Bra- 
kenridge has employed this salt in scar- 
let fever in fifty cases, all of which were 
cured save three, who entered the hos- 
pital at too advanced a stage of the dis- 
ease. The dose is from 15 to 25 grains. 
— Lyon Medical 

Diabetes. — Salicylicate of soda has 
been found useful in diabetes. 
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Treatment of Blennorrhagic 
Epididymitis with Iodoform Oint- 
ment. — Dr. Alvares, ofPalma (Major- 
ca), has treated four cases of epididy- 
mitis with iodoform ointment, and 
from his experience in these cases 
draws the following conclusions : 

1. Iodoform calms the pain of blen- 
norrhagic orchitis better than any other 
application ; this result is obtained at 
the end of one or two hours. 

2. Iodoform exerts a very manifest 
resolvent action, and has the advantage 
over the usually employed mercurial 
ointment, of causing no trouble when 
absorbed. 

3. The iodoform treatment shortens 
very appreciably the duratiou of the 
orchitis, and prevents any consecutive 
induration of the organ. 

4. It is necessary to employ an oint- 
ment containing, according to the 
intensity of the inflammation, from one 
to two grammes of iodoform to thirty 
grammes of lard. — Le Bordeaux Medical 
June 26th. 

Ergotin in Metrorrhagia. — The 
Philadelphia Medical Times* May 12, 
translates two cases from La France 
Medical, March 31, of uterine hemor- 
rhage cured by injections of ergotin into 
the subcutaneous cellular tissue of the 
arm. The solution was made by dissolv- 
ing 15 or 20 grains of ergotin in a 
drachm of a mixture composed of water, 
glycerine, and alcohol. In the first case 
the quantity of ergotin given is not 
mentioned ; in the second, 12 grains 
were given the first day, and 18 grains 
on the second, which put a stop to the 
hemorrhage. This, however, returned 
after an interval of ten days ; the injec- 
tions were repeated, and removed the 
trouble, which did not recur. 

Idrosis. — Dr. A. L. Sweet, of Long 
Island, writes : I have never noticed, 
in the medical journals which have 
come under my observation, anything 
in regard to the use of the juniper tar 
soap in excessive sweating of the feet. 
If it is not generally known, it may be 
of interest to state that I have found 



nothing comparable to the above 
named remedy for this distressing and 
frequently disgusting affection. I use 
that prepared by Caswell & Hazard, 
and have recently completely relieved 
the worst case I ever saw (the patient 
my brother-in-law), where the secretion 
was so abundant and offensive as to 
destroy a pair of shoes in a short time, 
and fill nearly the whole house with the 
odor. — Med. Rec. 

Fever and Ague.— The following 

prescription for fever and ague has 

never failed in my hands to afford 

prompt and permanent relief : 

R. Cinchonidite sulphas grs. lxiv. 

Acid sul. aromat q. s, 

Tinct. nucis vom m clx. 

8yrup simplici ad. f. oz. iv. 

M. One teaspoonful every four hours 
until the paroxysms are broken, then 
two doses a day for a week or more. 
This seems to be a small dose of the 
alkaloid, but in the combination it is 
perfectly effectual, produces no unpleas- 
ant head symptoms, and the patients 
. are not nearly so subject to relapses as 
when the quinine sulphate is used. 
— Ibid. 

Treatment of Facial Neuralgia. — 
At the Presbyterian Hospital, New 
York City, nothing has been found so 
satisfactory as croton chloral, in the 
treatment of neuralgia, migraine and 
sick-headache. It is given in solution 
with elixir calisaya ; five grains, three 
times a day, for a week. When taken 
in this manner the habit of the neural- 
gia is broken up, and permanent cure 
frequently results. — New York Med. 
Record, May 5. 

Phosphide of zinc will be found ser- 
viceable in defective nutrition of the 
brain, spinal irritation, hysteria, and in 
various forms of paralysis. 

Vaseline is supposed, to be obtained 
from petroleum in a manner similar to 
cosmoline, and possesses a like chemical 
nature. 
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PRACTICAL BOTES and FORMULE j y ears with what was ten "? d &™f* and 

"had suffered many things of many 



Tape Worm.— Dr. Maul kindly furn- 
ishes us with the following treatment 
for tape worm, with which he has suc- 
ceeded in two cases : 

K. Calomel 

Pulv. ergot, aa gr. x. 

Give every oigbt at bed time. 

S, ai ??5» lIle da y g» ve every four hours : 

Fluid Ex. Nux vomica 3 drops. 

, r *<>wlers solution of arsenic. ... . . 5 drops. 

ir Si Vei1 in nalf » teacup lull of strong pump- 
Kin s< ed emulsion. In the one case the worm 
was discharged on the third day: in the other 
on the fifth day. 

[In Savannah during the prevalence of 
yellow fever the strange fact was ob- 
served that many persons, afflicted with 
the disease, discharged tape worms 
whose previous health was good, and 
who had observed no symptoms of the 
worm — from which we draw the follow- 
ing practical conclusions : 

1st. That persons on the sea coast 
are more liable to tape worms than in 
the interior, probably due to fish diet 
in which they freely indulge. 

2nd. The symptoms of tape worm are 
not so formidable as usually supposed, 
as many had the worm without know- 
ing it. 

3d. That large and repeated doses of 
calomel, or blue mass, by its local poiso- 
nous effect upon the worm, constitutes a 
good treatment, as the frequent dis- 
charge of tenia in the yellow fever at- 
tacks must have been caused by the fre- 
quent large doses of calomel which were 
generally given in these cases. — Ed.] 

Bi-Carbonate of Soda. — This is es- 
pecially useful in all acid conditions of 
the stomach. In cases of heart burn, or 
in that heavy, loaded, and sometimes 
painful state of the stomach, resulting 
from indigestion, and which usually 
comes on a short while after eating, 
nothing gives such speedy and effectual 
relief as a dose of soda. A half to a 
teaspoonful maybe taken in a little water. 
We have found soda very useful in that 
form of irritable and painful micturition 
caused by acid deposits in the urine. A 
patient, who had been troubled for fifteen 



physicians/' was relieved by the use of 
a teaspoonful of soda, taken an half hour 
after each meal. Much of the soda in 
the shops is crude and impure, and has 
a strong acrid taste like lye. This should 
not be used. The milder soda is the 
best. 

Yellow Fever. — Dr. J. J. Knott of 
this city, furnishes us with his method 
of treating the above formidable malady. 
Regarding the affection as dependent 
upon impressions made upon the excito 
secretory nerves through the cutaneous 
system, he uses the spirits of tur- 
pentine freely to the entire etxernal 
surface of the body, and gives ten grain 
doses of quinine every two hours until 
the fever abates— at the same time gives 
small doses of sacharated calomel, wita 
the free use of hot lemonade. He 
claims that four cases coming from 
yellow fever districts to this city, were 
successfully treated by this method, 
recovery taking place in thirty-six hours. 
The Doctor has kindly promised to 
prepare a paper on this subject for our 
next issue, more fully explaining his 
theory, and treatment of the disease. 

Patent Humbugs. — It is amusing to 
examine the ingredients which compose 
our popular patent nostrums, when ex- 
posed by the analyst. In Scientific Ameri- 
can we find the analysis of Dr. Pierce's 
Golden Medical Discovery as follows : 

A $1 bottle holds 220 grains of a 
brownish colored clear liquid, consisting 
of 15 grains pure honey, 1 grain extract 
of poisonous or acrid lettuce, (bot. herba 
lactucae virosae), 2 grains laudanum, 100 
grains dilute alcohol (64 per cent.), tast- 
ing like fusil oil and wood spirit, with 
105 grains of water. 

Ayer's Pills consist of pepper, colo- 
cynth, gamboge (gutti) and aloes. 

Ayer's Hair Vigor, a solution of 0. 6 
per cent, sugar of lead. 

Preserved Summer Squash. — The 
London Garden gives this recipe for pre- 
serving summer squash, or ' ' vegetable 
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marrow," as they call it in England: 
" Mix together four pounds of the fruit, 
peeled and cut up into small pieces, 3 
pounds of white sugar, about a third of 
an ounce of ground ginger, and the peel 
of a large lemon cut up small and with 
the juice squeezed in ; boil this mixture 
for nearly two hours, and it will set firm 
when cool ; it will keep for a year or 
longer. When properly mixed it makes 
a preserve of the most delicious kind, 
and one which would puzzle any one 
not acquainted with its constituents to 
tell what it was. "— Boston Jour. Ckem. 

Remedy for Sore Eyes. — One day 

an old gentleman of my acquaintance 

called in and asked me to prepare the 

following prescription : 

Laudanum. „ .1 ounce. 

Suzar of lead 3 grains. 

Sulphate of quinia 8 " 

Calomel 3 «« 

No directions, no signature, nothing. 
He wanted it for sore eye*. To make 
a long story short, I filled the prescrip- 
tion for him, and have for many others 
since. It is certainly a success in sore 
eyes. The directions are to use it with 
a feather or camel's hair pencil, both 
externally and internally, ad libitum. 

Death from the Want of Salt, — 
"I am satisfied that I have seen patients 
die from deprivation of common salt 
during a protracted illness. It is a com- 
mon impression that the food for the 
sick should not be seasoned, and what- 
ever slop may be given it is almost inno- 
cent of this essential of life. In the milk 
diet that I recommend in sickness, com- 
mon salt is used freely, the milk being 
boiled and given hot And if the patient 
cannot take the usual quantitity in his 
food, I have it given in his drink. "— 
Scudder. 

Doses for Children. — Dr. Cowlings' 
method of calculating doses for children 
is the following fraction of the adult 
dose : For a child of one year 2-24, 1-12; 
two years 3-24, § ; three years, 4-24, \ ; 
five years, 6-24, |; eleven years, 12-24, \. 
It will not do to follow the above rule 



9 

blindly in every case. In the use of 
potent remedies, as opium, veratrum, 
aconite, the above doses may prove too 
active, while in certain milder articles 
they are too umall. — Dungleson. 

Local Anesthetic for Gums. — 

The following is said to be the mixture 

in use by traveling Dentists, who boldly 

advertise the extraction of teeth without 

pain. It has the effect of benumbing, 

and to a considerable extent of relieving 

the pain of extraction. The patient 

should be cautioned against swallowing 

any of the fluid. 
R. Tine, aconiti rad dr. 

Tine. opil. ) 

Chloroform. V aa dr.j. 

Alcoholis. ) M. 

Apply on cotton to the gams until they whiten. 

To Take Rust out of Steel. — Place 
the article in a bowl containing kerosene 
oil, or wrap the steel up in a soft cloth 
well saturated with kerosene ; let it re- 
main twenty-four hours, or longer; then 
scour the rusty spots with brick dust. 
If badly rusted, use salt wet with hot 
vinegar; after scouring, rinse every par- 
ticle of brick dust or salt off with boil- 
ing water ; dry thoroughly ; then polish 
off with a clean flannel cloth and a little 
sweet oil. — Scientific American. 

Formula of Indian Cholagogue. 

K. Quinice sulphat drjj. 

Pulv. cinchonae oz.iv. 

Tinct. /inguinar. .os.iT* 

Syr. Simplic ptj. 

Strychnise £> r *iU* 

Acid sulphur, aroma t dr.y. 

Bpts. vini oz.il. 

Aq. purse oz.i). 

Ol. gaulther. 

01. menth. piperit .aa.ozj. 

Misce. 

Excellent Cough Mixture. — 

R. Morphiffi sulphatia. gr. ij. 

Aoedi sulphuric gtt. y. 

M. et adde: 

Tine, serpentarise dr j. 

Vini antimonii , ) 

Vini ipecacuanhas, f aa dr. ij. 

Tinctura anisi dr. j. 

ttyrupi pruni virginiance oz. iv. 

M. Tablespoonful every two to three 
hours. 

Subacute Rheumatic Arthritis. — 
The following pill is strongly recom- 
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mended by Dr. I. S. Davis for rheumatic 

arthritis : 

R. Feni, sulpbat dr. j. 

Potass, iodid scru. iv. 

Tragacanth, pulv er. x. 

Sach., poly dr. ss. 

Syrup q.s. 

M. Pills No. XL. Two pills to be 
taken three times a day. 

A Good Liniment. — 

R. Tine, camphor. 
Tine. Opii. 

Aqua ammonia) aa oz j. 

Oil sasafras. 
Oil oregani. 
Tine, capsicum. 
M. Chloroform aa oz ss. 

Has a delightful odor, and produces 
a warm glow and soothing effect in 
rheumatic or other pains. 

Mouth Wash. — The following is 
recommended as a useful mouth wash for 
spungy and sore gums ; also well adap- 
ted to apthae and dyphtheritic affections. 
After the extraction of teeth it will hast- 
en the healing process and harden the 
gums. 

R. Potassio chlorat ) aa 

Acidi tanici j dr j 

Water ozxii 

H. Rinse the mouth every three to four hours. 

Anti-Hemorrhagic 

R. Pulv. secal. cornut gr. xxx. I 

Plumbi acetatis gr. xx. 

Pulv. Opii gr.ijss. 

Muc. gum. acac q. s. 

Fiat pill u la No. 10. Useful in uter- 
ine or other hemorrhages,in colliquative 
diarrhoea, and in night sweats. Dose ; 
one pill every two to four hours. 



On Testicles, and the Procreative 
Power.— Dr. H. A. Spencer, of Erie, 
Pa., in Med. and Sutg. Reporter, reports a 
case of the removal of one testicle, which 
was followed by no apparent diminution 
of the procreative power of the individ- 
ual, he having subsequently begat a 
number of children. 

Hay Fevbr. — Dr. Evans, in the Vir. 
ginia Medical Monthly, says of hay fever 
41 that there is no agent so powerful fo- 
good as quinine, given in two grain 
doses three times a day and continued 
for several weeks." 



Gargle for^Diphtheria. — 

B. Acidi salicylici gr. xxv. 

Alcohol :8 oz. ss. 

Aquae distillate ox. v. 

M Use as a gargle. 

Hgg Brandy. — Kub the yolks of two 
eggs with half an ounce of loaf sugar, 
and add brandy and cinnamon water 
each four ounces. 



Scientific Items. 



Telephone.— a practical use for the 
telephone has been discovered by Dr. 
Foster, government inspector of mines 
in England. Dr. Foster sent a telephone 
down the ventilating shaft of the Eliza 
mice, at St. Austell, Cornwall, the in- 
strument having been attached to a 
covered copper wire, and in less than 
fifteen minutes persons speaking at the 
bottom of the mine were distinctly au 
dible on the surface. The telephone will 
supercede the inefficient cord signals 
hitherto used as a means of communica- 
tion from the interior of deep mines to 
the ground above. — Ex. 

Planet Mars. — The discovery of two 
satillites to the planet Mars occurred on 
thejnight of the 16th of August last, by 
Prof. Hall, at Washington. Mars bears 
a very strong resemblance to the earth, 
in many respects. Divisions of land and 
water are well defined; and that the 
seasons are like the earth's is evident 
from the alternate increase and decrease 
of the white snow caps about the poles. 
Ad atmosphere much like ours gives 
Mcrs its ruddy appearance, and bears 
clouds and storms that often obscure 
well-known features of its surface. 

Locus la. — The seventeen year locusts 
appeared, the present summer, in certain 
Northern States. In the upper por- 
tion of Georgia they appear once in thir- 
teen years. Their last appearance was 
in the spring of 1868, and hence maybe 
looked for again in 188) 
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'AH communications relating to tne tmsuiwiss of 

Tax Becobd, for the year 1877, most be addressed to 

DR. R. C. \70BD, 

Business Manger Southern Med. Reo., 

Atlanta, Ga. 

#ar Brief and practical communications are solici- 
ted on all subjects pertaining to medicine, also re- 
ports of cases in practice. 

•ySend money by check, poPtal order or regis- 
tered letter. 

<^ Write your name, post-oftV«, county ana dtate 
plainly. 



SPECIAL NOTr'JR. 

Parties who receive this number as a specimen 
copy, are requested to subscribe. -^We are plain 
and cheap, but aim to be practical and nsetul. 
Try our journal, and see it it does Mot contain 
more practical items in less space, and afless est, 
than any- otherjonrnal in this country. May sub- 
scribe lor six months, though it is best to order 
the back numbers, and have your volume com- 
plete. 



number of communications for our 
Original Department are crowded out. and 
will appear hereafter. 

l^£,Partie8 in arrears win please settle 
without further delay. Friends, the year 
will soon close, and we greatly need the 
money. Please take due notice thereof, and 
govern yourselves accordingly. 

Special Notice. — We wish to say to our 
subscribers, and to .any others who may re- 
ceive this number of our journal, that the 
correspondence of the office gives abundant 
evidence that the practical character of The 
Recobd is attracting the attention of the pro- 
fession, and that it meets a desideratum long 
felt by the busy practitioner. Further evi- 
dence also exists in the steady increase of our 
subscription list, and in the enlargement of 
our advertising department. 

A change of type giving gome addition to 
the amount of reading matter, and other im- 
provements in The Record, will be made at 
the beginning of the ensuing year, and no 
efforts will be spared to make it more and 
more interesting and useful to our readers. 
The present low price of subscription and 
club rates will be continued. It is hoped, 
therefore, that each one now on our list will 
not only renew his subscription, but will in- 
duce others to subscribe ; and, in order to en- 
courage them to begin th« work at once, we 



will allow new subscribers for 1878 to com- 
mence with the November or December num- 
ber of the present year. Friends, give us a lift ! 

EXTRACT FROM PRIVATE LETTER 

•i 

"The remarks contained in your last issue 
deprecating the low state of medical educa- 
tion was freely -talked of in our Society. The 
opinion seemed to be general that the Re- 
cord ought to be in the hands of every in- 
telligent physician in the South, and that 
the members of the profession, as preceptors, 
and in their organized capacity as Societies, 
etc., should observe the sentiments upon the 
subject of education referred to, and that 
pupils should be advised to attend first-class 
Colleges only." R. T. L . 

It always gratifies us to receive letters con- 
taining evidences of approval like the above. 
If every present subscriber will renew and 
send one or .more new subscribers for the en- 
suing year, we will thereby be enabled so to 
improve the journal as to increase its popu- 
larity more and more, and would soon place 
it in the hands of all progressive and intelli- 
gent readers. 

A MEDICAL SWINDLER. 

Chas. H. Lothrop, M. D., of Lyons, Iowa, 
kindly informs us of the doings of one A. G. 
Walter, alias Willard, alias H. Bayrenz, etc., 
etc. Said Walter has been going round 
claiming to be an agent of the "U. S. College 
$ of Surgeons, Washington, D. C," an insti- 
tution endowed by the U. S. Government 
for the special purpose of treating Paralytics. 
Parties afflicted with this disease by paying 
a small sum could receive treatment at this 
humane institution. The testimonials as. to 
this institution, which really has no exist-* 
ence, furnished by the shrewd swindler, were 
sueh as would deceive any one. He thus 
filched thirty-one dollars from Dr. L., who. 
however, had his suspicions aroused, ana 
took steps which resulted in the arrest of the 
scoundrel, who is now safely lodged in De- 
Witt jail. 

Transactions Medical Association of 
Alabama, April, 1877.— Notice of the above 
made for our June number, was crowded out 
and eventualy overlooked. It is a neat and 
well gotten up volume of 187 pages, contain- 
ing many valuable and interesting papers. 
It speaks well for the Profession in Alabama, 
which indeed, can boast of as large a pro- 
portion of talented and progressive men as 
can be found in any State in the Union. 
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MABK8 OF THE TRUE PHYSICIAN. —The 

true physician is quiet and unpretending, yet 
firm, prompt and attentive. He is kind and 
courteous in deportment, especially in the 
sick-room. He is jealous and careful of his 
reputation, but does not seek to establish it 
by unprofessional or unfair means, and is 
guarded and respectful toward the opinions 
and chtir&cter of professional brethren. He 
is temperate, and should be Christian man — 
ready, after exhausting his skill and resources 
for the relief of physical suffering, to admin- 
ister a balm of hope and comfort to the de- 
spairing spirit. He should be an observing 
man —studious, watchful, and progressive, 
and should read, contribute to, and pay for 
at least one medical journal. 



V: 



TobaCco.— We are not an advocate of the 
Tobacco habit, but as nearly every body uses 
it, and are likely to do so in the face of all 
the lectures which are made against it, and 
among them, no doubt, nine-tenths of our 
Medical readers, we wish to say to them that 
the evil results of tobacco may in a great 
measure be avoided by using a pure and 
properly manufactured article, and such we 
have found to be the genuine Durham Smok- 
ing Ibbacco. Doctors may safely advise 
their friends to use this as probably the 
purest, least injurious article.' See adver- 
tisement. 



BOOK NOTICES. 



ClNCHONIDIA AND ClNQUO-QUININE.— The 

discussion touching the relative merits of the 
two preparations above named, still goes on, 
as may oe seen, by an interesting paper in 
our present issue. If the high price of the 
Sulphate of Quinine shall have the effect of 
leading to experimental tests, and of en- 
larging our knowledge of the peculiar and 
varied properties of the Cinchona* bark and 
its alkaloids, it will, after all. prove a bless- 
ing to the profession and to tne country. 

Negroes and Yellow Fever. — In the 
epidemic of yellow fever, at Savannah, it was 
said that the fever attacked the blacks with 
almost equal fatality as the whites. It was 
discovered, however, that the mulattoes, or 
mixed breeds, alone suffered, and that the 
pure negro was exempt from the disease. So 
it is reported of the fever at Fernandina, Fla., 
at which point the disease still prevails. The 
mortality is comparatively light 

The American Pharmaceutical Asso- 
CIATION.-The American Parmaceutical Asso- 
tion which held its late meeting in Toronto, 
appointed Atlanta, Georgia, as the next place 
of meeting, which will be on the first Tues- 
dayof September, 1878, 3 o'clock p. m. Mr. 
J. W. Rankin, of Atlanta, was elected local 
Secretary for purposes of correspondence, Ac. 

Medical and Surgical Reporter, "Phila- 
delphia. —This is among the very best of our 
large list of nearly fifty exchange. See 
their Fall announcement in present issue. 



Transactions of the Mississippi Stats 
Medical Association.— Through the cour- 
tesy of Dr. Robt Kelly, of Jackson, we have 
been furnished with a copy of the Trans- 
actions, of the Mississippi State Medical As- 
sociation, which assembled at Grenada in 
April last. It is a highly creditable compi- 
lation of 175 pages, neatly and tastefully got- 
ten up. The papers reported are highly 
interesting and instructive. 

Practical Hints on the selection and use 
of the Microscope, intended for beginners.— 
By John Phinn, editor American Journal of 
Microscopy: 2d edition, fully illustrated and 
enlarged. Industrial Publishing Co., N. Y. 
This is a valuable work, especially for be- 
ginners, and those not familiar with the use 
of the microscope. 

Defects of Hearing and other evils ; the 
Rasult of Enlarged or Hypertrophied Tonsils, 
and the urgent necessity of immediate and 

E roper treatment, Ac.— By Prof. A. W. Cal- 
oun, M. D., Atlanta, Ga. A valuable paper 
from transactions of Medical Association of 
Georgia. 

The use of Large Probes in the Treatment of 
Strictures of the Nasal Duct— By Samuel 
Theobald, M. D., Surgeon to the Baltimore 
Charity Eye and Ear Dispensary ; Opthal- 
mic and Aural Surgeon to St. Vincent's Hos- 
pital, Baltimore. 

Popular Science Monthly for October.— By 
E. L. & W. J. Youman's, comes filled with 
its usual amount of interesting and instruct- 
ive reading matter. D. Appleton & Co., 649 
Broadway, N. Y. 

U. S. Dispensatory.— The Profession will 
be pleased to learn that a new edition of the 
U. S. Dispensatory is announced. Dr. Geo. 
B. Wood, Dr. H. C. Wood, and Prof. Bridges 
are the authors. 

Diastasis of the Sternum by the Violent 
Action of the Diaphragm During Coughing. 
By F. J. Lutz, M. D. An interesting paper 
touching an affection not generally known 
or understood. 

Retinitis Albuminurica.— By George C. 
Harlam, M. D., Surgeon to will's Opthal- 
mic Hospital, Philadelphia; also, Hemiopia 
and Decussation in the Optic Chiasm, by the 
same author. 

Transactions of the College of Physicians 
of Philadelphia— Vol. 10th, 212 pages, neatly 
bound in muslin— containing a number of 
valuable papers. 

Retarded Dilatation of the Os Uteri in Labor. 
—By Albert H. Smith, M. D, Philadelphia. 



Good Location for Sale.— -Dr. Calfee, of 
Arkansas, offers a desirable property and 
practice. See hit advertisement hi thii 
number. 
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MALARIAL FEVERS— CAUSE 
AND TREATMENT. 



By J. M. Lewis, M.D., Kosciusko, Miss. 

It may be asked if I have anything 
new to offer on this subject. If the 
question refers to what is known in re- 
ference to " malaria/' I would answer, 
no ; but if to the treatment of the fe- 
vers, as generally adopted by the phy- 
sicians of this country, I would answer, 
yes. 

I fear that, too often, in our commu • 
nications to the journals, we prefer to 
report novel cases, instead of our expe- 
rience with familiar diseases. Certainly 
we in this country cannot write or speak 
too often about malaria, when we con- 
sider at least one-third of our practice 
is dealing with this poison. In order 
to speak of the treatment, which is the 
main object of this paper, I will be al- 
lowed to quote from some of our best 
authorities in reference to what "ma- 
laria " is. 

Niemyer says : " I have no hesitation 
in saying, decidedly, that marsh miasm 
— malaria — must consist of low vegeta- 
ble organisms, whose development is 
chiefly due to the putrefaction of veget- 



able substances. It is true, these low 
organisms have not actually been ob- 
served : no one has seen ' malarious 
spores. 9 

" This poison arises from marshy land 
in particular conditions, such as decom- 
position under the influence of partial 
moisture, and of heat above 60 Fah. 
If the land is perfectly dry, or perfectly 
flooded, or frozen, the poison is not gen- 
erated. It is believed to be a material 
poison. It may be wafted along with 
the wind, and so induce fever at a dis- 
tance from the place where the poison 
is generated. It may also be intercept- 
ed by a belt of trees." 

Aitken says : " In these forms of fe- 
vers, (speaking of intermittent, remit- 
tent and malarious forms of yellow 
fever), a malarious poison of an unknown 
kind, generated in paludal regions or 
littoral districts, is absorbed and affects 
the blood, as cholera, typhus, and other 
' miasmatic ' poisons do. The poison, 
in the absence of ^ny better name, is 
known as ' malaria.' " 

Flint, Wood, and others, say virtually 
the same. 

From the above, it will be conceded 
that " malaria " is a poison, generated 
under certain circumstances, a "miasm" 
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produced, perhaps, by the decomposition 
of vegetable matter, heat and moisture 
being required. 

This poison being absorbed causes a 
variety of fevers, which we call inter- 
mittent, remittent, malarial, hemor- 
rhagic, and malarial yellow fevers, all 
these occurring in different degrees of 
intensity, from a mild intermittent to a 
pernicious remittent. 

Alison says : * • If any one has seen k 
only the milder forms of remittent fe- 
vers, and had no opportunity of tracing 
up their several grades, he might well be- 
lieve, when he saw suddenly the severest 
variety, that he had before him a dis- 
tinct affection." 

Aitken says (refering to above fevers), 
all are " similar pathological," i.e., all 
caused from a malarial poison. 

Why the same poison will cause an 
intermittent fever in one person and 
remittent fever in another, both being 
exposed alike, (which we often observe,) 
is something that we cannot explain; 
but that it is one and the same poison 
we have every reason to believe. I will 
not speak of the diagnosis of these 
fevers, for they tf ill be easily recognized 
by their periodicity, and are fully de- 
scribed in our text books on practice. 

Treatment. — For some time I have 
had but one remedy for these fevers — 
and that is sulphate of quinine. I am 
satisfied all other remedies, (or at least 
the most of them) are hurtful, especial- 
ly the one most used, viz: calomel. 
Mercury in any form is certainly adding 
fuel to the fire, and not only does harm 
at the time, but prolongs convalesence. 

Headland says : "Mercury excites the 
functions of the liver, and bowels, being 
both cathartic and chologogue." Is 
not the liver in these fevers already ex- 
cited to increased action, pouring out 
bile into the stomach and bowels? 
Why then impose on the abused organ ? 
If we had a remedy that would suspend 
for a time, the secretions of the liver, 
would it not be more rational to give it ? 
Mercury was given years ago, and is ad- 
ministered yet by some, (at least two- 
thirds who practice in this country) 



under the impression that these fevers 
were inflammatory. With this idea of the 
Pathology, there might be some excuse 
for the practice, but as shown in the 
first part of the paper, malaria is a 
poison, affecting every organ in the 
body, and can be quickly (in the major- 
ity of cases) arrested by the use of qui- 
nine. 

Mercury is one of our most debilita- 
ting * remedies. "It decomposes the 
blood, and by some destructive agency, 
it deprives it of one-third of its fibrine, 
one-seventh of its albumen, one-sixth, 
or more of its globules, and at the same 
time loads it with a foetid matter, the 
products of decomposition. Such pow 
er is posessed by few other medicines, 
and certainly exerted by none in the 
same degree as mercury. It is an agent 
of terrible activity, and we may well be 
cautious how we handle it. // disinteg- 
rates or decomposes the blood, and this 
wastes the body. 

Alter using mercury physicians speak 
of the dark offensive discharge that takes 
place, caling it bite, when it owes its 
color and offcnsiveness to the decompo- 
sition of the mercury in the system, 
forming a sub-sulphide. The same re- 
sult can be had in a healthy man, by 
the use of mercury. The mercury that 
is given (in many cases) would result 
more disastrously than it does, were it 
not for the fact that our systems only 
absorb so much of mercury, the balance 
passing through as inert matter. 

I believe many cases of. reported fail- 
ures to effect a cure with quinine, are 
the result of prolonged treatment with 
mercury. This idea of ("preparatory 
treatment") first giving calomel and 
wait until it acts on the bowels, and 
the fever cools, before using quinine, 
is deeply rooted in the minds of the 
people. A farmer said to me a short 
time ago : "He knew quinine was the 
remedy, but thought that calomel had to 
be administered first, in order for the 
quinine to have its good effects. " There 
are many men practicing medicine in 
this country to-day, who hold to the 
same idea. Many cases, no doubt, are 
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annually lost by not giving quinine 
freely as soon as the patient is seen- 
This is the practice of Prof. Flint, of 
New York, and he says he has advoca. 
ted it for thirty years. In his excellent 
work on practice, he says : 

4 'For the cure of intermittent fever, 
medicine possesses specifics, if any 
remedies are entitled to this appellation. 
This statement applies especially to the 
salts of quinia, of which the sulphate is 
the one almost universally used. The 
sulphate of quinia will promptly inter- 
rupt the recurrence of the paroxysms of 
intermittent fever in the vast majority 
of cases. It is always desirable to ar- 
rest the disease as speedily as possible. 
There is no need of preparatory treat- 
ment. The use of mercurial cathartics, 
emetics and bleeding, are injurious, and 
are not indicated. The pathological 
views which formerly led practitioners 
to employ mercury freely in this dis- 
ease, (speaking of remittent fevers) are 
not tenable, and it may be fairly doubted 
if clinical observation afford any ground 
for regarding this remedy as specially 
indicated." 

I have not had the experience that 
Prof. Flint has, and do not speak with 
as much authority, as he was practicing 
before I was born ; but so far as it goes 
I am fully satisfied with quinine alone 
in the treatment of malarial fevers. To 
those who adopt similar practice, and 
they are many, this paper is worthless, 
but I will venture you have a brother 
practitioner, who enjoys the confidence 
of the community in which he lives, to as 
great an extent as you do — who adopts 
flie old practice — calomel, calomel and 
quinine, and then quinine and calomel, 
and when his patient comes back, after 
he gets through with the above, mouth 
sore, body wasted, pale and thin, more 
from the effects of the mercury given 
than the disease, he will say, "John, 
you've had a hard spell. " 

I have seen many cases of fever in 
the last few days (and at this season of 
the year, September 1st, we have many 
cases along the swamp, a few miles from 
town), when the patient had high fever, 



delirious, complaining of intense pain in 
the head, bones aching, restless, etc., 
and, in little children, convuls ons, re- 
sult of fever, when I would administer, 
to an adult, 16 to 20 grains of quinine 
(children's dose in proportion to age), 
and, if their stomach rejects it, which 
it will do in many instances, give the 
same quantity by enema, and often in 
an hour's time the patient will become 
rational, fever begin to cool (skin moist), 
pulse reduced, etc. ; and, if it be a 
child, with convulsions, they will cease. 
The effect of the remedy is truly won- 
derful. I will not speak of my own ex- 
perience, for fear my readers may think 
I am disposed to boast, but when I am 
called to a malarial fever case, x be it ever 
so slight, I always give quinine actively, 
for you cannot tell but what it will as- 
sume the pernicious form in a few hours. 
By this mode of treatment the mild 
cases will be promptly arrested, and the 
severe ones will be checked. 

Of late I have used sulphate of cin- 
chonidia as a substitute for quinine, and 
am well pleased with the results. 



TERATOLOGY. 



BY D. NEWCOMER, M. D. 

Mr. Editor. — In the September num- 
bar of your journal, under the caption 
of "Maternal Impressions," Dr. George 
A. Dyer asks this question, 4< Did they 
so occur from impressions made on the 
mother?" I would answer, no. It is 
true, the cases adduced seem sufficient- 
ly striking. There is, however, numer- 
ous difficulties in the way of accepting 
the cause assigned. If a child is born 
with any malformation the recollection 
of the mother is racked to discover if 
something did not occur during gesta- 
tion to which the appearance may be 
referred, and it is not often difficult to 
find some plausible means of explana- 
tion. I have had two cases occur in 
my own practice in which the malfor 
mation was similar, if not exactly like 
the first case described by Dr. Dyer. 
The first one, the mother (strange as it 
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may seem), could give no cause for the 
malformation. The second one' after 
refreshing her memory, discovered that 
she had been badly frightened, while 
walking out with her husband, by tread- 
ing on a toad, As soon as this discov- 
ery was made the good old ladies pres- 
ent saw, as a natural sequence, an exact 
likeness of the toad in the deformed 
child before them. Thus, by a little 
stretch of the imagination, it could be 
made to resemble either the "Wild Aus- 
tralian Children," or a toad, and, when 
we reflect that so large a number of 
women, sometime during pregnancy, 
have been the subjects of severe frights, 
fear or anxiety, and so few monstrosities 
born (about one in every three thous- 
and), we must look elsewhere for the 
efficient cause of such freaks of nature. 
This, it may be said, is a sort of nega- 
tive argument ; it is, however, none the 
le s conclusive. The communication 
b s tween the mother and fatns is of the 
' most indirect kind, the child can only 
be affected by the nutriment sent to it 
by the mother, which may be deficient 
in quantity or vitiated in quality. In 
either case the whole organism would 
be alike affected, and not only a partic- 
ular part. Any violent mental emotion 
in the mother may thus destroy the 
life of the foetus in utero by modifying 
the quantity or the quality of the nu- 
tritive matter sent to it. I cannot well 
conceive how any impression or influ- 
ence on the imagination of the mother 
could suspend or arrest the development 
of organs in the foetus, of which she 
knows little or nothing. We know that 
in the lower animals, and even in vege- 
table life, we have frequent cases of 
, or "freaks of nature," in 
lal impressions cannot be 
le cause. In the case of 
'ho saw, sometime during 
nan with one arm off, and 
ig born with like defect, 
t have been already formed, 
ence of the mother's "fan- 
re been exclusively exerted 
irbcnts, so as to cause them 
jain that which had already 



been deposited. It is difficult for us to 
believe, in this case, that the effect can, 
in any way, be connected with the as- 
signed cause. It would be much easier 
to presume that the coincidence in such 
cases has been accidental. Cases of 
hair-lip are constantly occurring, yet we 
never, in such cases, have maternal im- 
pressions given as a cause. 

M. Dareste has, by various experi- 
ments with incubation of eggs, succeed- 
ed in submitting to direct observation 
the evolution of most types of simple 
monstrosity, and he states, as one of 
the most general results, obtained, "that 
monstrosities have always their origin 
in that period of embryonic life when 
the embryo is entirely formed of homo- 
genious blastema. The monstrous or- 
gans first appear with all their terato- 
logical characters in blastema which has 
been previously modified." 

In conclusion, M. Dareste remarks 
that, "though his teratogenic researches 
have been limited to a single species, 
they have a much more extensive refer- 
ence. Indeed, the teretalogical types 
and processes of formation cited in birds 
are exactly the same as are observed in 
mammifers and in fishes * * * 
This identity of teratological types in 
mammifers, birds and fishes, is a neces- 
sary consequence of the unity of type 
in vertebrated animals." 

From the experiments of M. Dareste 
it would seem that monstrosities are the 
result of an arrest of development at 
some period of embryonic ar foetal life, 
and that such arrest cannot be caused 
by any impressions made upon the 
mind of the mother, but from causes 
inherent in the germ or embryo itself. 
Mt Morris, Illinois. 



GELSEMINUM. 

BT I. J. K. GOBS, K. A. K. ». 

Gelsemmum is capable of a wide 
range of action ; it is a polychrest, in- 
deed. It comes in appropriately in 
those diseases in which the motor por- 
tion of the spinal cord is involved. Its 
power to control the heart in remittent 
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and intermittent fever (in the acme of 
the fever) is well known. It has a 
power over certain diseased conditions 
of the nervous system that cannot be 
filled by any other remedy. It aids 
opium, in a marked degree, in subduing 
pain, and hence, it is one of our best 
remedies in dysentery, for, it not only 
acts as an anodyne* but at the same 
time, it has a specific effect upon that 
form of inflamation that attacks the 
mucous membranes. And owing to 
this property, it is a positive remedy in 
the early stages of Cartarrh and Gonor- 
rhoea. 

I have frequently aborted Gonorrhoea 
by using Gelseminum internally, in 
doses of 15 to 20 drops, every three 
hours ; and a wash of Permanganate of 
Potash for the first one or two days of 
the attack, when I see the case that 
early. In sick headache, from deter- 
mination to the brain, we have no rem- 
edy more positive in its curative effects. 
In Neuralgia of the face and head, it 
may be alternated with belladonna 
with the most certain results. In spas- 
modic affections, it acts with positive 
certainty. I have often relieved attacks 
of Asthma with it after Lobelia and 
other anti-spasmodics had utterly failed. 
I had a case of Asthma a few days ago, 
in which I had tried all the various 
anti spasmodics, as Lobelia, internally, 
and Nitrite of Amyl, by inhalation, also 
the vapor of paper steeped in the 
Nitrate of Potash, and burned in the 
room, rubbing the chest with chloroform 
and oil, but all these means failed ; 
finally, I gave the tincture of Gelsemi- 
num in doses of 25 drops every three 
hours, which soon gave relief, produc- 
ing at the same time quiet and refresh- 
ing sleep, which it will generally do, if 
given in full doses. I use the saturated 
tincture, made from the green root, for 
much of it in market is made up from 
the dry root, and if it be old before it 
is tinctured, it is worthless. 

In cases of obstetrics, where the labor 
is retarded from a rigid state of the os 
«teri, there is no remedy that has acted 
so kindly in my hands. So readily does 
it overcome the rigidity, and thereby 






terminate the labor, that some physi- 
cians have concluded that it is a valuable 
parturient, but I have given it to fe- 
males in the pregnant state, for flux and 
fever, without any detriment. I am of 
the opinion that its continued use would 
cure asthma, provided that the motor 
system is kept constantly impressed with 
the remedy, by giving 5 to 10 drops 
every three or four hours, until that 
morbid condition is subdued. It is a 
valuable remedy in cholera-morbus, 
quieting the system at once, thereby 
arresting both the vomiting and purg- 
ing. In that peculiar state of nervous 
excitement in children from teething, 
this is one of our best remedies, and if 
given in time, will prevent spasms, and 
excessive arterial excitement and fever, 
so often the results of this condition. 
It is also a valuable remedy in colliqua- 
tive diarrhoea of teething children. In 
tormina and tenesmus of the rectum and 
bladder, there is no better remedy than 
gelseminum, for it allays this condition 
as readily as opium, but does not con- 
stipate the bowels* In the early stage 
of typhoid fever, where there is an 
excited state of the nervous system, 
small doses of gelseminum is a valuable 
remedy, abating the restlessness, and 
producing sound and refreshing sleep, 
from which the patient awakes much 
better. And thus administered, when- 
ever there is an excited condition of the 
brain and cord, the patient goes through 
the attack with much less exhaustion 
than when suffered to do so in this ex- 
alted state of the nervous system. Ty- 
phoid and typhus fever are disease 
which materially affect the entire ner- 
vous system, and if this element of 
disease is not looked to, the patient 
may wear out before the disease can 
possibly be terminated by any remedial 
agency. For it is a sad fact, that there 
has been no specific found for that 
type of fever as yet, and all that can be 
done, is to subdue morbid conditions as 
they occur. 



Send in your subscriptions for the 
Medical Record for the new year. 



288 



SOUTHERN MEDICAL RECORD. 



HINTS ON THE MANAGEMENT 

OF LABOR. 



BY A. H. GOELET, M. D., OF NEW YORK. 



The article " How to Manage a Case 
of Labor/' by J. W. Martin, M. D., in 
the April number of your journal, page 
86, has brought foith this article, and I 
intend it only as an appendix to that. 

While I appreciate the excellence of 
his paper, I feel that there are other 
points necessary for the student and 
young practitioner, and these I propose 
to introduce here. 

A great deal of time will be unneces- 
sarily wasted if the advice of some au- 
thors on this subject be taken. 

Meigs says, "Stay with a woman 
whose os is dilated to the size of a silver 
quarter;" and a great many follow his 
advice. But it is not always wibe to do 
this. In primiparae, sometimes the os 
is this size several days before the termi- 
nation of labor, and even in some multi- 
para it is this size twenty four hours be- 
before. We all know women are appre- 
hensive at this time, and the slightest 
thing will sometimes .qive them alarm. If 
a physician remains wi t h a patient sooner 
than is necessary, and she should linger, 
she will be sure to imagine something is 
wrong; and this is but natural. She is 
ignorant of the exact . egree of her ad- 
vancement, but leaves this to her attend- 
ant. If she lingers loig after he remains 
with her, she will lose confidence in his 
judgment, begin to fret and worry, and 
this will delay it only longer. 

If, upon being called to a case of la- 
bor, he should find the edges of the os 
thick, rounded, moist, and yielding in a 
woman who has borne children, he 
should remain with her if the os be con- 
siderably dilated, and the pains are 
severe and frequent ; but if the os be on- 
ly slightly dilated, and the pains weak 
and infrequent, he may either leave her 
till the pains increase, or he may give 
m xx. or m xxx. fluid extract of ergot, 
and remain with her, repeating the dose 
in half an hour if necessary. (My ex* 
perience has been that it often takes 



hour for ergot to act well after it is 
given. Authorities say twenty minutes.) 
If the os is found as above described 
in a woman who has never borne chil- 
dren, there is less risk in leaving her ; 
and, if it be decided to give ergot, it 
should be given more cautiously and in 
smaller doses. If, on the other hand, 
he should find the edges of the os thin, 
sharp, hard, resisting, and undilatable, 
in any case, the wisest plan is to give 
m x. or m xii. of Majendie's Solution of 
Morphine hypodermically, or by the 
mouth, if there be no objection ; and if 
there be any idiosyncrasy against opium, 
give a full dose of atropia in some way ; 
then he may leave her until the os is re- 
laxed ; but first he must gain her confi- 
dence by a positive assurance that it is 
entirely unnecessary for him to remain 
with her, and that he will return in a 
few hours. This, while it may or may 
not produce sleep, acts happily on the 
os by relaxing it, and does not diminish 
the contractions of the uterus. In a few 
hours the os will be found soft and re- 
laxed. 

If rupture of the perineum be immi- 
nent, a slight incision with the thumb 
lancet on each side of the raphae will 
avoid a rupture down the center, which 
is attended with more danger. After 
delivery, the slight incisions made will 
be found to amount to nothing, and will 
soon heal. 

[This suggestion to puncture the per- 
ineum we think very questionable — Ed.] 

With regard to the delivery of the 
placenta, the sooner you can make the 
patient comfortable die better. There- 
fore as soon as you have cut the cord, 
which you may do as soon as respiration 
is well established, make traction upon 
the cord with one hand and with the 
other g^asp the uterus through the ab- 
dominal walls, and, as it were, squeeze 
out the placenta. 

It is entirely unnecessary to remain an 
hour after the delivery of the placenta, 
as advised by certain authorities. As 
soon as the uterus can be felt firmly con- 
tracted through the abdominal walls, 
and all clots have been removed, she 
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may be left with perfect impunity, if she 
be directed to retain the recumbent posi- 
tion. But should there be apprehension 
of hemorrhage, give half drachm fld. ext. 
ergot before leaving her. 



NOTE ON THE MICROGRAPHY 
AND CHEMISTRY OF A " PUL- 
TACEOUS CONCRETION" 
FROM THE TONSIL. 



By John Vansant, M.D, Surgeon U. 8. 
Marine Hospital Service. 

Beneath the surface of the tonsils in 
scrofulous and other persons, there 
sometimes occurs a whitish, circum- 
scribed enlargement, often about the 
size of half a pea, and having a strong 
resemblance to an inflamed and swollen 
sebaceous follicle of the skin, and like 
the latter will, if pricked and pressed, 
give exit to a white, cheesy-looking 
mass, which, however, is harder than 
the sebaceous secretion of the skin, and 
is nearly globular in form. These 
globular masses, of the diameter of a 
swan-shot, or thereabout, are often ex 
truded from the tonsils by the resiliency 
of the gland tissue with considerable 
force, and ejected from the mouth with 
a cough, leaving a distinct cavity in the 
gland, not ulcerated, and with smooth 
edges. If a little lint on the edge of a 
bent pole be introduced into this cavity 
and withdrawn, it will emit a most pu- 
trid and disagreeable odor, and if the 
concretion which has been ejected 
be examined, it will be found to 
have the same odor. These forma- 
tions in the tonsils are frequently the 
source of much annoyance to persons 
apparently in good health, as the breath 
is likely to be affected by them. Until 
I examined microscopically and chem- 
ically one of these globular masses, I 
had considered them of the nature of 
sebaceous matter, somewhat condensed, 
and partially decomposed with the evo- 
lution ofsulphydric acid gas, and I was 
greatly surprised at what I saw with the 
microscope. I have looked through a 
number of books to find some mention 
made of these formations by authors, 



but I have found only one notice of 
them, and that a very short one, by a 
French medical writer, who styles them 
" Pultaceous Concretions" and believes 
them to be of a cheesey nature. 

In examining a few days ago some of 
my medical memoranda, made six or 
or eight years since, I found the 
following paper, which, it seems to me, 
may possess some novelty sufficient to 
justify publication : 

October 20th, 1870. Portion of a 
'pultaceous concretion" from a follicle 
of tonsil of a man apparently in good 
health, soon after extrusion, was sub- 
mitted to microscopic examination. The 
entire mass was composed, apparently, of 
cells filled with living partieles that 
could be seen, in some instances, es- 
caping from the parent cell, and then, 
when free, exhibiting most active 
amoeba-like motions, crossing the field, 
and elongating and contracting them- 
selves. There were also many of these 
animal cules seemingly fully developed, 
and these bore a striking resemblance to 
those so-called "eels" sometimes de- 
veloped in vinegar, both as to shape and 
movement. They were very active. 
Some measured as much as 1-1000 inch 
long, by about 1-15,000 inch wide, and 
were sharpened at the ends. Most, 
however, were shorter, say 1 5000 inch 
long, by 1-20,000 wide; and many 
more were shorter than these. 

The matter or this concretion was 
not mostly of a fatty nature, since it was 
not dissolved by aether, chloroform, al- 
mond oil, water of ammonia, nor alco- 
hol, hot or cold. A portion of the con- 
cretion was put in aether, and digested a 
number of days — 12 or 15. The bulk 
of the mass was then found not much 
diminished, but the aether was slightly 
colored yellow. The aether was poured 
off, and evaporated, yielding a notable 
quantity of cholesterin-like matter, 
which took the shape, in some instan- 
ces, of colorless acicular crystals, often 
arranged in a stellate form, and in other 
instances, of amorphous granular masses 
of a yellow color ; these substances were 
soluble in cold alchohol, and their odor 
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was most like that of Russian leather. 
The odor of the fresh concretion was 
putrid and very offensive, A portion 
of the concretion, which had been di- 
gested so long in aether, was mingled 
with water, which did not dissolve but 
seemed to soften it, and then viewed 
with a high power — 1200 diameters. 
Many of the smallest amoeboid particles 
soon began tolerably active motion, and 
occasionally, one of considerable length 
could be seen stretching out and vibating. 
The light from the concave mirror of 
the microscope seemed to stimulate 
their motions. A solution of ferri sub* 
sulph., U. S. P. diluted, and applied to 
the edge of the thin glass cover, stopped 
their motions and condensed their sub- 
stance. I should mention that mixing 
the fresh concretion with almond oil, 
which neither softened nor dissolved it 
perceptibly, also caused the cessation of 
motion in nearly all the animalculae. 
Glycerine does not dissolve the concre- 
tion, either fresh or dry. The dried 
concretion is not dissolved or discolored 
by water, hydruchloric, nitric, nitro- 
tnuriatic, sulphuric, or acetic acids. 
Liquor potassae very slowly softens and 
gelatinizes the residue left after the ac- 
tion of aether, requiring for this purpose 
many days, and the fluid becoming of 
an amber color. Acetic acid added to 
a portion of this fluid does not cause a 
precipitate of protein, but changes the 
yellow color to a faintly opalescent hue. 
The further addition of a drop of strong 
nitric acid caused no visible alteration. — 
New Orleans Medical Journal. 

ANTHRAX. 



BT JACOB VAN VALKENBCRGH, M. D., SHABON, N. Y. 

Anthrax is a tumor of; a red, shin- 
ing appearance, commonly known as 
carbuncle. The larger tumors of this 
class are full of holes, and may be de- 
fined to be a local destruction of the 
cutaneous and areolar tissue depending 
upon an accumulation of morbific mate- 
rial in the part, of a malignant charac- 
ter, usually larger than a boil and less 
conicaL They vary in size from a 



hickory nut to a dinner plate, present- 
ing a flattened surface of a livid red or 
purplish appearance. The pain is cir- 
cumscribed and of a burning character. 
The usual symptoms of fever of a ty- 
phoid grade are shown by the constitu- 
tional disturbance. As the tumor in- 
creases in size, one or several vesicles 
form on the surface, from which oozes 
a thin, acrid, foetid, dark-colored fluid. 
Its location is most frequently over the 
bony surfaces — as the scapula, spinal 
column, cranium, dorsum of the feet and 
hands. It implies a vitiated and debil- 
itated condition of the general system. 
If this were not the case it would have 
been a boil. The obstruction in the 
cellular and cutaneous tissue that causes 
a boil attended with a mild inflammatory 
reaction, or symptomatic fever of the 
inflammatory grade, would be an anthrax 
in a worn out, vitiated system, attended 
with a feeble reaction, commonty known 
as the typhoid grade. 

The local obstruction that occurs por- 
duces irritation ; the vis medicatrix sets 
up a vital action known as inflamation, 
for restoring the parts affected ; this in 
nearly the whole of the tumor, fails, in 
consequence of the debilitated state of 
the general system, or from the charac- 
ter of the obstruction, and, consequent- 
ly, congestion takes place, followed by 
suppuration, gangrene, and death in 
many cases. 

About the only mistake liable to be 
made in diagnosticating is a boil. In 
this there is a general appearance of 
health, a conical tumor, which, after 
suppuration, has a "central core;" 
whereas, in carbuncle, the tumor is larg- 
er and flatter ; vesicles appear on the 
tumor, and it has no "core." The size, 
color, etc., will serve sufficiently to dis- 
tinguish it from the boil. Carbuncle 
appears in old worn-out constitutions, 
caused by damp place of living, or any 
cause resulting in great nervous pros- 
tration ; all or any produce that enfee- 
bled condition, by which the vital pow- 
ers cannot remove accumulated moieties 
tnorbi from the system. The prognosis 
depends on the general stamina of the 
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patient, the malignancy of the tumor, 
the skill of the practitioner, and the rem- 
edies used. 

TREATMENT. 

Apply to the carbuncle a hot slippery- 
elm poultice, wet with the following 

solution : 
R. Glyceriti Acidi Carbolici dr iv. 

Aqua« Puree. oz v. Mi see 

Change the poultice often. Do not 
let it become cold. If slippery-elm con- 
not be obtained, use the next best, the 
flaxseed poultice, and the solution above 
given. Give internally the following 
cathartic, repeating every four hours 

until it operates : 
B. Pulv. Jalapse et Sennae Com p. 
" LeptAud rise, aa dr. j. 

Sprise Bicarb. grs xx. 

Aquae Bullientis, oz iv. 

Let stand till cold, and take one half 

every hour. 

After the operation of the cathartic, 

give : 
R PoUsmb Acetatis. dr ij scru. ij. 

Aquae Pa 1 83, oz iv. 

Misce : Teaspoooful every three hours. 

As soon as pus is formed in the tu- 
mor, apply the knife early and freely, 
making crucical incissions through its 
length and breadth, that the putrid mass 
may have every opportunity to escape, 
as it is liable to be absorbed, pyaemia 
taking place, and death ensuing. As 
soon as the contents of the carbuncle 

are evacuated, apply to the cavity : 

R. Glyceriti Acidi carbolici, dr v to dr x 
Aquae, oz. iv. 

Misce. 

Use this solution as strong as the pa* 
tient can bear, every time the poult- 
ice is changed. The carbolic acid is 
a stimulant, disinfectant, and anti-septic 
and is one of the best remedies for 
external congestion and gangrene that 
we posess. 

As our object is to get rid of the 
tumor as speedily as possible, we must 
continue to poultice, and also to re- 
move all sloughs with scissors or 
knife, which can be easily done by 
taking hold of the detached end with 
small forceps. I sometimes add some 
grated carrot root to the poultice, with 
the happiest results. As soon as the 
congested portion of the anthrax is 



sloughed out, and the healing process 
commenced, use the following carbolic 
salve: Take four ounces of basilicon 
oinment, melt with gentle heat, and add 
twenty grains of carbolic acid previ- 
ously dissolved in an ounce and half of 
glycerine, stirring till cold. Spread on 
linen, and retain with a bandage if nec- 
essary. Some practitioners use caustic 
potash and charcoal poultice, with good 
results, in carbuncle. The cutaneous 
surface should be sponged off and dried 
with a flannel cloth. A good nutritious 
diet should be used to keep up the 
strength of the patient— such as beef tea, 
oyster soup, etc. The medical treat- 
ment must be supporting, and for this 
would use: 

R. Tr. Forri Chloride, gtts. xx. 

Aqua, ozj 
Mix. Tak« dr j three times a day; or, 

K Quiniae Sulph,, dr ss. 

Divide in 15 powders, and give one three times a 
day; or, 

R Tr. Cinchona Comp , oz ij. 
Two teaspoonfuls in water, three times a day. 

The patient must have rest at night, 
and for this must use some opiate or 
nervine, as the idiosyncrasy requires ; as 
opium, morphine, chloral hydrate, chlo- 
roform, bromide of potassum, valerian, 
or assafcetida. 

If the patient becomes much exhaus- 
ted we must resort to stimulants— such 
as Xanthoxylum, ale, porter, ztc—Aied. 
Eclectic. 



THE HYGEINE OF THE EYES. 

The following hygienic rules are com- 
piled and condensed from eminent 
French and English authorities : 

For the worker the light should come 
as much as possible from the left side, 
that is to say, from the side towards 
which one turns in working. Daylight 
is the best ; but direct sunlight and that 
reflected from mirrors should be avoid- 
ed. The aspect should be northern, 
and the light should come a little from 
above. 

White walls should be avoided ; highly 
varnished tables and, in workshops, 
shining articles like silk should he pro- 
tected from the sun's rays. 
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Artificial light is always bad, on ac- 
count of the heat and the exhalation of 
carbonic acid. The best is that of 
lamps fed with vegetable oil (much used 
in France, but seldom in this country) 
and furnished with a glass shade. Gas 
is bad, because of its heat, brilliancy and 
mobility ; the light of mineral oil is too 
hot; that of candles insufficient and 
flickering. The eye of the workman 
should avoid the light coming to him 
directly, or diffused through the room. 

Working immediately after meals is 
objectionable ; also uninterrupted use of 
the eyes for long periods of time. One 
should write on an inclined plane, and 
not keep the head bent down more than 
is absolutely necessary. Reading in bed 
is bad every way. 

Some good authorities commend 
washing the eyes with cold water, but 
the majority of the best ophthalmolo 
gists advise the use of hot water for the 
less serious affections of the eye. For 
tired eyes, we believe, from our own 
experience, that water hot as can be 
borne is refreshing and beneficial. 

If the eyes are fatigued by bad artifi 
cial illumination, blue or slightly smoked 
glasses will be useful, and in order to 
avoid the lateral rays they should be 
large and round. 

If the irritation of the eyes persists, 
all work must be abandoned, and an ex- 
amination made to see if there be any 
disturbance of refraction, of power of 
accommodation, or of the mobility of 
the eyes. 

Presbyopia, or so-called 'far-sighted- 
ness," supervenes earlier with those who 
are constantly at work than with other 
individuals, and as soon as it does con- 
vex glasses should be at once resorted 
to, without which the muscle of accom- 
modation would be fatigued to no pur* 
pose. At first they should be used for 
working in the evening, after the fa- 
tigue of the day ; but a long-sighted per- 
son should only use spectacles for look- 
ing at near objects, not at far ones. 

Work requiring close application fa- 
vors the development of myopia, or 



"near-sightedness," precisely in propor- 
tion as the conditions of illumination are 
bad. If the action of those causes con- 
tinues, the myopia will increase until 
vision is lost. 

A slight degree of myopia may be fa- 
vorable to close work, but, as a general 
rule, work requiring close application, by 
the derangement of circulation that it 
inevitably induces in the eye, is much 
more injurious to the myopic, and U 
the great cause of the development of 
myopia and its complaints. Young 
people should be examiued, and if they 
are myopic, hindered from undertaking 
tedious studies and all professions de- 
manding close application of the eye. — 
Boston Journal of Chemistry. 



NEW METHOD OF REDUCTION 
OF DISLOCATION OF THE HIP. 

By S. J, Allen, m. d , White River Junction, Vt. 

One day in the month of March, 1841, 
at which time I was a student of medi- 
cine in the office of John L. Swett, M. 
D., of Newport, N. H., I was riding in 
my sleigh, about three miles south of 
the village, and, passing a house situ- 
ated some six rods from the road, I 
heard an outcry, Looking in the direc- 
tion of the alarm, I saw a woman, Mrs. 
Perry by name, who, in stepping from 
the door, had slipped and fallen upon 
the icy ground. Hitching my horse, I 
walked rapidly towards her. As. I came 
near, two men came out of ttie house, 
and, lifting her erect, assisted her inside. 
While they were bearing her along, I 
noticed that the right foot turned in 
upon the dorsum of the left; and I said 
to myself — ''Case of dislocated femur 
upon the dorsum lllii.** Expressing my 
opinon to the friends of the woman, I 
said, "You must send for Dr. Swett to 
reduce it." A messenger was directly 
dispatched, who upon the way met Dr. 
Mason Hatch, a respectable practitioner 
of medicine, but less skilled in surgery. 
The doctor being requested to call, did 
so. and examined the hip by passing his 
hand over it, saying that he guessed the 
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hip was not out of joint; and bringing 
from his sleigh a box of Kittridge's oint- 
ment, directed it to be applied three 
times a day to the hip, saying at the 
same time that he thought the patient 
would be well in a few days. After the 
learned doctor's departure. I repeated 
my opinon that the hip was dislocated, 
and that Dr Swett must be summoned 
to put matters right While the horse 
was being harnessed the second time, I 
concluded to make some examination 
of the limb for the purpose of reassur- 
ing myself of the correctness of the di- 
agnosis. Grasping the leg with my right 
hand, I flexed the leg upon the thigh, 
and the thigh at right angles with the 
body. The old lady, for thus I consid- 
ered her then, although but forty, com- 
plained of my hurting her ; and some 
how the limb became fixed in the posi- 
tion, and could not well be moved. It 
seemed locked, and could not be moved 
further without considerable force and 
pain. With the view ot relieving my 
patient from this uncomfortable state, I 
stepped upon the bed, standing with her 
limb between my own limbs, and plac- 
ing the dorsum of her foot upon my 
nates, and my right hand under the bend 
of her knee, I lilted her hips from the 
bed, holding her steadily in that posi- 
tion a few seconds, when the head of 
the dislocated bone slipped into the 
socket, accompanied by that peculiar 
audible shock which so delights the 
surgeon's ear. She immediately ex- 
claimed, "I am well ! I am well ! " Of 
course, it was unnecessary to send for 
Dr. Swett now, so the horse was return- 
ed to the stable. 

On my return to Newport village, I 
found Dr. Kittridge, of Claremont, N. 
H., present,with Dr. Swett, and I imme- 
diately related the incident as above 
described. I was informed by the two 
justly eminent surgeons that it was not 
a case of complete luxation, but that 
the head of the femur got caught upon 
the edge of the acetabulum, and that my 
manipulation had, fortunately and acci- 
dentally lifted the bone into the socket 
This announcement made my hat and 



coat seem very small ; but I accepted 
the situation with a submissive grace, 
although I never forgot the method of 
reduction. Keeping it in mind, I in- 
tended to apply it in my next case, 
which I confidently expected to ' meet 
with sooner or later. 

September 21, 1848, I was called to 
a little girl ten years old — Minnie Clark 
— who, while climbing upon * a heavy 
gate resting upon the fence, fell upon 
her back, the gate falling upon her, dis- 
locating the right femur upon the dor- 
sum illii. I attempted reduction by the 
method resorted to in the case of Mrs. 
Perry, but failed, in consequence of the 
great rigidity of the muscles, the light 
weight of the body of the child, and the 
want of an anesthetic. So I sent for 
Dr. Dixi Crosby, who reduced it with 
Jarvis's adjuster, after saying that he dis- 
liked to apply so powerful an instru- 
ment to so young a subject, fearing that 
he might separate the epiphysis at some 
point. Jams' adjuster was very gen- 
erally used at that time, and in that 
vicinity, to reduce dislocations. 

The 16th of July, 1872, I was called, 
in consultation with Dr. Sperry, or West 
Hartford, Vermont, in the case of a 
French Canadian, Lewis Baumhar, a 
section hand on the Central Vermont 
Railroad, who, while helping to carry a 
track-rail, fell on his right knee, the rail 
slipping from his shoulder and falling 
upon the sacrum, dislocating the right 
femur upon the dorsum illii. When I 
arrived, Dr. Sperry asked me if I had 
my pulleys with me. I answered that I 
had the pulleys which the Almighty 
furnished me with. Said the doctor, 
* 'You can't set the leg without pulleys. " 
I answered that I could try. After 
the patient was fully chloroformed, the 
muscles being thorougly relaxed, I step- 
ped upon the bed, and flexed the leg 
upon the thigh, and the thigh at right 
angles with the body, and placing his 
foqt between my legs, and my hand 
beneath the bend of his knee, I lifted 
the hips well from the bed, and held 
them immovable in that position less 
than half a minute, when the head of 
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the thigh bone returned into the socket 
with a sensible and audible shock. The 
reduction was accomplished so quietly 
that the doctor did not notice when it 
occurred, nor did he understand the 
method used, and at first questioned the 
fact of its having been reduced. 

September 25, 1874, 1 was called, with 
Dr. I)avis, of Lebanon, New Hamp- 
shire, in the case of N. S. Huntington, 
of Hanover, New Hampshire, a brake- 
man on the Central Vermont Railroad, 
who, while coupling cars at Claremont 
Junction, had his right hip dislocated 
on the dorsum. Chloroform was ad- 
ministered by Dr. Davis, and I reduced 
this dislocated femur in the same man- 
ner as in the case of Baumhar, and with 
the same facility. 

January 13, 1877, called, in consul- 
tation with Dr. B. F. Eaton, of Hart- 
ford, Vermont, to see A. Woodbury, a 
freight brakeman, who had his left hip 
dislocated while coupling cars at Bel- 
lows Falls, Vermont. Dr. Eaton gave 
the chloroform, while, by the same 
method as in* the above described cases, 
I returned the dislocated bone to its 
proper place in less than half a minute. 
These four cases are all I have to 
relate as testing this new, easy, and, I 
claim, unfailing method of reducing 
luxations of the trip joint. It will be 
noticed that they are all cases of dislo- 
cation on the dorsum illii ; but, at the 
same time, we should be reminded that 
the dislocation on the dorsum is the 
type of all luxations of the femur, and 
that before the reduction is accomplished 
in other and rarer forms, the head of 
the thigh bone is thrown on the dorsum 
by manipulation before it can be re- 
turned to the acetabulum. Indeed, it is 
not uncommon for the head of the femur 
to be changed from one position to the 
other several times during the manipu- 
lations before it can be returned to the 
socket, in cases of pubic and ischiatic 
forms of displacement, by the method 
of Nathan Smith. 

By my method, the lower part of the 
body is lifted from the floor and held 
immovable. This maneuver relaxes the 



femoral ligament, and the weight of the 
hips and opposite limb rotates the body 
outward, producing sufficient abduction 
and extension to quietly draw the ace- 
tabulum over the head of the femur, 
and at the same tfme compelling the 
patient to become " particeps criminis " 
in case of a suit for mal-practice. — Ohio 
Med. and Sur%. Journal. 



Abstracts and Gleanings. 

Antiseptic Surgery. — Lister's sys- 
tem is not the application of pecu- 
liar dressings, or the use of paritcu- 
lar antiseptics. It is a method of 
treating wounds based on the "germ 
theory," and its principal aim is to pre- 
vent the entrance of germs into wounds, 
to destroy them if already there, and to 
guard against the accumulation of 
wound secretions. In order to attain 
this end he surrounds the patient with 
a series of precautionary measures, 
which have from time to time been im- 
proved on by him. These require pecu- 
liar materials and appliances, of which I 
present the latest phase that came 
under my observation. They are 
enumerated without particular plan. 
Where the mode of preparation is not 
indicated, it will suggest itself; where 
it is described, it is adapted as much as 
possible to self-preparation, thereby 
facilitating the introduction of the sys- 
tem by diminishing its greatest objec- 
tion — the cost. Their use is described 
as concisely as possible, and will become 
clearer when I shall treat of the mode of 
operating and dressing. 

1. Carbolized Solution (Acid, carbol. 
cryst. 5, aqae. 100) is used to clean the 
neighborhood of wounds before opera- 
tion, to disinfect the hands of surgeon 
and assistants, and instruments, to wash 
out septic wounds, and clear drainage 
tubes. 

2. Carbolized Water, a 2J per cent 
solution of crystalized carbolic acid in 
water. It is used in the spray, and to 
wet the "lost gauze." 

3. Carbolized Oil (Acid, carbol. cryst 
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5 t ol. oliv. 100), to oil catheters or other 
instruments, or fingers when about to be 
introduced into some of the cavities. It 
is also employed when a constant direct 
contact of the antiseptic with the wound 
is necessary, as in caries, — or where the 
gauze dressing cannot be applied, as in 
abcess of the rectum. 

4. Solution of Chloride of zinc (8 per 
per cent), 1 part of liq. zinc, chlor. 
mixed with 3 parts of water. Where 
wounds have been exposed, unprotected 
to the access of atmospheric air, or 
where, from mistake in dressing, aseptic 
wounds have become septic, they are 
swabbed out with this solution. It is 
more effective than carbolic solution, 
but too powerful for permanent use in 
the dressings. 

5. The Spray. In order to prevent 
the entrance of living germs during an 
operation or dressing, a spray of "car- 
bolized water" is directed on the wound. 
The best instrument for this purpose is 
"Lister's spray," a steam atomizer 
which throws a large cone of finely di- 
vided spray. It is almost indispensable 
in long operations and where a consider- 
able space of tissue is exposed. In its 
absence it may be replaced by the or- 
dinary steam atomizer, of which two 
ought to be at hand, as they are sooner 
exhausted. Theirsuction tube is unne- 
cessary, and a glass tube, drawn to a fine 
point, and bent at an acute angle, to 
throw the steam against wounds with- 
out necessity of tipping the instrument, 
may take its place. In the absence of 
these, or for short dressings, Richard- 
son's spray apparatus may be used. It 
has, however, serious defects ; it gives 
out frequently without apparent cause, 
is very fatiguing, and wets the wounds 
too much, as the spray is not as finely 
divided as that of the steam atomizer. 

6. The Protective is oiled silk, coated 
with copal varnish, to render it imper- 
meable, and then covered with a thin 
layer of 1 part dextrine, 2 part* starch, 
and 16 parts "carbolized solution," to 
facilitate adhesion of the disinfecting 
fluids, into which it is dipped before 
being applied to the wound. The pur- 



pose of the "protective" is to prevent 
the irritating effect of the contact of the 
antiseptic with the wound. It is placed 
immediately over this, overlapping it but 
little. 

7. The Antiseptic Gauze, a peculiar 
unstarched cotton gauze, selected by 
Mr. Lister on account of the facility 
with which secretions penetrate its 
meshes. It is prepared with antiseptics, 
and thus, after absorbing the wound 
fluids, it prevents their decomposition. 
Pieces of cotton gauze, six yards in 
length and one yard in width, are to be 
placed in a zinc trough and heated in 
the water-bath for several hours, after 
which they are spread out, and a hot 
mixture of 1 part cryst. carbolic acid, 5 
common resin and 7 paraffin e is poured 
over them by means of a syringe. They 
are then returned to the trough and 
submitted to pressure for some hours, 
to cause an even distribution of the 
fluids. The resin is to hold the carbolic 
acid more firmly, and prevent it from 
being washed out or evaporated too 
quickly. The paraffine diminishes ad- 
hesion of the dressing. This gauze is 
prepared in factories in Germany, the 
best known, being the "International" 
factory, at Schaffhausen, Switzerland. 

[The above we clip from A. C. 
GirarcTs report to the Surgeon General^ 
U. S. A. Other appliances are men- 
tioned as the Mcintosh, or common 
rubber cloth, used to keep the secre- 
tions of the wound from finding their 
way immeJiately to the surface, and to 
compel them to permeate the whole 
dressing, thus being constantly in con- 
tact with the carbolic acid. 

The Catgut, for ligatures and deep 
sutures ; The Salacylic Cotton ; The 
Sponges; Drainage 9 tubes. Antiseptic 
Silk, Boracic Water, 3£ per cent solu- 
tion of boracic acid in water, used to 
moisten the boracic lint The boracic 
ointment, used to spread on thin cotton, 
and applied to ulcers and granulating 
surfaces. — Ed.1 

Surgeon-Major Porter's Sawdust 
Pads. — On May 1st, a male, aged twen- 
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ty-four, was caught between a fly-wheel 
in motion and an adjacent wall, so that 
his left leg was crushed, the bones being 
fractured in many places, and the soft 
parts being extensively lacerated. 1 
found it necessary to perform a primary 
amputation, as low in the thigh as the 
bruised condition of the soft parts would 
permit. The stump was drained, and 
was dressed with carbolized oil on lint, 
and gutta percha tissue over this. The 
limb was then swung on a drop-splint, 
resting on sawdust pads. There was a 
great deal of blood-stained serum, and 
afterwards of grumous fluid, which 
oozed from the bruised tissues of the 
stump ; but the parts of the stump in 
apposition healed by the first intention. 
The discharge above mentioned was 
received on a drop-pad, which was re- 
moved daily. The pad which bore the 
weight of the limb, and the limb itself, 
were not disturbed for fourteen days. 
The pad, when removed, was perfectly 
sweet, and no serum had run into or in 

• 

any way soiled the bed linen. The pa- 
tient is now — May 22d, three weeks 
after the operation — convalescent, hav- 
ing recovered without an unfavorable 
symptom, only his recovery was slow, 
owing to the quantity of blood lost 
whilst being brought up from Blackwall 
to the hospital. In this instance the 
pad was most serviceable. It enabled 
us to leave the thigh undisturbed for the 
time mentioned ; and, from its yielding, 
it allowed the limb to mould for itself 
its bearings, which were, throughout, 
free from all discomfort. With the 
drop apparatus we were able to dress 
the stump without causing the patient 
the slightest pain. ^ 

A girl, aged sixteen, required to have 
her leg amputated* immediately above 
the ankle joint (Syme's operation) on 
account of carious disease of the left 
tarsus. The stump was drained, cov- 
ered with carbolized oil on lint and gutta- 
percha tissue, and was secured on a drop 
splint and swung. The small sawdust 
pad was changed during the first week 
every second or third day; the larger 
pad which supported, the leg was not 



disturbed in any way for three weeks; 
when removed it was sweet and clean. 
Apart from the question under con- 
sideration, these cases are of interest 
with reference to the results obtained in 
the treatment of severe wounds and ex- 
tensive suppurations. As to the use of 
the pads, it may be said that they are 
approved by the Sisters for their cleanli- 
ness, and for the manner in which they 
keep the bed linen from being soiled by 
discharge of serum or of pus. They 
are easily made so as to fit as required, 
and they are inexpensive. When the 
quilting is properly attended to, they 
are comfortable to the patient, readily 
yielding to such pressure as that, for 
for instance, caused by the weight of the 
leg, and moulding so as to give equable 
support. Whilst they effectually absorb 
discharge, it is as well, when this is con- 
siderable, that the pad should be changed 
every two or three days, but when, in 
addition to the pad, carbolized oil dress- 
ing is used, they can be left for a longer 
period. Thus, in the case of the two 
amputytions, the pads which supported 
the leg in one, and the thigh in the sec- 
ond, were not touched for three weeks, 
and for fourteen days, respectively. I 
do not feel disposed to rely entirely upon 
these pads for keeping parts absolutely 
clean ; but, in conjunction with carbol- 
ized oil, or with some kindred dressing, 
they are amongst the best pads with 
which I am acquainted, and I consider 
that we are much indebted to Mr. Por- 
ter for giving us an appliance which is 
simple, inexpensive and efficacious. I 
may add, that, mixed with shot, so as 
to give weight to the appliance, these 
pads may be used to give pressure, 
when such is desirable, as over some 
forms of abscess, to prevent redistension 
from collection of pus in a sac which 
has been opened — G W. Callenderin 
London Lancet. 



Treatment of Croupous Pneumonia- 
— Dr. Robinson, in a paper before the 
American Medical Association, says : In 
the absence of the author of the paper, 
Dr. A. B. Palmer, of Ann Arbor, Mich., 
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it was read by Dr. N. S. Davis. The pa- 
per principally dealt with the effects of 
quinine in the treatment of acute pneu- 
monia. After detailing the nature of the 
disease, and describing the various meth- 
ods of treatment, Dr. Palmer submitted 
his particular method. When Called to 
a patient within twelve or twenty-four 
hours after the chill, or at any time be- 
fore any considerable exudation has oc 
curred, he immediately gave from six to 
ten grains of quinine, together with from 
one-fourth to one-third of a grain of mor- 
phine, which almost invariably, in a 
short time, from half an hour to two 
hours, induced free perspiration, and a 
reduction of the temperature. Then he 
repeated the quinine in doses of from 
fouc to eight grains once in from two to 
three hours, and unless all pain and 
special uneasiness was relieved, he add- 
ed another, but usually a smaller, dose of 
morphine in four or six hours, but by all 
means continuing the quinine in any of 
the last- mentioned cases until from thirty 
to fifty, and sometimes sixty, grains 
were given. Sometimes from twenty 
to twenty-five grains would be sufficient, 
given in these divided doses, or, if pre- 
ferred, in doses somewhat smaller, but 
more frequently repeated. But as the 
larger quantity was harmless and might 
be needed, he preferred to give at least 
thirty, and oftener as much as forty 
grains in from twelve to twenty-four 
hours. The effect desired, and certain- 
ly as a rule produced, was a decided re- 
duction of temperature, a marked dimin- 
ution in the frequency of the pulse, a 
decided moisture of the skin or free 
sweating, a slower and more easy respi- 
ration, a relief from pain and the feeling 
of fullness in the chest, a diminution of 
the cough and of the tenacious and 
bloody character of the expectoration. 
In short, not only was there a checking 
of the fever, but of :all the evidence, gen- 
eral and local, of the pulmonary engor- 
gement and inflammation ; the quantity 
of the medicine to be given depended 
much upon the completeness of the 
effects to be produced. The slight deaf- 
ness and ringing in the ears, which might 



or might not result from these doses 
was a matter of very little consequence 
was almost always temporary, and should 
not influence the quantity given. A 
small quantity of quinine would produce 
these phenomena with some, while larger 
doses would fail to do so with others, 
and neither in pneumonia nor in ague 
were they the measure of the medicinal 
effect of the remedy, or an index of the 
quantity that would be required or borne. 
As a rule, all the treatment required 
after this was a gentle laxative, or if the 
tongue was much coated, a few grains of 
blue mass, followed in a few hours by a 
mild saline cathartic, and that in turn 
followed by some mild eliminative mix- 
ture. 

[I have twice in my own case aborted 
pneumonia in the initial stage, charac- 
terized by pain in the chest and rigors, by 
going at once to bed, applying hot rocks 
to the extremities, a large mustard plas- 
ter around the entire chest, and taking a 
full dose of quinine and Dovers powder. 
The effect was speedy reaction, followed 
in a short time by diaphoreses and relief 
of pain. There was bloody expectora- 
tion in both cases, but no inflammatory 
action. A second smaller dose of the 
medicine was taken in both instances, 
and I kept my room about two days. 

—Ed. W.l 

* 

Collodion Flexile in Cases of Ec- 
zema. — Henry Lawson, M.D., Assistant 
Physician to, and Lecturer on Physiolo- 
gy in, St. Mary's Hospital, says: 
In my hands, two bad cases of eczema — 
E. genitale and E. capitis — collodion 
has shown itself so valuable a remedial 
agent that I lose no time in publishing 
the result, in order that others may try 
it, and see what the consequences are 
likely to be. I shall now describe one 
of the cases. 

The first case was one of E. genitale. 

The patient, M. E , was a woman 

aged about forty-seven years, married, 
and the mother of several children. She 
was a florid woman, of an active tem- 
perament, well nourished, of moderate 
habits of life, tolerably cleanly, and with 
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a pulse strong and full and about 74 in 
the minute. She had lost her courses 
about two years ago ; and, indeed, her 
general appearance was not such as led 
me to commiserate her very much. 
However, an examination of the patient 
showed that she had been suffering a 
good deal. The whole of the neighbor- 
hood of the perineum, of the parts about 
the vulva, and of the inner margin of 
both thighs, were covered with an erup- 
tion. And what was its nature ? It is 
difficult to describe it. It had a reddish 
or reddish purple aspect, which was, of 
course,caused by the injection of the parts 
with blood ; and it could be seen that cer- 
tain parts were slightly raised; while 
over the whole surface was a sort of semi- 
transparent glutinous liquid mass, with 
here and there some scaly particles of 
epidermis. It did not smell badly, 
though the entire amount of surface 
exposed must have been quite a square 
foot ; but it was accompanied by great 
pain, heat, and secretion of liquid mat- 
ter. Indeed, the patient declared that 
it made her life a perfect misery. 

Well, I first tried tar water, and with 
some success, but not enough, for after 
a fortnight she was nearly as bad as on 
the first day I saw her, and she had 
been fourteen months suffering under 
this disease. So I resolved to try the 
collodion flexile. I placed her on the 
sofa, and proceeded to literally cover 
the diseased parts with collodion, and 
then I put a second layer over the first. 
I next directed her to put on this mate 
rial twice, or oftener, if needful, every 
day, and to come to me in a week and 
report progress. At the same time I 
forbade her to take tea, coffee or malt 
liquors, but to substitute cocoa or milk, 
and to take a little whisky if she desired 
it. Finally, I ordered her a compound 
colocynth pill, with podophylin, to be 
taken occasionally at night 

When, at the end of a week, this 
patient came to me, I was absolutely 
astounded at the progress she had made. 
There was not at all the same amount 
of secretion over the surface, and it 
seemed paler, while it had not extended 



in the least degree. She said she felt 
she was getting better, and that it was 
not nearly so painful as it had been. Of 
course I simply repeated the prescrip- 
tion, and when she came again in a fort 
night, all appearances of liquid on the 
surface had disappeared. The extent of 
the affected parts had diminished, so had 
the pain, which was now nearly nil. In 
fact, the remedy had acted most satis- 
factorily, and there was nothing to do 
but repeat it. This course was followed 
out by the patient for about two months, 
at the £nd of which she presented her- 
self completely cured of the painful E. 
genitale. — London Lancet 

A New Instrument for the Admin- 
istration of Compressed Air. — Dn F. 
H. Davis, of Chicago, has devised a 
new instrument that is designed to be a 
cheap substitute for the more expensive 
ones, such as Waldenburg's, now in use. 
It consists of a small gasometer, fifteen 
inches in diameter by twenty-four inches 
in height, and should be made of gal- 
vanized iron. On the side of the outer 
tank two upright bands are soldered, 
embracing between them a slip of wood 
that reaches twelve inches above the 
tank, and to the extremity of which is 
hinged a wooden lever two feet long. 
A handle in the middle of the inner tank 
is attached to the middle of the wooden 
lever. But slight exertion on the part 
of the patient in raising or lowei ing this 
lever, produces all the pressure or suc- 
tion necessary. The apparatus can be 
made by any tinsmith, and with three 
feet of three-quarter inch hose, costs 
from four to five dollars. The patient 
inspires the compressed air, or, vice 
versa, expires into rarefied air and in- 
spires again the ordinary atmosphere. 
To obtain more marked result two gas- 
ometers are sometimes employed — one 
to inspire from, and one to expire into. 
As the fever is raised the patient expires 
into the one, the other being at the same 
time raised full of fre*h air; he then in- 
spires the fresh air as the lever is de- 
pressed, the foul air at the same time 
emptying itself from the first tank. One 
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mouthpiece only need be tised, and a 
light gauge may be attached to show 
the exact amount of pressure or suc- 
tion. Fitted out in this way, the appa- 
ratus would cost from fifteen to twenty 
dollars. Dr. Davis has seen the advan- 
tage of this treatment in several classes 
of cases. It has been chiefly in those 
young persons of slight physique, whose 
chests were flat and narrow, and had de- 
ficient expansive power. While physi- 
cal examination showed no tubercular 
deposits, there was a sensitive condition 
of the air-passages, causing frequent 
attacks of cold. In such persons the 
inhalation of compressed air from five 
to ten minutes, once or twice a day, 
produced very decided improvement. 
Undei its use, in combination with some 
tonic, such as the malt extract, or cod 
liver oil, the patient's condition improved, 
his carriage became more erect, inspira- 
tion deepened, and the sensitiveness to 
catarrhal attacks lessened. Where there 
is incipient or primary tuberculosis, such 
as is shown by a loss of flesh and 
strength, with diminished appetite, short- 
ness of breath on exercise, slight pains 
in the chest, usually a hacking cough, 
and expectoration of a mucous charac- 
acter, rather harsh bronchial respiration, 
and more or less dullness on percussion, 
it is thought that the question of im- 
provement under compressed air will 
depend a good deal upon the hereditary 
taint. When the phthisis is inflamma- 
tory in its origin, the best of results may 
be anticipated, unless the stage of soft- 
ening has commenced, and then this 
treatment should not be attempted for 
fear of hemorrhage. In emphysema 
and valvular diseases of the heart, the 
author has had no experience. — Chicago 
Med. Jour, and Examiner, Oct. 1877. 

The Treatment of Pulmonary Cavi- 
ties. — The following important sugges- 
tions are from an article in the London 
Medical Times and Gazette, by Dr. R. D. 
Powell, of the Brompton Hospital for 
Consumptives: In the treatment of 
secreting cavities, the objects we have in 
view are (1) to lessen secretion, (2) to 



promote evacuation of what secretion is 
formed, and (3) to disinfect such cavities. 
Counter-irKtation, of little use, I believe, 
whilst cavities are still forming or extend- 
ing, is of great service in these cases. 
When we remember that in chronic ex- 
cavation of the lung we almost invariably 
get an intimate union of the two pleural 
surfaces, and an anastomosis of their 
vessels, we may see why the application 
of a blister externally may affect such 
cavities. As a matter of fact, they do 
influence them most decidedly. Strong 
iodine applications (two drachms to the 
ounce), or fly blisters, ' or perhaps a 
blister kept open for a few days by the 
use of savin ointment dressing, are the 
forms of counter-irritation suitable to 
different cases. Under their use the 
cough and expectoration frequently di- 
minish. Acids and astringent iron ton- 
ics and oil are needed. Sedative cough 
mixtures are directly contra-indicated 
in these cases, except for the purpose of 
giving rest at bedtime. It is in these 
cases the inhalations are most useful; for, 
firstly, there being no actively spreading 
disease present they can do no harm ; 
secondly, we can, by their use, render 
less noxious the pus that bathes the sur- 
face of the cavity, and which is aptto be- 
corfle inhaled during the effort of expec- 
toration into distant parts of the lung : 
thirdly, inhalations help expectoration ; 
fourthly, there can be little doubt that 
appropriate inhalation sometimes have a 
healing or an alterative effect upon the 
internal surface of the cavity. 

The best substances for inhalation are 
— iodine (vapor iodi, B. P.,) only to be 
used occasionally and for a few days 
together ; carbolic acid (glycerine of car- 
bolic acid, one drachm to two drachm, 
to half a pint of hot water ; ) or tar water 
(liq. carbonis detergens, one drachm, to 
half a pint of water:) useful disinfecting 
and, except iodine, somewhat sedative 
inhalations, that may be employed two 
or three times a day. They may be 
taken very well from a deep jug, or a 
Nelson's inhaler, with the sponge remov- 
ed. Friar's balsam, tincture of larch, 
turpentine, etc*, may be similarly era- 
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ployed from time to time. Perchloride 
of iron or other astringents may some- 
times be used with Siegle's spray appa- 
« ratus ; but I have myself failed to find 
atomized astringents useful in these 
cases, and doubt if they penetrate so far 
as vapors inhaled in the ordinary way. 
Salt air, and perhaps especially sea-shore 
air, containing more or less salt spray, is 
usually beneficial to these patients ; some 
liberal diet is, of course, necessary. 

Medicinally these cases my be com- 
bated by quinine, internally, or in some 
cases full doses of perchloride of iron, or 
sedative inhalations containing tincture 
of benzoin and opium ; hyoscyamus and 
chloric either, carbolic acid and opium, 
etc., are useful. Ipecacuanha wine, ad- 
ministered as spray, with Siegle's inha- 
ler, is worth a trial, but patients suffer- 
ing from this condition of cavities are 
often too prostrate to bear the fatigue 
of inhaling. If the more active general 
symptoms should lessen, but a blood- 
stained and copious expectoration still 
leads us to infer that the walls of the 
cavity are hyperaemic, I am convinced, 
from observation, that the best treatment 
is to apply a blister over the region of 
the excavation, and to keep it freely dis- 
charging for several days, by means of 
savin ointment dressing. I have se,en 
active symptoms completely subside 
under this treatment — which is, however, 
somewhat severe and painful — and the 
cavity subsequently contract, the expec- 
toration, from being abundant and san- 
guineous, becoming scanty, viscid, and 
apparently consisting of bronchial mucus 
only, — Medical & Surgical Reporter. 

Colocynth for Abdominal Pain. — 
L>r, James I. Tucker writes to tbe 
Chicago Medical Journal and Examiner: 
"I state without fear of successful con- 
troversion that colocynth will allay the 
pain caused by excessive peristaltic 
action better than any drug in use, not 
excepting opium, provided it be used in 
the proper dose. I refer to simple but 
nevertheless distressing idiopathic pain, 
10 to apeak: pain due to excessive 
ttimilliftMtn of the nerves engaged in 



keeping up the harmonious rythm of the 
vermicular movement of the bowels. 
In such cases I employ not the soVd ex 
tract, but the tincture ; and I use the 
tincture in such small quantities that I 
expect to meet a large amount of in- 
credulity growing out of a priori con- 
clusions. But why, pray, if ipecac in 
minute doses can allay nausea and vom- 
iting, may not colocynth in small doses 
allay the ver> griping which in large 
doses it is capable of producing ? I use 
only just so much of the tincture as to 
render the excipient — generally water — 
slightly bitter. In teaspoonful doses, 
repeated pro re nata % I have seen the 
most speedy relief from very violent 
griping. Now, since the therapeutics is 
the ultimate aim of classical or humani- 
tarian medicine, I hope much more at- 
tention wili be paid hereafter to the 
hitherto unutilized virtues of drugs which 
have been supposed to have but a very 
limited applicability. It will be found 
that our methods of ascertaining the 
therapeutical possibilities of drugs are 
lamentably meagre, and without honest 
original research we bow too willingly to 
the shrine of supposititious authority. 
The truly medicinal properties of many 
of the drugs in common use lie latent, 
dormant, and neglected, ready at any 
time to grow and bud and blossom, like 
the germinal principle which was at last 
discovered in the wheat grains found in 
the Egyptian catacombs. It is the duty 
of every practitioner to contribute the 
results of his experience to the common 
store of knowledge ; not, indeed, to tell 
us what misery he can occasion by doses 
of this or that, but how far this or that 
has contributed, by a careful artistic 
application, to alleviate the sufferings of 
mankind. The basis of observation has 
been hitherto very inadequate ; but the 
time is coming — nay, is already here — 
when the action of drugs may be ascer- 
tained with mathematical accuracy. I 
mean by the neurological method of 
therapeutics. To this fact, and to the 
other virtues of the bitter cucumber, 
which are an illustration of this fact, I 
now endeavor to call the attention of 
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the medical profession. Therapeutics 
resting on a neurological basis is to be 
the therapeutics of the future. — Louis- 
ville Medical News. 



How the Chinese Make Eunuchs. — 
The following curious description is 
given by a writer in the Lancet : 

The operation is performed at an 
establishment maintained for the pur- 
pose, immediately outside one of the 
palace gates. The operators are known 
as "knifers," and they contrive to keep 
the trade in their own families. For 
each castration, and the subsequent care 
of the ease, they receive the equivalent 
ot about £1 16s. sterling. When about 
to be operated on, the patient is placed 
in a semi-supine position, on a broad 
bench. One man, squatting behind him, 
grasps his waist, and one man is told off 
to each of his legs. Bandages are fast- 
ened tightly round the hypogastric and 
inguinal regions, the penis and scrotum 
are three times bathed with a hot decoc- 
tion of pepper, pods, and the patient is 
finally, if an adult, solemnly asked wheth- 
er he will ever repent. If he appears 
doubtful, he is unbound and dismissed^ 
but if his courage has held out, as it usu- 
ally has, all the parts are swiftly swept 
away by one stroke of a small sickle- 
shaped knife. A pewter plug is inser- 
ted into the urethra, the wound is cov- 
ered with paper soaked in cold water, 
and is firmly bound up. The patient, 
supported by two men, is kept walking 
round the room for two or three hours, 
after which he is permitted to lie down. 
For three days he gets nothing to drink, 
nor is he allowed to pass urine At the 
end of this period the dressings are re- 
moved, and the plug is taken out. The 
parts generally heal in about one hun- 
dred days, when the patient is inspected 
by an old and experienced eunuch, in 
order to make sure that the mutilation 
is complete. About two per cent, of 
all cases prove fatal, some by hemor- 
rhage and some by extravasation. For 
a long time after the operation there 
is nocturnal incontinence of urine. — 
Medical & Surgical Reporter. 



Mental Emotion as a Cause of 
Impotence. — Now, there are no organs 
in the body so readily influenced by 
mental emotions as the genital organs, 
and mental emotion is one of the com- 
monest causes of impotence in existence. 
Impotence of this nature may occur in 
married or single men in comparative 
health, as well as in those who have 
masturbated to excess. In the latter 
it is more apt to take place, but you 
will find very many cases where there is 
no other assignable cause but. mental 
emotion. Troubles in business, anxiety 
about the health, family jars, a fit of in- 
digestion, a disagreeable remark from 
one of the interested parties, a leucor- 
rhoeal discharge with a fetid odor — in 
fact, any uncomfortable feeling whatev- 
er which takes the mind away from the 
act, will bring on impotence ; and,when 
one failure occurs,no matter how trivial 
the cause, others are sure to follow. 
Fear is an essential element in many 
cases — fear that the act cannot be ac- 
complished; it is this fear which pro- 
duces impotence in many who have 
masturbated. They read in advertise- 
ments and elsewhere of their loss of 
manhood, and the very first attempt at 
intercourse fails, even when there is 
really no loss of power. Temporary im- 
potence has been produced in a healthy 
man by a friend's recital of his own 
surprising failure. The thought of the 
accident which befel the friend occurred 
at the wrong time, and he too failed. 

I might go on with innumerable in- 
stances of such cases of impotence, but 
our time will not admit of it ; neither 
do I think it necessary. But I do wish 
you to be impressed with the idea that 
emotions cause impotence in most pa- 
tients, and that such impotence is al- 
ways amenable to treatment, and can, 
with rare exceptions, be recovered from. 
— Prof. Howe in Med. Record. 

Veratrum Viride Poisoning. —Dr. 
Elrich. This was occasioned by the 
reading of Dr. Lynch's paper before the 
Medico-Chirurgical Faculty, on the sub- 
ject of veratrum. Years ago I had used 
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this drug, and had such unpleasant re- 
sults follow that I abandoned it, but Dr. 
Lynch induced me to give it another 
trial. A child, sixteen months old, had 
membranous croup, so far as I could 
determine, although there was no false 
membrane discharged, nor patches on 
the fauces. Two drops were ordered 
every two hours. After taking a few 
doses it vomited, and the breathing was 
relieved. One morning the mother gave 
a teasponful in place of a cough mixture ; 
it corrutienced vomiting soon after, its 
extremities became cold, a cold clammy 
perspiration appeared, and it seemed to 
be in collapse. As Dr. Lynch recom- 
mended opium as the antidote for any 
unfavorable symptoms, I injected three 
drops of deodorized tincture of opium, 
and in a short time the alarming condi- 
tion disappeared. 

Dr. Wintermitz. It will invariably act 
in that manner unless combined with an 
opiate. If an opiate had been given 
with it, no ill effect would have been 
sen. 

Dr. Rohe. I hope Dr. Wintermitz does 
not recommend teaspoonful doses, even 
when combined with opium. 

Dr. Seldner. In spite of its combina- 
tion with opium, as soon as the pulse 
is reduced, it will produce emesis of 
such obstinate and depressing character, 
that I have abandoned its use. 

[For more than twenty -five years we 
have used Norwood 's tincture verattum. 
Once, by mistake of a nurse, twenty- 
drop doses were given every two hours, 
until two drachms were taken, with no 
other effect than frequent vomiting, and 
a degree of prostration not so great as 
would have resulted from emetic doses 
of lobelia. While this fact shows that 
viratrum is not so dangerous and poison- 
ous as has been supposed, yet it is not 
necessary or advisable to give large doses, 
when smaller ones will accomplish the 
object for which it is usually prescribed, 
to-wit: the reduction of the pulse. We 
never fail to accomplish this with two to 
four-drop doses, given every two hours, 
to an adult. Given thus, it rarely nause- 
ates the stomach. It is true, as above 



stated, that opium counteracts the tend- 
ency of the remedy to produce nausea ; 
and yet it does not prevent its sedative 
action upon the circulation. — Ed. W.] 

Chloral Drinker. — "In June, 1875, 
I thought chloral hydrate might be 
something nice, I looked over all the 
Druggists' Circulars at hand, and conclu- 
ded that it was harmless in thirty grain 
doses. As we had none in the store, I 
went to another drug-store and pur- 
chased one ounce. I took thirty grains 
of it in a tumblerful of water, which had 
a pleasing effect. I then took thirty 
grains more, which seemed to takeaway 
my memory. I followed it up for two 
days, every little while taking thirty 
grains largely diluted with water. Du- 
ring those two days I swallowed three- 
fourths of an ounce of chloral hydrate. 
At last I could not hold anything in my 
hands, which were partially paralyzed. 
I had to be assisted home, and went to 
bed and slept most of the time for one 
day and two nights. I then went about 
my business, but of all the sufferings I 
ever endured I think this was the worst 
I was not free from pain a moment for 
thirty days. The pain was greatest in 
my knees and legs. I would go to bed 
at night, get in an easy position, and lie 
perfectly still, and not stir in the least, 
and finally would go to sleep. The first 
thing on awaking were those dreadful 
pains. I took nux vomica and phos- 
phorus pills, but they did me no good; 
the disease had to wear itself out. The 
sufferings resembled those of the opium- 
eater when deprived of the drug. With 
one or two exceptions, I can not recall 
any thing that transpired during those 
two days. I think that I had a narrow 
escape from death. I shall not take any 
more chloral hydrate." — Drug. Cite. 

Cold and Sweating Feet. — Dr. Rum- 
bcld in Virginia Medical Monthly, says: 
If there is fcetor from the feet, salicylic 
acid and bromide of potassium : aa grs. v 
ad. oz.j of 'Vaseline/' will, in a few bath- 
ings and annointings, correct this condi- 
tion. 
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Plunging the warm feet in cool water 
immediately on getting out of bed 
in the morning, has, frequently, a good 
effect. 

Boots that are thin or tight, and shoes 
that are low in the ankles, should be 
avoided in cold or damp weather. 
Heavy, loose-fitting boots, with double 
uppers and soles — the latter made wide 
— are the proper coverings for the feet, 
in cold or damp weather. 

India-rubber overshoes should be worn 
in wet or damp weather only, and they 
should be removed from the feet as soon 
as the wearer enters the house. 

Slippers should not be worn by either 
sex during cold or even cool weather. 
One of the ways in which a cold is myste- 
riously (?) contracted, is to exchange a 
pair of warm boots for a pair of low slip- 
pers. Those who do this have forgotten 
that their feet and ankles had been pro- 
tected all day, and that they have not 
only uncovered them, but placed them 
in the coldest stratum of air in the room. 
If they had taken the precaution to draw 
on over the stockings which they usually 
wear a pair of heavy woolen socks, the 
chances for taking cold from wearing the 
slippers would have been greatly de- 
creased. 

Diagnosis of Hip-diseases in Chil- 
dren. —-In examining a child suspected 
to have hip-disease, be careful to place 
him on something firm and flat — a table 
covered with a blanket, a leather couch, 
or the floor. If you use a soft bed, he 
will sink into it, and you will perhaps 
overlook even a considerable deformity. 
Do not be content with any thing short 
.of a thorough examination. Do not 
pretend to say whether a child whom 
you have examined, with his trowsers on, 
has or has not hip-disease. Let him be 
undressed, so that you can move his 
limbs without being hindered by his 
clothes. Girls past early child-hood 
may be fully examined, if you use a 
shawl or a loose sheet to cover them. 
1. You must look for abnormal posture 
of the limb or of the pelvis ; 2. For stiff- 
ness at the joint ; 3. Observe whether 



the glutei, or the muscles of the thigh, 
are wasted, or whether any, especially 
the abductors, are rigid ; 4. Or whether 
there is any swelling about the joint or 
in the thigh or the iliac fossa ; 5. Notice 
the relation of the trochanter to the side 
of the pelvis as compared with that of 
the opposite side; 6. Look to the 
length of the limb as compared with that 
of its fellow ; 7. See how the patient 
walks, if he be. able to do so; 8. If he 
have pain, learn its situation and its 
character. — Howard Marsh, in British 

Medical Journal. 

Masturbation. — There are certain 
gymnastic exercises which are provoca- 
tive of masturbation, and which should 
be prohibited until manhood is reached. 
These exercises, too, are common in all 
our school gymnasiums, as well as pub- 
lic gymnasiums. My attention was first 
directed to this important fact, a few 
years ago, by the history which a con- 
firmed masturbator gave me of his first 
experiences. When a lad of eight he 
commenced exercising in the school 
gymnasium. One day, while using the 
swinging pole, sustaining the whole 
weight of his body by his hands, he felt 
a peculiar sensation in his genital organs, 
which became so intense that he was 
compelled to sit down. Every time he 
resumed the exercise the same pleasu*- 
ble sensations returned. They led him 
to a closer examination of his genital 
organs, and subsequently to new methqds 
of increasing the excitement, until he 
became a confirmed masturbator. Since 
then, I have had a somewhat similar 
history from five other persons, one a 
female, confirming the opinion which I 
I now hold, viz. : that all exercises, such 
as climbing and sliding down poles, 
swinging from rings or ropes — the body 
being supported by the hands alone — 
should be dispensed with until the age of 
twenty or thereabouts ; then there is 
less danger of determination of blood to 
the genitals as a consequence of these 
exercises. — Prof. Howe in Med. Rec. 

SCHIFF ON THE FUNCTIONS OF THE 

Spleen. —The spleen appears to in- 
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cease in volume from the fourth to the 
seventh hour of gastric digestion. Dur- 
ing', the digestion, or rather during gas- 
tric absorption, the spleen prepares the 
ferment, which, entering with the blood 
into the tissue of the pancreas, forms in 
this latter a special substance into pan- 
creato-pepsine or trypsine, a material 
suited to digest albuminoid bodies. 
After extirpation of the spleen, the 
pancreatic juice loses its digestive pow- 
er on the albuminoid bodies, though it 
preserves its other digestive properties. 
The duodenal digestion of albuminoid 
substances is no longer marked by its 
energy and rapidity; it becomes weak 
just as in other parts of the small in- 
testine. After removing the spleen,the 
matter destined to form the pancreato- 
pepsine accumulates in large quantity in 
the pancreas,and can still be transformed 
into pancreato-pepsine by those chemi- 
cal influences which after death attend 
the commencement of putrefaction. 
After the nerves of the spleen have 
been destroyed, the organ remains flac- 
cid ; it no longer becomes tumid, but 
atrophies, just like the erectile tissues 
when the vascular nerves have been 
paralyzed. — La France Medicate, 79, 

1877. 

Abortive Power of Alcohol in 
Diphtheria. — I was called on a Sun- 
day evening by my friend, Dr. Burge, to 
see a lady whose child had died the pre- 
vious morning, of diphtheria. She had 
held the child most of the time of its 
illness, and kissed it repeatedly and 
frantically on the lips, as putrescent 
matter flowed from them in its last mo- 
ments. Friday and Saturday she had 
had an exudation of moderate extent in 
the fauces, but now she had, in addition, 
a diffused intumescence and induration 
of the neck. Seeing that the patient 
had inhaled the child's breath for six 
days, had had patches on both tonsils 
for two, and had applied her mouth to 
the poison many times, I mentioned to 
the doctor that we had all the condi- 
tions present foreshadowing a malignant 
case, and that regarding alcohol as a 
true antidote, I would advise its admin- 



istration in full doses, the same as when 
the disease was at its height. Besides 
the quinine previously prescribed, the 
patient took a tablespoon ful of whisky 
every hour with this result: she attend- 
ed the child's funeral on Tuesday, and 
in a day or two regained her usual health. 
In this case, the abortive power of alco- 
hol was fully manifested — a power k 
rarely fails to assert. — Dr. Chapman at 
Society County Kings. 

The American Pharmaceutical Asso- 
ciation held its Twenty-fifth Convention 
at Toronto, Sept. 4th to 7th. Brooklyn 
was represented by Messrs. Cutts, Hey- 
denreich, Sayre, Menninger and Dr. 
Squibb. The action taken by this con- 
vention concerning pharmacopceial re- 
vision was diametrically opposite to 
that taken by the American Medical 
Association at Chicago. Not only did 
it ordain the appointment of a strong 
committee who are to prepare the text 
of a modernized pharmacopoeia, but it 
tendered to Dr. Squibb a vote of thanks 
"for his earnest efforts during the past 
two or three years to inaugurate an im- 
provement in the plan of revision." 
This resolution, introduced by Mr. 
Sheppard, of Boston, was affirmed unan- 
imously. In this connection, The 
Druggists' Circular says : "The project 
devised by Dr. Squibb was treated by 
the A. M. A. with undeserved harsh- 
ness, both towards the project and its 
projector — in fact, in a manner that was 

but little short of contemptible.'* 

The committee above referred to is com- 
posed of Charles Rice, Chairman ; F. 
Hoffman, Bedford Maisch, Remington, 
Bullock, Markoe, Sheppard, Hancock, 
Ebert, Diehl, Wayne, Crawford, Mohr, 
Painter, Saunders. — Society Co. Kings. 

When Ngt to Give Iron. — In the 
current number of the Practitioner Dr. 
Milner Fothergill has contributed a few 
practical remarks on the contraindica- 
tions for giving this dsug. As long, he 
says, as there is rapidity of pulse com- 
bined with rise of temperature, so long 
must iron be withheld in the treatment 
of acute disease. As long, .moreover, as 
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the tongue is thickly coated, or red and 
irritable, it is well to withhold chalybe- 
ates altogether. This is particularly 
true of phthisis. No matter what the 
other indications are, it is useless and 
sometimes worse than useless to give it 
without the tongue be clean without 
irritability. 

It may be laid down as a general rule 
that this toleration of iron diminishes as 
the age increases. Young children take 
iron well, and it is often well borne by 
them in conditions which in the adult 
distinctly forbid its use. 

There is one condition where iron is 
absolutely forbidden, and that is in the 
condition known as biliousness. As 
long as there is a foul tongue, a bad 
taste in the mouth, and fullness of the 
liver, with disturbances of the alimen- 
tary canal, iron is not only of no service, 
but positively does harm. — Louisville 
Medical News. 



Cyanide of Zinc in Rheumatismal 
Neuralgia. — Dr. Lutton, of Rheims 
(Bull. Gen. de Therap\ again calls at- 
tention to the value of the cyanides in 
the treatment of rheumatism. He gives 
notes of two cases, one of sciatica, fol- 
lowed by trifacial neuralgia and delirium, 
where the remedy was administered ac- 
cording to the following formula : 

E Zinci cyanid . .3 grains. 

Aq. destillaUe -6} drachms. 

Mix. Mucilag. acacia 4 drachms. 

Sig. — Tablespoonful every hour. 
Shake well before using. 

The effect produced was surprising. 
The patient suffered less the first day 
after commencing treatment, the ac- 
companying fever abated, the pain 
became tolerable, sleep and appetite re- 
turned. Within three days the disease 
was, cured, and did not return. A 
second case of trifacial neuralgia, ac- 
companied by acute articular rheuma- 
tism, fever, cerebral trouble, was cured 
rapidly by the same means. Dr. Lut- 
ton gives notes of both of these cases. 
In the remarks which follow, he takes 
occasion to complain of the unmerited 
neglect with which this remedy has 

s 
{ 

\ 

i 



been treated by the profession, and 
complains almost bitterly of the popu- 
larity of propylamine and salicylic acid. 
— ^Philadelphia Medical Times. 



Patent Nostrums. — R. R. R. consists 
of a reddish yellow liquid which smells 
ql ammonia and camphor. Contains 14 
parts of soap, 40 parts often per cent, 
ammonia, 640 parts of alcoholic extract 
of cayenne or Spanish pepper, 4 parts of 
camphor, and 2 parts of oil of rosemary. 

Mrs. Winsloufs Soothing Syrup con- 
sists, says Hager, of 8 parts of white 
simple syrup mixed with 1 part of a tine 
ture made by extracting 10 parts of 
freshly crushed fennel seed and 1 part of 
oil of fennel white 60 per cent, spirits. 

Sozodont. — This reddish liquid consists 
of a solution of 5 grammes of oil soap in 
6 grammes of glycerine, 30 grammes of 
spirit, 20 grammes of water, perfumed 
with a few drops of oil of peppermint, 
oil of cloves, oil of cinnamon, and oil of 
anise colored with cochineal. The pow- 
der is a mixture of carbonate of lime, 
magnesia, and orris root 

Worm Lozenges contain 1 part of calo- 
mel, 6 parts of santonin, and 290 parts 
of sugar 

WorkFs Hair Restorer contains, says 
Wittstein, 5.6 grammes of sulphur, 8 
grammes of sugar of lead, 100 grammes 
of glycerine; and 200 grammes of aro- 
matic perfumed water. — New Remedies. 

When Shall the Lying-in Woman 
Get up ? — In a discussion upon the above 
subject before the Society of the County 
of Kings, Dr. B. M. Briggs remarked : — 

Flexions and other uterine complica- 
tions will follow too long rest, just as 
truly as they follow a premature getting 
up. His practice is to advise a gradual 
assumption of the upright posture, be- 
ginning generally on the fifth day. • The 
patient is not to lift anything heavy, or 
do hard work for a fortnight. . . The 
too common practice is to make unnec- 
essary changes in the diet ; he orders a 
diet almost similar to that taken before 
delivery. — Med. Society County Kings. 
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Practical Notes and Formula. 



Hydrobromic Acid in Prescrip- 
tions. — Dr. D. C. Wade. {Detroit Med. 
Jour.) suggests the following method for 
preparing hydrobromic acid, and the 
severaMormulse annexed : 

DILUTE HTDROBBOMrC ACID. 

L Bromide of potassium 120 grains. 

Chrystallzed tartaric acid. . . .153 grains. 
Water 1 fluid ounce. 

Dissolve the salt and then the acid in 
water, and place in cold water for sev- 
eral hours, or until precipitation ceases, 
and decant. The results of the reaction 
are the formation of bitartrate of potas 
siam (cream of tartar), which is nearly 
insoluble, and sufficiently pure hydro- 
bromic acid diluted with water, each 
fluid drachm of which . contains ten 
grains of bromine. By preserving this 
proportion,any quantity can just as read- 
ily be made. 

The affinity of hydrobromic acid for 
bases is between that of hydrochloric 
and hydriotic acids. I have prescribed 
it most frequently in half drachm doses 
well diluted. 

III. Dilute hydrobromic acid. 

Syrup of each one fluid ounce. 

Mix and write — Teaspoonful in water. 

This is not unpleasant to the taste, 
and may be 'given to obtain the consti- 
tutional effects of bromine as usually ad- 
ministered in combination with a base. 
It also acts like other mineral acids in 
being tonic, refrigerent, solvent, alter- 
ative, etc., and is very useful in the 
"bilious" conditions, including fevers, 
where the morbid symptoms recede with 
the coating on the tongue. I use little 

else in remittent tever. 

IV. Sulphate of quinia 15 to 80 grains. 

Dilute hydrobromic acid. 

Syrup of each one fluid ounce, 

Mix and write — Teaspoonful in water. 
This is extremely bitter, and in this 
respect cannot be improved by other 
additions. Like other acidulous prepa- 
rations it is incompatible with licorice. 
Bromine has the power of modifying, in 
a marked degree, the cerebral effects of 
quinine ; hence the value of this com- 
bination, aside from the alterative and 



other properties of the acid. In all cases 
of intermittent fever, I continue an an- 
tiperiodic from ten to thirteen days after 
the paroxysm ceases, and for permanent 
and other satisfactory results, this com* 
bination has proved to be far superior in 
my hands to any other not contained in 

the acid. 

V. Sulphate of cinchonia 15 to 45 grains. 

Dilute hydrobromic acid. 

Syrup of each one fluid ounce. 

Mix and write — Teaspoonful in water. 
I can discover no difference in the 
effects of cinchonia and quinine, except 
that the latter is to be preferred as a 
stimulant. I prescribe cinchonia be- 
cause of its cheapness. 

VI Red iodide of mercury 1 grain. 

Dilute hydrobromic acid 1 fluid oz. 

Fluid extract of orange peel. 

Syrup of each four fluid drachms 

Mix and write— Teaspoonful in water. 

The iodide of mercury is decomposed, 
the bromide being formed with the 
elimination of the iodide in the form of 
hydryotic acid. Mercury may be given 
in this manner for a long time without 
producing ptyalism, the salt being rap- 
idly excreted. 
VII. Pluid extract of ergot. 

Syrnp of each four fluid drachms. 

Dilute hydrobromic acid 1 fluid oz. 

Mix and write — Teaspoonful in water. 

Hydrobromic Acid in Cerebral Hy- 
peremia.— I do not believe that any other 
combination equals this for efficiency in 
cases of cerebral hyperaemia. It is not 
only indicated where venesection would 
appear beneficial, but it may be admin- 
istered by enema in a case of intercra- 
nial haemorrhage, with the likelihood of 
arresting the transfusion, by capillary 
restriction, when an additional depletion 
of the arterioles, by artificial abstraction 
of blood, would still further endanger 
life without influencing the haemorrhage, 
and is consequently positively contra- 
indicated. 

Hydrobromic Acid in Vertigo and 
Epilepsy. — Ergot and hydrobromic acid 
will be found to be promptly useful in 
the vertigo of plethora, with confusion of 
ideas, or where a determination of blood 
to the brain is prone to occur from other 
causes. 
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VIIL Fluid extract of stramonium.... 160 
drops. 

Dilate hydrobromic acid. 
s Syrup .of each one fluid ounce 

Mix and and write— one half teaspoon- 
ful in water, the dose to be increased 
until the specific effects of the stramo- 
nium are marked, and there to be main- 
tained. 

I offer this combination as a prescrip- 
tion for epilepsy. I will simply say of it, 
that its effects in this disease are re- 
markable, and I think I have reason to 
consider it superior to any other plan of 
medication. 

FOR ACUTE BRONCHITIS. 

IX. Tartar emetic . . .2 grains. 

Denarcotized tincture of opium. . . .2 fluid 
drachms. 

Dilute hydrobromic acid. . . .1 fluid ounce. 
Syrup, to make 2 fluid ounces. 

Mix and write — Teaspoonful in water. 

A8 A TONiC AND NERYINR. 

X. Syrup of bromide of iron 4 fluid 

drachms. 

Bromide of quinia 16 grains. 

Dilute hydrobromic acid 1 fluid 

ounce. 

Syrup 4 fluid drachms. 

Mix and write — Teaspoonful in water. 
The wide applicability of this tonic is 
readily suggested by its composition. 

Hydrobromic Acid in Nervous Dys- 
pepsia. — 

XI. Sub-carbonate of bismuth, . . 80 grains. 
Dilute hydrobromic acid, .. 1 fluid ounce. 

Dissolve and add 

Saccharated pepsine, 80 grains. 

Syrup, to make. 2fluid ounces. 

Mix, filter and write— Teaspoonful in water. 

This is preferable to ammoniated cit- 
rate of bismuth with pepsine, because it 
is not only permanent in the bottle, but 
it is not precipitated in the stomach, as 
is the citrate. Its indications are evi- 
dent to the professional reader. To it 
may be added pancreatine, with or with- 
out the pepsine. 

I trust I have shown by the foregoing 
formulas how readily bromine may be 
exhibited in an elegant manner, combin- 
ed with other well known remedies. 
These formulas, however, are only inten- 
ded as skeletons, upon which a great 
variety of changes may be rung to suit 
the -'notions" of the presciber. 

Elixirs instead of syrups may be sub- 
stituted, and additions of flavors may be 



made to render the medicine mor palata- 
ble. The doses given are for adults, 
and the frequency of their repetition in 
each case is to be determined in accor- 
dance with the circumstances. 

Sedation is an indication in almost all 
diseased conditions, not only as a pallia- 
tive, but to finally obtain radical results, 
by the greater curative efforts nature 
may make in the absence of irritation, 
aided, if necessary, by artificial means. 
It is no surprise, then, that the only 
known mineral sedative, being also a 
powerful alterative, should have found so 
prominent a place in the medical art ; yet 
taking into consideration the facts that 
the salts of this drug are the preparations 
of it almost universally prescribed, and 
that they must be decomposed in the 
stomach, and hydrobromic acid produced 
before the effects of bromifte can be ob- 
tained in any case, and that these salts 
cannot conveniently be combined with 
other medicines, it is an easy matter to 
gain the impression, that in the light of 
our present knowledge, there are too 
many who follow a very clumsy and un- 
scientific method of exhibiting one of our 
most valuable therapeutic agents. — De- 
troit Medical Journal. 

Scraps of Practice. — We are in- 
debted to Dr. J. R. Bristow, Farming- 
ton, Texas, for the following notes or 
"CltmcaJ Scraps." — Case 1. Mrs. F., 
aged thirty-five, nursing fifth child 
about ten months old. Attention called 
to a tumor in the breast size of a 
partridge egg. Tumor isolated and well 
defined, painless, no interference with 
function of gland. Pronounced it inno- 
cent enlargement of one of lacteal glands, 
and advised stimulant liniment, with 
friction to the part. After giving di- 
rections in regard to tumor she said 
that she had had a like tumor in the 
same breast when nursing a former 
child, and it disappeared when the child 
was weaned. Are these tumors fre- 
quent ? I do not now recall an allusion 
to them in medical literature. — B. 

Peculiar Insanity. — Case 2. Mr. 
J., aged twenty-three. Was called to 
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see him in third week of typhoid fever. 
Case progressed well for four days, and 
patient seemed convalescent ; fever had 
ceased entirely, and appetite was re- 
turning. While sitting in the sick room 
one Sabbath evening with every indica- 
tion of returning health, we were sur- 
prised at the exuberant spirits of patient. 
His mother said she never saw him more 
lively ; but in the whole affair there was 
an incongruity that led me to suspicion 
the integrity of his intellect, apart from 
any delirium incident to the disease. 
On inquiry, found that his father had 
died in the asylum, and several of his 
near relatives had suffered from acute 
attacks of insanity. These facts gave 
me the key to much that he said and 
did in the next ten days, when he was 
sufficiently recovered to be moved, and 
passed from 'under my observation. 
Reflection : I do not remember to have 
seen, before or since, insanity compli- 
cated with the delirium of typhoid fever. 
Who has ? Hydrate chloral and bro- 
mide potassium in equal quantities an- 
swered a better purpose in securing rest 
than opium, belladonna, or henbane. 



Scientific Items. 



How to give Podophyltin. — In purga- 
tive doses podophyllin is a dangerous 
drug. It is not only a powerful cathar- 
tic, irritant to the bowels, but it also has 
a powerful effect on the reflex nerves of 
the stomach, producing a most sick- 
ening nausea, and sometimes painful 
vomiting. I question whether any good 
accomplished by it as a cathartic com- 
pensates for the sickness and prostration 
it produces. But in very small doses it 
supplies a place not so will filled by any 
drug. In \ to \ grs. doses it may be 
used even with infants, and is a power- 
ful corrector of the acid, yeasty stools we 
so often meet in summer and autumn. 
As a substitute for mercury in adults, 
where the occupation compels activity 
and exposure, it is invaluable. In such 
cases \ gr. with rhubarb or aloes, or 
both, every three hours until a free ca- 
tharsis, answers all the needs of mercury 
without its dangers. B. 



MlCA is composed of silex, alumina 
and potash. There are many varieties. 
The cleavage of mica is wonderful. 
Prof. Henry says it may be split into 
leaves of 250,000 to the inch. It is found 
in primary formations associated with 
quartz, etc. It is found in many coun - 
tries, and is abundant in Middle and 
North-east Georgia. The uses of mica 
are various. Diamond dust, with which 
court dames and our American ladies 
powder their hair, is ground mica. The 
costly French silver mouldings are cast 
from ground mica. The wonderful 
showers of diamonds I have witnessed 
in the scenic plays of the "White Fawn" 
and the "Black Crook," at Niblo's, were 
mica scales. As a lubricator it is per- 
fection. Mixed with oil it wears longer 
than any other ingredient. Recent ex- 
periments have shown that for any swift 
running machinery, where the Babbitt 
metal and other packing have proved at 
fault, mica packing is perfect ; being in- 
destructible by heat, it generates none, 
and as soon as a good Yankee test is 
made, the result will be mica-packed 
boxes for fast, heavy-running machinery, 
and no more hot boxes or worn journals, 
being entirely free from grit. For stoves 
it has now become indispensable, and 
the demand for clear, transparent mica 
is rapidly increasing. 

Fire. — Some combustible material in 
a laboratory, at Columbia College, was 
fired by rays of light concentrated by a 
globular glass jar filled with water. It 
is affirmed that, in the forests of Algeria, 
fires have resulted through drops of 
water upon leaves, forming lenses. 

"Pharaoh's Serpents' Eggs are 
made of sulphocyanide of mercury ren- 
dered plastic by the addition of a little 
mucilage. The salt is best obtained 
from the manufacturing chemist." — Ex. 

LAVCESIUM is a new metal named in 
honor of Lavcesier, and discovered by 
M. Pratt in Iron Pyrites. It has a sil- 
very white color, malleable and visible. 
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RflinTTANCES poR 1878.— We shall expect remit- 
tances for 1878 to be made on or before, if possible 
the reception of the January nuumber. Hope as 
many as can, will remit in the month of Decem- 
ber. If all would do so it would greatly facilli- 
tate oar arrangements for the ensuing year. 

Unpaid subscriptions for 1877 are most urgent- 
ly needed. / 

Oua Journal.— The next number of our 
Journal will close the volume tor 1877. We have 
labored hard to make The Record interesting 
and useful to the busy practitioner. That our 
labors have not been in vain, we have abundant 
testimony in the increase of our circulation, and 
the numerous complimentary expressions to be 
round in the correspondence of the office. Our 
volume for 1878 will contain more reading matter 
and will be gotten up more neatly than hereto- 
fore, and at the same low rate <>f subscription. 
Its practical character will be rigidly maintained, 
and renewed efforts will be made to present our 
readers with the pith and cream of all that is 
useful, and valuable in the home and foreign 
Journals, together with practical items and for- 
mulae, from intelligent Medical men in all sec- 
tions of our country. 

The necessity for a cheap practical Journal of 
this character, in our section of the Union must 
be cle rly apparent to every sensible Medical man ; 
and yet there is a strange and unaccountable in- 
difference among Medical men in the South, 
toward the Journals of their own section, and 
many will be surprised to learn that nearly half 
the additions to our list during the prerent year, 
have been from the extreme Western and North- 
ern States. While we are glad to welcome sub- 
scriptions from any direction, yet, we feel that we 
have a right to expect that the Physicians of Geor- 
gia, and the adjacent States should take a special 
interest in, and work for their own Journal. 
Once again then we ask, each one of our present 
subscribers to help us. Renew your subscription, 
for the coming year, and send us one or more new 
subscribers, and thus aid us in the; important and 
useful work of promoting Medical literature in tire 
South. 
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Db. C. G. Polk and the Hospital Gazette — It 
appears that Dr. Polk, of Philadelphia, is charged 
by the Hospital Gazette with being an "Irregular" 
and connected with a bogus Medical College in 
Philadelphia. He is also charged with contribut- 
ing a paper on Glydrite of Kephaline, to a number 
of journals, having in view the advertising of the 
article for his own pecuniary benefit. We pub- 
lished an article from Dr. Polk in our June num- 
ber, on the subject named, but had not noticed 
that the same article was elsewhere published. 
Subsequently we received an advertisement of the 
drug alluded to, for iqsertion in our journal, ac- 
companied with the statement that the paper pre- 
viously published having benefitted him, he felt it 
due to us that he furnish an advertisement of the 
remedy, which he did, and which may be seen in 
our advertising department. This does not seem 
to indicate a desire to secure the benefit of an ad- 
vertisement without an equivalent 

He also writes a communication, denying in 
strong terms, the charge of being an "Irregular," 
or of being a Professor in a bogus college, and 
further vindicates himself against plagiarism, 
and the other charges preferred. 

We, of course, cannot, at this writing, say to 
what extent, if any, the above charges may have 
foundation in truth. We hope that Dr. P. will be 
able fully to exculpate himself from them all. 



Death of Dr. Paul F. Eve.-— This good man 
and eminent Surgeon died suddenly in Nashville, 
on the 3d inst. He was, says the Chattanooga 
Dispatch, by the bed-side of a patient when he 
suddenly felt a p**in in his wrist. He sat down in 
a chair and dropped his head in his hands. He 
was laid upon a couch and expired in a few mo- 
ments without a struggle. He complained of the 
pain in his wrist at 6: 15 a. m. and by 6: 25 he was 
dead. Doubtless he died of an affection of the 
heart, the symptoms of which he had long felt 

"Dr. Eve - stood at the head of his profession as a 
skillful surgeon. As an operator and author he 
had gained an enviable reputation. He will be 
painfully missed by his associates and friends in 
Nashville, and various other cities where he has 
been called from time to time, by the demands of 
Buffering humanity. He was a bold operator and 
experienced physician ; a true friend and a noble 
citizen." 

As we recur to the period long years ago when, 
in the prime and vigor of his life, he lectured in 
Augusta, to large and intelligent classes, we are 
impressed with both pleasant and melancholy 
reminiscences. The kind treatment and cordial 
greetings which, individually, we often received at 
his hands, we can never forget; and long will 
hundreds of his surviving pupils cherish the gen- 
erous and cordial courtesies which he ever exten- 
ded to the members of his class. 
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It is sad to know that his manly form is cold in 
death, and that the eloquence of his voice is forev- 
er hushed ! Truly the spirit of a great and good 
man has fled forever, and the Profession has lost 
one of her noblest and most talented members. 
Peace to his memory I Peace to his ashes 1 

W • 
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Sugar-Coated Pills.— A contributor in the 
August number of our journal having claimed pri- 
ority of manufacture for the sugar-coated pills of 
Messrs Bullock & Crer shaw, Wm. R. Warner & 
Co., of Philadelphia, take issue with the writer, 
and send us the subjoined correspondence, from 
which it appears that a mistake has been commit- 
ted, and the honor of priority, etc., rests with the 
latter firm. 

October 4th, 1877. 
Mr. W. R. Warner : Dear Sir— I have Just read 
an article in the "Southern Medical Record' 1 by 
Dr. Wm. A. Green, Macon, Ga.,on sugar-coated 
pills. 

Having been your family physician for thirteen 
years, and during that time known that you hnve 
been constantly manufacturing sugar coated pills, 
was surprised to see so little credit given you in 
the article. 

I was always under the impression that you 
were the originator of the process; for at least 
nineteen years ago I knew of Warner's make of 
sugar- coated pills. 

I understand that the primary board of judges 
at the Centennial, (consisting of eminent physi- 
cians) awarded your house the only medal for su- 
gar-coated pills, and that other firms received a 
medal from a supplementary Loard, appointed by 
the Commission, after the final adjournment of 
the primary board. Is my information correct? 

Respectful ly yours, 

J. M. Boisnot, M. D. 
Dear Sir: — In reply to your favor ot 4th inst. 
it gives us pleasure to state that your impressions 
tts expressed therein are correct. 

Wm. R. Warner made sugar-coated pills for 
Bullock & Crenshaw and supplied that firm with 
them, from his private Laboratory, for a period of 
about eight years prior to 1866, at which time no 
Other individual or firm was similarly engaged in 
Philadelphia or Pennsylvsoia. Wm. R. Warner 
& Co., were awarded the premium by the primary 
judges of the Centennial. B. & C. obtained a pre- 
mium from supplementary judges, appointed by 
the Commission neaT the close ot the exhibition. 
We presume the Doctor used statements furn- 
ished him as a basis for his essay, and as to their 
inaccuracy we have positive proof to exhibit when 
necessary* 

"fours respectfully, 

Wm. R. Warner & Co. 
Judges Report— "The sugar- coated pills of 
William R. Warner & Co. are soluble, reliable and 
unsurpassed in the perfection of sugar-coating, 
thorough composition and accurate subdivision. 
"The pi 1 Is of phosphorus, are worthy of special 
notice. The element is thoroughly diffused and 
subdivided, yet perfectly protected from oxida- 
tion. 

A. T. Go8horn, Director General. 
[Attest.] F. R. Hawley, President 

F. L. Campbell, [seal.] 



U. 8. Signal Service.— At Fort Whipple, 
Virginia, the Government has established a 
school ot instruction for those who are to engage 
in the Signal Service. The parties in attendance 
are mostly connected with the army, and are 
taught military signaling, telegraphy and meteor- 
ological science. There are now in the United 
States 171 Stations for making and reporting ob- 
servations. There are also, several stations in 
the West Indies, and in British America. 

Tne ''synopsis of Probabilities," which is made 
at the Central Station in Washington, which, in 
the newspapers, have received the wubriquet of 
"Old Probs," has, by its constantly increasing ac- 
curacy, secured the confidence ot the people, and 
led to the hope that almost absolute certainty in 
weather predictions will ultimately be attained. 



In 1872 the percentage of verifications was 76.8 
« 1878 u " " 77.6 

c« « « 84.4 

« « 87.4 

" " 88.8 



cc 

it 



" 1874 

" 1875 

44 1876 

While these observations were orignally insti- 
tuted tor the benefit of commerce and agriculture, 
it is evident, when we consider the susceptibility 
of the human system to meterological conditions, 
that they well deserve the attention of medical 
men, and should be studied with reference to their 
bearing upon health and disease. W . 

book"notices. 

Transactions of the American Medical Associa- 
tion. Prize essay. Supplement to volume 27, 
1876. (Phil. Collins, Printer, 705 Jayne street. 
This is a large volume ot over 600 pages, con- 
stituting the prize essay of H. Culbertson, M. D. 
professor of Opthalmology in the Columbus Medi- 
cal College, etc. Contains tabular statements of 
operations for exceaion of the larger joints of the 
extremities, with illustrations, etc. The work is 
valuable, and evinces great labor, skill and dili- 
gence on the part of the writer. 

Wood's Physicians' .Vade Mecum, and Visiting 
List, arranged and prepared by H. C. Wood, 
M. D., Professor of Materia Medica, etc, in the 
University of Pennsylvania, etc 
As a memorandum book and visiting list, this 

is among the best that has ever been prepared in 

this or any other country. J. B. Lippincott cs 

Co., Philadelphia, Publishers. 

Personal Appearance and the Culture of Beauty, 
with hints as to Character, by T. S. 8ozinskey, 
M. D., Ph. D., Philadelphia. Allen, Lane & 
Scott, 288 South Fifth Street. 
This a neat and pretty little volume of 187 
pages, on a subject of considerable interest to the 
general as well as the professionalreader. 

New Pessaries, by B. 0. Gehrung, M. D., St 
Louis, Mo. A pamphlet describing, with il- 
lustrations, a new Pessary for Aotiflexion. A 
modified Retroversion Pessary, and a new Re- 
troflexion Pessary. 
Interesting, instructive and practical. 
The Columbia Hosnital add Lying-la Asylum. 
A Government Institution. Its past and pres- 
ent management. By acilzea of Wasbiogton, 
D.C. 
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THE DUTY OF THE DOCTOR TO 

THE DYING. 



«1 



BT A YIBGIHIA PRACTITIONER. 



ft* 






A recent death- bed scene has 
awakened inquiries in my mind as to 
the duties and responsibilities of physi- 
cians to the dying, which have impress- 
ed me with a sense of obligation never 
before so profoundly appreciated. A 
brief allusion to the circumstances 
which aroused these reflections, may 
not be amiss. 

Mrs. , a highly respectable and 

intelligent lady, the wife of a fond hus- 
band, and the mother of four young and 
lovely children, was sinking under the 
wasting effects of pulmonary consump- 
tion. A judicious course of treatment 
had arrested the progress of the disease, 
and for twelve months given bright 
hopes of entire recovery. The hectic 
had ceased — tubercles no longer were 
discharged in the expectoration — 
flesh and vigor had returned, and 
she presided with efficiency over her 
household affairs. The cares of an 
infant, seven or eight months old — sudr 
den domestic trouble — a violent catarrh, 
all came upon her in the first relaxing 
qours of summer, and rapid degenera- 



tion of tuberculous masses ensued, and 
she withered almost as fast as the new- 
mown hay. The final scene rapidly 
approached, and the night before its 
close, the rapid degeneration of and 
discharge of tuberculous abscesses so 
obstructed the bronchia that for an hour 
or more every respiration seemed as 
though it were the last she could make. 
Ammonia, alcohol, change of position, 
exciting inhalations sustained her until 
the abscess was emptied, and she had a 
respite. 

After a few moments of repose, her 
mind seemed to seize upon the startling 
premonitions of her situation, and she 
realized, for the first time, that death 
was marching with stately steps into the 
citadel of life, and would soon reign su- 
premely over all her vital powers, unless 
his progress could speedily be stayed by 
some giant hand. Then transpired a 
scene which beggars description. The 
most earnest and searching questions as 
to her true condition were propounded 
to her physician. No evasion or pre- 
varication would be brooked for an in- 
stant. Am I dying ? How long can I 
live? Shall I be required to pass 
through such an agony again before I 
go? Did my husband and dear little 
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ones see my struggles ? Will you pray 
God to give me grace to meet the next 
onset of the monster? Let me give 
my husband my parting counsel, and 
final adieu. Bring my children, that I 
may embrace and kiss them a final fare- 
well. Tell me, Doctor, of the promises 
and consolations of the Bible. Let me 
have something to avert the awful suf- 
ferings and agonies through which I 
have passed. Tell me plainly, must I 
die to-night ? etc., etc. 

These incidents occupied several 
hours. Falling into a sweet slumber, 
she rested for an hour or more, to be 
aroused by premonitions of another 
paroxysm of suffocation. She took in 
the situation at once, and manifested 
unusual agitation and alarm. 

" Oh, Doctor! spare me such a trial. 
I am not afraid to die. I know in 
whom I have believed ; but to suffocate ! 
Oh! can't you give me something to 
prevent it ?" 

The doctor was using every means in 
his power to meet the exigencies of the 
case, but all in vain. As though an ab- 
scess had ruptured in every bronchial 
tube, both lungs were soon filled with 
viscid and tenacious mucous and pus, 
and the rushing and cracking sound of 
the air, as it broke through this obstruc- 
tion, could be heard far out in the yard. 
Change of position, inhalations, frictions, 
etc., etc., availed nothing, and nothing 
could be swallowed. This terriblq, aw- 
ful struggle lasted for an hour, when, 
by a mighty effort, she exclaimed : 

"Oh, Doctor ! cut my throat and let 
me die." 

When assured that all was being done 
that could be, despair brooded over her 
features,- and her eyes became fixed ; 
her face livid ; her body wet with cold 
sweat, and it was hoped the end was at 
hand. But another hour of death- 
struggle passed, when again she roused 
up, and begged that "something should 
be given to stay her torture or end her 
life, for she was not afraid to die." By 
a spasmodic effort, she imbibed a little 
ammonia and brandy, fell upon her pil- 
low, and breathed no more. 



To one who has himself experienced 
the consolations of religion in extremis — 
who has often rehearsed the promises 
and precepts of the gospel to the dying 
Christian — it were a work of supererro- 
gation to point out his duty in such an 
emergency as the above, when his du 
ties are confined alone to the spiritual 
aspect of the case. But whether Christ- 
ian or infidel, what to do to meet the 
emergencies of the physical condition, 
is the great problem for solution. 

There is a case in which recovery, or 
even temporary relief, cannot reasonably 
be hoped for. Death is on his swift 
march to a final possession of the cita- 
del of life, and the vital powers are 
making a most desperate and agonizing 
struggle to maintain their hold. The 
suffering is of such extreme character 
as to make excrutiating pain a most 
welcome exchange. The person has 
made preparation for her exit from time, 
and the rendition of her final account- 
She has disposed of her worldly effects, 
given her parting counsel to her chil- 
dren, bidden adieu to her friends, and 
was willing and anxious to depart. Her 
struggles are such that friends and at- 
tendants close their eyes, or avert their 
faces, while one who had witnessed 
many a death-bed scene fainted while 
she strove in vain to afford relief. The 
struggle goes on, despite all efforts to 
arrest it, and it culminates in such tortur- 
ing agony as to extort the cry, " Oh, 
Doctor, cut my throat and let me die !" 
What should be done ? Nothing could 
be swallowed. Camphor, amnion a, al- 
cohol, cologne, etc. , were given by inha- 
lation; doors and windows were all open- 
ed ; the room cleared of needless attend- 
ants; the air agitated with fans; stimula- 
ting frictions used ; position frequently 
changed, and all to no purpose. Would 
it be proper to administer one or two 
inspirations of chloroform, under the 
circumstances ? One or two inspirations 
would assuredly have put an end to the 
struggle, and closed the painful scene. 
But would it have been legitimate? 
Nothing short of some agency which 
would have overpowered the vital ener- 
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gies and produced a state of unconscious- 
ness, would have met the requirements, 
and to have done this would have arrest- 
ed the struggle as well as the life-tide. 

Under the circumstances, the attend- 
ing physician did nothing to accomplish 
these ends, and the result was that the 
terrible torture was prolonged for hours. 
Should the same course be pursued un- 
der like circumstances ? The more the 
writer contemplates that scene, the more 
bewildered he becomes, as he attempts 
to decide what he would do should he 
be subjected to a similar trial. How 
could he resist the appeal for relief, 
though relief and death are synonymous 
terms ? Would he not reproach him- 
self if the former were secured at the 
sacrifice of only an hour's Iking death ? 
Were he to act under the golden rule, 
to "Do unto others as you would that 
others should do unto you/' he would 
not hesitate to stop the agonizing tor- 
ture, even at the expense of the few re- 
maining hours of life. But would even 
this compensate the mental conflict 
which a conviction of certainly shorten- 
ing one's existence would produce ? 
How often is it the case, that the sur- 
geon, convinced that a tumor unremov- 
ed must certainly result in death within 
a year or two, and that an operation 
may be successful or immediately fatal, 
proceeds, at the instance of the patient, 
to operate, and is arrested in his work 
by the advent of death ? When it is 
evident a patient must die in a few hours, 
and she is suffering tortures more ago- 
nizing than death, why may not the doc- 
tor administer relief, though death is the 
inevitable result ? I say inevitable, be- 
cause it would so be. in all human prob- 
ability. I am sure this is a question de- 
manding a serious consideration, which 
it is hoped your contributors may give it. 



CONTINUED MENSTRUATION 
DURING PREGNANCY. 



BT O. X. XSWTOK , X. D., OIKOIUKATI, 01 

This condition can and does occur, 
but in very rare instances — so rare that 



one may practice for many years with- 
out having a case. In my practice I 
can recall to mind only two cases. 

Attention will first be drawn to the 
fact that your patient is increasing in 
size, and apprehensive that she might 
be the subject of dropsy, it being sup* 
posed that so long as a woman menstru- 
ates, she cannot be pregnant. 

If such a case should be presented to 
you, let the patient lie prone upon a bed 
or couch, with her person protected. Put 
your ear to the wall of the abdomen, 
and, tap with your fingers on the oppo- 
site side. If you hear gurgling, or the 
noise of water, and the anterior wall 
can be easily pressed back, and it being 
also soft, you have probably all the evi- 
dence that is necessary to satisfy you. 
But if you find no symptoms of this 
kind, and find the walls Arm, the form 
full and symmetrical, and resistance be 
present, you will be justified in the coi>- 
elusion that, notwithstanding she men- 
struates regularly, she is pregnant. To 
be more sure, if agreeable to the pa- 
tient, allow her to stand up, placing one 
foot upon an elevation to raise it higher 
than the other ; pass your right finger 
in the vagina until it reaches the ot 
tincae ; press the womb as high as you 
can, and allow it to again recede upon 
the finger. By this means you may de- 
termine if it be larger and heavier than 
an unimpregnated womb would be. Yon 
cannot, with the other usual symptoms 
of discrimination furnished, make any 
mistake as to the condition and indica- 
tions. Such other symptoms are : Iiv- 
crease in size of the mammary glands; 
increased darkness of the areola ; nausea 
in the morning ; longing for, or antipa- 
thy to, any kind of food; change of 
temper, etc. — all of these symptoms are 
probably in cases of pregnancy, thougk 
all are not invariably found. But the 
absence of water, and the increased size 
and weight of the womb are too plain* 
usually, to allow you to make any mis- 
take. Having made up your mind as 
near as you can, it is well still to protect 
yourself by saying : Pregnancy is at 
most certain, but it might be otherwise; 
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and your duty is to be careful with your 
final opinion until the period of quick- 
ening has taken place, four to four 
and a half months after conception. If 
the patient does prove pregnant, your 
duty is to guard against all means cal- 
culated to produce miscarriage or pre- 
mature labor, by general hygienic means 
as regards diet, exercise and the general 
strength of* the patient, etc. This is all 
that is required. 

You cannot prevent it, as it is a natu- 
ral peculiarity of the patient. So inform 
her friends, but by all means make them 
understand that she is not the subject 
of dropsy, and give them the full rea- 
sons for knowing it ; for if you do not 
fully and intelligibly convince them, 
they will surely leave you and seek other 
medical advice. 



FUMIGATION IN SYPHILIS. 

Prof. D. VV. Yandell, University of 
Louisville, in a clinical lecture, thus de 
scribes his method of using the mercurial 
vapor bath : 

I show you a sketch of the chair,stand, 
and gas 
bur ners 
we have 
used for 
many 
years 
past. A 
less ex- 
pensive , 
t h o ugh 
tt is also 
a much 
less du- 
r a b 1 e 
heater than this, is that which I hold in 
my hands. The burning fluid in this is 
a 1 cohol. 
It con- 
sists, you 
will ob- 
serve ,of a 
sheet- 
i r o i 
stand, 
wh i c h 




contains two lamps and two dishes, one 
capable , of containing a pint of water, 
the other, which is quite shallow, being 
intended for the mercury. 

A very con- 
venient appa- 
ratus is that of 
my friend, Dr. 
Frank Maury, 
of Philadel- 
phia, which is 
intended, as 
you will re- 
mark, for gas, 
but to which 
alcohol lamps 
may also be 
adapted. 

1 next show you the cloak, made in 
this instance of canton flannel, and sup- 



ported and made to stand away from 
the body of the patient by four hoops. 
It fastens, reticule-fashion, well around 
the neck, and has, you will see, a slit 
in front through which, when it is de- 
sired, some of the vapor may be allowed 
to escape. The chair, the cloak, the 
lamp, the pans, thus constitute the ap- 
paratus. 

But there is yet a cheaper and still a 
simpler rig than this, consisting of a 
large blanket, a hot brick, and a buck* 
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of boiling water. The blanket must 
have a slit in the center, and be slipped 
over the head, Mexican fashion. The 
brick should be hot enough to vaporize 
the calomel. The water in the bucket 
should be boiling, that it may furnish 
the needed steam. 

I have seen this homely apparatus 
accomplish many brilliant cures. Then 
it is found at hand iy every family, occu- 
pies no space, excites no inquiry among 
other members of a household, and, bet- 
ter, than all, may be used by the pa- 
tient himself without assistance. Among 
the humbler classes, and especially where 
secrecy is imperative, you will find this 
means of fumigation to serve you a 
really excellent purpose. 

And now a word as to the way in 
which the bath is given. See to it that 
the room in which you intend to work 
is well warmed. Nothing, I think, in 
the whole process will reward you bet- 
ter than attention to this very point. 
Pour, in the summer season, half a pint 
of water into the pan ; in the winter let 
it be a pint. Bring this to a boil. Put 
on the plate twenty to forty or sixty 
grains of calomel. Have your patient 
strip, seat himself in the chair, and cover 
with the wrap. Draw it well up about 
his neck, and have it come down full to 
the floor. In a few minutes the steam 
from the water will produce a pleasant 
sense of warmth and moisture. Now 
light the burner under the calomel. So 
arrange the flame that it will require 
fifteen to twenty minutes to consume 
the mercury. Should the heat at any 
time grow excessive, lower the jet under 
the water, or extinguish it altogether. 
About every five minutes open the slit in 
the wrap at the patient's throat, and have 
him breathe the vapors for a minute or so. 
If this produces coughing, stop it : the 
calomel is probably volatilized too rap- 
idly, or is not as pure as it should be. 
At the end of fifteen or twenty minutes 
shut off the light under the water. If 
the calomel be vaporized, which it usu- 
ally is in this time, stop that jet also; 
otherwise wait a few moments. The 
detention will not be for long, when you 



may put out the light, and, after giving 
the patient time to cool, have him re- 
move the wrap, and* in ordinary cases, 
dress himself. Should you desire to 
bring him under the dominion of the 
mercury with the least loss of time, have 
him, instead, put on a long canton flan- 
nel or woolen shirt and get into bed; 
apd when there give him a tumblerful of 
compound decoction of guiacum or sar- 
saparilla, and give it hot ; and thus you 
will prolong the action of his skin which 
the bath has started. 

At another time I may tell you of 
these and other allies which, in need, 
you may summon to your aid. For the 
present, however, you • must content 
yourselves with a lesson in the mere 
mechanical part of the work, volatized. 

And though I have dwelt upon this 
at such length, I must still add that you 
will not always be able to give the baths 
just in the manner I have described. 
Your own knowledge of disease will 
teach you this. Circumstances alter 
cases in our business as much as they 
do in other callings ; and there is a long 
bill of exceptions to the general rules I 
have been endeavoring to lay down for 
your guidance. Among them I may 
mention that your patient will sometimes 
grow faint, and hurry you to shutting 
off the heat. Sometimes, again, he will 
be slow to sweat, and you will have to 
raise your fires. Again, he will be so 
ready to perspire — to run all away to 
sweat — that you will be forced to use 
but a few spoonsful of water, and but 
barely enough heat under the mercury 
to vaporize it. At another time he will, 
through some carelessness of yours, or 
of his, get more of the fumes of the 
calomel than either his bronchi or his 
stomach will bear, and he will have a 
coughing spell, or a nausea, which will 
oblige you to suspend operations. In 
yet another instance, he may be so ex- 
hausted by disease as to make a full bath 
quite beyond his strength, and here you 
will have to touch the heat, and the 
water, and the mercury, all very lightly. 

Tnese matters, which are so impor- 
tant in themselves, and which will influ- 
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ence in so large a degree both the sat- 
isfaction and the success with which you 
will use the baths, I can now only hint 
at. Had I time to multiply details, even 
to wearying you, the ultimate fact would 
still remain, that, in giving the baths, 
you should be constantly on the alert 
lest, on the one hand, you oppress the 
patient, or on the other allow the ene- 
my which you are assailing to check 
your advance. 

Mr. Parker employed from a pint to 
a quart of water at a bath, while Mr. 
Lee thinks an ounce sufficient Mr. 
Parker employed two lamps ; Mr. Lee 
employed but one. For my part, I am 
quite clear that the amount of steam 
and the volatilization of the mercury can 
be somewhat better regulated with two 
burners than with one ; hence you see 
me use two. 

In the last years of Mr. Parker's life 
he practically abandoned all other pre- 
parations of mercury for the bisulphu- 
ret, and for calomel, and employed them 
either alone or together. Mr. Lee, 
who was the first to use calomel in this 
way, remains true to his early prefer- 
ence, and has never, I think, employed 
anything else. Calomel is, as you see, 
also my stand-by; I prefer it to any 
other preparation. In a few rare and 
excessively rebellious cases of syphilis, 
assailing especially the skin and cellular 
tissue, I have thought I got better re- 
sults by putting the bisulphuret and 
calomel together — in the proportion of 
one drachm of the former to half a 
drachm of the latter — than I did from 
either preparation used singly. Mr. 
Parker believed that the bisulphuret 
possessed a special power over the rupial 
form of syphilis, and I confess to sharing 
this belief with that lamented surgeon. 

But whichever preparation you select, 
take the trouble to test its purity. Re- 
member my first experience with the 
bisulphuret. And in the matter of calo- 
mel, too, though it may be of the best 
brand, you can render its fumes still less 
irritating to the air passages by resub- 
liming and then washing it. You will 
hear, in another room, how these pro- 



cesses rid the calomel of its free hydro- 
chloric acid, the vapors of which vex 
the lungs not only of him who takes, 
but also of him who gives, the bath. I 
myself can not breathe the fumes of 
other than the purest calomel without 
being almost suffocated by cough, and 
made exceedingly wretched generally. 

Mr. Lee thinks it of so much import- 
ance to have the contact of the calomel 
with the surface of the body maintained 
for a considerable period of time, that 
he lays exceeding stress on the patient, 
after the bath, getting into bed with the 
cloak or wrap on, and using it as a night 
dress. Mr. Parker, on the contrary, 
attached no weight to this view, but 
directed his patients to be rubbed dry 
on leaving the bath. 

Now, both these surgeons have re- 
corded exceptional success in the man- 
agement of syphilis, though they have 
obtained it by methods which differ no 
little in what would seem to be quite 
important particulars. This I think 
should teach you that the essence of 
the treatment fortunately lies deeper 
than the mere externals by which it is 
achieved. And it should also convince 
you that the aggregate of morbid actions 
which constitutes syphilis may be 
reached very certainly, and counteracted 
very thoroughly, by the same means 
applied in very different ways. Just, 
for instance, as any of you may get from 
this city to New York by rail on many 
different routes. And you will do so in 
much the same time and way, though 
the agents and friends of rival lines may 
tell you quite another story. When 
you have traveled on them all, as I have 
done, you come to find that each line 
of the road, as each line of treatment, 
has advantages and drawbacks quite 
peculiar to itself. What one route 
saves you in time, it may cost you in 
comfort ; while the comfort afforded by 
a third may be at the expense of your 
safety. 

I am very sure Mr. Parker's method 
is a good one, because he has so de- 
clared it, and I can point to hundreds 
of cases which attest it I am very sure 
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that Mr. Lee's method is a good one, 
because Mr. Lee says so, and I can 
point you to hundreds of cases, all of 
which go to prove it. Yet, after saying 
this, I must add that I follow neither 
method exclusively. To be plain, gen- 
tlemen, it isn't every man with the pock 
who is so situated that, after his bath, 
he can draw this not very picturesque 
drapery about him, and lie upon his 
couch till morning. Most bathers must 
dress and go about their business as 
soon as they are through with their 
sweat. I am convinced, that it is a se- 
rious hindrance to the cure. I wish, 
indeed, that all my syphilitics, and, as 
for the matter of that, all of yours, too 
— when you have them — belonged to 
the richer daises, and could afford the 
time and the money to jump from the 
bath into bed. But such is not the case; 
most must run while they bathe. 

What, then, are you to do under these 
circumstances ? 

Simply this: — Have your man well 
cooled before he is uncovered, and he 
will thus need no special drying. Should 
his surface, however, remain overmoist 
or he fancy a rubbing, let him have it. 
No material harm will come of the little 
operation. It may perhaps, delay in a 
slight degree, the effect of the bath, but 
the cure will none the less go on. The 
mercury may not tell on the disease nor 
on the gums altogether as soon, but it 
will tell just as surely as though the 
patient had gone to bed wrapped in his 
cloak. I do not think I can be mis- 
taken in this. In confirmation of it, 
however, let me add that one of my col- 
leagues, Dr. L. P. Yandell, Jr. — who 
has superintended the administration of 
the baths in several thousand cases — is 
clearly of the opinion that brisk friction, 
after the sweat, made with the coarsest 
towel, and until the skin is all aglow, 
actually promotes the action of the mer- 
cury, and conduces, he thinks, to its 
more rapid absorption by the surface. 

Now, concerning the differences on 
this point — and they are really very 
wide — you must pardon me for saying 
that, in my opinion, they have been 



invested with an importance quite be- 
yond their actual deserts. 

The best time for giving the baths i9 
at night, just before retiring. I am 
positive as to this. When such an hour 
can not be chosen, take that which 
comes midway between meals. And 
whatever eUe you do, never sweat your 
patient on a full stomach. 

And now I have done. But I beg 
you. in conclusion, to avoid the conceit 
of believing that, because you may have 
learned how to give mercurial fumiga- 
tions, you also know how to treat 
syphilis. There is a long list of other 
matters — matters of diet, and of dress, 
and of things far weightier than these — 
which you must master before you can 
be considered fit to undertake the man- 
agement of this many-sided disease. — 
Amer. Prac. 

PLASTER-OF-PARIS BANDAGE. 

Dr. J. McLean, in a paper before the 
Southern Illinois Medical Association, 
remarks of the plaster-of paris bandage: 

"In 1852 it began to assert its su- 
premacy, and now stands at the head of 
the list. 

The advantages of the immovable 
dressing may be summed up as follows: 
Perfect co-aptation to irregularities of 
the limb, and, as a result of this, little 
tendency to displacement of splint ; less 
trouble to the surgeon ; complete fixa- 
tion of fragment ; freedom of patient to 
go on crutches or otherwise ; less irrita- 
tion, less extravastion of blood, less 
swelling; no injurious pressure over 
bony prominences ; less liability of ex- 
coriation; uniform compression giving 
muscular rest, diminishing spasm and 
removing one cause of displacement, 
preventing swelling, and lessening it 
where it exists. Simplicity of materials, 
and cheapness, and extensive range of 
application. The manner of application 
that we will notice consists in the roller 
and blanket splints, used separate or 
combined. Their preparation will be 
detailed as we notice the fractures 
treated. 
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Simple fractures of the tibia, or both 
tibia and fibula, low down, are treated 
in the following manner : Take four or 
five rollers of canton flannel, or common 
flannel, five yards long, and the usual 
width, into which rub freely dry plaster 
of paris, and roll loosely; have the 
limb extended, and the fragments of 
bone replaced. First apply a dry roller 
from the base of the toes to the knee, 
then dip the plastered roller in warm 
water for four or five minutes, squeeze 
out the superfluous water, and apply in 
the same manner and extent as the dry 
roller; four or five rollers thus applied 
are sufficient; extension should be 
maintained until the dressing becomes 
firm. Fractures of the bones high up 
should be treated as above described, 
except the dressing should be extended 
to the middle of the thigh. 

In compound fractures a trap should 
be cut in the dressing before it becomes 
firm, large enougn to expose the entire 
wound, through which it can be inspec- 
ted, dressed and discharges allowed to 
escape. To prevent a soaking up of 
any discharge by the dressing, the edge 
around the wound should be varnished 
with gum shellac and alcohol (one 
ounce to one pint), which gives it a 
water-proof finish. When the dressing 
becomes too slack it may be cut through 

te middle and tightened by a bandage, 
or removed entire, and a new dressing 
applied. 

FRACTURES OF THE SHAFT OF THE FEMUR. 

Perhaps in no other fractures has the 
plaster of paris proved more efficient 
than in these of the femur. A descrip- 
tion of the method of application 
as practiced in Bellevue Hospital, 
and described by Samuel B. St. John, 
M. D. : A table must be obtained, 
and an upright bar about one inch 
in diameter secured to the middle 
of one end, so as to rise about two feet 
above the top of the table. In private 

Eractice I have used with entire satis* 
ictiori a wooden bar, one and a half 
inches in diameter, put through a hole 
bored in the end of a common kitchen 






table, and lashed to the braces below. 
This upright should be thinly padded, 
and covered evenly with a roller band- 
age. If the padding is too thick it will 
be in the way ; if too thin, the bar may 
excoriate or cause undue pressure. The 
patient is to be placed upon the table 
with the - nates well down towards the 
edge, and the upright projecting between 
the thighs, so that the perineum rests 
tightly against it. My practice has 
been to place another table in a line 
with the first, and abutting against it, to 
support the legs of the patient, and to 
afford a point from which to make ex- 
tension. The provision for extension 
may be made in one of two ways — by 
traction upon a so-called Butt's exten- 
sion apparatus, or adhesive plaster, which 
should be with a very strong but narrow 
loop from malleolus to malleolus; or, 
what is preferable, by a clove hitch 
around a stout plaster splint put on the 
day previous, from the toes to the knee. 
A blanket previously spread upon the 
table should then be cut, and drawn 
around the injured thigh so as to form 
a neat covering, and a strip eight inches 
wide should be extended around the 
pelvis; this should be drawn smooth, 
and stretched around the limb. A strip 
of blanket, one foot wide and four feet 
long (the relay) folded upon itself twice, 
so as to make a strip three inches wide, 
should be placed with its center resting 
against the perineum, and the ends 
brought obliquely upwards and outward, 
the interior passing over the crest of 
the illium, and the posterior over and 
above the tuberosity of the ischium. 
While the blanket is being adjusted, the 
patient should be etherized, and as soon 
as fully relaxed, extension should be 
made, the scrotum (in the case of a 
man) having been carefully drawn up 
and toward the sound side. The up- 
right bar should be made to bear a little 
to one side of the median to avoid in- 
jury to the urethra, and especial care 
must be taken that the blanket strip, 
called the relay, should rest symmetri- 
cally in the flexure of the thigh ' and 
perineum, so as to present a groove 
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along its center in which the upper 
edge of the inner side of the upright 
may rest. Extension is to be made by 
compound pulleys until the leg is by 
actual measurement as long as its fellow. 
If the lower part of the splint has been 
put on previously, as mentioned above, 
a trap may be cut over the malleolus to 
obtain a point from which to measure. 

Before applying the extension strong- 
ly, however, the pelvis should be raised 
about four inches from the table by 
means of a stout sling passing around 
the upper part of the pelvis, and over a 
stout wooden, bar stretched from the 
top of the upright to a stool about two 
and a hal t feet high, placed upon the 
table above the patient's head. Pillows 
should be placed under the head and 
shoulders to elevate them to a line with 
the pelvis. The bandages are now to 
be applied, piecing out the part already 
on, and completing the splint as you 
pass upward. Pains must be taken to 
make a neat splice, and not to allow the 
relay to become displaced. Small 
pieces of blanket soaked in plaster 
"cream" may often be used, with advan- 
tage to strengthen the anter l or and ante- 
rolateral positions of the upper part. 
Felt or paste board may also be used 
for the same purpose, being worked in 
between the layers. About ten banda- 
ges in all will be sufficient, including 
those used in making the lower half. 
After the application is complete, the 
patient should be lowered to the table, 
but the extension should be kept up 
until the splint is quite hard. The pro- 
jecting ends of the blanket should then 
be cut off, and the perineal edge trim- 
med with oil silk to prevent injury by 
wetting, especially by children. 

Fractures of the radius should be 
dressed as follows : Extend the forearm 
and adjust the fragments, flex the hand 
towards the ulna, and apply first a dry 
roller from the top of the fingers to the 
elbow, then the plaster rollers in the 
same manner ; three are usually suffi- 
cient To prevent compressing the 
fragments towards the ulna, a firm press- 
ure should be made on either side of the 



arm with thin strips of board, until the 
splint hardens. In fractures of both 
bones of the forearm, the dressing 
should be the same as above described, 
except the hand should be on a line 
with the forearm. 

Fractures of the humerus should be 
dressed in the following manner: Cut a 
piece of blanket in the shape of a Phys- 
ic splint, long enough to reach from the 
wrist to the top of the shoulder, and 
stitch firmly around the arm, cutting 
away the superfluous portion at the ax- 
illa; then apply the roller from the 
wrist to the axilla and over the shoulder. 
Three layers of bandage are sufficient. 
When the muscles are powerful, requir- 
ing greater extension than the dressing 
affords, a height attached at the elbow, 
as advised by the late Professor Clark, 
of St. Louis, will serve the purppse 
well. In fractures of the ribs the plaster 
of paris has proved very efficient. The 
bandages should be applied very firmly, 
so as to prevent motion of the ribs 
during respiration. 

Fractures of the clavicle may be 
treated with the plaster-of paris bandage, 
applied in the same manner as that re- 
commended in the use of the adhesive 
plaster. In this connection I wish to 
record my experience in treating three 
cases of the fracture of the clavicle by 
simple method, which consists in tieing 
the hand of the affected side securely 
behind the patient, in this manner: 
Take a bandage four yards long, secure 
one end to the wrist and draw the hand 
behind the back, palm outwards, fore- 
arm obliquely upwards toward the 
sound shoulder; pass the bandage 
around the body and over the hand, 
where it should be stitched; from thence 
over the sound shoulder and down In 
front to the bandage, where it should be 
stitched and passed around the body 
again, and over the hand, stitching at 
each point where it crosses. For the 
first twenty-four hours the patient will 
complain of the confined hand, but after 
that there is comparative comfort. In 
all three cases (children under twelve 
years old) the bone united without any 
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lapping or drooping of the shoulder. 

It will be necessary to notice briefly 
at what time a fracture should be dressed 
with the immovable apparatus. Simple 
fractures, where there is no great 
amount of contusion of the soft parts, 
and no danger of sloughing, should be 
dressed at once ; but in compound frac- 
tures, where there is danger of slough- 
ing, a provisional dressing should be 
applied, and among the best, if not the 
best, is the old-fashioned fracture box 
and bran dressing, which should be re- 
placed by the immovable dressing as 
soon as the limb is in condition to do so. 

A few statistics will be appropriate as 
to the time of union. In 142 cases 
taken from the Bellevue Hospital re- 
cords, 121 cases were treated at the be- 
ginning with immovable dressing, aver- 
age time of union 38£ days ; 68 cases 
treated with fracture box or other loose 
splint from one to two weeks, average 
time of union 47 days ; and 50 cases of 
fracture of the femur, taken from the 
same records, the average shortening in 
all 50 crises was J inch — the average 
shortening before treatment 1£ inch; 
35 were patients who went about on 
crutches, average shortening ± inch. 
The average time of union in all 50 
cases, to time of leaving off splint, 44 
days. — Monthly Journal Southern Illinois 
Medical Association. 



NOTES ON HOSPITAL PRACTICE. 

ULCER OP THE STOMACH. 

Nitrate of silver, in the form of pills, 
should be given in full doses half an 
hour before meals. If there be pain, 
opium, hydrocyanic acid, and chloroform 
may be administered. An exclusive 
milk diet is the best. All solid food 
must be avoided. At the time of hem- 
orrhage, absolute rest must be insisted 
upon ; pieces of cracked ice should be 
swallowed. Monsel's solution, tannic 
or gallic acid, should be given internal- 
ly; morphia may be administered by 
the mouth, and ergotin hypodermically, 
and all food given by enemata for the 
time. 



lumbago. 

Manipulation must be applied to the 
lumbar region of the spine, so as to re- 
store mobility. To subdue the painful 
condition of the muscle, injections of 
one-eightieth of a grain of atropia, and 
one-eighth of a grain of morphia, well 
diluted, should be made well into the 
body of the muscle. Great care must 
always be had in the administration of 
morphia and atropia to nursing women, 
as belladonna is the most powerful anti- 
galactagogue known, and too large 
doses of morphia not rarely affect the 
child through its milk. The local appli- 
cation of blisters, iodine and croton oil, 
together with the internal administration 
of iodide of potassium, often does good. 

INCIPIENT PHTHISIS. 

Among the most important hygienic 
measures are good food, healthful out- 
door exercise, which will expand the 
chest, and an equable climate, such as 
may be found in the south of California, 
New Mexico, or the southern and west- 
ern slopes of Colorado. Sea voyages, 
such as a cruise to some tropical ocean, 
and not sailing about in an inclement 
climate, as many consider the term to 
mean, are most plainly beneficial. If 
these ways of regaining lost health be 
out of the question, and the patient be 
compelled to stay at home, inhalation of 
compressed air may be tried with suc- 
cess. Counter-irritation may be applied 
over the seat of disease, and cod-liver 
oil, the syrup of the iodide of iron, ar- 
senic, and the hypoposphites of lime, 
soda and iron administered internally. 

IDIOPATHIC EPILEPSY. 

As a general rule of treatment in ep- 
ilepsy, all the existing causes of an 
attack, such as mental excitement, over- 
eating, indigestible articles * of diet, 
should be avoided. As concerns med- 
icinal agents, the bromides are of 
especial value as controlling remedies. 
The initial dose should be twenty to 
sixty grains, thrice daily, the dose to be 
increased in size until either the parox- 
ysms stop, or bromism is produced. 
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TETANUS. 

Systematic feeding of patients with 
liquid and strengthening food at short 
intervals has been employed with very 
good results. The food must be given 
at intervals of every two or three hours, 
and should consist mainly of milk, with 
a small quantity of alcohol. In seveie 
cases all solid food must be avoided. 
As for medicines, the patient must be 
brought well under the influence of the 
bromide of potassium by an initial dose 
of two drachms to half an ounce, to be 
followed by half a drachm to a drachm 
every three or four hours. To force 
sleep at night, give at bedtime thirty 
grains of chloral, with some opium. 
Chloral also may be used, when neces- 
sary, in daytime. Nitrite of amyl and 
chloroform should not be used steadily, 
but may be employed from time to time 
to stop violent spasms. If brotmsm be 
produced, chloral and opium should be 
relied on, or cannabis indica may be 
substituted for the bromides. Where 
there is much cerebral congestion, a 
blister is put on the nape of the neck. 

TUBERCULAR LARYNGITIS. 

The local application of pure nitric 
acid, or of strong solutions of nitrate of 
silver, is of great value. For the oedema 
astringent solutions, such as the sul- 
phate of zinc, copper or alum may be 
recommended. Gargles and inhalations 
can be used for the cough. The follow- 
ing formula will be found of value : 

R. Tinct. benzoin! comp., fl. dr. ty ; 
Glycerin®, fl.os.se; 
Aqo* q. 8. ad fl. os. It. . M. 
Big. — To be used as a gargle. 

Inhalations of steam, vapor of hops, 
or conium, are sometimes successful as 
palliatives. Counter-irritation may be 
applied externally to the larynx in the 
shape of small blisters. To relieve the 
sense of fulness, lozenges of krameria, 
haematoxylon, or tannic acid are pre- 
scribed. In desperate cases, tracheoto- 
my must be performed [see Gleanings^ 
p. 23], and a metal tube worn, thus 
putting the much-irritated larynx at rest. 

CHRONIC INFLAMMATION OF BOWELS. 

Individual symptoms must., be borne 



in mind. Alcohol, green vegetables, 
fruits and meats, must be refrained from. 
Buttermilk, beef juice, milk with lime- 
water, and light farinaceous foods are 
the safest articles of diet. The clothing 
should be amply sufficient, and all ex- 
cessive exposure avoided. Among 
medicines the proper mode of treat- 
ment is that by nitrate of silver in pill 
form, one-third of a grain from one to 
two hours after meals. The treatment 
must be long persevered in to effect a 
permanent cure. 

CATARRHAL JAUNDICE. - 

In the treatment of this complaint, 
early efforts must be directed to the al- 
laying of the irritation of the mucous 
membrane of the stomach and duoden- 
um. Do not .begin by acting on the 
liver with cholagogues and mineral 
acids. All exposure must be avoided. 
A tumblerful of some one of the alka- 
line mineral waters should be taken 
twice daily, and nitrate of silver, with 
small doses of the extract of belladonna, 
given in pill form. Belladonna prevents 
spasmodic irritation of the ducts. 
Where there is much local irritation, 
.blisters may be applied over the gall- 
duct and gall-bladder. After irritation 
has subsided, mercurials or mineral acids 
come into play. 

SACCHARINE DIABETES. 

The diet must be modified by the ex- 
clusion of all sugar; and starchy ele- 
ments of food. The most valuable 
drug is opium, used in large doses for a 
long time. Ten grains may be given 
daily without producing the slightest 
drowsiness. Under this treatment the 
amount of urin passed daily will greatly 
diminish, and the proportion of sugar 
gradually grow less. 

CHRONIC ARTICULAR RHEUMATISM. 

The most successful mode of treat- 
ment has been by manipulation of the 
anchylosed joints, and counter-irritation 
applied to the nerve-trunk higher up 
the leg. The continued current with 
the positive pole placed over the point 
of tenderness, and the negative pole 
higher up the nerve, may also be em* 
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ployed. When the foot is affected, a 
shoe should be constructed which shall 
take the strain off the painful joint, and 
throw the weight of the body on the 
outside of the foot (this for rheumatism 
of the joints of the foot, of course). 
Where there is a decided rheumatic di- 
athesis, the persistent use of the follow- 
ing prescription is followed by advanta- 
geous effects : 

R. Pulv. guaiaol resin., gr. x ; 
Potass, iodidi, gr. x ; 
Tinct colchici semen , fl. dr. as ; 
Aq. Cinnamnmi, 
Byrupi, aa q. s. so fl. ee* i. M. 

Sig.— A desertspoonful to a Ufcleepoonful 
thrice daily. 

ADENITIS 

Is treated by continued injections of 
dilute ergotin in the substance of the 
inflamed gland. 

ACUTE GASTRO-HEPATIC CATARRH. 

In these cas^s, if a malarial nature 
be suspected, it is well to begin with 
full doses of quinia. If, however, the 
gastro-hepatic symptoms are prominent, 
the quinine treatment should be post- 
poned for twenty-four hours, and from 
five to ten grains of blue mass given, 
followed by a saline. Then, when the - 
liver and stomach have been well acted 
upon, quinia should be given by the 
rectum, so as to avoid gastric irritation. 
Four suppositories, of five grains each, 
should be given at intervals of from 
two to three hours. The diet should be 
restricted, and febrifuges and subacids 
given, and the skfa sponged with cold 
water if the fever be severe. 

TYPHOID FEVER. 

Beginning with the second week of 
the disease, when the abdominal symp- 
toms have fully set in, one-quarter of a 
grain of nitrate of silver, and from one- 
sixth to one-half of a grain of the 
watery extract of opium, with one- 
twelfth of a grain of belladonna, are 
exhibited in pill form, three times a 
day, after meals. Very little stimulus 
is used. Mild and beef tea are the only 
articles proper of food allowed. Quinia 
is given with other tonics. Fever is 
reduced by frequent spongings of title 



entire body with cool water. When 
the high: fever resists sponging, cool 
baths are employed. — Medical 



ABSTRACTS ASS C&SASIHaS. 



» ■■■ » — ^»-»»-i^p» 



Case of Empyema Following Pkku- 
monia— Early Aspiration— Recovery. 
The woman was admitted to the Belle- 
vue Hospital in June, 1875, and had a 
certain amount of pus removed from 
the right pleural cavity. She kit the 
hospital before recovery was complete, 
got married, and upon her return for ex* 
amination exhibited a fine-looking boy 
about one year old. As fer as her 
countenance indicated, she was in per- 
fect health. 

The history df this case during her 
stay in the hospital in 1675 was as fol- 
lows : 

She was 22 years of age, temperate, 
and gave no evidence of specific disease* 
Her mother died of cancer ; otherwise 
her family history was good. One 
morning in June*, 1876, she was seised 
with a chitl which lasted tor several 
hours, followed by fever and pain be- 
neath the right breast of a severe, lan- 
cinating character, which continued 
throughout the night of the same day 
and up to the time of her admission to. 
the hospital on the 22d of June — two 
days after she was attacked. On ad- 
mission, her face was flushed, the pain 
in the side intense, the temperature 150° 
F. ' She was placed fn bed, and a full 
dose of quinine administered* She bad 
the physical sighs of pneumonia at that 
time, such as dulness upon percussion, 
increased vocal ' fremitus, bronchial 
breathing, etc. 

She passed through the pneumonia. 
On the 7th of July there was evidence 
of fluid in the right pleural cavity, and 
on the 20th of July a hypodermic needle 
was introduced and pus obtained. On 
the 23d of July, an aspirator needle 
was introduced, and sixteen drachms of 
pus removed. The expectoration was 
profuse and muco-purulertt, hnt there 
were no evidences *f pneumodiydrotho- 
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rax. On the 28th of July, the patient's 
Friends, not wishihg to have her "stuck 
with the needle," removed her from the 
hospital. At her examination, May, 
1877, she stated that, after her removal 
from the hospital, she expectorated large 
quantities of purulent material, but did 
not have her chest aspirated. In May, 
1877, there was found good resonance 
and good, respiration over the entire 
right side of the chest. The woman 
had not noticed at any time that one 
side of the chest was smaller than the 
other. The case, then, was interesting 
as evidence of the value of early aspira- 
tion with the view of preventing retrac- 
tion of the chest walls. What became 
of the pus which remained in the chest 
after the aspiration, and that which 
formed subsequently, was a question. 
It was thought probable that perforation 
of the lung took place, and that the 
pus was removed by expectoration. — 
N. Y. Medical Record. 



Teeth at Birth — Extraction — 
Hemorrhage — Death. — The Cincinnati 
Dental Register supplies the following 
translation of an article written by Dr. 
Th. David, in the Gazette des Hopiteaux: 

The child at birth was possessed of 
an ordinarily good constitution. Two 
days after it was noticed that the points 
of the two inferior central incisiors were 
visible about the margin of the gums. 
These teeth continued to emerge during 
the following days, and gradually 
loosened until they seemed to be sup- 
ported only by a kind of neck, which 
allowed free movement in every direc- 
tion. As they seemed ready to fall out, 
and troubled the child in nursing, the 
family physician, who was one of the 
masters in the Paris Hospital, believing 
their removal necessary, extracted them 
on the twentieth of January, that is to 
say, three weeks after the birth of the 
child. The operation was soon followed 
by severe hemorrhage, which could only 
be stopped by digital compression, which 
was continued during the whole night. 
The next morning the bleeding, which 
had for a short time subsided, recom- 



menced, and continued the greater part 
of that day. * Napkins were used to 
stanch the blood, which was in quantity 
really alarming. At two o'clock, one 
of our young and able practitioners was 
sent for, who immediately cauterized 
the anterior of the alveoli, from whence 
the blood came, with an olivary cautery 
about the size of a pea. This checked 
the hemorrhage for sorpe hours, when 
it again commenced with the same 
intensity. 

The next day '(the twenty-second) 
cauterization was again resorted to in 
the same manner, and the flow of blood 
was stopped. Five days afterwards, 
however, it recommenced, necessitating 
a third application of the cautery. This 
last, unfortunately, resulted in the com- 
plete destruction of the gum and alveo- 
lar margin in the part corresponding 
to the two incisiors. During this ope- 
ration, several hard and brilliant bodies 
were seen beneath the wound, which 
were none other than the crowns of sev- 
eral permanent teeth in process of for- 
mation. 

Notwithstanding this last application 
of the cautery, the hemorrhage reap- 
peared, and continued until the tenth of 
February, when we were again sent for, 
but the child was then dying. 

Far from us the thought of criticizing 
the practice adopted in this case by our 
honorable confreres. We will, then, 
neither discuss the expediency of ex- 
tracting these loosened teeth, nor the 
means employed in fighting against a 
hemorrhage of such an obstinate char- 
acter. We are of opinion, that in this 
unfortunate affair, the extraction of the 
teeth only anticipated their spontaneous 
elimination, and we accept without re- 
serve the explication arrived at by the 
council of physicians, viz; "That this 
child must be ranged in the category of 
those of Hemorrhagic Diathesis." We 
will add further that this disposition to 
hemorrhage seems to have originated 
in this child, and could not, therefore, 
have been foreseen, inasmuch as the 
parents showed no appearance of it, 
and the child was their first born. 



824 



SOUTHERN MEDICAL RECORD. 



Be this as it may, this case seems to 
us to contain certain lessons, and we 
have believed it our duty to cite it here, 
in treating the question of the preco- 
cious eruption of the temporary teeth, 
and the afflictions with which it may be 
complicated. But before speaking of 
precocious eruptions, we think we ought 
to determine the average time of nor- 
mal eruptions. 

First dentitidn, it is generally believed, 
commences about the sixth month after 
birth. All observers have been unani- 
mous in giving this as the average time 
for the appearance of the first tooth ; it 
is the opinion of Trouseau. But it will 
be seen after numerous researches on 
this subject, that we place the average 
time at the seventh month. Of five 
hundred births which we have observed, 
we have noticed the eruption of the in- 
ferior central incisors at the following 
periods : 

At birth 1 case. At 7th month,105 cases. 

At 1st month 2 " At 8th " 88 " 

At 9th " 

At 10th " 

At 11th 

At 12th 

At 2d year 



At 2nd 
At 3d 
At 4th 
At 5th 
At 6th 



« 



8 

9 

10 

89 

45 



K 
<< 
It 
U 



a 



49 
89 
88 
12 
10 



it 
« 
u 
u 



Total. 



, 600 

— Pacific Med. Jour. 



Successful Removal of a Large 
Fibroid Uterus with Both Ovaries. — 
Mr. Knowsley Thornton relates a case 
in which recovery took place after re- 
moval by gastrotomy of a large fibroid 
uterus with outgrowths, and both ova- 
ries. The patient was 38 years old, 
married, but had never been pregnant. 
The tumor had been first noticed nearly 
three years before. The operation was 
performed on January 10th. In open- 
ing the peritoneum a coil of intestine 
was wounded by the point of the knife, 
but the wound was at once closed by a 
continuous suture of fine silk. The pel- 
vic portion of the tumor could not be 
dislodged until the mass of the tumor 
was drawn out of the incision and used 
as a lever, by being pressed over the 
left iliac crest. This mass was then 
transfixed and ligated with two strong 



strings, and it was then cut off. Room 
was thus gained to get at the broad lig- 
aments, which were transfixed and tied 
with double ligatures. The ovaries were 
then cut away. Finally the cervix was 
transfixed and tied, and the mass above 
it cut away. All the ligatures were cut 
short, and the abdomen was closed. 
The operation, occupied rather more 
than an hour and a half. The ice-water 
cap was used on two occasions in the 
after-treatment, the temperature having 
risen to about 101 degrees. On the 
ninth day some red, offensive serum 
came away per vaginam, and this dis- 
charge continued till the eighteenth day. 
It then ceased, and at the same time 
pain was complained of in the right iliac 
region, and the pulse rose to 124. On 
examination by speculum a small slough 
was found plugging up the external os, 
and on pulling it away a quantity of 
fetid pus escaped. Convalescence then 
progressed favorably, and on the thirty- 
seventh day the patient was able to go 

out. 

Mr. Thornton believes that this is the 

first successful case of removal of the 
uterus and ovaries, in which all the ped- 
icles were tied with silk and left free in 
the peritoneum. He prefers this to the 
extra peritoneal method, thinking that 
it is attended by less danger of septi- 
caema or of hemorrhage, experience 
having shown that the danger of hem- 
orrhage when the clamp or wire sepa- 
rates is by no means small. — Obstetrical 
Journal, June, 1877. 

Fecundation of the Hen's Egg in 
the Oviducts.— Dr. P. Tauber (Naturk. 
Ttdskr.t R. 3, Bd. 10) divides this sub- 
ject into two queries : 

1. How long a time can a hen con- 
tinue to lay fecundated eggs after sepa- 
ration from the cock, and how many 
fecundated eggs can such an isolated 

hen lay? 

In the historical remarks with which 
the author introduces this section, he 
refers to the assertions of Fabricius ab 
Aquapendente, that one fecundation 
suffices for the remainder of the year, 



SOUTHERN MEDICAL RECORD. 



325 



and Coste's doctrine that one fecunda- 
tion is only effective for 5-7 eggs, which 
are laid in from 10-14, at the most 
18 days after the hen's isolation — only 
dark yellow eggs of 16-35 millimetres 
diameter being capable of fecundation. 

The author's investigations yielded 
the result that one treading suffices to 
fecundate 5-7, rarely 8 eggs, and that it 
was generally effective only till the 11th, 
rarely till the 18th day. 

2. Is there in the hen's oviduct any 
particular place which can be rightly 
designated as a seminal receptacle ? 

The author here gives a general view 
of the hen's oviduct, in which, among 
other things, he denies the presence of 
glands. With regard to his especial 
subject, he divides it into the " tube " 
and the " infundibulum." He directs 
especial attention to the structure of the 
last-named portion, especially to a zone 
near the border of the infundibulum, 
which contains numerous excavations; 
these are, in his opinion, the special 
seminal receptacles. He finds that it 
generally takes the semen from 14 to 24 
hours after the treading to arrive at this 
zone* 

In contradistinction to Coste's idea 
that the fecundation occurs in the ovary, 
his investigations show that this proba- 
bly occurs in the infundibulum, and 
that it is highly improbable that it can 
take place in the ovary. Especial at* 
tention is directed to the fact that on 
the rupture of the follicle in the infun- 
dibulum, the semen comes into direct 
contact with the germinal membrane. — 
Nordiskt Med. Arkiv, Bd. 9, Haeft 1. 



Rheumatic Dismknorrhea. — Treat- 
ment during the menstrual week can 
have no effect beyond palliating the suf- 
fering of the patient temporarily. To 
become curative it must be extended 
through the interval, for the purpose of 
so changing the condition of the uterine 
structure and sensibility as to prevent 
the recurrence of the pain at the next 
period. 

In the most common class of cases, 



in which the pain is severe and the flow 
scanty, I have for many years used suc- 
cessfully the following formula: 

R. Tinct. cimicifugffi, dr. ijj 
Tinct. stramonii, dr. ss 
Vin. colchici rad., dr. ss Mix. 

Take one drachm at each meal time 
in water. 

If, by long continuance, or unusual 
susceptibility, the cimicifuga, causes dull 
headache, as is sometimes the case, 
either the dose should be lessened or 
the fluid extract of cypripedium may be 
substituted in its place. In the same 
manner, if the colchicum should cause 
disturbance of the bowels, its quantity 
must be lessened in proportion to the 
other constituents. 

Another prescription with which I 
have succeeded in many instances, espe- 
cially when the pain and soreness ex- 
tended to the region of the ovaries, is 
as follows : 

R Ammonia hydrochlor., dr. lij 
Tinct stramonii, dr. ss 
Tinct ciniicifug® rac, dr. iss 
Syr. glycyrrhizse, dr. il Mix. 

Take one teaspoonful at each meal 
time in a tablespoonful of water. 

In a recent case characterized by ex- 
tremely painful menstruation, accompa- 
nied by severe headache, continuing in 
less degree through the interval between 
the periods, some constipation and 
slight feverishness, I directed the fol- 
lowing prescription : 

R. Acid, salicylic!, oz. iij 
Sodse bicarb, oz. ij 
Tinct. stramonii. oz. iv 
Vin. colchici rad., oz. Iv 
Glycerin© (pura), dr. i 
Aquae, dr. iy Mix. 

Of this the patient took one tea- 
spoonful before each meal time and at 
bedtime, in a little water. After she 
had taken the medicine, with the bath- 
ing and other hygienic regulations pre- 
viously mentioned, a little more than 
three weeks, she menstruated freely, 
and, as she said, " without pain for the 
first time in several years/' — Dr. N. S. 
Davis, Chicago Medical Society. 



m 
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Strabismus. — There are two opera- 
tions for strabismus : the simple tenoto- 
my, and the tenotomy of one, and 
advancement of the opposite muscle. 
The simple tenotomy of the stronger, 
retracted muscle, is a comparatively 
slight operation, and especially since we 
perform it sub-conjunctivally, being 
borne, as a rule, almost without reaction. 
The purpose of severing the muscle 
from its insertion upon the sclerotic, is 
to force it to attach itself further back. 
If immediately after the operation has 
been performed, we have not gained 
the desired effect, we may improve it by 
stitching the eyeball to the opposite 
corner. To judge of the effect we must 
keep in mind that immediately after the 
operation the patient should be able to 
move the margin of the cornea with the 
severed muscle respectively, to the car- 
uncle, or to the outer commissure, accord 
ing to the kind of strabismus which has 
been operated upon. If he can move 
the eye farther, we have not gained all 
that is necessary ; if he cannot move it 
so far, we have done too much, and 
must reduce the effect by a suture, or 
the patient will, later on, squint towards 
the opposite side. This danger of con- 
verting, for instance, a convergent stra- 
bismus into a divergent one, is the reason 
why a conscientious operator never 
should operate on both eyes at one sit- 
ting. If we have not accomplished all 
we want by the operation on one eye, 
we may after some weeks correct the 
other one. Tenotomy is not generally 
so efficient in divergent, as in conver- 
gent squint. Where the simple tenot- 
omy is not effective enough, we must 
resort to the advancement of the oppo- 
site muscle. The idea of this operation 
need not be explained.. 

The same that has been said concern- 
ing convergent and divergent strabismus 
is the rule for the much rarer forms of 
upward and downward strabismus. 
Cases, where the strabismus is caused 
by some other defect of the eye like 
leucoma cataract, apkakia, etc., have 
to be exempted from the foregoing re- 
marks. 



The operation for strabismus is so 
simple, that alone from an esthetic point 
of view, patients should undergo it, 
even if they would not gain more. Yet 
they can gain considerably more, and 
the more, the earlier the operation is 
performed. They may retain good, or 
comparatively good, vision, in an eye 
which without the operation, will get 
more and more useless, often so much 
so, that if the other eye later on is lost 
by accident, the patient is not much 
better than blind. — Canada Lancet. 



Signs by which Phthisis is Recog- 
nized in its Earliest Stages without 
the Aid of Physical Examination of 
the Chest. — ( The Medical Record, Sept. 
1, J 877.) 

1. Retraction of the skin over die 

cheeks. 

2. Cerulean hue of the sclerotic, due 
to anaemia of the conjunctiva. 

3. Atrophy of the lips, of the ears, 
and a thin, pinched appearance of the 
nose. Whenever the skin closely covers 
cartilages, as in the ears and nose, a 
showing through, as it were, of the car- 
tilaginous framework is one of the earli- 
est signs of loss of flesh. 

4. Palor of the cheeks and face as 
compared with each other and with the 
malar surfaces. 

5. Dilatation of the nostril upon the 
affected side. This is the case in all 
pulmonary affections, but especially in 
the earliest stages of phthisis. 

6. The respiration is invariably accel- 
erated, and the disturbance affects expi- 
ration as well as inspiration. In certain 
nervou^ disturbances the respiration is 
accelerated, but it is the inspiration only 
which is at fault. 

7. Sinking of the clavicle more upon 
the affected side than upon the opposite, 
and giving the appearance of having a 
very long neck. 

8. Great hyperemia of the pillar of 
the fauces, present long before the pul- 
monary disease manifests itself, and con- t 
tinuing until pus is expectorated. When 
purulent expectoration is established, 
decomposed pus irritates the throat,and 
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then the other parts usual become hype- 
remia. 

9. Intense congestion of the throat, 
early hoarseness and vomiting are un- 
favorable symptoms, and indicate en- 
largement of the bronchial glands. This 
vomiting is caused by pressure up6n the 
pneumogastric by the enlarged glands. 
A large proportion of phthisis cases will' 
tell of having had sore throat for a num- 
ber of years previous to the develop- 
ment of any chest symptoms. — Clinic. 



i 



Influence of Drinking- Water on 
the Biliary Secretion.— Zawilski placed 
glass canulae in the ductus choledochus 
of rabbits, closed the intestine, stfwed the 
canula in the abdominal wound, and 
either collected the bile secreted, drop 
by drop, in vessels, in .order to estimate 
the entire amount of bilious fluid in a 
certain . interval, together with its dry 
residue and the amount of its constit- 
uents, organic and inorganic, or he 
allowed the bile to collect in a verti- 
cal glass tube, in order to measure the 
force of its secretion. Researches were 
instituted upon animals simply tied, in 
comparison with those in whom a wound 
had been made in theoesphagus, through 
which, by means of a catheter, ordinary 
water, carbolic acid, oxygen, or ozon 
ized water in small quantities were in- 
troduced. The results were as follows: 

1. In animals who have fasted for fif- 
teen hours, a decided diminution in the 
secretion of bile is noticeable. At the 
same time, the percentage of fixed sub- 
stances diminishes, the bile being more 
watery. 

2. Water, when absorbed from the 
stomach, increases immediately the se- 
cretion of bile, while, at the same time, 
the quantities of solids is augmented ; 
that is, a larger quantity of concentra- 
ted bile is poured out. The amount of 
gas contained in the water is a matter of 
indifference, provided the gases do not 
distend the stomach, and thus act me- 
chanically as a hindrance to the exit of 
the bile. The secretion of bile is so 
much the more abundant the longer the 
water is supplied. Frequent and small 



amounts of water exercise the most fa- 
vorable influence upon the biliary secre- 
tion. By the administration of water, 
not only is the quantity of bileincreased, 
but the pressure under which it is secre- 
ted is rendered greater, so that obsta- 
cles which, under ordinary circumstances, 
would hinder the flow of this fluid are 
overcome. — The Doctor, October 1, 1877. 

A Female Chemist. — A Russian jour- 
nal tells the following incident : 

A young Russian has for some time 
been prosecuting his chemical studies at 
the University of Leipsic, with unusual 
zeal. The young man, of aristocratic 
exterior, made friends of all who came 
in contact with him. Recently, he 
passed a most brilliant examination, 
which was rewarded with the dignity of 
a master of arts. Soon after, a young 
lady called on one of the most promi- 
nent professors of the university, ad- 
dressing the savant in the following 
words : 

" I desire, professor, before I depart 
from Leipsic, to express to you my 
hearty thanks." 

The professor, perfectly astonished, 
observed, " thanks, but for what ? " 

'• Listen, sir. I was married to old 

Prince . My husband died some 

years ago. He died insolvent, so that 
I was left even without the daily bread. 
I resolved to seek the necessary means of 
subsistence in science/' 

The professor then interrupted her, 
saying: "Yes, most gracious lady ; nev- 
ertheless, I cannot see why you should 
address any thanks to me." 

The lady continued : "Observe, then : 
it is now more than three years that 
here in Leipsic I have been a student. 
The student who lately passed the ex- 
amination, and whom you considered 
worthy of distinction, is none other 
than myself.' ' — The Sanitarian. 

Lemon- Juice in Rheumatism. — Dr. 
A. H. Chandler, in Canada Lancet ', says: 
In advocating the lime or lemon-juice 
treatment, the author cannot, of course, 
presume to suggest anything novel \ 
but, he does venture on claiming orig- 
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inality, with regard to the largeness and 
frequency of the dose, and hesitates not 
to offer it, when so given, as a veritable 
specific in this, not seldom, treacherous 
and intractable malady. Without re- 
gard to the condition of the bowels, 
unless previously much constipated, I 
usually begin with at least ten ounces of 
lime-juice, increasing rapidly up to eigh- 
teen or twenty-four in the twenty-four 
hours — from half an ounce to an ounce, 
or more every hour, with not less than 
double or treble the quantity of cold, 
soft water — usually diluted and sweet- 
ened, however, to the patient's taste. 
Very often, on the second day, the 
amendment is decided, and the disease, 
in acute cases, more particularly sthenic 
or asthenic, generally subsides on the 
fourth or fifth day of treatment. One 
grain of opium is usually given, with 
or without lead, and tannin, night and 
morning, in order to restrain the bowels, 
which the juice has a tendency to relax. 
The first effect of such heavy doses is 
the rapid diminution of joint swelling, 
and diminished perspiration, together 
with steady falling of pulse, the latter 
often quite slow with a slight tendency 
to syncope, the majority of the cases 
requiring quinine, and supporting food 
about the sixth or seventh day, when 
convalescence advances rapidly. 

Japanese Therapeutics. — Dr. G. Mag- 
et has furnished on this subject some in- 
teresting notes. General and local ab- 
straction of blood is rejected by Japan- 
ese practitioners, on the plea that the 
blood is too precious a fluid to be thus 
wasted. Febrile affections are chiefly 
treated by copious draughts of warm 
water, under the idea of relaxing the 
pores which have been constricted by 
cold. Calomel is a very favorite reme- 
dy, and is better supported by the na- 
tives than by Europeans. Blisters are 
popular; they are made with the pow- 
der of the Pagata piperata^ spread on a 
rice plaster. Moxas are very frequently 
had recourse to as derivatives. Their 
active principle is extracted from the 
Artemesia Japonica. In less urgent | 



cases acupuncture is employed, as in 
China, to replace the Moxa, chiefly in 
abdominal affections, twenty needles 
being inserted in each flank. Shampoo- 
ing is a vt ry popular mode of treatment 
in rheumatic affections and certain cases 
of nervous debility; also, as an hygienic 
precaution against the fatigue of a long 
journey or of protracted labor. The 
Japanese ladies are so extremely modebt 
that they employ none but the blind to 
shampoo them. Syphilitic affections are 
common, and are combatted by cinnabar 
(red sulphuret). The soft sore is much 
more frequent than the hard one. In 
Japan, as elsewhere, the introduction of 
the evil is attributed to a neighboring 
country. — Medical Examiner ,Nov. 1,'77. 

Gelseminum and Quinine. — Dr. R. 

B. Trezevant, Desarc, Ark., suggests, 

in The Medical Brief, the following 

formula : 

Jfc. Ferri sulph . . ) 

Qui use sulph, \ of each 1 drachm. 

Acid nitric . ) 

Aquae 8 ounces. 

Mix the iron and acid, and as 
soon as fumes cease to rise, add one 
ounce of the water; in this dissolve^the 
quinine, then add the other seven ounces 
of water, 

S. Give one teaspoonful in wine- 
glassful of water three times a day. 

In conjunction with this, I usually 
prescribe once a week, a mercurial or 
vegetable purge. 

In regard to the use of gelseminum, 
it is almost a rule with me in the many 
forms of continued fever, especially 
when there is nervous derangement, to 
give quinine in the following manner : 

K. Quinre sulph, 16 grains. 
Spt. eth. nit., 4 drachms. 
Tr. gelsemini, 2 drachma 
Aquee, 4 ounces. 

S. Give one tablespoonful every 
three hours. 

This makes a perfect solution, and as 
a rule has, in my hands, rapidly re- 
duced febrile symptoms, curbed all 
restlessness — so much so as to lead 
some patients to think they had taken 
an opiate. 
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Whitlow of the Thumb. — The first 
phalanx of the thumb of this patient 
presents two incisions. The first, loca- 
ted upon the inner side, was made some 
days ago without procuring any relief. 
The swelling and pain having increased, 
the man entered the wards of M. Ver- 
neuil. His interne made a deep incis- 
ion in the median line. The pain soon 
disappeared and the phlegmon has en- 
tered upon the road to resolution. Apro- 
pos of this case, M. Verneuil remarked 
that in whitlow in general, the incision 
ought never to be made except in the 
median line. Lateral incisions not only 
expose to wounding the arteries and 
nerves, with their consequences, that is 
to say hemorrhage and temporary an- 
aesthesia of the organ, but besides it is 
seldom that they afford relief to the pa- 
tient. Once again, incisions into the 
median line ought always to be prefer- 
red, for this double reason, that they 
expose to no accident, and are much 
more 'efficacious. — (Canadian Journal of 
Medical Science, from Revue de Therar- 
peutique Medico- Chirurgical. 

Arsenical Antidotes(/?#. de PJiarm., 
1876. Boston Medical and Surgical Jour- 
nal). — From some late experiments, 
Rouyer has found that, although the 
freshly precipitated sesqui-hydrate of 
iron is an antidote for arsenfous acid, it 
has no effect in counteracting the action 
of sodic arseniate or potasstc arsenite 
(Fowler's solution), but that a mixture 
of the solution of sesqui-chloride of iron 
and the oxide of magnesium will coun- 
teract the effect of these salts as well as 
the arsenious acid itself, and hence this 
mixture is always preferable to the hy- 
drate in cases of arsenic poisoning. The 
officinal solution of the sesqui-chloride 
of iron should be first administered, and 
fifteen minutes afterwards the magnesia 
oxide, given in the proportion of four 
grammes of the latter to one hundred 
cub. cent, of the former. In one hour 
after the administration of the antidote, 
a cathartic should be given. The inges- 
tion of acid drinks and lemonade should 
be avoided during the entire treatment, 



# since the compound formed by the union 
are soluble in acids. — Clinic 



The Effects of Iron Upon the 
Blood.— Dr. Nasse, of Marburg, relates 
his experience in the Cent. Blatt. f. Med. 
Wissenschaften. For 77 days he fed a 
dog, weighing about eight kilogrammes, 
upon bread and potatoes, to which he 
had added iron ; for 25 days he gave it 
one gramme of lactate of iron daily, and 
for the remaining 62 days he gave 1.2 
grammes of oxide of iron daily. The 
weight of the animal rapidly increased, 
and at the end of the experiment it had 
gained one kilogramme. The specific 
gravity of the blood increased from 
1052 to 1060.8, that of the serum, how- 
ever, remained unchanged. The pro- 
portion of iron increased from 0.477 to 
0.755 per thousand parts. In seven 
other dogs of the eight experimented 
upon, the amount of solid constituents 
and the specific gravity both increased. 
The increase of the former can be due 
only to an increase of the blood cor- 
puscles. — Allgemeine MedicinischeCentral- 
Zeitung y No. 76, 1877. 



Syphilitic Fathers and Healthy 
Children. -^Dr. Guntz, of Dresden, re- 
ports six cases in which the fathers of 
healthy children were the subjects of 
latent syphilis. In each of these cases 
at least two years had elapsed between 
the latest manifestations of syphilis and 
marriage. In several cases, the first 
child was syphilitic, the second healthy. 
In all of the cases, within a few years of 
the birth of their children, the deeper 
syphilitic lesions manifested themselves 
in the persons of the fathers, all of 
whom had had good reasons, among 
others the birth of healthy children, to 
suppose that the disease was eliminated 
from their system. — Vjhrschr. /. Derma- 
tol. u. Syph. t an&Phila. Med. Times Aw- 
\y 7, 1877. 

Chenopodium Anthelminticum for 
Anasarca. — Dr. Samuel R. Burroughs, 
of Houston, Texas, in a report on the 
" Indigenous Medical Resources of Tex- 
as," published in the Transactions of the 
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Texas State Medical Association, 1877, 
makes the following foot-note on page f 
108: "The chenopodium anthelminti- 
cum root, split or cut to pieces, and put 
into an ordinary bottle filled with vine- 
gar, to which has been added two or 
three drachms of carbonate of iron, will 
relieve anasarca when a sequel to scar- 
latina, or when dependent on any func- 
tional derangement.' ' 

* Incidentally, Dr. B. remarks that a 
decoction of this plant, (which is abun- 
dant in Texas, and commonly known as 
Jerusalem oak, wormseed, etc.) together • 
with the cooked plant, mixed with meal, 
is said to be alsQ a good remedy for 
chicken cholera. — Va. Med. Monthly. 

Treatment of Boils, Carbuncles, 
etc. — Dr. E. Bodman, of Sidney, 111., 
sends us the following note : 

Years ago I was in the habit of treat- 
ing boils, carbuncles, etc., with a strong 
solution of permanganate of potassa in 
the following manner : I laid the boil 
open to its bottom with a free incision, 
and filled it with linen lint, fully satura- 
ted with the solution. The results were 
quite satisfactory, but for some time 
past I have employed the following 
treatment, which has been completely 
successful ; I take equal parts of car- 
bolic acid, glycerine and water, and in- 
ject a few drops (5 to 30) with the hy- 
podermic syringe into the tumor in its 
deepest part. One injection is usually 
enough, if applied in the early part of 
the disease. The tumor at once shrinks 
away with slight pain or soreness, leav- 
ing but little disposition to successive 
crops. If this mode of treatment has 
been in use by others, I have never 
heard of it. — Boston Journal of Chemistry . 

Morphia in Catheterism. — Dr. W. 
Faulkner (in Brief) says : "Some may 
regard it as a very easy and simple 
thing to pass the male catheter, and 
think a failure to do so necessarily to 
depend on the condition of the parts; 
while, I think, the facts justify me in say- 
ing that it is an operation requiring ex- 
perience, tact and skill, and the strong 
probabilities are that we often fail for 



want of experience in the use of the in- 
strument I have been well pleased 
with the hypodermic use of morphia as 
a preparatory measure to the use of the 
catheter ; and I have for some years re 
garded it not only as highly proper to 
aspirate or puncture the bladder when I 
could not pass the catheter, but have 
felt it to be a duty and an obligation I 
owe to my patient thus to protect him 
from the consequences of over-disten- 
sion and blood-poisoning. 

Brewery Grains as Food for Cows. 
— The custom of feeding brewery grains 
to cows to increase the flow of milk is 
very common in all large cities. The 
result is an excess of quantity for the 
time being, with a very decided deterio- 
ration in quality ; but, sooner or later 
this food, when used in considerable 
quantities, produces a poisonous effect 
on the animals, and renders the milk 
wholly unfit for use. The cows, if fed 
on grains alone, become covered with 
sores and eventually die. The poisons 
that are used in the manufacture of malt 
liquors, such as sulphuric acid, cocculus 
indicus, opium, copperas, alum and 
strychnine, naturally settle (especially 
the dregs of them), in the grains. This 
furnishes a clue to the increased infant 
mortality in large cities. — Canada 
cet. 



Arsenic in Albuminuria. — In The 
Practitioner (June, 1877,) a case of albu- 
minuria of nine years' standing is re- 
ported as cured by arsenic in the form 
of Fowler's solution, three drops at meal 
time. It is supposed that the remedy 
is adapted to that form of the disease 
which proceeds from pancreatic derange- 
ment. As a healthy pancreatic secretion 
serves to convert coagulated albumen 
into a soluble form before finally digest- 
ing it. If not so converted, the albumen 
is absorbed from the intestines and passes 
off by the kidneys, constituting albu- 
minuria. 

Hydrophobia During Pregnancy. — 
The following case has been communi- 
cated to the Academy of Medicine of 
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Paris, by Professor Borley, for M. Con- 
gier, of Bagnieres : A woman, aged 42 
years, when about eight months preg- 
nant >was bitten on the hand by a cat. 
She was confined in due course. About 
six weeks after, and ninety days after the 
bite, the lochial discharge became altered. 
Shortly, marked simptoms of hydropho- 
bia set in, and the woman died in five 
days. The child was healthy. — The 
Doctor, October 1, 1877. 



Fracture of the Femur — Buck's 
Method. — Dr. F. H. Hamilton, in Belle- 
vue Hospital, thus describes Buck's 
treatment of fractured femur: Dr. 
Buck has done a great deal for the 
treatment of these fractures, but the 
various improvements which have been 
adopted in its most approved form have 
been suggested by so many surgeons 
that I think it is hardly just that it 
should be called by his name, and I 
would suggest the ''American plan" as 
a more appropriate title. You observe 
its prominent points : The long splint, 
with its lower extremity fitted into a 
light wooden frame-work to hold it 
steady, and its upper portion bound to 
the side of the chest by a wide roller- 
bandage ; the foot-piece (to which the 
weight is attached by the cord passing 
over a pulley) sufficiently wide to pre- 
vent any pressure being made upon the 
external or internal malleolus ; the ad- 
hesive stfips extending up to the knee, 
and covered by a roller to keep them 
in position ; the four short side-splints 
about the thigh, covering the seat of 
fracture ; and, lastly, the foot of the 
bed elevated four inches above the 
floor, for the purpose of making counter- 
extension. The adhesive plaster should 
not pass above the knee ; for if it reaches 
higher than that, it will be likely to do 
more harm than good, by involving 
some of the muscles which are attached 
to the upper fragment of the femur. 
For the four independent side-splints, 
within the long one, we are now in the 
habit of using felt, because it is a light 
material, and when once molded to a 
part retains its shape permanently. They 



are kept in position by a bandage, and 
can be removed at pleasure for the pur- 
pose of examining the seat of fracture, 
or for any other reason that may 
necessitate it. They are extremely use- 
ful in preventing looseness of the limb. 
As a general rule, I regard the long 
splint as the most essential requisite for 
making a straight thigh, and it acts in 
two v/ays: first, by preventing eversion ; 
and, second, by keeping the whole body 
straight. In its simplicity and efficiency 
it is far superior to the plaster-of-Paris 
bandage. Theoretically, the latter, af- 
ter being once applied, is supposed to 
remain in situ until the case is discharged 
cured ; but practically, it is found to get 
loose in a week, and in two weeks it 
becomes positively necessary to remove 
it, and apply an entirely new dressing, 
which involves no inconsiderable amount 
of labor. This, of course, has to be re- 
peated about every fortnight, until the 
end of the treatment. Here is a little 
boy, upon whom the plaster was applied 
only a few hours ago ; and, though it 
was very carefully and thoroughly done, 
you will observe that I can already get 
my hand underneath the part of the 
bandage which passes around his body. 
In the course of a week the whole will 
be so loose as to be of no practical use 
whatever. 

In all the cases which I have shown 
you, there will probably be some short- 
ening, varying from three-eighths to 
one half of an inch ; for in fractures of 
the femur, more or less shortening is 
the rule, and not the exception. Some 
writers would have us believe that 
naturally in about every third man one 
lower extremity is longer than the 
other, but this is certainly not the 
case; for were it so, this disparity would 
very frequently be corrected by the oc- 
currence of a fracture. In reality, 
however, I find that in about nine out 
of every ten cases one limb is slightly 
shorter than the other after my treat- 
ment for fracture. — Med. Times. 



For Salivation. — Bromo-Chloralunt 
(Tilden & Co.) 
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Iodoform in Typhoid Fbvbr. — Let- 
ter from B. D. Keator, M. D., Tolono, 
I1L, Oct. 27th, 1877 : 

" I called the attention of the profes- 
sion, a short time since, to the value of 
Iodoform in Dysentery. Its benefit in 
that diseaee, especially the chronic form, 
is being fully confirmed. I now wish to 
call attention to its value in Typhoid 
fever. It acts, apparently, by healing the 
diseased intestinal glands. Give the 
patient the usual care, in alimentation, 
sponging, etc., and as a medicine, 
throughout the continuance of the 
disease, one-half grain Iodoform, every 
four hours, in pills or emulsion. So 
used, I believe it to be in advance of 
any treatment hitherto employed. No 
trouble with diarrhoea will usually be 
had ; if so, a little epium combined with 
it will soon remedy it When necessary 
to move the bowels, use hourly a tea- 
spoonful of oil, or an enema of tepid 
water." — /our. Mat. Med. 

Quinia in Small Dosbs in Mala- 
rial Diseases. — Dr. Charles R. Green- 
leaf, U. S. A., gives the formula as one 
coming from an army surgeon, whose 
name and present locality we now for- 
get. If it accomplish what is claimed— 
the prevention of return of intermittent 
attacks by so small a dose as two grains 
of quinia — then it will save an immense 
expense, and obviate the unpleasant 
effects which the larger doses often pro- 
duce. We have not met the formula 
before, though it may not be new to 
others: 

R Quinsesulph., gnu i) 

Acid, citric, grs. iif 
Bub fine together and dissolve in aqua, dr. ss 
Potass, iodid*, grs. iij 
Aquffi, dr. ss 

Then mix the two solutions together, 
and administer the whole quantity at 
a dose. — Amr. Prac. 

Solution of Quinine for Hypoder- 
mic Usk. — Dr. James £. Morris, of 
Belleville, Texas, sends the following 
formula for a solution which in his prac- 
tice has operated satisfactorily : Brom- 
ide of quinia dissolved in alcohol, grain 



for minim ; to this solution w4ter can 
be added to any dilution desired. It 
acts promptly and leaves no scar. One 
oi the advantages claimed for this solu- 
tion is that the alcohol prevents the de- 
velopment of fungi. It is readily ab- 
sorbed, usually, and has a peculiar 
quieting effect upon the nervous sys- 
tem. — Clinic. 

Prevention of Lead Poisoning. — 
Some lead-workers have lately tried a 
careful washing of the hands in petro- 
leum as a preventive of lead-poisoning. 
Three washings a day are said to be su- 
ficient to prevent all serious danger of 
lead-poisining. The success obtained by 
these men has been such that they have 
recommended a trial of petroleum as a 
guard against poisoning by salts of cop- 
per or mercury, where these are em- 
ployed in trade. — Brit. Med. Journ. t Sept. 
29, 1877. 

Kerosene Liniment. — Dr. Hobbs, in 
Louisville Med. News, recommends the 
following as a very superior liniment: 

R. Kerosene oil dr. ij; 

Tinct. Opii oz. iv; 

Tinct. Arnica oz. v; 

Tinct. Stramonii oz. iv ; 

Ar. Spts. amnion oz. vi ; 

SptB. Camph — : oz. v ; 

Oi. origau oz. iv ; 

Chloroform oz. iij. M. 

S. Rub in twice during the twenty-four 
hours, or pro rmnato. 



Dr. H. A. Martin (Bost Med. Jour., 
Feb. 1, f 77), says that, during the six- 
teen years in which he supplied human- 
ized vaccine virus, he was continually 
troubled by the complication of erysip- 
elas. Since he has supplied only the 
bovine virus he has had no complaint of 
erysipelas. — Dkt. Med. Jour. 



Sclerotic Acid. — This is the latest 
therapeutic novelty. It is said to be the 
active principle of ergot, and has been 
isolated by Dragendorf. As yet its 
price is high, $20 per ounce ; but the 
dose is small, gr. 1-12-1-16, by hypoder- 
mic injection. — Med. and Surg. Rep. 



L 



SOUTHERN MEDICAL RECORD. 



333 



Practical Botes and Formulas* 



How to Take Castor Oil Without 
Tasting It.— Dr Z. B. Herndon, of 
Richmond, Va., favors us with the fol- 
lowing : . 

Having reference to the relative spe- 
cific gravity of water, whisky and oil, 
this nauseous dose can be so clothed 
with the mixture of whisky and water 
as to be swallowed without coming in 
contact with the mouth and palate — 

Into a small glass put from one to two 
tablespoonsfuls of spirits ; add one drop 
of oil, which, being heavier than whisky, 
sinks to the bottom ; now add water, 
drop by drop, until the oil rises half 
way to the surface of the mixture ; 
at this point put in the dose of oil, and 
it will occupy a central position in the 
form of a sphere ; take at one swallow, 
and no taste of oil can be detected. The 
advantage of this method can not be 
over-estimated, where the stomach is 
delicate, or the patient has a precon- 
ceived idea that the oil can not be kept 
down. 

Chloral and Alcohol. — A German 
physician reports that he has, on sev- 
eral occasions, observed considerable 
excitement after a dose of chloral. 
Anxiety and turgescence of the face, 
contracted pupil and rapid pulse (100 
to 130) lasted two or three hours. 
The next day headache and lassitude 
were complained of. He found, on 
careful inquiry, that in every case in 
which these symptoms appeared, the 
patient had taken some alcoholic bev- 
erage shortly before the dose of chloral. 

It seems desirable that this point 
should be observed by others. It is 
not at all unlikely that some of the 
evil effects attributed to chloral may 
be due to such a perturbing agent as 
alcohol. Physicians should caution 
their patients against the use of alco- 
holic liquors while being treated with 
chloral.— -Jour. Chem. 

Carbolic Acid in Diarrhcba. — Dr. 
Palmer says (in Med; Rep,): "Recently 



I have employed carbolic acid in the 
treatment of diarrhoea, both acute an£ 
chronic form of the disease, with signal 
success. It is given in one or two drop 
doses, largely diluted with water, from 
two to four hours apart. It controls 
pain, and corrects the fetor of the dis- 
charges, and otherwise cures the disease. 
If severe pain be present, and the dis- 
charges profuse, opium and creta 
preparata, with astringents, may be al- 
ternated with it. But my experience is 
that carbolic acid, in most case, is all 
that is required." 

Freckles. — New Remedies gives the 

following : 

B. Zinci sulphocarbol, 2 parts. 
Glycerine, 25 parts. 
Aq. roeee, 26 parts. 
Bplritus vinl rect, 5 parts. 

Dissolve and mix. The freckled skin 
is to be annointed with this twice daily, 
the ointment being allowed to stay on 
from one half to one hour, and then 
washed off with cold water. Anaemic 
persons should also take a mild fer- 
ruginous tonic. In the sunlight a dark 
veil should be worn. 

It is also said that powdered nitre, 
moistened with water, and applied night 
and morning, will soon remove all 
traces of freckles. 



Lime in the Eye. — The evil effects of 
lime in the eye are well known. Plas- 
terers and whitewashes not unfrequently 
having their eyes seriously injured, if not 
destroyed, by the caustic power of the 
lime. Wells says : "If the patient is 
seen soon after the accident, an effort 
should be made at once to neutralize 
and wash out the lime by a weak solu- 
tion of vinegar, with a free use of the 
syringe. Afterwards, cooling and ano- 
dyne lotions, and general antiphlogistic 
treatment, should be adopted. 

BuRNS.-We have suggested to Dr. Pot- 
ter to use on burns and scalds, bromo- 
chloralum diiuted one part to four of wa- 
ter, and applied as cold as itcan be made 
with ice. We use it entirely in out 
works; the aluminium acts upon the 
denuded surface, and the chlorine allays 
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the inflammation. Cloths should be quite 
wet, and changed as soon as warm. We 
have never seen a case that did not yield 
promptly, and what is of great value no 
suppuration takes place, and no scar 
results.—;/*?** Mat. Med. 

(1) — Elixir of Wild Cherry Bark 

may be made as follows ; 

Fluid extract of wild cherry 4 ounces. 

Simple elixir 12 " 

Mix and filter. Several other formu 
las in which the preparation is obtained 
directly from the bark are to be found 
in the Druggists 9 Circular of January, 
May and July, 1874, pages 33, 89 and 
123. 

(2) — The following is probably what 
you want: 

Compound Syrup of Wild Cherry and 
Tat. 

Syrup of wild cherry 10 fluid ounces. 

Syrup ;of tar 4 w •' • 

Syrup of tolu 2 " " 

— Drug. Circular. 
Ricord's Cough-pills. — 

Morphia hydrocbloratis. . . .gr. v ; 

Extracti hyoscyami gr. viij ; 

Bad. belladonna pulv ) 

Bad. glycyrrhizre puly V aa gr. xlv ; 

Mellis. ) 

Balsam! tolutani gr. Ixxv ; 

01. tbeobromae gr. Ixxv ; 

Make into one hundred pills. Each 
contains one twentieth of a grain of hy- 
drochlorate (muriate) of morphia. 

Dose — One pill every five or six 
hours, in chronic bronchitis accompanied 
with cough. — New Remedies. 

Rum Stomach or Flatulent Dys- 
pepsia. — For this form of dyspepsia, 
which is due to a torpid or a semi-para- 
lyzed condition of the muscular coat of 
the bowels, and usually attended with 
constipation, the following is an ex- 
cellent formula : 

B. Tine. Nucis Vomic® gtt. v. 

Com. Tine. Gentian dr. j. 

Tine. Capsicum gtt. x. 

To be taken before meals. 

Canada Balsam as an Excipient 
for Pills. — Dannecy proposes, as an 
excipient that will preserve pills for an 
indefinite period, a mixture of one part 
of wax and three of Canada balsam. 



Shaving Soap.— We do not believe in 
shaving, but if it must be done, use the 
following soap, suggested by the Drug- 
gists' Circular as best for the skin : 

B. White Wax,) 

Spermaceti, V aa J oz. 
Almond Oil, j 

Melt, and before cooling rub in two 
cakes of Windsor Soap, which have 
previously been reduced to a paste with 
a small quantity of rose water. Lather 
upon the face with the brush. 

Elixir Chloroformi. — [Dr. Harts- 

home's Chloroform Paregoric^— 

Chloroform 12 fluid drachms. 

Tincture of opium 12 " '• 

Tincture of camphor 12 a " 

Arom. spirit of ammonia. .12 u " 

Oil of cinnamon 20 minims. 

Brandy % fl^d ounces. 

Mix. Dose, half a fluid drachm or 
less, in spasmodic affection of the stom- 
ach, cholera, etc. — Drug Circular. 

Crysophanic Acid in Psoriasis.— 

An ointment of crysophanic acid in con- 
junction with the internal use of the syr- 
up of the iodide of iron has been found 
an efficacious treatment for psoriasis and 
other obstinate skin affections in St 
George's Hospital : 

R. Crysophanic acid? dr. sa. 

Lard «z. j. 

M. 

Hair Wash.— A good simple "oily 

hair wash" can be made by the following 

formula. 

Bay mm 4oaa> 

Glycerine l «* 

Olive oil i « 

If not "oily" enough there is a very 
easy way out of that difficulty. — Chem- 
ist & Druggist. 

Ranula. — Dr. Panas has frequently 
succeeded in curing ranula by the Injec- 
tion into the tumor of from four to ten 
drops of a concentrated solution of the 
chloride of zinc. 

Copaiba Resin in Ascites. — Dr. 
Glynn has successfully used 20 grains, 
every four hours, in a case where other 
remedies failed. It was given in recti- 
fied spirits and a little mucilage. 
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Enlarged Tonsils — 

R. Glycerini oz. ss. 

Tannic accid gr. xx. 

Carbolic acid gtt. x. M. 

Mop the tonsils night and morning, and 
give internally — 

B. Syr. Sarsaparilla dr. HJ. 

lodid. Potass . „ oz. j . M. 

and give from half to a teaspoonful, ac- 
cording to the age of the child. 
Another : 

B. Glycerini oz. ss. 

Tine, iodine. dr. ij. M. 

Mop the tonsils once daily, and give 
internally syrup of the iodide of iron 
gtt. x. to xx., three times daily. 

Nitric Acid, Senna and Taraxicum, 

as a Liver Regulator. — To liver disease, 

constipation and dyspepsia, the following 

combination, from Tanner's Index, seems 

admirably adapted: 

R Dilate Nitric acid gtts. 90. 

8pte. Nitre dr. ij. 

Fluid ext taraxicum oz. jss. 

Tine. SennsB oz. iv. 

Infusion of gentian com., sufficient 
to make oz. virj M. 

One-sixth part twice or thrice daily. 
[The dose seems too large in respect to 
the nitric acid. — Ed.] 

Svrup of Hypophosphate of So- 
dium, maybe prepared thus: (Atner. 
Jour. Phar.) Dissolve 5 grammes of the 
salt in 445 grammes of simple syrup, and 
add 50 grammes of orange flower syrup. 
A tablespoorfful weighing 20 grammes 
contains 0.20 grammes (3 grains) of so- 
dium hypophosphite. 

Chloric Ether is the name which 
was at one time applied to solutions of 
chloroform in alcohol. The officinal 
spiriius chloroformi, made according to 
tiie formula corrected as above, is in- 
tended to replace the varying solutions 
formerly employed under the name of 
chloric ether. — Drug Circular. 



For Bed Sores. — R. Caoutchouc, or 
gutta percha, a few chips or thin pieces, 
and dissolve in chloro orm. To be 
painted over superficial excoriations, or 
bed sores, as a protection against friction, 
etc. 



For Vermin. — 

R. Mercurial ointment nz. i. 

S. Use a small quantity for two or 
three applications. 
Another : 

R. Carbolic acid- dr. j. 

Glycerini 02. j. 

W ater oz. vi i j . M. 

Use twice daily for three or four days. 
Chronic Hepatic Affections. The 

following preparation is well adapted to 

all chronic disorders of the liver,especial- 

ly when complicated with rheumatic or 

neuralgic troub e : 

U. A mmonia Muriatis 

Ext.Taraxaci oz. 88 

Aquae oz. vj. 

Dessert-spoonful three times a day. 

Salicylic Acid in Pertussis. — In 
Petersburg Med. Woch. it is said that a 
2 per cent, solution of salacylic acid in- 
haled for five minutes every evening in 
pertussis, effects an immediate influence, 
a cure resulting on an average in about 
two weeks. 

Tonic, Laxative and Anodyne. — The 
following, by Dr. Wm. Pepper, is rec- 
ommended as an excellent tonic, laxa- 
tive and anodyne : 

B. Aloes, gr. 1. 

Cannabis Ind., gr. }. 
Pulv. Sulphur. Ferri. gr. 1. 
F. 1 Pill to be taken at bed time. 

Spiritus Chloroformi. — The formula 
of spiritus chloroformi, (says the Drug 
Circular), should read alcohol instead of 
diluti alcohol as given in U. S. Dispen- 
satory. Thus. — 

R. Purified chloroform. . . .1 troy ounce. 
Stronger alcohol IS fluid ounces. 

Puerperal Fever. — For puerperal 
fever, bring the pulse under the decided 
influence of veratrum viride, and keep it 
there. Give opium enough to relieve 
pain, and use turpentine steepes to the 
abdomen. 

Carbolic Acid Spray, — 

R. Carbolic add .gr* 1. 

Water » • . . oz. j. M. 

To be used with a spray apparatus in 
affections of the nares, pharynx, etc. 
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Red Lotion of Hospitals. — The com- 
mon Red Lotion of hospitals, so useful 
for strumous and other ulcers, is com- 
posed as follows : 

R Zinci Sulphatis gr. xyj. 

tipts. Rosmarini 

Ticc. Lavender, com aa dr. jj. 

Aqua. oz. viij. 

M. —Tanner. 

Tannin Gargle. — 

R. Tannic acid gt.xx. 

Whisky OZ.J. 

Camph. water oz. viij. M. 

In relaxation of uvula, sore throat,etc. 
Gargle for Foul Ulcers. — 

R. Li qu oris 8odae Chloratse dr . vj. 

Aqua oz. viij. M. 

To be frequently used. — lb. 
Iodine Inhalation.— 

R. Tinct. Iodine gtt. xxx. 

Boiling water oz. iv. M. 

The vapor to be cautiously inhaled 
In laryngeal phthisis, dipthefia. — lb. 

To Check Secretion of Milk. — 

R. Ext. belladonna dr. j . 

Glycerin! oz. 88. M. 

To be used upon the breast to check 
tecretion of milk, with caution as to the 
child. Also useful as an application in 
neuralgic pains. 

To K^ep Leeches. — A correspondent 
of the Phar. Jour. (London) says that it 
is a mistake to put fresh water to leeches. 
They do better in stale water. "By 
putting them in fresh water you starve 
them." 

Epileptic Hysteria. — 

R. Bromide potass gr.xx. 

Tinct. gelseminum • .gtt.xr. 

Water oz.es. M. 

Give at a dose, and repeat in one hour 
if spasms continue. 

Turpentine Inhalati&n.— 

It Oil of Turpentine oz. j. 

Boiling water oz. viij. M. 

To be used with a common inhaler. 

For Tape WoUm.— Drink freely of a 
strong tea of pomegranate bark, fasting. 

For Chronic Rheumatism. — Fl. ex. 
asclepias incarnata. 



Scientific Items. 



Experiments on the Circulation ik 
the Brain. — Some curious experiments 
hav£ lately been made by a French 
physiologist upon the effects produced 
by increasing or dimishing the pressure 
of the blood in thi brain. A tfabbit, 
guinea pig, or dog is fixed to a horizon- 
tal plate, which is made to revolve at the 
rate of rather more than one turn in a sec- 
ond. If the head be towards the center 
of the apparatus, the centrifugal force 
drives the blood towards the tail end of 
the animal, producing a measure of blood- 
lessness in the brain. If the head be 
outermost, on the other hand, the rota- 
tion produces congestion of the nervous 
centres. In both cases, the animal, kept 
in a continual whirl for some time dies. 
It appears that death takes place much 
sooner in case of withdrawal of blood 
from the brain than in the case of brain, 
congestion. 

Telephony. — The progress of tele- 
phony is something wonderful. The 
bell signal and the hand telephone have 
recently been invented. The bell signal 
requires no battery, and, indeed, thfe 
battery has been dispensfed with in all 
the operations of Professor Bell's appa- 
ratus. By means of a magneto-eleCtrifc 
device, the bells are struck at each ehd 
of the line by merely turning A wheel. 
The hand telephone is made of wood, 
and somewhat resembles a stethoscope, 
and is applied to the mouth or ear like 
the ordinary ear trumpet. Sounds are 
transmitted with great facility to great 
distances. It is thought that it will even 
be successfully applied to the Atlantic 
cable. There are now three hundred 
telephones operating in Boston, and 
they are being rapidly introduced into 
other places. 

Electric Plant. — In a German jour- 
nal, a plant is described which emits 
electric shock* when touched. It is 
said to affect the magnetic needle for a 
distance of several feet 
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4VA11 communications routing to the business of 

Th« Bkcohd, for the year 1877, mast be addressed to 

DR. B. 0. WORD, 

Business Manager Southern Med. Bee., 

Atlanta, Ga. 

C^Brief and praetioal communications are solici- 
ted on all subject* pertaining to medicine, also re- 
ports of oases in practice. 

(ST* dead money by oneok, postal order or regis- 
tered letter. 

CaTWrite your nam*, post-office, oonnty and State 
plainly. 



NOTICE— LAST CALL. 
The Red Cross means that your sub- 
scription for 1877 has not been paid. 
Please settle at once. 

Otjb Next Volume.— We are pleased to 
inform our readers that our next volume, 
commencing with the January issue, will be 
gotten out in better type, ana will contain 
more reading matter tbaa the volume now 
closing. The present low price of subscription 
will be continued. 

CoBRwnoN.— Our attention has been drawn 
to an error in the form of our August number, 
by which the article of Dr. Z. B. Herndon, 
on typhoid fever, seems to run into another 
article. His paper really closes at the bottom 
of page 204. It seems that oversights will 
occasionally occur, despite the most watchful 
attention. 

Please Read.— We will not send out re- 
newal papers, but will take it for granted 
that all of our subscribers will renew their 
subscriptions; and, unless they notify us not 
to do so before the issue of our next number 
(January 20th), we will enter them on the 
list for 1878. 

We hope that this notice will be borne in 
mind, and that every one of our subscribers 
will continue the Record, and will, without 
failure, remit his subscription promptly on 
the reception of the January number, and 
sooner if possible. Not only so, but that he 
will aid us in extending our circulation. 
Friends, we intend to give you a splendid 
volume for 1878. 



In the notice in November number of 

the drug firm of Pemberton, Samuels A Rey- 
nolds, the name of the first party, instead of 
J. B., should have been put J. S. Pemberton. 



THE RECEDING YEAR. 

There is a pleasure peculiarly its own 
in contemplating antithetical positions. If 
an individual had no past, with its va- 
ried histories, its weal and woe, defeats 
and triumphs, sunlight and gloom, the 
horoscope of the present would out faintly 
shadow the prophecies of the future. As We 
round the tide of each succeeding rear, and 

fiance back at the foam-capped billows we 
ave breasted, or «the serene waters over 
which we have peacefully sailed, we are 
prone to judge of the sea before us by that 
over which we have passed, only that Hope, 
ever on her buoyant wing, and hovering near, 
like some silvery-breasted bird, sings her 
syren song for the coming year, until the 
heart is fain to believe that the next annual 
revolution of time will be more rfchly fruited 
with joy and success than the one so rapidly 
passing away. This is well. If this song 
were not sung for us as the cycles go by. vigrtr, 
ambition and perseverance would Jail, and 
our moral, mental and physical faculties lose 
that buoyant action so necessary to meet, 
successfully, the coming events that cast both 
shadow and sunshine before. 

Under the beneficent influence of these 
emotions, we turn from the pages of the last 
volume of the Record, and look with expec- 
tant glances into its future for the period of 
1878, and with a hopeful desire to see the 
profession of medicine u lead the van in mod- 
ern research 1 ' and progression. We hope to 
see it frankly accept and promulgate still 
broader views in medical science, even though 
it should operate against its own pecuniary 
interests for a season, among the prejudiced 
and uninformed. 

It requires a grandeur of moral courage to 
drop the worn-out " husks of theories and 
remedies that have fulfilled their day," and 
are supported by the faith and the purse of 
patrons, for the more modern one, based upon 
an earnest and intelligent investigation of 
both psychical and physical facts, that 
must lay the foundation of a nobler medical 
science. But this is necessary to the contin- 
ual and perfect development of the human 
race, and there, should not be a more ad- 
vanced or grander progressionist among men 
than the practitioner of medicine. 

To our confrere* in the profession, and our 
patrons at large, we woula again proffer our 
warmest thanks for their support, kindly 
courtesy, and encouraging words during the 
past twelve months, and express the hope that 
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they will generously continue their patronage 
and friendly interest for the year that will 
soon dawn upon us. Dr. Word will continue 
in charge of the business department, and we 
trust our friends will not only aid him in 
procuring subscriptions for the Record, but 
will continue to aid us in every department. 
We desire brief communications and practi- 
cal items. 

To each and' all of our readers, and every 
member of our noble and heaven-born pro- 
fession, we would tender the compliment of 
a merry Christmas, and a happy Wew Year. 

P. 

Stbange but True.— It is a sad comment- 
ary upon the intelligence and professional 
character of medical men in this country, that 
a very large proportion of them do not take or 
read a medical journal. 

In this age of improvement and discovery, 
when almost every day something new and 
important is brought to lighj, how can a pro- 
gressive and intelligent man deprive himself 
of the satisfaction, not to mention the utility, 
of investigating what is going on in the med- 
ical world? What* though many things are 
announced and discussed that do not stand 
the test of experience, or come up to the full 
measure of what was originally claimed; yet, 
is it not true that highly important and valu- 
able additions are being made to the arma- 
mentarium of the medical art. and that rapid 
progress and development is going on in 
every department of medical science? 

It is, perhaps, scarcely credible to some 
that there are vast numbers of men practicing 
medicine throughout the country, who know 
nothing of the proper use and advantages of 
anaesthetic agents, of chloral, of the bromides, 
the hypodermic syringe, the speculum, the 
opthalmoscope, the varied applications of 
electricity, the varied and important qualities 
of veratrum, gelseminum, aconite, strychnia, 
etc., etc. Many of these have not arisen 
above the old-time routine of calonlel, Dover's 
Powder, and the fly-blister, for any and 
everything. These are good and useful in 
their place, but how can a conscientious 
medical man shut his eyes toother important 
agents, which have a wider application, and 
which, indeed, will relieve cases that can 
not be reached at all by his limited list of 
remedies. There is a high moral question 
that can not be overlooked or disregarded by 
the true physician ; and however much he 
may console himself by the trite and soothing 
remark, "I have done aU I could," yet the 
truth, nevertheless, remains that other means 
were accessible, of which he was wilfully ig- 
norant, and which might have relieved the 
patient if they had been used ! The mechanic 
who sets himself up to do good work is justly 
blamed if he botches the job, whether it be 
ignorance of the use of the proper tools, or 
neglect to procure them. So in all other 
callings and professions. The patient who 
places his life in your hands, has a legal and 
moral right to expect that you will give him 



the benefit of the best and most approved ap- 
pliances for his relief; and, if you fail to do 
so, you deceive and wrong him, and do vio- 
lence to your own conscience. W. 



Sulphate of Cinchonidia.— We have 
watched with some interest the discussion 
which has for some time been going on touch- 
ing the relative merits of the several alka- 
loids, and preparations of the bark. That 
there are valuable and distinctive properties 
possessed by the several articles now so prom- 
inently brought before , the profession, we 
have no doubt. Recently, direct inquiry has 
been made of us as to our views of the cin- 
chonidia. Having been supplied with sam- 
ples for experiment, we have made some ob- 
servations favorable to the article named. 
Gases of intermittent fever have yielded 
promptly to the remedy, used in about the 
same doses as with the sulphate of quinia. 
We have also used it to advantage combined 
with elixir vitriol, to equalize and restrain the 
circulation in cases of menorrhagia. 

In gastralgia and atonic dyspepsia, com- 
bined with tine, nux vomica, it has been 
found a most admirable tonic and peristaltic 
persuader. 

In this connection, we will append the 
views of Dr. J. J. Knott, of this city, who has 
also been experimenting with the article, 
from samples lurnished by Messrs. Powers & 
Welghtman. He remarks : 

" I first employed it amongst the freedmen, 
prescribing from t»>e packages furnished. I 
very soon found it equal to the sulphate of 
quinia in every respect, and far superior in 
some. The affections in which I have 
derived more advantage in the employ- 
ment of this remedy than in the employ- 
ment of quinia, are dysentery, remittent 
fever, ana a low type of mongrel fever, 
which has prevailed to some extent in this 
climate for several years. 1 have one patient 
whose system is such that he cannot bear 
quinia in any form that I have administer- 
ed it, on account of its producing urticaria, or 
nettle-rash. He took the cinchonidia with- 
out any unpleasant effects whatever. In 
nervous females, I find the cinchonidia pref- 
erable to the quinia. For the past two years, 
I have used, comparatively, but little quinia 
in my practice, having substituted the cin- 
chonidia for it. A favorite formula with me 
is the following, for an adult: 

R Sulph. Cinchonidia, grs. xvi 
Ext Belladonna, gre J — } 
. Pulv. Capsicum, gre. jj 
Pulv. Doveri, grs. ii 
Salicylic acid, grs. iv. M. 

Put Into four capsules, one to be given 
every two hours. I sometimes add to this 
prescription four to six grains of calomel, 
when indicated. In the treatment of some 
affections, I regard the sulphate of cinohoni- 
dia as great an improvement over quinine as 
the latter is over the old remedy, the crude 
bark." 
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We publish, also, the following communi- 
cation from A. G- Hobbs, M. D., of Iudiana: 

SULPHATE) CINCHONIDIA. 

I think when sul. cinchonidia becomes 
more generally the substitute for sul. quinia, 
there will be but little use of the now 
much-vaunted remedy, hydrobromic acid for 
(innitu8 aurium. In malarious districts, 
such as is southern Indiana, cinchonidia is 
the, country practitioners' greatest boon. 

The difference in its cost as compared with 
quinia— one-fourth— is no small item to him 
who has his two to three ounces a week to 
buy. 

During the last four months, I nave used 
cinchonidia almost exclusively in nearly 
three hundred cases of chills, intermittent, 
remittent and bilious fevers, and out of the 
whole number, have been compelled to re- 
sort to arsenic m but three cases of chills. 

My experience with cinchonidia in these 
three hundred cases of malarious fevers, is as 
follows: 

1. I think it fully equal to quinia as an 
anti-periodic. Have never used it exclusive- 
ly as an anti-pyretic, as in typhoid fever, 
pneumonia, etc.. but if I ever find it neces- 
sary, T shall not hesitate to risk it as such. 

2. Jt produces no tinnitus aurium— at least, 
I have never been able to discover it in the 
size doses that I administer it to break mala- 
rious attacks. 

3. The stomach, undoubtedly, tolerates it 
better than quinine. 

4. I find it, so far as I can observe, fully 
equal to quinia as a tonic, in combination 
with iron. I administer it in doses same as 
quinia by bulk, which is about one-third 
greater by weight 

Advertisements fob 1878.— The superior 
advantages of our journal as an advertising 
medium are now generally understood. The 
following first-class establishments have al- 
ready engaged space for the forthcoming vol- 
ume, to-wit: Messrs Aloe A Hernstein, St 
Louis; Billings, Clapp A Co , Boston; Belle- 
vue Hospital Medical College, N. Y.; Bullock 
A Crenshaw, Philadelphia ; Ludden A Bates, 
Savannah ; Merrell, Thorp A Lloyd, Cincin- 
nati ; Pemberton, Samuels A Reynolds, At- 
lanta; Reed &Carnrick, New York: Wm. R. 
Warner A Co.,Wyeth& Bro., Philadelphia. 

Purchasing Agency.— Parties desiring to 
purchase drugs, or other articles, in Atlanta, 
may order them through our office at favora- 
ble rates. Subscribers to The Record will 
be charged no commission for this service. 

R. C. Word, 
Managing Editor. 

The two valuable books reviewed in this 
issue, to-wit: "Index of Diseases," and 
"Soudder's Practice," and a variety of medi- 
cal works, may be found at the store of 
Messrs. Lynch A Thornton, enterprising book 
mejchants in this city. 
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Specific Medication and Specific Medicines. 
Revised, with an appendix containing the 
articles published on the subject since the 
first edition, and a report of cures illustra- 
ting Specific Medication. By John M. 
Scudder, M.D , Professor of the Principles 
and Practice of Medicine in the Eclectic 
Medical Institute, etc. , etc. Eighth edition, 
Cincinnati. Wilstach, Baldwin &Co.,Print- 
ers. 1877. 

We had occasion to notice a previous edi- 
tion of this work. The present edition shows 
a considerable increase in the size of the vol- 
ume, and a general improvement over for- 
mer editions. 

Specific Medication is not a new idea under 
the sun ; but Prof. Scudder, albeit he is an 
Eclectic, gives an entirely different interpre- 
tation to that entertained by the profession at 
large. Contrary to the profession, he believes 
in specifics. Rut with the limitation and a 
proper understanding of his theory, his Idea 
of specifics need not give very great alarm. 
He, with many others, have found that cer- 
tain symptoms call for certain recnedies. If 
our patients have pain— say severe neuralgia 
— we employ morphia, hypodermically. Un- 
der these circumstances, the morphia, thus 
used, would be called by him, we suppose, a 
specific. 

Dr. Scudder employs quite a large list of 
drugs for their specific effects. We will men- 
tion a few, for instance : Hastbe patient pain 
located on the abdomen about the umbilicus, 
he would give nux vomica; for superficial 
dropsy, wherever located, apocynum canab. ; 
for ministers' sore throat, collinsonia. For 
hemorrhoids, hamamelis, etc. In fevers, if 
the pulse is small, he would give aconite; if 
large, veratrum viride ; if the face is flushed 
and eyes bright, gelseminum. The tongue 
also affords him indications of specific medi- 
cation: For the white furred tongue, an al- 
kali is indicated, whereas, when the tongue 
is red, acids, independent of treatment based 
upon symptoms— all very good when nothing 
better points out the way. 

The work is of very great value, inasmuch as 
it treats of remedies of the utmost utility, not 
often resorted to by the bulk of the profession. 
And, while no sensible physician will disdain 
the employment of agents he knows to be of 
unquestionable value, because employed by 
Eclectics, he may, if ne pleases, object to the 
theories upon which they may be given, and 
the doses in which they may be recommended 
to be administered. Dr. Scudder, we are free 
to confess, as a representative man of his 
school, has done the profession, at large, very 
great service, and his volume, in the hands of 
the carefully instructed physician, will be 
helpful ; opening up, as It does, a large field 
from whicn to draw increased supplies of val- 
uable therapeutic agents. 



Littei/s Living Age.— See prospectus of 
this excellent magazine in this issue. 
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An Index of Diseases and Their Treatment 
By Thomas Hawks Tanner, M. D..F. R 8. 
Second Edition. Revised by W. H. Broad- 
bent, M.D., Fellow of the Royal College of 
Physicians, Physician to the London Fever 
Hospital, etc., etc. One volume, 'octavo, 
432 pages, price $8. Lindsay & Blakeston, 
Phifedelphia. * 

The above volume is very practical and ex- 
ceedingly useful to those whose time and cir- 
cumstances will not permit them the use *f 
an extensive library, the index, or alpha- 
betical method, embodying a large amount 
and variety of information in a compact and 
very accessible form, by which the practition- ' 
er may promptly post himself in the deflni- - 
tion of diseases, the origin and derivation of ' 
names, and the latest principles of treatment. 
To illustrate, we copy the following as a 
sample of the method adopted]: 

" Femphigus, from B&mphix; (Greek) a 
bubble or blister. Synon. Febris Bullosa; 
Bladdery Fever; waterblebs--A non con- 
tagious skin disease, characterized by large, 
round or oval vesicles, or bullae (bulla, a bub- 
ble of water), two or three inches in diam- 
eter, which appear on one or more regions, 
each bleb fillea with alkaline serum, which 
soon loses its trans parency, becoming acid 
and puriform. Slight fever, etc., very liable 
to relapse. 

Fompholix (Pomohos, a blister,) is merely 
a variety of pemphigas. 

Treatment— Arsenic usually most effectual; 
phosphorus; ammonia and bark; nitro-hydro- 
chloric acid ; quinine and steel; cod-liver oil; 
effervescing; citrate of magnesia; arsenic, 
quinine and steel ; chlorate of potash ; iodide 
of potassium ; vesicle to be,punctured ; cuticle 
not to be removed." 

The volume contains, in addition, an Ap- 
pendix of Ibrmvloz, and tbe various agents 
in the Materia Medica: Uterine Therapeutics, 
Electro-Therapeutics, Climates for Invalids, 
Mineral Waters, etc. 

Da. C. G. Polk again writes us, indignant- 
ly denying the charges made against him in 
the CHinical Record and Hospital Gazette, 
to which we referred in our last. 



Receipted for 1877.— Drs. John Ooston, 
A. H. Peek, R. L. Key, J. P. Rice, T. J. Fout, 
T. L. Darby, J. W. Huff, T. L. Quillan, '77 

and '78. 



P O R S A L E , 

Desirable Practice 

House containing four Rooms. 

80 miles from little Rock, onLRAF. 

8. Railroad. 

Best opening in the State. 

$1,250 CASH. 

Address J. H. CALFEE. M.D.. 

Oct20-3t ConVay, Ark! 



MPEB CENT TO AGENTS, for the Il- 
lustrated Monthly, DfttOM l|T CHS 1ST, 
SO cents a year ; also, large cash commis- 
sion or valaabe premiums to canvassers for THE 
LQIU.OII CHRISTIAN HUUL^an BlustmteS 
WeeHy,cou tafnin * sermons ofC. H. 8PURGEON, 
DR. TALMADGE and D. L. MOODY, interest- 
ing articles, serial story, etc. Three Months, 75 
cents, $8.50 a year, from U. 8. Branch Office. 
Write cow for sample copies and terms free, to 
fl. A. KING, 17 Bible House, N. Y. City. 
dec-12m 

1 liMrRMR9U9l!r..e 

ble quarto, 16 page, Illustrated Family Paper, 
devoted to Agriculture, Stock- Raising, Bee-Cul- 
ture, <ftc Try itl 6 momths for 45 cents, or 
with tbe ILLUSTRATED PRONOUNCING 
DICTIONARY, 380 pages, 250 engravings, 
cloth, sent with the paper a year, both post- 
paid, for only $1.40. Large commissions or 
'valuable premiums to Agents. Address 

WM. L. ALLISON, 
dec 12m 128 Nassau St, N. Y. 
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—AND— 



LADY AGENTS 

$60 to $ 1 00 per week 



made eaay by any 



Lady or Physician ! 



Most rapidly selling articles for married 
or single ladies' use. 



So Female Can do Without Them I 



County and State Right* Free, 

My AGENTS Waitefl ETBrjwtere! 

ADDRESS 

Bandanah Manf'g Co., 

Oct20-12m NEW YORK. 
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